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Carl Keester Retires 


A LTHOUGH his retirement did not 

officially take place until the first 
of the year, Carl W. Keester took ad- 
vantage of his unused vacation period 
to get an early start 
toward his future 
home in California. 
He left in mid-De- 
cember. Carl has an 
unbroken service 
record of nearly 43 
years extending 
from April 1910. 
His first job with 
the company was 
as storeroom man. 
Since that time he gained a wide experi- 
ence in various fields in the plant and 
commercial departments. Some of the 
positions he occupied were those of 
local and general storekeeper, shopman, 
combinationman, exchange manager at 
Beaver Crossing and Gresham, merit 


Carl W. Keester 


combinationman and, lastly, as testman 
in the central district plant department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Keester were involved 
in an automobile accident on a return 
trip from California in April 1951. 
They both received injuries of a serious 
nature which have not responded to 
treatment as well as hoped for. Their 
son and daughter who now reside in 
Los Angeles, were insistent that the 
parents make their home near them fol- 
lowing Mr. Keester’s retirement. 


One of the best athletes ever to wear 
the LT&*T uniform, Carl’s prowess on 
the diamond is legendary in local base- 
ball circles. He appeared as a member 
of the Automatic Telephone team of 
1910 and until the early “twenties he 
was the regular lead-off man in the 
lineup. His batting average sometimes 
reached .400, yet he hit few balls be- 
yond the infield. A perfectionist with 
the left-hand bunt, Carl was so swift 
afoot that the ball and man usually sped 
along the first-base line in a dead heat. 
Once on base he roamed the paths al- 
most at will, taking advantage of the 
least delay or mistake of an unwary 
member of the opposing battery. At 
company picnics the winner of the short 
running events was already known be: 
fore the race was run. 


Mr. Keester is a charter member of 
the Frank H. Woods pioneer chapter. 


"Poet of Bethany” 


Publishes Book of Poems 


po with punch. Poetry with 
king sized chuckles. Poetry with 
pathos. 

You will find all of this and more 
in Russ Anderson’s new book, “Sense 
and Nonsense,” which came off the 
press recently. 

He has been writing poetry for 
many years but has never considered 
publishing his work because he was 
afraid this would take away the charm 
and intimacy his friends enjoyed in 
them. But after some persuasion he 
agreed to print a limited number for 
friends who would want them. Now it 
looks as if other editions will be neces- 
sary as wider circles of readers find 
what Russ means when he rhymes out 
“a smile, a laugh, a tear, a grip of the 
hand, perhaps a word of cheer.” 

Russ is master of the household (his 
wife lets him think) at 6304 Lexing- 
ton in Lincoln and said wife is Cecile 
Anderson who retired not so long ago 
from the Lincoln business office. 

The devoted couple have had their 
share of tribulations but you would 
never know it to visit them in their 
little cottage in Bethany. The only 
lines you see in their faces come from 
the many laughs they get out of life. 

Russ fell from a pole while working 


for Northwestern Bell many years ago 
and has not been able to walk since. 
But he fills his home and the lives of 
multitudes of friends with cheer and 
courage by his bright outlook on life 
and his never-failing sense of humor. 
All this along with an _ occasional 
passage that brings a lump to the throat 
is captured in the pages of “Sense and 
Nonsense.” 

The book sells for $1.75, post paid, 
and if enough copies are sold Cecile and 
Russ say they are going to use the 
money for a television set. If you 
would like a copy send your order to 
R. B. Anderson, 6304 Lexington, Lin- 
coln, Nebraska. We think you will 
find many moments of pleasure in it. 


Hale Heads New USITA 
Personnel Committee 
i ERLE M. HALE, vice president, has 


been appointed chairman of a new- 
ly created personnel committee of the 
United States Independent Telephone 
Association. The committee will con- 
sider general employee activities such 
as interviewing of applicants, prepara- 
tion of employee handbooks, publica- 
tion of employee magazines, service em- 
blems, employee parties, credit unions 
and other matters of employee interest. 


TRAVIS RECEIVES 35 YEAR SERVICE PIN 


It was 35 years with LT&T on January 1 for Don C. Travis, equipment repair- 
man of the general shop. He received his new emblem of service from J. A. 
McKinzie, general plant superintendent, while Kent Eno, shop foreman and 


Fred M. Strasser, supervisor 
of supplies, were also caught 
in the picture of the pre- 
sentation. Don worked 
through the New Year holi- 
day, 1918, in his first day 
with LT&T at Weeping 
Water. He recalls that about 
a week later Fred Strasser 
drove over from David City, 
bringing him a shiny road- 
ster truck for use on rural 
lines. Later, Don went to 
Ashland as wire chief, to 
Waverly as wire chief and 
manager and came to Lin- 
coln as combinationman in 
October, 1922. He entered 
the general shop in 1952 
where he specializes on dial 
repair and maintenance. 


economized on _ paper. 


Moscow Telephone Book 
MAGINE, if you can, a large city 


where more than ten years go by 
before a new telephone book is issued. 
That’s the situation in Moscow. 


Recently a Moscow telephone direc: 
tory came out and the management 
Only 25,000 
books were issued for a city of over five 
million people. The books sold for $450 
each. 

A writer in N. Y. Times Magazine, 
Harry Schwartz, tells some interesting 
facts dug out of the new book. 


The new directory lists 400 factories 
with their phone numbers but does not 
give any street addresses. Chief gov- 
ernment and Communist party offices 
phone numbers are given, but no ad- 
dresses. Certain key organizations— 
Ministry of State, Soviet secret service 
and State Planning—are omitted en- 
tirely. 

Joe Stalin and Politboro members 
have no telephones, if you go by the 
book. A city of five million has 75,000 
telephones installed. The total number 
of private, non-official phones is 50,- 
000. New York City with eight million 
people has 3,500,000 telephones. 


‘Another obvious fact is the com- 
parative paucity of services and con- 
veniences available to the Moscow pub- 
lic, compared to great cities in the West. 
The telephone book records only 16 
department stores, one automobile sales 
room, 84 bookstores, eight radio repair- 
shops, 130 drugstores (a tenth of Man- 
hattan’s) and 26 furniture stores (to 
Manhattan’s 400).” 


Americans and the American system 
aren't perfect. We have our faults and 
plenty of them. Otherwise we wouldn’t 
be human. But even so, any way you 
look at it, the good old U.S.A. is pref- 
erable a thousand times over the life 
in the “Soviet Heaven.” 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Frank Hedstrom, mother of C. E. 
Hedstrom of the Hastings plant department, 
passed away December 30 in Minden. Fu- 
neral services were held January 13 in 


Axtell and Funk. 

Fred Kroeger, father of Betty Kroeger of 
the Lincoln traffic department, died Decem- 
ber 9 in Grand Island. 


Part of the Cordova conversion crew, framed by the new exchange building are, left to 
right: Dan Smith, George Keith, Ernest Barney, Erman Wheatcraft, Albert Parde, Berl 
Sirayer, Lumir Vosika and George Brock. 


Cordova Becomes 83rd Dial Exchange 


HE exchange at Cordova, Seward 

County, was converted to dial opera- 
tion on Tuesday, December 9. The 
new central office is located in a build- 
ing recently erected for that purpose in 
the business section of the town. The 
switching equipment is of the step type 
and has a present capacity of 60 lines. 

Immediately after the new exchange 
was brought into service, Harry Nolan, 
mayor of Cordova, made the first long 
distance call to K. L. Lawson, general 
commercial superintendent at Lincoln, 
to report that the cutover had been 
made and that all was apparently well. 


The dial central office equipment was 
installed by Ernest Barney and Erman 
Wheatcraft, with the latter pulling the 
spacers to complete the conversion of 
exchanges. Outside work was done by 
heavy construction crews from Lincoin 
and district plant forces. The Cordova 
exchange was recently transferred from 
the eastern to southern district and is 
now maintained by Manager Ed Massie 
and his Friend plant forces. 

Of the 124 exchanges operated by 
LT&T, 83 are now dial. Fifty-two of 
these have been converted since World 


War IT. 


Left: Erman Wheatcraft, combinationman, Friend, pulled the picks to set the new equip- 
ment into motion. Center: Mrs, Belle Petersen at the Cordova switchboard in its last day 


of giving service. Right: Lumir Vosika, combinationman, Wilber, adjusting a pay telephone 


shortly after the cutover. 
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Letters We Like To Get 

EOPLE who work in the telephone 

business pride themselves on their 
good service. It is a tradition in the 
industry. And like other people, they 
appreciate having someone call or write 
and compliment them on their good 
work. Several such letters have been 
received recently and excerpts from 
them follow: 


Morris Speir, president of the Fair- 
bury Windmill Company, wrote Area 
Manager Tom Longdon as follows: 


“It is always a pleasure each year to 
find myself and ourselves in a position 
to write you a letter concerning the 
service rendered us during the past 12 
months. It is a distinct pleasure be- 
cause the service has been good and 
seems to be getting better. As I have 
so often told you, I do a lot of travel- 
ing and have had experience with oper- 
ators in other towns, and find our local 
girls more efficient. They exercise their 
duties with just the right amount of 
courtesy. 


“When we have trouble here at the 
plant with our phones, the service is 
quick and the boys come into our of- 
fices and work quietly. They certainly 
are goodwill ambassadors for the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany and your good self. 


“Congratulations on good manage- 
ment!” 


Mr. Orv Koch of Radio Station 
KLMS at Lincoln wrote: 


“IT personally wish to say a hearty 
‘thank you’ in token of appreciation 
for the simply marvelous job that was 
done by the long distance operator 
number 14 on duty this evening. 

“I placed a call to a party in Chicago, 
Illinois, but the party had moved. and 
she traced the call to Decatur, Illinois, 
which finally resulted in my talking to 
this person. 

“She couldn’t have been more help- 
ful, courteous, or more efficient.” 

Kenny Feese of C. A. Swanson & 
Sons at Tecumseh wrote Area Manager 
Tyler Ryan as follows: 

“Wish to express the appreciation of 
both C. A. Swanson & Sons and my- 
self for service rendered by your peo- 
ple during the recent storm. 

“Tt was a rather sticky business won- 
dering as to the whereabouts of six truck 
drivers and a son, but it was very com- 


forting to feel that when I put in a 
call at least the operators here were 
doing everything in their power to 
complete that call. 

“Know and appreciate that there 
were men behind the scenes making 
those calls possible too. 


“Thanks to the whole bunch.” 


Lela Watson, chief operator at 
Beatrice, received this letter from 
W. W. Cook, vice president and cashier 
of the Beatrice National Bank at 
Beatrice: 


“You and your operators have had 
a tough time the past few days during 
the storm. I know that you have had 
a great deal of criticism. I am writing 
this letter to you and wish you would 
show it to the other operators. I want 
to express my wife’s and my apprecia- 
tion for the very fine service given us 
by the long distance and local oper- 
ators the past few days. 


ee 


.. Taking it all in all, you folks 
did a marvelous job for the W. W. 
Cook family. The service was fine, the 
girls were pleasant, and everything was 
really okay. We want to again use this 
means of thanking you, one and all.” 


Improved Coaxial Cable 
System Developed by 


Bell Laboratories 


REVOLUTIONARY new coaxial 
cable system, with triple the tele- 
phone circuit capacity of those now in 


use, has been developed by Bell Tele- 


"You advertised for a lineman.'' — 
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phone Laboratories and is undergoing 
exhaustive field trials prior “to its in- 
stallation for use in the Bel] System. It 
is expected to go into actual service on 
circuits between New York and Phila- 
delphia early in 1953. 


The new system, known as “L-3” 
carrier, will enable one pair of coaxial 
pipes (pencil-size tubes of copper within 
the cable itself) to handle simultaneous: 
ly more than 1,800 telephone conversa’ 
tions plus one television program in 
each direction. It will be the first car- 
rier system on which both television 
signals and regular telephone conversa’ 
tions can be sent over the same pair of 
coaxial pipes at the same time. 


Bell Laboratories, in designing ““L-3,” 
has brought numerous advances to bear 
upon transmission technology. It was 
necessary, for example, to design new 
amplifiers or “repeaters,” with charac- 
teristics exceeding any earlier type. The 
higher power requirements of the new 
repeaters—and the fact that twice as 
many are used in the new system—pre- 
sented a number of technical problems. 
New terminal equipment also was nec- 
essary to pile up 1,800 circuits and per- 
mit both addition and subtraction of 
smaller groups of circuits at intermedi- 
ate points. Sending both television and 
telephone signals over the same circuits 
created the problem of preventing in- 
terference between the two types of 
signals. 


NOP Calls Total 
5,000 Daily 


6 ges pace-setting ammunition pro- 

ducer, the Nebraska Ordnance Plant 
at Mead, requires an endless flow of 
conversation by way of the telephone 
to get the job done, according to the 
NOP News, published by the plant. 

This is indicated by the fact that 
more than 5,000 calls are handled daily 
from NOP through its three position 
switchboard. The busiest time of the 
day is about 4:30 P. M. when the 
board, which has more lights than the 
dashboard of a Cadillac, lights up like 
a Christmas tree, according to the news 
article. The NOP telephone exchange 
maintains five lines to Wahoo, two to 
Omaha and one direct line to Offutt 
Air Base in Omaha, in addition to its 
local facilities. 
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Pension Plan Liberalized 


HANGES in the company’s pension 
plan designed to assure retired em- 
ployees greater benefits from increases 
in social security payments have been 
approved by the Board of Directors on 
recommendation of the Employees 
Benefit Committee. 

Under the amended plan the amount 
of the company pension is fixed at the 
time of retirement and the retired 
employee will receive full benefit from 
future increases in social security pro- 
vided they are made after the date of 
his retirement. The former plan did 
not make this provision. 


The Call to the Colors 


HE call to arms has been answered 

by 93 LT€&?T employees since the 
outbreak of fighting in Korea. Of these, 
34 subsequently completed their term 
of service and returned to civilian 
status; most of them to active employ- 
ment with the company. 

During 1952, 25 employees entered 
and 23 were released from the military 
forces. Listed in the order of their de- 
parture, those who entered the service 
were: Charles P. Arnold, Robert H. 
Berggren, James H. Bauer, Charles W. 
Hayes, Robert G. Cardwell, Wayne K. 
Menze, Cleon F. Ochsner, Norris M. 
Schmeltzer, Loal A. Genrich, Lyle V. 
Higgins, James F. Becker, Gordon L. 
Sinner, Weston D. Anderson, Merle A. 
Lohmeier, Robert E. Nygard, Ralph R. 
Schweitzer, Richard A. Childs, Donna 
Longstaff, A. L. Spaulding, Kenneth 
E. Lanspa, Clifford W. Fredrickson, 


Ernest W. Gifford, Dale W. Gray, 
Gary R. Clifford and Geraldine M. 
Hirsch. 

Those who received their discharges 
from the armed forces during 1952 
were: Ralph L. Baldwin, Robert J. 
Turner, Wm. J. Cotton, Elden W. 
Drewel, Dean M. Hobson, Oliver G. 
Hoffman, Lyle E. Reighard, Chris 
Lyberis, Donald R. Swanson, Clarence 
G. Eitzmann, R. D. Andrews, Tom G. 
Goldenstein, Paul G. Eisenbarth, Gay 
T. Henderson, Eugene V. Hiatt, Russell 
M. White, Alfred L. DeBacker, Marvin 
E. Joosten, George A. Wasson, Gerald 
G. Morris, Ernest W. Gifford, Frank 
M. Condos and Leonard K. White. 

Fifty-nine employees were still in uni- 
form at the year’s end. 


‘Annual Pioneer Banquet 


Set For May 16 


HE Pioneers’ entertainment com- 
mittee, headed by Claude Helm as 
chairman, has announced that the 
annual banquet of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter will be held Saturday, May 16, 
at the Lincoln Hotel at Lincoln. 

The committee is already working 
on entertainment, ticket sales and other 
multitudinous details of the annual 
affair, and a fine program of entertain- 


January Cover Girl 
JE'LL bet you have never had a 


New Year’s greeting from a sweeter 
or more lovable little gal than the one 
on our cover for this issue. She is 
seven months old Diane Lee Hedstrom 
of Hastings — Telephone News Cover 
Girl for 1953. She is also our nomina- 
tion for the “Voice With the Smile” 
for 1973, because it wouldn't surprise 
us a bit to see her become a member of 
the LT&T family when she is a big 
girl in twenty years or so. It will be 
the natural thing to do because so many 
of her family are telephone people. 

Her dad is Wayne L. Hedstrom, a 
lineman at Hastings, and her mother 
is a former service assistant at York. 
Before her marriage she was Joan Lar- 
son. Others in the family formerly with 
LT&?T are Mrs. Hedstrom’s brother, 
Don Larson, now in Denver, who used 
to work as a lineman with Lyle Piper’s 
construction gang and_ her father, 
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ment is promised again this year to 
all who attend. 

Other Pioneer activities on the im- 
mediate agenda will be an informal 
party for Pioneer members only at the 
club room in Lincoln on January 30, 
and a noon luncheon on March 25 at 
the Cornhusker Hotel during the an- 
nual convention of the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Employees Mutual Benefit Asso- 
ciation during the month of December: 


Primary members: Joan R. Wade, Lincoln 
General Plant, $50.20; L. A. Stacy, Lincoln 
Supply, $10.00; Mrs. Rose Riggs, Lincoln Ac- 
counting, $230.00; Erma lL. Dixon, Geneva 
Traffic, $91.00; K. J. Boshart, Lincoln General 
Commercial, $30.00; Clyde Burge, Beatrice 
Executive, $206.00; Mrs. Bonnie I. Jensen, Su- 
perior Traffic, $81.50; Stella M. Clark, Auburn 
Traffic, $99.00; Otto Nelsen, Lincoln Account- 
ing, $13.50; H. C. Smith, Lincoln Service, 
$15.00; R .L. Clinton, Lincoln Service, $15.00; 


‘Helen M. Pickard, Lincoln Accounting, $55.45; 


Mrs. Reah F. Churchill, Lincoln General Traf- 
fic, $15.00; J. M. Isley, Lincoln Supply, $15.00; 
Ellen H. Miller, Lincoln Traffic, $64.00; Don- 
ald C. Gilmore, Lincoln Service, $10.00; A. O. 
Andrews, Lincoln Engineering, $13.50; Mrs. 
Estella H. Foght, Lincoln Accounting, $10.00; 
H. G. White, Lincoln Service, $20.00; Mrs. 
Marguerite B. Bray, Syracuse Pensioner, 
$293.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. A. K, Robinson, Lincoln, 
$75.00; Mrs. R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln, $11.25; 
Mrs. J. R. Shipp, Lincoln, $3.75; Mrs. G. W. 
Miers, Seward, $156.75; Susan Paro, Lincoln, 
$126.45; Timothy Keogh, Lincoln, $24.75; Mrs. 
I. C. Hellerich, Lincoln, $45.82; Mrs, R. C. 
Connors, Lincoln, $11.25. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYBODY 


Floyd Larson, a former lineman who 
now farms near Polk. 

If its OK with Diane, we would like 
to get in a greeting here, too, and wish 
you all the best of luck and much hap- 
piness in 1953. 


This Thing Called PROFITS 


Let’s get this straight. 

No other nation on earth 

Enjoys the high standard of liv- 
ing which we do in the U.S.A. to- 
day. 

We can talk about high prices all 
we want 

But it does not alter the fact that 

We live better; 

We have more and better food; 

We have more conveniences in 
our homes, 

More automobiles, 
radios; 

We have more and better movies, 

Better houses, better highways, 
better schools— 

And more of them. 

And with all these things— 

Whether we are industrial work- 
ers, clerical workers, teachers or 
farmers, 

We work fewer hours— 

We have more vacation time 

We get higher pay. 

And we use less brawn 

Because we have better tools and 
equipment. 


telephones, 
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How does it all happen? 

There is one word which goes a 
long way toward explaining it all— 

Profits. 

Wait a minute— 

Don’t disagree—yet. 

And before we go on 

Let’s make this clear: 

When we speak of profits, we are 
not being technical. 

We mean here— 

The money which folks MAKE 
from being in business. 

We mean the money left over 
after paying all business expenses. 

Such as wages, materials, taxes, 
wear and tear. 

This money which is left is called 
profit. 

It belongs to the owners of the 
business— 


In a corporation that means 
stockholders who put up the money 
to buy the tools to start the busi- 
ness—and many workers are stock- 
holders. 

Certainly stockholders are en- 
titled to a fair return on their 
money. 

It may mean partners 

or it may mean a proprietor if he 
is a single individual in business. 

Part of the profit is the import- 
ant money that is put back into the 
business for expansion and de- 
velopment. 

No, we’re not technical— 


Profit is what is left after all ex- — 


penses are paid. 

Now— 

Profits are the spark— 

The incentive which makes our 
American Competitive System 
work! 

Profits bring invention, produc- 
tion, 

New and better processes— 

Machines to increase production 
with decreased effort. 

More goods with less work. 

These are things in which other 
lands seem to lag behind us 

And which are the foundation of 
the American System. 

Let’s take a look. 


What’s the urge back of an in- 
vention. 

Whether something entirely new 
or merely a labor saving device? 

The inventor may expect to do 
something for humanity. 

But he also hopes to “MAKE 
SOMETHING” out of it. 

And the Patent Office is there to 
protect him. 

Don’t forget— 

His real urge is profits, 

Xk a * 

Why does a young man take a 
job? 

So he can earn money, of course. 

That’s just like profit. 

Why does he work hard to win a 
promotion? 

He does it to increase his com- 
pensation— 


Cx 
sane 
a 


| 

MANACEMEN T 

GOOD Go 
——___- 4 


His “profits.” 

And why does he go into busi- 
ness for himself? 

Because he thinks he can get 
more income out of his effort that 
way— 

Than by working for another. 

But— 

Only if he serves his customers 
well 

Will he succeed. 

Then he will make profits. 


And those profits are something } 
he can be proud of. 


PAY = 
my 
5 PROFIT 


But there is something else which 
goes along with profits. 

It grows out of profits. 

Just as soon as somebody starts 
to make money 

What happens? 

This other thing starts: 

COMPETITION 

Practically every invention en- 
courages other inventions which 
may be even better. 

No one can deny— 

Human nature is naturally com- 
petitive. 

Man tries to do the very best for 
himself and his own. 

And it’s the competitive nature 
of man that gives him the urge— 

The urge to get the best deal 
possible out of life— i 

To get the best PROFITS he can 
out of his effort— 

Whether the effort be brain ef- 
fort or brawn effort. 

“How about these big corpora- 
tions with their big profits?” you 
ask. 


“And how about these monop- 
olies? 

“They soak the public by elimi- 
nating competition” you say— 

Possibly in loud tones. 

Perhaps there is some of that 

But very little these days. 

As a matter of fact 

There are very few monopolies. 

The Public Utilities are monop- 
olies 

But they are regulated by law. 

And when a monopoly is in the 
making— 

Uncle Sam seems to be right 
there to do something about it. 

Very few things which we use in 
our daily living are not priced com- 
petitively. 

Can you name a single article 
which is not competitive? 

Automobiles? 

TV sets? 

Lead pencils? 

Groceries? 

Make any list you please— 

And you have half a dozen dif- 
ferent kinds to chose from— 

And a dozen places to buy them. 


Let’s take another look at those 
Profits. 

If you are a worker, 

Why not have pride in the fact 
that your company makes good 
profits! 

It’s a guarantee of a number of 
things. 

One is security in your job. 

A business with poor profits may 
be a risky place to work. 

Good Profits is one way of spell- 
ing S-E-C-U-R-I-T-Y. 

Another thing: 

Good profits are a guarantee that 
a business will grow. 

Remember this: 

A business cannot stand still. 


el 


POOR PROFITS “ 


It goes forward or backward. 
Poor profits send it backward. 
Good profits send it forward. 
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Another thing: 


When you hear about the big 
profits a company made last year— 
Take a look. 


What kind of dollars are we talk- 
ing about? 

Are they 100c dollars 

Or 50c dollars? 


Could you live on the same num- 
ber of dollars as you did 10 years 
ago? 

Or even 5 years ago? 

An outfit that had profits of a 
million 100c dollars a few years 
ago 

Must make TWO million 50c 
dollars 

If it is going to stay in business 
today. 

So 

When we talk about higher 
profits 

Let’s be sure we are talking 
about the same kind of dollars. 

sk Bs ok 

Still another thing: 

When folks talk about “millions 
of dollars” in profits— 

Take another lvok. 

Five thousand dollars in profits 
may be enough for a small busi- 
ness. 

But a 100 million dollar business 
with one million in profits may be 
on the way to the poor house! 

That would be only 1% 

Such a company 

Couldn’t afford to raise wages. 

Such a company couldn’t buy 
new tools for more efficient pro- 
duction. 

Such a company couldn’t provide 
better working conditions. 
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Talk of “big profits” and “mil- 
lions of dollars” means nothing. 

Unless we know what we are 
talking about. 

Let’s put these things together. 

Good Profits—good earnings— 
good wages 

All these are evidence of good 
management. 

Good management means great- 
er efficiency 

Good management therefore 
means lower prices. 

Who gets the benefit? 

The consumer! 

Good management pays higher 
wages. 

Good management provides bet- 
ter working conditions. 

Good management assures job 
security. 

Poor management is a shortcut 
to bankruptcy. 

And when good management 
makes good profits— 

We mean only adequate profits— 

Then the owners of the business 
get a break too. 

That’s important— 

Just as important as fair prices 
and good wages. 

After all—if the owner had not 
put up the money, 

There would be no business! 


PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISE 
SYSTEM 


So let’s keep the spark—Profits. 

For that’s why America 

Under our Competitive System 

Leads the rest of the world 

In production, 

In standard of living, 

In shortness of working hours, 

In education, 

In every single blessed thing 
which makes for a pleasant and 
useful life. 

(“This Thing Called Profits!” is copyrighted 


by Peter L. Schauble and Associates of 
Haverford, Pennsylvania.) 
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jacquelyn Durr, operator, Lincoln traffic, to 


Jack J. Caldwell, coin collector to commer- 
cial representative, Lincoln. 


Betty J. Peery, operator, Hastings traffic, 
to cashier, Superior. 


Nancy L. Remington, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


Plant 


C. D. Childress, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Lincoln construction. 


Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Title Changes 


B. T. Hayes, lineman, Hastings, to fore- 
man, Nebraska City construction. 


R. L. Hibbert, groundman to lineman, Lin- 
coln. 


Kenneth L. Paro, lineman to combination- 


Accounting 


machine operator, Lincoln. 


Commercial 
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man, Humboldt. 


George A. Wasson, military leave to fore- 
man, Beatrice construction. 


Traffic 


Mabel M. Volpp, service assistant to assistant 
chief operator, Lincoln. 


Barbara L. Weiler, operator, Lincoln, to 
typist, general traffic. 


A 
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A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 


joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Accounting 
Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Darlene J. Goeden...............-- Machine Operator................... ACO ciscnitareisoercnas December 29 
Mareota: Fis Laiciictentencsaes Machine Operator...............---. |B ot co) |; ReaeeneensnenS reeset December 22 
Commercial 
Donna: |]. Bokern:cc GES ne ent Cor eee een ETI Line! i. decease nesses December 3 
Pavia. Ty Geni fii essteioienes CR eos secre racecars e cecieconaerctads PCG cacestcu winless December 8 
Margaret O. Hunnicutt......... AIR ccneceids ea rans seacducees cat ads TsAT CO 11h. opschisavecnossens sate December 2 
Wa CS a scciacavne ass Part Time Coin Collector...... Lincoln............----------- November 24 
Plant 

oe si sien eat si crates Marraret IM. Bailie. occ cessos, Service Operator.accanncc free! |, eee eae December 16 

mercial Rep, Cashier P . 
Lincoln Superior Dean H. Gierhart................. Groundman wPitiatciesare Late eau lenies BOAT ICC Gp aceivccsonecceeasees December 8 

ie IN SOM eteete ir ensendsc Part Time Garage 
OP UICE HM AN einstein inninyoscacecs LARCOI cicketeeid-eeaeene December 6 
Pe Ble OTe sxc caccrvecrercconcenprncnanes GrGU Od MBN sien Aiccicernencacenides Plattsmouth...............-- December 22 
Traffic 

Marianne Bippesiccccscu... Oe e: 6) en ee ee nee (Ger iors || 1 een meee ee November 24 
Rose By DuGheracnenaneae-ae A) ORTALOTS crindincartvecstineseciies. TCO li se Kecacscorese December 11 
Dorothy V.. Decker.:../2.... Contract Chief Operator....... Pleasant’ Dalecicviccessws. December 21 
Bonnie K. Gruber.................- Part Time Operator............... Es tos |: eer December 1 
Wineeie 10.7 Tent estan seeannseeds CVG PALO U acter polastierncSesdveuesucees Fi teGt 862 ceksencnsdecetenns December 5 
LaVern M. Herreth..............- Part Time Operator............... TiO i cee December 1 
Donna M. Heron....... aieetides POPOL ARO aig ipetete acs ns TAG CO iiicce cereus December 1 
Janie Ls. PIOSseycsssctiecoe ace Part Time Operator....:........, IE Fete ol |, eee ee December 1 
Marilyn: |. Jensen... 2a. joy ci) 61 Sa ee EER LEO iio ticcacenscaus November 17 
Helma W. Kempf........<..-0:..-- COP CTAEOT deco ii Sen ch, NH a ities shcsavscaeceowsanies November 19 
Nancy L. Remington Byer eeen Marjorie B. Krang.cc.cscicc. Tel 7:11 0) oe ae Lit Col nccccscccocecexciusense» November 24 
Teller Foreman Marjorie Ai,. Litt ncessessase Part Time Operator............... CT eee December 1 
Lincoln Nebraska City Janet [i DOOR CE wcnderecanesertacnueeses Part Time Operator............... David. Ctyoces sche November 19 
Flere Ye VANE ps cicero ecesstons Part Lime Operatorccuseckui:. David City.niiesciccesiac. November 25 
Toyce Bo O Rete y isscerccssscceives 072 10 Oe eee ET ars | ee TS November 24 
oe Evelyn I. Owen............--------- Operator........00.cccccccececeeceeeeeee LANCOIN.....2.222-2-------+--- November 17 
api Mariellen Roberts..............----Operator..........0..ccc:ccss--ee-e- Weeping Water..........December 8 
Ruth I. RobinsOtznssatncnn Oo) ci 5 | ee ar eae eee EEO ii es a.tcvatcsasucemettennaok: December 15 
Darlene M. Roubal................. er atOP ee hat wessce aes Dawid Wil yessiieminwesee December 9 
Glenadene G. Schank............ APSR P RIOT isin csehctnsiectene eas: Beatrice............0..-.-. 066 December 8 
Marylee Scroggins...............+. JP BEALOLE ssvncnisversindeccvdvvawivennnnd: LE keto! c'l 6c Cee aan eee eee November 17 
Bonnie MM, Seat S isceireniasesersens Belarc: 1 >| nae ee Festi 08 sien eccchedncwades December 15 
Doris Ohurelelt cinco Assistant. Cooles....2.-2.0..:-cs00s0- TACOS once centeeas December 17 
TOV CE, 1 AO REC Sire ete Part Time Operator............... Lanicoliecs cates ceca December 1 
> Siete IM, Sire aipisasenctrcdsenes Part Time Operator............... LAGE Newser teerarcoesseeee aks December 1 
, ean Ey SAV Oi ewe cscececseesncecs PIPER ACO Piva wvecasraccevcousesacuess Lib CO) Wu neiniceccdsces: December 1 
5 i% 1 JoAnn Snyder cegiacide palecbusakevbunce Operator iracasnantieiacouenstdeseendeweeaes Wymore wee ee eee e eee cette ee November 25 
George A. Wasson Mabel M. Volpp Thelma E. Spellman...:.......... Prssistant (00s i033 ostuies PA CO ts gncvesseeeesctyeesee December 15 
Foreman Asst. Chief Opr. Ea ga 9 «yee Part “Time Operators. <ccccaacs DANCIN s, cso cecarictnascss December 1 
Beatrice Lincoln Janice A. Williamson............. Patt, Lime. L)neratore nic ciscies Bye tere! |) Seen eee nenePerr December 1 
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Service Birthdays 
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Thirty-Seven Years 
C. A. Burge, Beatrice. 


Thirty-Six Years 
A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 
D. C. Travis, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
L. E. Hurtz (Director), Omaha. 


Thirty Years 
A. M. Geist, Lincoln; G. E. Codington 
(Director), Auburn. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Edith A. Seward, Hastings. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
J. H. Agee (Director), Lincoln; A. B. 


Waters, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
G. D. Brock, Crete; J. H. Mankamyer, 
Sutton; Hattie F. Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Lillian Baker, Lincoln; M. A. Birdsley, 


Auburn; A. Marie Pearson, John Spady, 
Hastings. 
Twenty-Four Years 
F. W. Morris, Military Leave; Kathryn 
Portsche, R. T. Ross, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 
C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Lincoln. 


DA OIING 
7, 


BLESS 
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Mr. and Mrs. Francis C. Asper are the 
parents of a son, Gary Ray, who was born at 
the Lutheran Hospital on December 2 and 
weighed 6 lbs. and 11 ozs. Mr. Asper is a 
member of the Beatrice plant department. 


Mr. and Mrs. James Wenzl are the par- 
ents of a boy, born on December 3 and 
named Michael Dean. Mrs. Wenzl is on 
leave from the traffic department at 
Tecumseh. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Myhre are the 
parents of a baby girl, Maureen Kay, born 
December 30. Kenneth is a member of the 
Lincoln service department. 


Mrs. Neva Beavers, on leave of absence 
from the Hebron traffic department, is the 
mother of a baby boy. Mr. and Mrs. Beavers 
have chosen the name of Royce Allen for 
their son. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Adamson are the par- 
ents of a baby son, born January 4. Mr. 
Adamson is district clerk in the Western 
District office at Hastings. 

Little Dan Francis, infant son of Mr. and 
Mrs. F. E. Smith, made his appearance in 
the world December 13. Papa Francis is 
a member of the Lincoln service department. 


Twenty-I[wo Years 
Jacob Schneider, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 


Inez M. Olsen, Wahoo; Gladys A. Stiers, 


Geneva. 
Nineteen Years 
Mary Bornemeier, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
Arthur Balderson, Seward. 


Fifteen Years 


Cecile M. Morehead, Tecumseh. 


Fourteen Years 
Lucile A. Schmersal, Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 
Laverne K. Braun, Lincoln; Mildred E. 
Brobst, Benedict; Elizabeth P. Nichols, 
Plattsmouth. 
Ten Years 
Hazel V. Neman, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Belle C. Howery, Lincoln; Margaret M. 
Sanburg, Shickley. 
Eight Years 
Henrietta’ Menninga, Beatrice; A. D. 
Miller, Lincoln. 
Seven Years 
Claud Clary, Plattsmouth. 
Six Years 
H. E. Butler, Ashland; V. E. Embrey, 
York; Arleen D. Swanson, E. R. Travis, 
Lincoln; C. H. Eitzmann, York: Fern L. 
Jacobs, Crete. 


Five Years 
M. J. Danaher, Wymore; C. W. Semple, 
Lincoln. 


Mildred Blei, operator at David City, was 
married on December 14 to Merlyn Wright 
at the First Trinity Methodist Church in 
Lincoln. 


The marriage of Eva Mae Kilgore of the 
David City traffic department and Lloyd 
Vanderheiden took place at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church at David City on Decem- 
ber 6. 


St. John’s Church in Prague was the scene 
of the November 24 wedding of Darlene 
Kubr of the David City traffic department 
and Ernie Rech. 

Ruth Johnson of the Ashland traffic de- 
partment became the bride of Richard 
Porter on November 23 at the Congrega- 
tional Church in Ashland. 

Vickie Kuncl of the Wahoo traffic depart- 
ment and Carl Nelson were united in mar- 
riage on December 27 at St. John’s Church 
in Prague. 
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D. C. Travis G. E, Codington 


Lincoln Auburn 
35 Years 30 Years 
(Director) 
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A. M. Geist A. Marie Pearson 
Lincoin Hastings 
30 Years 25 Years 


John Spady M. A. Birdsley 
Hastings Auburn 
25 Years 25 Years 


Hazel V. Neman 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Cecile M. Morehead 
Tecumseh 
15 Years 
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: Personalities in the News : 
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Eastern District 


Betty Miles, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Wedding bells and Christmas bells have 
both been ringing around here. One would 
think this was June from the marriages 
that have taken place. Mildred Blei, Eva 
Mae Kilgore and Darlene Kubr took the 
fatal step this month. . . . Margaret Cor- 
nell and Cherie Rathjen, along with Delores 
Moser, were hostesses to the telephone girls’ 
annual Christmas dinner, Monday evening, 
December 15. Twenty-three girls came with 
all the Christmas spirit you would expect 
to come from twenty-three curious ones 
looking for Santa Claus. There was a gift 
exchange. Miss Swan was presented with a 
gift from the girls and she gave a gift to 
each operator. ... Mr. Walker and Miss 
Metcalf visited us this week and wished 
everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy 


New Year. 
Nebraska City Area 


Vera Orton, Correspondent 


The annual Christmas Party for the em- 
ployees at the Nebraska City exchange was 
held December 10. About 60 employees 
from the plant, traffic and commercial de- 
partments attended. We also had a few 
Lincoln and construction department em- 
ployees who joined in the fun. Gifts were 
exchanged by all and games were played 
afterwards. Gregg Durr did a swell job 
of dishing out the turkey. . . . Ivan Living- 
ston really took a vacation. He went to 
California, visiting relatives in Los Angeles 
and Sacramento. ... Vera Orton also went 
to California over the holidays. She visited 
folks in San Diego and Los Angeles. She 
even went across the border to see the 
Mexicans. . . . Raymond Kinnison went to 
the Ozarks to visit relatives and see if the 
hillbillies go barefooted in the winter time. 
. . . Mrs. Jeanene Drennan, a former com- 
mercial employee, was a recent visitor. ... 
Betty Johnson and Patty Erwin attended 
the wedding of Betty’s brother, Eldon, to 
Dixon Eklund, in Wymore on December 28. 
... The girls are all going on diets. Seems 
they gained a few pounds from ali the 
candy, fruit cake and apples that the busi- 
nessmen sent them over the holidays. ... 
If you want to learn to ice skate maybe 
Pat Erwin and Betty Johnson will teach 
you. I guess even they are nursing along a 
few bruises. ... Beware of Pat Erwin and 
Beverly Cooper. They went to the wrestling 
matches in Omaha, and now it seems they 
are in the market for someone who will 
let them practice their new holds. ... Mrs. 
Cleora Lawrence and Mrs. Delores Schmidt, 
a former operator, are proud mothers of 
bouncing baby boys. ... Carol Brehm has 
been doing lots of traveling lately. She 


spent one week in Enid, Oklahoma, and a 
few days in Franklin, Nebr., where she was 
snowbound. ... Gwen Hart spent a week 
in Denver, Colorado, visiting her aunt.... 
Mrs. Everett says it took 12 years to get 
them but Santa finally brought her a new 
set of rings for Christmas. 
Platitsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Christmas day as usual was filled with 
activities for many of the employees. Rose 
Janda was a Christmas guest of her brother, 
Ernest Janda and family. Helen Ofe and 
family spent the day with Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Ofe. Grace Heigl and family had 
Christmas dinner in Omaha with relatives. 
Pauline Reckard and family were in Weep- 
ing Water Christmas day. Ann Stoll visited 
her son and wife and enjoyed a delightful 
Christmas with her grandchildren. Shirley 
Snider traveled to Nebraska City to enjoy 
the holiday with her parents. “Tip” Johanns 
entertained at a family dinner at her home. 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Tritsch and son, Bob, 
spent Christmas day in Kansas City, the 
guests of Dr. and Mrs. W. C. Kenner... . 
It’s good to see Ben Anderson back again. 
Losing a tooth is not a funny matter accord- 
ing to Ben. ... Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Humis- 
ton were guests of Mrs. Humiston’s par- 
ents in Kansas for the week end.... Agatha 
Sullivan, operator, is really all smiles and 
no wonder—her husband just arrived home 
from overseas. ... It’s nice to have Ron 
Ofe back with us during the holidays... . 
A very delightful time was had by em- 
ployees at their Christmas dinner held at a 
local cafe. Tables were decorated with 


candles and evergreen and after a very de- 
licious turkey dinner, gifts were distributed 
by Santa (Darrel Mather). 
Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

The plant department held their annual 
Christmas party at the home of Manager 
Gray on December 15. They had turkey 
with all the trimmings. The evening was 
spent playing bingo and the prizes were 
groceries. A good time was had by all. 
. . - On December 15 the traffic and com- 
mercial department had their annual turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings at the tele- 
phone office lobby. After a wonderful time 
a grab-bag was held. ... Elmer Bean of 
the plant department spent his two weeks 
vacation at home getting acquainted with 
his son. .. . Manager Gray is spending his 
vacation in California visiting his son, Dale, 
and other relatives. ... Mrs. Meyer, our 
janitress, is spending her vacation at home. 
.. . Chuck Kermoade, manager of the Mil- 
ford exchange, spent his Christmas holidays 
at Auburn, Nebraska. . . . The operators 
received many nice cards and boxes of 
candy during the holidays. We all wish to 
thank the patrons who were so thoughtful 
and kind to us. ... We have quite a bowler 
among our ranks. Vera Schluckebier re- 
ceived the jack-pot in a bowling contest 
recently. Congratulations, Vera. 


Wahoo Area 


Margaret Schuster, Mary Beaty and Leona 
Larsen, Correspondents 


A turkey dinner with all the trimmings 
was served to the gals of the traffic de- 
partment at the veterans memorial building. 
The dinner was served and cooked by Frank 
Ferrara. After dinner the gifts were opened 
and the remainder of the evening was spent 
playing games. Prize winners after a ses- 
sion of traveling bingo were Mae Beaty, 
Violet Hollaway, Harriette Smith and Leona 
Larsen. Before the evening drew to a close 
the girls gathered around the piano and 
sang Christmas carols. Everyone seemed 
to enjoy themselves. . . . Vickie Kuncl be- 
came the bride of Carl Nelson at a 9:00 
A.M. ceremony on December 27 at St. Johns 
church in Prague. A dinner and dance was 
given in their honor. Vickie will return to 
the traffic department after a short wed- 
ding trip. They will make their home in 
Wahoo. Best wishes to the newlyweds... . 
Christmas is over and there is a shiny look 
on Loretta Vaca’s face. Loretta is the proud 
owner of a new diamond. It is very pretty. 
Best wishes to her. . . . Peggy Stephens, 
night operator, has returned from her vaca- 
tion. Peggy spent her week’s vacation enter- 
taining her mother-in-law who is visiting 
her from Oklahoma. ... Kassie Owens has 
been a very busy girl getting settled in her 
new home. It is located on West Park 
Circle. . . . Homer Olsen of the plant de- 


partment is the last to enjoy a vacation this 
year. He packed his family into the car and 
rode out of Wahoo headed for Phoenix, 
Arizona, just before the last snow storm. 
We hope they enjoy the Christmas holiday 
without snow. ... Ruth Marshall, telephone 
operator from San Luis Obispo, California, 
visited our office. She is a friend of Ardis 
Henderson. . . . Mrs. Clara Van Matre 
vacationed at the John Hendricks home at 
Midland, Texas, and became acquainted 
with her new grandson, John.... Mrs. Chris- 
tiane Tillman spent her vacation at Bell- 
wood, Nebraska, visiting Mr. and Mrs. 
Floyd Sherman and family. ... Betty Frye 
is vacationing at home. ... A Christmas 
dinner and party was enjoyed by the em- 
ployees at Ashland. First they enjoyed a 
turkey dinner at the Silver Cafe and then 
a party at Margaret Schuster’s home, Fri- 
day, December 19. Pictures were taken 
by Forrest Raikes and given to employees 
as gifts. ... Thirty pounds of candy and a 
number of greeting cards were received 
during the holiday. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 
Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


What better way to start a new year than 
with a new granddaughter- That’s what Mr. 
Bush is doing. Mary Suzanne was the first 
baby of 1953 in her hometown of Amherst, 
Massachusetts. Mr. and Mrs. Bush spent 
the holidays in Amherst and other eastern 
coast points and report a fine time. How- 
ever a crusade for cutting down a few trees 
in Mass. is underway with Mr. Bush spon. 
soring it. On his visit here, Mr. Bush had 
a letter to be mailed. Since it was some 
distance to a mailbox, his son-in-law insisted 
that he take the car rather than walk. While 
backing out of the driveway, a tree appeared 
behind the car and came into direct contact 
with it. After much maneuvering around, 
S. F. finally got the car backed into the 
street (wasn’t much damage on the car and 
the tree remained standing) and continued 
on his errand. Upon his return he failed 
to recognize his daughter’s home and 
drove past. Realizing his error, he started 
to turn around and—you guessed it—he hit 
another tree. Only this time the car didn’t 
make out so well. Seems there was a $40.00 
repair bill. Next time he is going to take a 
saw along and simply cut his way out of 
tight places. . . . Eunice Sintek planned to 
roast her first turkey for New Year’s Day 
dinner. A few days before, she purchased 
a new cook book that explained in detail 
how to go about this delicate procedure, 
what materials she needed besides old 
Tom, etc. A very necessary item was 
cheese cloth to wrap the turkey in to pre- 
vent his drying out during the roasting 
process. Consequently Eunice bought Mil- 
ler’s entire supply of cheese cloth for this 
major operation. With everything ready 
to go Mrs. Sintek waited for the turkey to 
be delivered. She’s still waiting. Seems 


An interested witness at the Cordova ex- 
change conversion was Jessie Wirthel who 
retired in 1946 after spending 31 years at the 
Cordova switchboard. She is shown at her 
old station on the final day of manual 
operation. 


her order was misplaced and never filled. 
Therefore the Sinteks had chicken for din- 
ner—no cheese cloth needed. Anyone wish- 
ing to purchase any of this material, simply 
contact Eunice. She has lots of it... . If 
you see Pat Deinert driving down O street 
you needn’t hurry to get out of the way as 
you usually do when seeing a “woman 
driver.” She isn’t one of those “dangerous 
risks to life and limb.” Pat very faithfully 
attended driving class at Lincoln High for 
a number of weeks during which she learned 
all there is to know about a car, and ended 
up with her licenses. Good gal! ... Jean 
Jeffery returned to the office one noon 
sporting a band-aid on her arm. She and 
her fiance had just returned from the doc- 
tor’s office after having blood tests taken 
prior to their January 17 wedding, and 
Jean’s arm bore slight resemblance to a pin 
cushion. The doctor couldn’t find a vein 
from which to get any blood, but he was 
persistent and kept jabbing until he did. 
Lovely thought, isn’t it? . . . Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob Ross attended a cat show in Kansas 
City, Kansas, during the holiday season. 
One of their two Siamese entries placed 4th 
in the show. Congratulations, Ross. ... 
John Backstrom rounded out the year by 
taking the last of his vacation “restin’ at 
home,” as did Rose Carlson although she 
managed to slip in a trip to Omaha and 
Council Bluffs for a couple of days. New 
Years Day found Darlene Hruza in warm 
Arkansas, and Mr. Devoe spent Christmas 
with his son and family in Fremont where 
he helped spoil his two granddaughters. . 

Via the grape vine, we’ve heard that several 
television companies have contacted Dewey 
Nelson and asked him to help them with 
their stage set-ups. Dewey made the stage 
that was used for our Christmas party, and 
it was very, very good. The clever idea 
of having “snow” was due to Mr. Nelson’s 
brainwork. ‘Thanks heaps, Dewey... . Mrs. 
Kay Cole, a bride of six months, made her 
first rolls on New Year’s Day. They 
turned out according to tradition that bride’s 
first rolls are supposed to be flops. But she 


didn’t toss them out for the birds, oh no. 
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When her parents, who were her dinner 
guests, returned home, Kay very graciously 
insisted that they take some rolls with 
them. No doubt they were very pleased 
that their darling daughter was so thought- 
ful—that is until they bit into the rolls... . 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Brady were among 
the square dancers that performed at the 
Governor’s inaugural ball during inter- 
mission. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 


Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 


The annual Christmas breakfast of the 
local and general commercial departments 
was a big success and enjoyed by everyone. 
Jack Caldwell and his committee of Mar- 
fae Wergin, Alice Roh, Jean Baker, Nancy 
Remington, Helen Shelquist and Ruth 
Younger spent a great deal of time prepar- 
ing for the breakfast. Myrtle Henline was 
the MC and she kept everyone amused with 
her stories about some of the men in the 
office. Lily Pons and Dorothy Kirsten 
(alias Thelma Anderson and Ruth Hall) 
honored us with their rendition of “All I 
Want for Christmas Is My Two Front 
Teeth” and Mary Lou Clark read the poem 
that is enjoyed by everyone, “The Night 
Before Christmas.” It wouldn’t be Christ- 
mas without a Santa Claus and our Santa 
was a jolly, short man who didn’t seem to 
have enough hands to keep his tummy and 
beard in place and also, at the same time, 
give all of us “lil kids” a gift. You did 
a wonderful job, Roger! ... Verna Alex- 
ander was one of the fortunate few to have 
a vacation during the holidays which she 
spent “just resting.” . . . Viola Fisher spent 
her vacation at home housecleaning and 
doing odd jobs that never seem to get done 
otherwise. . . . Christmas is the time of year 
everyone likes to spend at home with the 
family so Diane Uldrich traveled to Edgar, 
Helen Shelquist to Iowa, Thelma Anderson 
to Kansas, Diane Smith to Spalding and 
Minnesota, Mary Lou Clark to Grand 
Island. . . . We wonder who gave Waldo 
McDowell his Christmas gift at the break- 
fast. “Sherlock” McDowell is still looking 
for the culprit! Myrtle Henline has 
been out for several days with bronchitis 
and several have had colds and the flu. 


Engineering Department 
B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


The holidays being over, everyone has 
finished his celebrations except A. O. An- 
drews and Harlan Cane. Andy really hit 
the jackpot when he looked under his 
Christmas tree. The little round man with 
the red suit and white whiskers brought 
Andy a new train and all the accessories. 
As a result Andy has been spending all his 
spare time running his new train. All of 
which just goes to prove that if you're a 
good boy long enough old Santa will finally 
give in and supply your wants. Some of 
the fellows claim they saw Andy talking to 


Santa in one of the local stores but Elsie 
says, “Nope, he bought it himself.” Now 
Harlan had an entirely different experience 
along about Christmas time. One morning 
he showed up at the office all smiles just 
like everything was all right with the 
world. His explanation—“I had a blessed 
event at our house, yep I became a father 
again.” No one could get him to pass out 
the cigars because he claimed that you 
didn’t pay off on just son-in-laws. Well, 
anyway, congratulations, Harlan, on becom- 
ing a father again. ... That faraway look 
in Wohlberg’s eye is caused by an article 
he saw which stated that someone had 
caught a fish through the ice. As soon as 
Bob read the story he immediately started 
buying gold fish for bait. Guess he is keep- 
ing them in his bath tub at home. Wonder 
what he’s going to do when Saturday night 
rolls around? ... Gay Henderson and Don 
Swanson finished up the old year as men 
of leisure. Both of them waited until the 
very last to take their vacations so now 
our vacations are all officially over. Gay 
spent his time around home putting up a 
TV antenna and watching his own TV set 
for a change. After all those morning pro- 
grams Gay says he can cook most anything 
now. Don spent most of his time around 
home also, or so he says. However, it is 
said that the Swansons are eating bunny 
occasionally so we know that Don at least 
got 1n some rabbit hunting. . . . This being 
the beginning of a new year we’ll end this 
tirade by wishing you all a belated “Happy 
New Year.” 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


T.V. seems to be the headline this month. 
Santa brought sets to the houses of Norris 
Hammond, Marvin Murphy, Gene Schrank, 
Velora Novotny, V. B. Hutchison (The 
Philco Man), and Wayne Berkland. ... 
W. P. Shuck is advertising for a helicopter. 
This is the result of his adventure in the 
blizzard. It took him three and a half hours 
to get home and he still wouldn’t be there if 
he hadn’t got out and walked. . . . Bob Stall 
changed his flat tire the other night without 
saying too much, but when he got in the 
car, tried to start it, and found that some- 
one had drained the gas out of it, that was 
just too much — he is going back to the 
horse and buggy. ... Bill Cotton has re- 
signed from the switchroom bowling team 
because, as he would say, “I just don’t have 
time.” We are wondering what makes time 
pass so swiftly for him. Now, could it be 
a certain kind of friend? . . . Wayne Berk- 
land was ill for about four days last week, 
flu, he thinks. . . . W. M. Sherman had an 
itchy subject to discuss the other week. He 
had a good case of hives. ...E. O. Wait 
was honored with the title of vice president 
of the Local 7470 C.W.A. and also is now 
a member at large in the Nebraska Council 
for Better Education. If anyone has 
been up in the main switchroom lately they 
have seen Howard Smith’s new gun. It is a 


dandy model 70 Winchester with scope, 
sling, and all. He was planning on getting 
a deer with it, but got snowed out of the 
notion. . . . Dick Bauer’s pet raccoon 
sure caused a rumpus the other night. It 
seems that it moved out of its cozy home 
with Dick and took shelter at Dick’s dad’s 
house. To make a grand entrance it chewed 
a hole in the roof and then roamed around 
until at last it was heard. Dick was notified 
about 1:30 in the morning. When he 
found his pet, it was in the attic quietly 
munching on an electric light wire... . An- 
other employee with pet troubles is Gene 
Schrank who bought a little dog for his two 
sons. Gene tried to get acquainted with this 
cute, innocent little fellow, but got a little 
close, the dog reached out and took a bite 
of Gene’s nose. If you don’t believe it have 
Gene show you the scar. .. . Ivan Paddack 
and A. K. Robison have been getting school- 
ing on the new key center operation. Last 
week they made a trip to Hastings, Nebras- 
ka, to look over that new equipment... . 
The service operators met at the Chef for 
a breakfast December 11. Guests were 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Keester. A gift was pre- 
sented to Mr. Keester, who retired the first 
of the year... . On December 17, the girls 
met at the Chef for a breakfast for Adella 
Kyckelhahn, who is also retiring the first 


First Christmas in the U.S.A— 
Although they were in a new land 
many miles from their native Germany, 
it was a happy Christmas for Mrs. Ruth 
Leuschner, toll billing clerk in the ac- 
counting department, and her two 
children, Hans, 14 and Karin, 9. Many 
of their friends in the company and 
their church, the Frieden Lutheran, re- 
membered them with greetings and 
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of the year. They presented Miss Kyckel- 
hahn with a “Hoover” steam iron and a 
Sheaffer “Snorkel” pen which was from 
employees of the switchroom, outside and 
inside service, district plant office, toll test 
room, service operators, and custodian’s de- 
partment. . . . Murph Martin was the lucky 
one. While in Glenwood, Colorado, he shot 
a deer and later, while visiting his sister in 
Whitney, Nebraska, got another one. Now 
he is on his way to Brownville, Texas, for 
the rest of the winter. His plans are to get 
in some good fishing... . O. A. Nelson trav- 
eled all the way to Albuquerque, N. M., for 
a family reunion. Yes sir, that’s just what 
happened! The Nelsons visited their daugh- 
ter, and their son, who is in the navy sta- 
tioned at Baltimore, Md., joined them at 
Albuquerque. They enjoyed their vacation 
very much... . John Findley played Santa 
Claus again this year during his vacation. 
We don’t mean he dressed up in a red suit 
and wore long white whiskers. He just 
helped out the mail delivery in town... . 
Art Albers went to Boulder, Colorado, for a 
few days. He really does love that moun- 
tainous climate. ... L. P. Livingston took 
his vacation to be with his daughter and 
her husband who also visited them over 
the holidays. . . . Others ending up the va- 
cations for this year were E. V. Hiatt, C. 


gifts and Santa Claus brought the 
children the dreams of their lives, a 
new electric train for Hans and a big 
doll that crys for Karin. The only 
shadow of disappointment was that Mr. 
Leuschner could not be with them. He 
was still in Germany but hopes to be 
able to join his little family some time 
this month. 

Mrs. Leuschner wrote this note to 
the News and asked us to publish it so 
her friends will know how she feels 
about her life here. Our language is 
still somewhat strange to her but we 
think her words tell an eloquent story. 

“Now it is nearly half a year that I 
have worked in the telephone company. 
Iam very proud to have this job and 
I think I have to be very thankful to 
Mr. Devoe, Mr. Jahn, Miss Virgil and 
all the girls because they have all been 
so nice to me and so helpful. 

“T suppose nobody knows how happy 
I feel in my new homeland where peo- 
ple have much opportunity for a good 
life with freedom and many blessings. 
I had the first Christmas season here 
far across the ocean from my country, 
but I felt not lonely; all people were 
kind and nice to me and my two chil- 
dren and made us a very fine and 
happy time. 

“I wish to say it here in this place to 
Mr. Devoe, Mr. Jahn, Miss Virgil and 
all the girls in the accounting room 
how thankful I feel to all of them. I 
hope I can stay here in the telephone 
company for a long time and will try 
all the time to do my work very well.” 


Lyberis, M. L. Murphy, A. K. Robison, I. D. 
Schneider, W. M. Ahrens, R. S. Baldwin, 
W. J. Cotton, C. H. Bottorff, Carl Keester, 
Paul Ejisenbarth, Glenn Obert, WJobert 
Blackford, Mildred Carey, Ray Clinton, 
Dorothy Miller, Ralph Connors and Claude 
Helm. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Vacations! — Remember way back last 
summer when you had one? All envy to 
those who waited the year almost out and 
spent their time off in far away sunny 
places. The E. Royces traveled through 
the southern states to Mexico, and up the 
coast to San Francisco. Word from Ernie 
while he was in the Los Angeles area indi- 
cated that he was having some interesting 
driving experiences in the holiday traffic 
congestion. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Stacy, travel- 
ing by train, visited their son, Howard, in 
New Orleans; and on the return trip stopped 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, to visit their daughter, 
Margaret. Ray Sherman’s year end 
vacation in California was supplemented by 
a leave of absence extending into January, 
1953, to permit seeing the Festival of Roses. 

Axel Berglund enjoyed the holidays 
with vacation liesure. ... Frank Hendrix 
will long remember his 1952 Christmas 
tree. During the last minute rush for trees 
Frank and his wife decided it was perhaps 
time they had one. Frank insisted there 
was no need to hurry but hurry they did. 
and not far from their favorite Christmas 
tree market place the arms of the law 
reached out with a speeding ticket which 
bore a price tag of $18.00, bringing the 
cost of the tree to the neat sum of $20.00. 
Next morning other warehouse employees 
were glad for the huge drive-in entrance 
door which could be opened wide to allow 
the very blue air to flow freely out into the 
wide open spaces. After a calm atmosphere 
descended, Frank jokingly admitted that it 
wasn’t everyone who could look at his tree 
and see a $20.00 bill hanging from its 
branches! . . . Our department has one less 
absentee on military leave of absence. 
Frank M. Condos, Warehouseman, returned 
to work the last part of December, having 
been released from active duty in the 
National Air Guard at Alexandria, La... . 
Two others on military leave were at home 
during the holidays and visited us. Dick 
and Mrs. Eno drove from Florida to bring 
their daughter, Nancy Lee, age seven 
months, for her first visit to their home 
town and to see her proud grandparents. 

. Art Sharp was back from Randolph 
Field, Texas, for his furlough with his par- 
ents in Lincoln. Art is hopeful that his 
army career may be shortened by a change 
to Reserve status and that he may be back 
to civilian life much sooner than anticipated. 
... John Moore is ready and willing to tell 
any interested listener that 13th & O is not 
the best spot in Lincoin at which to make 
a left hand traffic turn. He learned the 
hard way; and as if paying one fine wasn’t 
enough, later the very same day he tried 


parking for an hour at a 30-minute meter 
and learned that this practice is highly im- 
proper also... . We’re very sure that every 
employee at the Warehouse Building joins 
me in expressing sincere thanks to each and 
every member of the LT.&T. Employees’ 
Chorus who provided us with the beautiful 
Christmas music during the noon. hour on 
December 24th. No previous anouncement 
of the visit had been made this year, as has 
been done in the past, which made the carol- 
ers’ visit a pleasant surprise. Many Thanks 
To All Of You! 


Traffic Department 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Goldia Bize, Associate Editor 


Lydia Tice received a most unusual birth- 
day present—a sprained hip and a frac- 
tured ankle bone. Just guess the excite- 
ment was too much for Lydia. We certainly 
do extend our sympathy and wish you a 
speedy recovery, Lydia. ... Another on our 
sick list is Reah Churchill, who underwent 
surgery. We certainly hope you are back 
to work with the issuance of this News, 
Reah. . .. “Granny” Watson was in her 
height of glory with her two grand- 
daughters on her knee during the holidays. 

. It’s probably old news by this time, 
but Francine Hillier of the engineering de- 
partment will occupy the “front”? desk in 
Room 303. The reason—your associate 
editor is leaving LT&T to become a full 
time housewife. Naturally, Fran has “vol- 
unteered” to write long and newsy columns 
for the general traffic and cafeteria. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


The flurry of Christmas is past and we 
are getting back to normal again. ... The 
Christmas party of the Lincoln traffic de- 
partment was greatly enjoyed by all. The 
various committees were composed of pub- 
licity, Evelyn Soukup, Eloise Baldwin, 
Jackie Crook, Janice Jacobsen, with Ver- 
letta Gable, chairman; decoration, Grace 
Kessinger, Ruth Scholl, Arlene Herderman, 
Helen Heiser, with Margaret Harris, chair- 


How're We Doin’? 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1952 


Central District ...... ieee 2,203 
Eastern District 


Total 
Total Stations in 


Service 12-31-52....111,290 
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man; program, June Werner, Donna Hus- 
mann, Esther Filipi, with Carolyn Becker, 
chairman; refreshments, Jean Pearson, Reba 
Walker, Kathryn Barnes, Dorothe Keller, 
Vera Burk, Veronica Krause, Joan Giebel- 
haus, Virginia Gates, with Kennetha Perry, 
chairman. These girls worked hard to make 
our party a success, and a vote of thanks is 
extended to all. ... Virginia Stiles is very 
happy these days, with a new diamond. 

. Betty Kroeger is in the process of 
moving—and sometimes comes to work 
with painted arms or hands. The red chairs 
didn’t get all the paint. .. . Wilma Wergin 
spent a day in Omaha recently, shopping. 

. Arlene Fitzpatrick visited her sister 


in Weeping Water. . . . Della Wilcox jour- 
neyed to Blackwell, Oklahoma, to spend 
the week end with her mother. ... Ruth 


and Lola Hetherington visited their par- 
ents in Lawrence... . Evelyn Koch went 
to Alexandria to visit her mother... . Lil- 
lian Hubbard went to Sioux City to attend 
the funeral of her uncle. 


Southern District 
Paula Otte, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


Colleen Curttright and Emma Lee DeJonge, 
Correspondents 


Due to the blizzard almost everyone was 
marooned in Auburn for Thanksgiving, the 
greater share of them spending the day 
working. However, Betty Bassinger ven- 
tured forth as far as Omaha and returned 
home safely. June Bippes and Mary Jane 
were stalled at Howe and had to walk a 
distance through the blizzard. Wilma and 
Huldah didn’t get quite so far—they got 
stuck at the curb, but managed to get out 
with a little masculine help. Leta started 
to Lincoln with Rita and Shirley but they 
were forced to return home because of the 
blizzard. Shirley didn’t mind too much, 
though, as she recently won a chicken at 
a turkey drawing. Another lucky winner 
was Marcus Johnson’s wife. She won a 
watch band in one of the contests held the 
night of the window unveiling. ... We 
were all saddened by the death of Stella 
Clark. As many as could attended the 
funeral services. . Visitors this month 
were George Eggleston, from Pawnee City, 
and Marjorie DeBuhr and little Al Lynn. 
Marjorie has given up her duties here as 
operator. . . . We received a very lovely 
bouquet of flowers from Paul Milam last 
week. . . . There seem to be several new 
things around this month. Marcus Johnson 
bought a television set, Nadine DeBuhr 
bought a car, and Rita Ballard received a 
diamond—third finger, of course. . . . There 
were so many overshoes around during the 
snow that the girls had a hard time iden- 
tifying their own. Doris solved the prob- 
lem for herself by sewing bells on her 
overshoes. Yes, she has rings on her fin- 
gers and bells on her toes! ... The traf- 
fic department held a Christmas party De- 
cember 16. Games were played and refresh- 
ments were served. They also had a eift 
exchange. Vivian Kinghorn returned 


from her vacation. She spent it at home 
where she entertained company. She reports 
a very enjoyable vacation. Betty Bassinger 
was lucky enough to get a vacation during 
Christmas. She went with her husband to 
‘Texas where they visited relatives during 
Christmas, then went sightseeing to the 
Rio Grande Valley and other points of 
interest. . . . Oakel just knew that some- 
one was being murdered in her house when 
she came home one night but it was only 
the dog, which the neighbor children had 
shut in on the porch. ... Joan Stephens 
gave Shirley a new candy recipe to try 
out. Shirley was to bring some to work 
so Joan could sample it. Shirley did this 
but by the time Joan got there—no candy! 
Too many others had gotten there first and 
sampled it. . . . Wilma, Marilyn, Iris and 
Joan McIninch went into the show to see 
Helen one night. Once in the theatre they 
decided they might as well stay. But the 
manager had different ideas. No pay, no 
stay. . . . While crossing the street in 
Omaha, Wilma, June Bippes and Marilyn 
got called down by the traffic cop for 
walking against a red light. The reason 
they didn’t see the red light was because 
they were too busy watching the cop on 
the corner—same one. ... Helen Dettmer 
has a quaint habit. She always forgets to 
take off her anklets when she gets in the 
bath tub. After this had happened several 
times she finally ran out of clean anklets. 
Her sister had to come to the rescue by 
giving her a Christmas present early. Of 
course it contained anklets. Oakel, Marilyn, 
Shirley and Joan McIninch decided she 
needed something else to take in the bath 
tub with her so she wouldn’t have to wear 
her anklets so they bought her a little pink 
celluloid elephant. We welcome Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Paro and daughters to 
Humboldt. Mr. Paro is our new com- 
binationman. 


Beatrice Area 
Paula Otte, Correspondent 


The traffic and commercial department 
girls held their annual Christmas party on 
Monday evening, December 15, in the 
telephone building. A large number parti- 
cipated in a most delicious dinner following 
which a group picture was taken and gifts 
were exchanged. Our sincere thanks to those 
responsible for this enjoyable evening. ... 
A Christmas Day telephone call from Dr. 
Robert Dickenman of San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dicken- 
man revealed the good news that “Bob” has 
passed his California State Board Medical 
Examination. We are very happy to pass 
this good news on to you. .. . Dan Smith, 
district wire chief, has been vacationing 
the past few weeks and as far as we know 
spent the greater part of the time in Beat- 
rice and York. ... Santa was good to all 
of us and was extra good to our cashier, 
Donna Wehling, who is modeling a beauti- 
ful new Elgin wrist watch. 

Crete Area 
Jo Ann Znamenacek, Correspondent 

The Christmas party, held by the com- 
mercial and traffic department girls, was 
a covered dish supper in the telephone 


building with an exchange of gifts. Every- 
one reported an enjoyable evening. Jo Ann 
Znamenacek, a late vacationer, spent a 
quiet week at home. 


Fairbury Area 
Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 


We had a lovely Christmas Party in the 
basement Wednesday, December 17, and 
gorged ourselves on the following: Fried 
chicken, potatoes, salad, baked beans, cole 
slaw, candied sweet potatoes, cranberry 
salad, ham & corn, hot rolls, jelly, relishes 
of all kinds, some luscious cakes by Bernice 
Bauer, Edna Schoenrock and Vera Sweet- 
ser—and last but not least, we were favored 
with some of Martha’s dill pickles deluxe. 
A gift exchange was held in the lounge room 
following the dinner. ‘Those in charge of 
the party were Annie Stocker, Mary Jack- 
son, Vera Sweetser and Juanita Waring.... 
Irene Smalldon’s tongue got in the way the 
other day and while building a circuit to 
Pensacola, Florida, she ordered ‘‘Pepsi- 
Cola,” Florida. ... Vera Nolte, Chief Op- 
erator-Cashier at Daykin, is recuperating in 
the Bryan Memorial Hospital following 
surgery. We hope you don’t get too lone- 


some, Vera. 
Tecumseh Area 


Mary Kalin, Correspondent 
To most of the employees here Thanks- 
giving was just another day of work. Be- 
cause of the blizzard the men in the plant 


NEW EQUIPMENT BUILDING 
SHOWS FURTHER PROGRESS 


The shape of things to come is rapid- 
ly taking form at the new equipment 
building in Lincoln. Day by day, 
almost hour by hour, further changes 
are evident as equipment is moved into 
place and readied for service. At right, 
Russell White (on ladder) and Carl 
Mischnick are well into the task of 
running jumpers. Below, Al Kroon, 
foreman of the Automatic Electric 
equipment installers, stands before one 
of the two long rows of switchboards 
which are being set in place in the 
future operating room. 


department were working to clear trouble, 
and a good many miles were covered on 
foot. The operators also worked long hours 
at the switchboard. . . . Late vacationers in- 
cluded Hilda Ramsey and Eva Wenzl, both 
enjoying their leisure time at their respec- 
tive homes. Virginia Lempka enjoyed a 
visit with her sister from Minden over a 
recent week-end. Speaking of luck—Vir- 
ginia and her husband were the lucky re- 
cipients of $100.00 in a special drawing 
sponsored by the Tecumseh Chamber of 
Commerce. Bet they had no trouble decid- 
ing what to do with it! MHenri Goracke at- 


tended funeral services for her grandmother, 
Mrs. Agnes Schuster, who died December 
i9. She had been making her home with 
Henri’s family... . The girls in the traffic 
and commercial departments enjoyed their 
annual Christmas party December 16. Three 
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former employees, Mrs. Goldie Busenbar- 
rick, Effie Smith, and Mrs. Edna Wagner, 
were also present. Everyone enjoyed the 
delicious lunch, and there was a gift ex- 
change. A grab-bag was also passed around, 
and you should’ve seen some of the non- 
sensical items that came out of it! Some of 
the girls enjoyed playing cards, and there 
seemed to be a little cheating being done 
by some of the players. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 


Velma Garland, Correspondent 


The traffic and commercial girls had their 
Christmas party on December 18. Gifts 
were exchanged and those attending report 
having a very enjoyable evening. A gift 
was given to Larene Krupicka, who is trans- 
ferring to the York office. . . . Gladys Stiers 
completed the remaining week of her vaca- 
tion at home attending to those last minute 
Christmas preparations. ... Gracie Diek- 
hoff put on her hip boots and trudged 
through the snow to Golden, Colorado, to 
spend a week’s vacation with her brother 
and family. . . . Our sincere thanks to all 
the wonderful people who remembered us 
at Christmas time with cards, candy and 
cookies. 

Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 

Betty Kluver recently returned to work 
following a visit to California. She reports 
a wonderful time. . . . Helen Campbell and 
Ruth Compton have also been enjoying va- 
cations. Ruth visited her daughter and her 
family in Fulton, Missouri; then went to 
Louisville, Kentucky, to visit her niece. 
Helen visited her sister in Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
and at her home in Palmer. Minnie 
Schlitt enjoyed her vacation at home... . 
Some people are lucky. Carolyn Swedlund 
recently won a diamond ring just by regis- 
tering at the Bruce’s Jewelry Store... .On 
December 16 the girls of the traffic, com- 
mercial and plant departments had their 
Christmas party. Lu Bacon presented the 
following program: Piano solos by Gloria 
Jones, ballet and tap dances by Anita and 
Carol McCarthy, vocal duets by Pat Martin 
and Rosalie Finnerty, accordion solos by 
Marian Thiel, readings by DeEtte Brook- 
hart, and violin solos by Carol Banta. Fol- 
lowing the program gifts were exchanged 
and later a delicious lunch was served by 
the committee. Our thanks to the commit- 
tee who were Luetta Bacon, Jean Meisen- 
bach, Carol Banta, Barbara Pedersen, Anna 
Bott and LaVeta Resler. A number of toys 
were brought to be given to the Good Fel- 
lows. ... The girls of the traffic depart- 
ment were the recipients of a box of apples 
from the Gamble Robinson Company, and a 
box of candy from Rae Ellen Grannis and 
Verena Carr, two former operators who are 
now living in Lincoln. . . . Barbara Peder- 


sen was a very happy girl on Christmas day. 


The reason, a very beautiful diamond. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 
Everyone has been rushing around Christ- 
mas shopping and making plans for the 
holidays, but from indications the weather 
man may not cooperate, and those planning 
trips away from home may be disappointed. 
We hope this doesn’t happen and may we 
take this opportunity to wish one and all 
a Happy New Year. 
Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 
Vacations are over now but we still have 
a few that were not mentioned in the last 
News. William “Bill” Mouden and R. E. 
Wait spent the remainder of their vacations 
trying to get a few ducks but without much 
success. Better luck next year. . .. Yours 
truly spent her vacation at home and was 
able to get Christmas shopping done early. 
. . . The bowling team is doing fair, so the 
boys say. However, we have a quip from 
Rodney Blakeney, Stromsburg combination- 
man, and I quote, “Some of the men are 
improving fine, but not guys like me.” 
Ferhaps “Rod’s” luck will change soon. We 
hope so... . “Rod” Blakeney and his fian- 
cee, Gloria Berger, York traffic, were among 
the lucky ones to see the Ice Follies in 
Omaha. An area-wide party of em- 
ployees and their families was held at 
Stromsburg before Christmas with 24 in 
attendance. The evening began at 6:00 
P.M. with a covered dish dinner, consist- 
ing of baked ham, escalloped potatoes, can- 
died sweet potatoes, baked beans, a lazy 
susan dish and a special dessert prepared 
by Smick Williams. After the table was 
cleared, the rest of the evening was spent 
playing bingo, watching television and 
dancing to the nickelodeon. Smick played 
some of his tricks on us and after lunch 
everyone left vowing that we should have 
such parties more often. As far as anyone 
at the party could remember, it was the 
first Christmas party which was attended 
by employees from the entire area. The 
party was also attended by Carolyn Oquist 
and Mrs. Headman, former employees, and 
Charles Olson, formerly area manager, who 
is now retired. 
Superior Area 
Ivalee Webber, Correspondent 
The Superior office started Christmas 
celebrations with a dinner party on the 15th. 
After dinner there was an exchange of gifts. 


Entertainment was supplied by _ several 
members of the traffic department. Every- 
one had an enjoyable evening. . . . Barbara 


Reed and Dorothy Reeve expect their 
fiances home over the holidays. . . . Donna 
Gaddis has virtually been in the “clouds” 
since receiving an engagement ring from 
her one and only. ... Joline Loop’s fiance 
arrived from California for a furlough be- 
fore reporting for overseas duty... . Verna 
Pantier and Fay Pettit have finished their 
toll training. . . . Anyone feeling educated 
along the line of putting on chains may offer 
their services to Bertha Anderson. I think 
some instructions would be greatly appreci- 
ated. .. . Clarinda Lake has been on the 
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sick list but is now back to work again.... 
Clara Chambers has decided it’s cheaper to 
walk when the streets are icy—nice dent 
in that pretty Ford, Clara. ... Mrs. Kee- 
nan and family spent the Thanksgiving holi- 
day with her parents at Bassett, Nebraska. 
. . . Beverly Blacksher spent eseveral days 
in Steele City visiting relatives while her 
husband took an Army physical examina- 
tion. . . . Mrs. Marvin Schopp wishes to 
express her thanks to certain telephone 
operators who placed calls and were suc- 
cessful in getting her party when her grand- 
child was seriously injured in an automo- 
bile accident. . . . The surprise Christmas 
gift, a G. E. Steam Iron by the traffic de- 
partment to Mrs. Keenan, leaves no doubt 
in her mind that 27 girls can keep a secret. 


Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Mr. Spahnle, commercial engineer, and 
Mr. Andrews, traffic engineer, were recent 
visitors in our office. ... E. A. Moorhead 
was the late vacationer in this area. He 
enjoyed a quiet vacation at home during 
Christmas week. . . . The Sutton Christmas 
party was held at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Mankamyer and Kae. The fol- 
lowing employees enjoyed a wonderful tur- 
key dinner with all the trimmings—Mr. and 
Mrs. Mike Cassel, Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Cul- 
ver and Bobbie, Mr. and Mrs! R. H. Hun- 
zeker and Debbie, Mr. and Mrs. Don Firme 
and Sheryl, Norma Nuss, Mr. and Mrs. 
P. V. Eckles and Dickie of Edgar, Mr. and 
Mrs. E. A. Moorhead of Clay Center, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Adkins of Harvard. Mr. 
and Mrs. Vincent Nagle were unable to 
attend due to illness. The evening was 
spent in playing cards and exchanging gifts. 

York Area 
Beverly Smith, Correspondent 

Those of us who were wishing for a 
“White Christmas” this year were certainly 
not disappointed. Those braving the icy 
roads and cold winds were Mr. Nelson and 
family, who drove to Auburn for the marri- 
age of their daughter December 23. Also 
venturing out into the cold was Rocky Light, 
commercial department, who commuted to 
her home town of Polk for the Christmas 
holidays. Chuck Salisbury drove to 
Texas to bring his daughter, Dolly, home 
for Christmas vacation. Dolly is attending 
college in Texas.. . . The women employees 
of the company assembled December 17 in 
the basement for the annual Christmas 
party. Marguerite Ienn headed the food 
committee, and she and her helpers pre- 
pared and served a delicious baked ham 
dinner. After everyone had _ thoroughly 
“stuffed” themselves, the party adjourned 
to the Operator’s Lounge for a gift exchange. 
Mrs. Pflughaupt, Chief Operator, presented 
each girl with a box of stationery. ... La- 
vonna Philson was the honored guest at a 
party held in the company basement. La- 
vonna was presented with a gift, and every- 
one attending was served coffee and cake. 
Mrs. Philson left the company to join her 
husband in Lincoln. ... Alex Pauley and 
family are spending the holidays in Denver, 
Colorado, visiting Mrs. Pauley’s mother and 
brother. 
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5 DOG WILSON AVA EARLY AGAIN ; 


HAZTINGS 


WHO RUSHED THE SEASON- AND 
HAD ALL HIS CHRISTMAS CARDS 
ADDRESSED AND STAMPED IN 
LATE NOVEMBER. HE PUT THEM 
IN HI5 DESK To AWAIT THE 
PROPER TIME FOR MAILING 
>*--AND FOUND THEM 
STILL IN THE DRAWER. 

A WEEK AFTER THE 

NEW YEAR, 
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MY FEET DIONT HURT 
UNTIL WE STARTED HOME 


HAT THIS SHOULD 
HAPPEN TO ME — 
OF ALL PEOPLE ! 
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STERLING NELSON , WHO-WE EMPHATICALLY 
STATE-15 A TEETOTALER, OUCHED ALL 
THE WAY HOME FROM fA NEW YEARS’ 
PARTY AT YORK WEARING wO LEFT 
OVER SHOES ! 
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| SCOTTISH-BORN GRACE CRUSE, PERSONNEL, 
STILL SHUDDERS WHEN SHE THINKS OF LAST 
PAYDAY - AND HOW SHE THREW HER CHECK IN 

| THE WASTE BASKET AND LATER ATTEMPTED To 
CASH THE EARNINGS RECORD SLIP AT THE BANK, 
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I'LL ONLY BE. GONE 


DICK SPOHN » ACCOUNTING, ACCEPTED AN 
A MOMENT 


INVITATION TO A CARD PARTY, QUITE FORGETTING 
bs ys head ile A REND OMAHA 
DRVEGUTHRIE, COE. er pe Fis He Wee CALLED FROM HS BED AY 
LADERA ENEBR | GEE] 2 ALM. APTER LES6 THAN ONE HOUR'S SLEEP 
ALADDER Li = AO BEGIN ANOTHER DAY, DICK INSISTS 
City OFFICE WHEN | 4 AWMERE WILL BE NO MORE LATE HOURS 
ted a eS pare ie 2fOHN pe FOR ANOTHER 
LARGER PIECES BOPPED DAVE SMACK ON THE HEAD. melBesiat 
HIS REMARK, AS HE WIPED AWAY THE GORE WHS A : 
CLASSIC, “THE HEAD IS ALL RIGHT HE SAID,” BUT 
ITS Too BAD ABOUT THAT NICE LAMP GLOBE." 
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ON THE DAY OF THE BIG SNOW ALL CARS WERE FORCED To DISREGARD THE 
fARALLEL PARKING SIGNS IN FRONT OF THE GENERAL OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR FEAR THEY WOULD BE UP AGARINST-THE CURB FORTHE DURATION. . 
) ... BUT NOT MARLENE THOMPSON OF LINCOLN TRAFFIC. SHE SPENT 

| A HECTIC I5 MINUTES SQUEEZING HER CAR INTo A LEGAL PARKING 
| SPACE AND THE NEXT QUARTER HOUR EXTRICATING IT FROM 
BETWEEN A LONG ROW OF DIAGONAL PARKING LAW BREAKERS . 
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YEAH — LETS GET OUT 
OF HERE , TS COLD ! 


AND-THIS, MY FRIEND, 15 
THE ROOF ! 
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LYMAN "FIxiT “AEFE HAS BEEN WORRIED 

HAT HIS BLOOD WAS GETTING THIN . HE 

| HAS BEEN COLD ALL WINTER. HE DISCoVERED 
THE REASON A FEW DAYS AGO WHEN HE 
SPIED THE THERMOSTAT OF HIS CAR STILL 

| LYING ON THE GARAGE BENCH WHERE HE 

| HAD LEFT IT WHEN HE REPLACED THE 

| HOSE CONNECTIONS LAST FALL. 
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DICK SINCLAIR , MAIL MESSENGER, 
BACKED OV] OF THE ELEVATOR, 
PULLING A CART FILLED WITH 
DIRECTORIES. HE TRIPPED AT THE 
DOOR, FELL FLAT ON HIS BACK 
HNO WAS PINNED Jo THE FLOOR 
AS THE CART CAME To REST ASTRIDE 
H19 SUPINE Bopy. - HATTIE STALEY 
WAS ABOUT To CALL THE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT WHEN HE FINALLY 
MADE Hid ESCAPE ¥ROM 
UNDER THE VEHICLE. 
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ASA WATERS WAS SHOWING A FRIEND THE NEW EQUIPMENT 
BUILDING AND IN HIS USUAL THOROUGH MANNER COVERED ALL. 
THE POINTS OF INTEREST. THE EXPLORERS FINALLY ARRIVED 
AT THE ROOF AND AFTER A GOOD LOOK ABOUT, ATTEMPTED To 
RETRACE THEIR STEPS; BUT THE DOOR HAD BLOWN SHUT 

BEHIND THEM ANDTHEY WERE MAROONED. FORTUNATELY THEY WERE 
ABLE TO ATTRACT ATTENTION BEFORE NIGHTFALL AND WERE 
FINALLY RESCUED FROM THEIR. LOFTY PERCH 
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Dick Learns About Rate Increases And That There's A Right 
And Wrong Way To Explain Them To A Customer 


“pr you read in the paper about 

those pirates wanting to jack up 
our telephone bills again, Steve?” said 
the jowly gent, obviously talking at the 
telephone plant gang catching a mid- 
night snack in the local diner. 


‘Nope, I don’t get time for the paper 
these days,” the counterman grinned. 
“But maybe they need the dough,” he 
added brightly. 


“Yeah, to keep a lot of loafers on 
the pay roll sitting around Junch- 
wagons,” was the jowly gent’s pointed 
retort. 


Dick, the newest recruit to the splic- 
ing force, shifted restlessly on his stool; 
and his muttered comment fell some- 
what short of LT&T’s tradition of 
courtesy and helpfulness. 

“IT ought to pop him one on the 
jaw,” Dick growled with indignation 
inspired by half a night’s work on an 
emergency cable job. 


Hank, an experienced splicer, laid a 
restraining hand on his helper’s mus- 
cular arm. 


“Relax, Dick,” he advised. “Joe Jen- 
kins is the sort who’s always ripe for 
an argument. But he isn’t a bad guy 
if you know how to handle him.” 


To the jowly gent Hank remarked, 
‘Maybe you’ve got something there, 
Joe. It’s tough the way prices of every- 
thing are hiked these days. Keeps a 
man scratching to meet his bills.” 


“You should know, Hank, your com- 
pany’s certainly boosted our telephone 
bills,” countered Jenkins. 


“Well. come to think of it,” Hank 
sidestepped, “that last load of coal you 
delivered was up a little, too—more 
than double what it cost about 10 years 
ago. But there’s no kick, Joe, every- 
body knows how coal costs have been 
hiked at the mines.” 
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“You're darned right, they have,” Joe 
Jenkins agreed, somewhat soothed, as 
Hank handed the counterman fifteen 
cents. 


‘Hamburger and cup of java, fifteen 
cents. That’s right isn’t it, Steve?” he 
said casually, with a wink at Dick. 


“What's the gag, Hank? Your check 
is 30 cents,” said the custodian of the 
coffee-urn. 


“My mistake, Steve, I forgot about 
your prices being hiked.” Hank pro- 
duced the additional change. “Tough 
time you'd have trying to get by at 
the old figures.” 


Steve admitted. 
Dick 


“T’d have to close,” 


“You and the doctors, both,” 
said. “No more ulcers.” 
“Sure you would, Steve,” Hank con- 
tinued, ignoring his helper. “With the 
present costs of hamburger on the hoof 
and coffee in the can you couldn't 
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stay in business at the old prices. Same 
goes for Joe. He'd go broke selling coal 
at the old figure.” 


“Not while Joe weighs your load, 
he'd never go broke,” Dick said. 


“Quiet,” said Hank. “No business 
can get by today on the old price level; 
and that includes the telephone busi- 
ness. With rising costs for wages and 
materials, plus the big tax bite, it stands 
to reason that giving you service costs 
more than a few years ago.” 


‘So what? You already got a raise 
in your rates,” Joe Jenkins protested. 


“That,” Hank explained patiently, 
“wasn’t enough to put us in shape to 
serve all our customers. Maybe you re- 
member that we said so at the time. 
And it certainly isn’t enough now the 
way prices have gone up still more.” 


“Why,” continued Hank, “even with 
the increase we're asking for, telephone 
service wouldn’t be up nearly as much 
as most other things you buy, like cof- 
fee, hamburger and coal. You couldn't 
complain on that, could you, Joe?” 


asked Joe. 


“You're not cheering, mister,” sug- 
gested Dick. 


“Well, let’s just say that Joe wants 
to know the score,” Hank said. “And 
we want him to. We want all our cus- 
tomers to know why we need to go 
up on their telephone bills.” 


“Listen Hank,” interrupted Dick. 
“Tell him those other reasons for a 
raise in telephone rates. Tell him...” 


“Who's complaining?” 


“Don’t jump the gun, Dick,” grinned 
Hank. “I was just coming to that. 


‘Toe, boy,” he continued, “have you 
any idea of the big job we have provid- 
ing telephone service? Of how much 
money we spent during the last five 
years, or how much more we need to 
spend? Let me tell you, it’s a lot.” 


“Then, too,” he pointed out, “you 
have to think of the investors who 
have put up money for all this expan- 
sion. They expect to get a fair return 
on their money.” 


“The truth is,” he continued, “the 
telephone company usually is left hold- 
ing the bag where price rises are con’ 
cerned. You might blame it on our 
being a ‘regulated’ industry and the 
delays we usually have in obtaining 
xate increases. But you have to admit 


it. There we are at the tail end of 
the price level parade. We've lagged 
behind others who can raise prices any 
time they need to, Joe,” Hank con- 


cluded. 


“Well, if you can make a speech 
like that, there must be something to 
it,” admitted Joe Jenkins. “Nobody’s 


ON 


Cras pect! ON \ 
cons INVESTORS’ 


going to take money out of my pocket 
and convince me over night, but Ill 
admit there seems to be two sides to 
this argument.” 

“We sure put Joe Jenkins straight,” 
Dick said as they left the diner. 


“We made some progress,” 
agreed. 


Hank 
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| RETIRED 
| EMPLOYEES 
SF FETED AT 

» Ml COTNER 
eG We TERRACE 


Despite the hazards of travel, the banquet tables were filled to the far walls. In ‘ 
the foreground, from left are: Merle M. Hale, vice-president; T. C. Woods, president; : om active 
Mrs. T. C. Woods, and Walter F, Roberts, personnel director. ee “ap loyees who retired tr ‘od from 

service during the four-year period 1 


1949 through 1952 were guests of honor at @ 
dinner held at Cotner Terrace, Lincoln, ©” 
January 20. The choice of date was later Te 
gretted, because inclement driving weather 19 
the form of ice-coated streets and highways 
forced many of the invited guests to a 
their plans to attend. Even so, half a hundre 
retired employees, guests and company officers 
were present. The hosts were members of 
Board of Directors and operating officials © 
the company, 

Ample opportunity and encouragement ae 
afforded everyone to circulate about and gree 
the other guests. Lapel tags, bearing an 
Wearer’s name, served in place of formal intro 
ductions. 

Later on a leisurely dinner wa 
a private dining room. Merle M. Hi 
President, served as “M.C.” to introduce : 
extend a welcome to the guests. He read nee 
eral letters of regret from retired employees ? 


Ss enjoyed - 
ale, vice” 
and 
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Mr. Woods presents inscribed “retirement clocks” to Jarvis Dennis and Adella far away places the seater unable to return O 
Kyckelhahn, who were introduced by Mr. Hale as junior members of the retire- the d; aT ee Woods pre- 
ment club. € dinner. President Thomas C. kelhahn 
sented retirement clocks to Adella Kyc of the 


; we >rs O 
and Jarvis Dennis, two junior members 


> Lisa 4 se O 
select group. Mr. Woods also made U hn 
esent Jo 


the ; 
: ge omen to personally pre h his 29 
Pady, western district manager, wi! or’ 


year service emblem. A performance by His 
Lon; the Magician, completed the program 1c€ 
wevy of assistants selected from the game 
Included Ann Keegan, Nona Brusnahan, *¥* 


Livingston and A. B. Gorman. 


Above, left: Morton, the magician, is about to teach a new shorthand system 
to Editor A. B. Gorman. Above, right: T. C, Woods presents a 25-year pin to John 
Spady, district manager, Hastings. At right: Morton is about to make something 
disappear. Nona Brusnahan and Ivan Livingston hope it isn’t to be one of them. 
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“Bingo!” cries George Hansen, while a tableful of Pioneers check his card to keep him 
honest. Facing the camera from the end of the table are: Chairman Claude Helm, “Babe” 
Combs, Joy Dobbs, George Hansen and Rex Winders. 


T ALL began at a meeting of the 

pioneer social committee. 

In an obscure corner of the smoke 
filled room a nameless committee mem- 
ber arose to complain that there had 
never been held a pioneer party for 
Lincoln and its environs, and suggested 
that it was high time that outgrown vil- 
lage should be given its due, and its 
pioneers the opportunity to meet face 
to face with their fellow members. 
There was a spot on the agenda for 
such a gathering. Someone made a 
motion and the “ayes” had it. 

It was decided that out-of-town pio- 
neers should be invited, too. Not in 
the hope that many would make an 
appearance, but that should some 
choose to brave the miles and winter 
weather, they would be more than 
welcome. 


Above: Carl Ahl and President Bruce 
Sievers call out numbers to an anxious audi- 
ence. At right: Visiting the hobby show are 
Mayme Carroll, Nona Brusnahan, Marie Pear- 
son, Frieda Ross, Belle Meester, Moreanne 
Alldritt and Jessie Van Trump. The last five 
are all from Hastings. 


So the get-together was planned and 
appropriately advertised, and Waldo 
McDowell’s screams rose to a high fal- 
setto when he learned that everything 
was to be for free—and would have 
to be paid for from his treasurer’s 
check book. He felt no better when 
the reservation slips began to pour in, 
indicating not only a bumper Lincoln 
crowd, but that hordes of pioneers from 
the far reaches of the state were plan- 
ning to be on hand. 


Came Friday, January 30. The Big 
Day! The weather held clear and mild. 
It looked like a Hollywood premiere. 
The club rooms were packed to the 
walls when the lines began to form for 
the 6:30 smorgasbord supper. Ray 
Baldwin was purveyor of the food. He 
nearly bought out the delicatessen store 
for Irene Combs and her serving com- 
mittee. He figured just right. There 
was an exact abundance and not a mor- 
sel to spare. Never before had such 
appetites been turned loose on a free 
pioneer feed. The tables were swept 
bare. The last man in line found only 
two olive seeds and a well gnawn crust. 

The program was a dandy. Chairman 
Claude Helm dropped the responsibil- 
ity of providing entertainment in the 
lap of President Sievers himself. With 
an ample supply of helpers, the “Pres” 


PIONEERS 
RALLY ROUND 
AT LINCOLN 


revived the old “hoss” race act with a 
vengeance. The two-dollar windows 
swarmed with pioneers trying to get 
their stage money down on the nose 
of their favorite nag. Heavy winners 
were Chuck Salisbury, York; Mary 
Meister, Tecumseh, and Mary Beaty, 
Wahoo. Merle Hale won the door 
prize in a drawing conducted in full 
view of the audience by Generalissimo 
Helm and Honest Asa Waters. A win- 
some tap dancer—and her costume— 
made a brief appearance in what was 
announced as a preview of the annual 
banquet program. A session of bingo, 
pure and legal, occupied the remainder 
of the evening. 


A hobby show was advertised to run 
in conjunction with the get-together, 
and even the most optimistic backers of 
that project were astounded at the flood 
of entries that filled the art depart- 
ment and overflowed into the club 
rooms. More than 20 different hob- 
bies were on display. Featuring the 
show with live exhibits were S. F. 
Bush, with his two black and white 
toy Pekinese dogs, and Bob Ross, who 
drew the throngs to his showing of a 
nationally famous Siamese cat and two 
of her recent brood of nine kittens. 


There were 155 pioneers registered 
in the book at the door. From start 
to finish the party was most successful. 
It will surely be held as a mark to shoot 
at by future social committees. 
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One of nature’s worst combinations, low 
temperatures and high winds, being battled 
by B. L. Herzog, at top of pole, and H. F. 
Kempf, during the restoration of service in 
the western district. 


Ice, Wind And Wire Breaks 


ile THE hours before dawn, on Janu- 

ary 15, the citizens of some parts of 
our territory were startled to hear the 
crashing of thunder. They peered out 
their windows to see a vivid display of 
lightning. It was the unusual begin- 
ning of a short and capricious blizzard 
that threw about everything in the 
book at eastern Nebraska before it went 
its way. The storm began with a freez- 
ing drizzle and snow that blanketed the 
territory in the early morning hours, 
and incrusted telephone wires with ice 
coatings ranging to an inch in diameter. 
A high wind came out of the north- 
west, causing innumerable wire breaks 
and whipping other wires together 
where they froze into permanent 


crosses. 


By midmorning 128 long distance cir- 
cuits terminating in Lincoln were out 
of service and telephone men were 
battling against almost hopeless odds 


in trying to restore some of the more 
important ones. 


Clearing skies of the next day 
brought plummeting temperatures. 
During the night of Friday, January 
16, the thermometer sank to seven-be- 
low at Lincoln while readings of 18- 
below were recorded in some parts of 
Butler County Ice coated highways 
still made travel difficult and danger- 
ous but restoration of toll circuits was 
proceeding rapidly now that the ice 
had ceased to form. 


The west end suffered severely from 
wire breaks in exchange plant. Nearly 
50 poles were down within the district 
while ten-below temperature and wind 
in 40-mile gusts added to the delay 
in bringing plant back into service. 
There were 450 breaks reported in the 
copper wire for this district alone. 


The eastern district suffered, as usual, 
in Butler and Saunders Counties. The 
center of their damage was in the David 
City vicinity. The repair crews en- 
countered 950 wire breaks and reset 40 
damaged or broken poles, most of them 
being located in the two counties. 


Most of the trouble in the central 
district came from crosses. The ice coat- 
ing reached only about !4 inch in dia- 
meter so that too great a strain was not 
thrown on its pole lines. This was re- 
flected in almost a complete absence of 
broken poles. The southern district 
was generally out of the area of heavy 
incrustation and escaped with only 
superficial damage. 


Year Of Progress For 
Co-op Association 


HE annual meeting of the Lincoln 
Telephone Employees Co-operative 
redit Association was held on Janu- 
ary 17, with President A. B. Smith 
directing the regular order of business. 
In his report to the membership he 
said 1952 had been a good year in 
which the steady conservative growth 
of the association continued. He recom- 
mended that further means be taken 
to acquaint employees with the ad- 
vantages of their own credit organiza- 
tion when in need of funds. In nearly 
all cases, he said, they may obtain 
money from the Co-op as quickly and 
cheaply as from other sources, and 
usually at a considerable savings. 


Mr. Smith also stated that in the 
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future the association will endeavor to 
place more loans to employees for 
household articles and furniture. Here- 
tofore this field has been neglected in 
favor of real estate, automobile and 
personal loans. Now the Co-op is pre- 
pared to offer its services to employees 
who feel the immediate urge for T-V, 
a new refrigerator, stove, rug, or what- 
have-you. They recommend that em- 
ployees in need of a short-term loan 
should check first with Co-op, and learn 
that it is to their advantage and benefit. 


In summing up the business of the 
Co-op in 1952, the president reported 
that three per cent interest had been 
paid on both deposits and shares; that 
the membership list had increased from 
553 to 585: loans to members from 
$103,042 to $111,478; and government 
bond holdings from $80,000 to $113,- 
000. Total assets increased by $35,000. 
By action of the Board of Directors the 
amount of money that may be assigned 
to loans on real estate was increased 
from $50,000 to $60,000, thus forming 
a more flexible schedule for allocating 
the funds of the association. 


The Co-op office is now in its newly 
remodeled quarters, Room 213, where 
customers are greeted by Mrs. Tillie 
Boyd, bookkeeper. The office is de- 
signed to furnish privacy and conven- 
ience in conducting business. 


Adrian M. Newens, Vance E. Em- 
brey and Waldo J. McDowell were 
elected to the Board of Directors. Re- 
elected to the board were present mem- 
bers A. S. Keckler, Dan W. Smith, 
W. K. Eno, P. H. Henson, R. B. Hob- 
son, J. L. Lyne, G. E. Miller, A. B. 
Smith, R. H. Spohn and L. A. Stacy. 


The new board met in official ses- 
sion on January 23 and re-elected, as 
officers for the coming year, A B. 
Smith, president; L. A. Stacy, vice pres- 
ident; J. L. Lyne, treasurer and R. H. 
Spohn, secretary. The new credit com- 
mittee is composed of C. C. Donley, 
W. F. Roberts and B. J. Sievers. The 
supervisory committee of I. J. Devoe, 
H. W. Potter and F. M. Strasser shows 
no change in personnel. Kent Eno pre- 
sided at the election of officers. Howard 
Spahnle and Arthur Holcomb were in 
charge of proxies, while G. E. Miller 
and Charles B. Meshier acted as nom- 
inating committee. 


or 


The new junction transistor shown above—compared with a small electronic tube to 


illustrate relative size—is still experimental. 


This transistor operates on as little as one- 


millionth the power required for the small tube. An experimental two-stage amplifier, built 
by Bell Laboratories, using junction transistors does the work of miniature tube amplifiers 


ten times larger. 


Transistor Goes To Work 
In Customer Toll Dialing 


HE transistor, tiny electronic ampli- 

fier invented at Bell Telephone 
Laboratories and called the first serious 
rival of the vacuum tube, went to work 
for the first time in the nation’s telé- 
phone network late last year. 


The revolutionary new device is 
being used in a trial installation in 
dial switching equipment in Engle- 
wood, N. J., as a part of the customer 
long distance dialing service introduced 
there last year. Englewood customers 
are able to dial, direct, to reach tele- 
phones in many distant cities includ- 
ing Cleveland, Chicago and San Fran- 
CISCO. 

While transistors can do many of 
the things vacuum tubes can do, they 
can do other things in addition, and 
they are quite unlike vacuum tubes. 
They are much smaller, more rugged 
and require much less power, 


The new transistor units tried at 
Englewood generate the electrical sig- 
nals by which the numbers of the 
called telephone are sent from one cen- 
tral office to another. This is now 
accomplished by vacuum tubes em- 
bodied in a large assembly serving a 
number of circuits within a single tele- 


phone central office. Signals thus gen- 
erated must be distributed through 
special cable to the individual circuit. 


With the new transistor equipment 
—much smaller, and less expensive than 
the vacuum tube units—the signalling 
equipment, instead of being centrally lo- 
cated can be placed exactly at the 
points where it is needed. The new 
units, unlike vacuum tube units to 
which heating power must be continu- 
ously supplied, operate only when 
needed and use very little power. They 
will also require less maintenance. 


One unit can be operated on less 
than half the power required by an 


ordinary electric clock, and on a single 
telephone call, the unit will be called 
into use for not more than two sec- 
onds. 


The transistor units, known as oscil- 
lators, are being used in sending out 
electrical signals in the form of six 
musical tones of varying frequencies, 
combinations of which represent the 
digits of a telephone number. After 
being transmitted, the musical tones are 
converted back to ordinary electrical 
signals at the receiving central office. 


Transistors are made up of cold, 
solid substances; they require no heat- 
ing element which causes warm-up 
delay, and there is no glass envelope 
or vacuum. One type of transistor, 
about the size of a pea and using less 
power than is required by a pocket 
flashlight, can amplify an_ electrical 
signal about 100,000 times. 


In addition to use in the new oscil- 
lators, transistors are also going to be 
used in other telephone equipment 
within the next few months. Two types 
will be used in equipment known as 
“card translators,” which have been 
undergoing final development. When 
installed in telephone central offices, 
these transistors will serve as automatic 
routing devices for setting up long 
distance calls across the country. They 
will signal the automatic switching 
systems, telling them what route the 
call should take, and the type of elec- 
trical signalling to be used in reaching 
the called party, and what to do if 
the first route is found busy. For an 
average call, this equipment will per- 
form its translating function in about 
a third of a second. 


This completed transistor 
known as the 2A functions as 
an amplifier in the translator 
used with the Bell System’s new 
4A toll crossbar telephone sys- 
tem. It is about the size of a .22 
calibre cartridge. Inside the 
metal shell are two hair-thin 
wires resting close together on 
one side of a small wafer of 
germanium, the opposite side of 
which is attached to the base. 
Unlike a vacuum tube there 1S 
no glass envelope, no heating 
element to cause warm-up de- 
lay and, of course, no vacuum. 


Ted Nyden Dies 


After Long IIIness 


N JANUARY 8, death came to 
Walter “Ted” Nyden, plant de- 
partment employee since 1929. He suc- 
cumbed to a long and progressive ill- 
ness, although years 
had been spent un- 
der medical super- 
vision and hospital- 
ization in quest of a 
return of health. 
Ted began work 
with LT&T as an 
apprentice combin- 
ationman with Lin- 
coln service in 
March 1929. The 
next year he transferred to Havelock 
and worked several months at that ex- 
change preparatory to its conversion to 
dial operation. He returned to the Lin- 
coln plant department in 1931 and had 
progressed to first-class combination- 
man by the time his sickness became 
manifest about ten years ago. He was 
transferred to the general shop in De- 
cember 1942 and in February 1944 was 
made tool repairman. He returned to 
outside work as combinationman at 
Lincoln in 1945 and for the last year 
of his active employment was with the 
construction department as lineman. 


In June 1949 he found himself unable 
to continue his work. A disability pen- 
sion followed the period of his normal 
sickness benefits. He died at Veterans 
Hospital in Lincoln. 


W. T. Nyden 


Mr. Nyden was a member of the 
Christian Church, Masonic Lodge and 
American Legion; the latter by virtue 
of his service in World War I. He had 
enlisted at the age of 15 before the out- 
break of hostilities and was a member 
of the crew of the President Lincoln 
when it was sunk and spent several davs 
on a life raft before being rescued. He 
is survived by his wife, Mayme, and 
mother, both of Lincoln, and a brother 
Ed, of Beatrice, 


Longdon Is Kiwanis President 

T. E. Longdon, area manager at 
Fairbury, was elected president of the 
Kiwanis club at Fairbury on February 3. 
He has long been an active member of 


the organization, 


A Breath Out Of The Past 


it a letter received early last month, 

a Beaver Crossing subscriber told of 
finding an ancient LT&’T check among 
her late father’s effects. Labeled “rent 
check,” and in the amount of four dol- 
lars, the paper apparently had been 
mislaid and forgotten. It carried the 
date of December, 1920, and was 


signed by C. P. Russell, assistant treas- 
urer. The writer of the letter inquired 
if the company would still make pay- 
ment on the check, or perhaps another 
be issued in its place. 


A search among yellowed records 
endorsed the lady’s story. Such a check 
had indeed been issued and had not 
been cashed. Accordingly a new check 
was prepared, even though the obliga- 
tion had long since been outlawed. The 
old check, which was returned to the 
general office, caused quite a stir of 
excitement among those who beheld it. 
At the time of its issuance Mr. Russell 
was secretary and assistant treasurer. 
He later became secretary-treasurer, re- 
tired in 1937 and died in 1944. He 
was first president of the Frank H. 
Woods pioneer chapter. 


Lincoln Plant In 


Two PAX Cufovers 


Two important commercial cutovers 
were performed by the Lincoln plant 
forces during the month just past. The 
first was at the CB&Q depot where a 
complete replacement of telephone 
equipment was made. The new ex- 
change is a dial operated, 150 line, step 
type; with switchboard and attendants 
for intercepting local calls and handling 
long distance service. At the board are 
shown Mary Walters, chief operator, 
standing; with Minnie Snapp and Helen 
Hile, seated. The LT&T boys lined up 
at right are: R. J. Connors, wire chief, 
R. W. Swanson, Robert Blackford and 
Walter Stewart. The old board, shown 
in left background was installed in 
1926. 

The CB&Q also has a remote ex- 
change at their Havelock shops, where 
a 50-line unattended board connects 
with their main branch’ exchange 
through five trunk lines. 

The second cutover brought a new 
installation to the Stuart Investment 
Company where a 20-line five trunk 


PAX was readied for service by Marvin 
Murphy and Frank Kuchera, who are 
shown, left to right, in the picture. This 
board is connected by trunks to a simi- 
lar board in the insurance office of the 
same firm. 
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January Retirements 


Ethelyn Jones 


Adella Kyckelhahn 


Pe long telephone service records 
were brought to a close, insofar as 
active employment is concerned. with 
the retirement of Adella Kyckelhahn 
and Ethelyn Jones on January 1. Miss 
Kyckelhahn headed the Lincoln service 
board for many years. Most of Mrs. 
Jones’ length of service was spent at 
the Dorchester switchboard. 


Miss Kyckelhahn began her work 
with the company as a trouble operator 
in April 1920 and by rapid advance- 
ment became trouble supervisor in Sep- 
tember 1922 and chief trouble operator 
in January 1924. Since that time she 
has occupied a comparable position in 
the Lincoln service department although 
the job title has changed several times 
in the intervening years. Her last po- 
sition was that of chief service opera- 
tor. Miss Kyckelhahn owns her home 
in Lincoln and is quite interested and 
adept at flower culture and home gar- 
dening. 


Mrs. Jones worked as relief oper- 
ator at Dorchester from February 1929 
until August 1931 when she accepted 
‘ull time employment as night operator, 
a position she occupied until 1938, Dur- 
ing the next four years she returned at 
intervals as vacation relief operator, 
contract helper and relief operator. She 
resumed regular employment in Sep- 
tember 1942 and moved to Garland 
as chief operator. A month later she 
returned to Dorchester as chief oper- 
ator-cashier and remained there until 
the conversion of the exchange to dial 
last summer. Mrs. Jones completed her 
term of service at Crete, where she has 
been employed as operator since August 
1952. She is a member of the Frank H. 
Woods pioneer chapter. 


Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Title Changes 


Accounting 


Lily E. Malecek, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerk, Lincoln. 


Commercial 


Thelma B. Anderson, clerk to advanced 
clerk, Lincoln. 

Ruth A. Hall, advanced clerk to service rep- 
resentative, Lincoln. 

Sheila A. Schabacker, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 

Engineering 

Mary L. Levendusky, stenographer to secre- 

tary, Lincoln. 
Plant 

Frank W. Condos, warehouseman, supply, to 
lineman, construction. 

L. D. Keedy, groundman to driver, construc: 
tion. 

M. L. Murphy, switchman to installer-repair- 
man, PBX, Lincoln. 

Thelma Wisen, service operator to assistant 
chief service operator, Lincoln. 


Traffic 
LaVerne K. Braun, service assistant to assis- 
tant chief operator, Lincoln. 
Francine L. Hillier, stenographer, engineer- 
ing, to senior secretary, general traffic. 


Laverne K. Braun 
Asst. Chief Opr. 
Lincoln 


Ruth A, Hall 
Service Hep. 
Lincoln 


Thelma Wisen 
Asst. Chief Ser. Opr. 
Lincoln 


Francine Hillier 
Senior Secretary 
Lincoln 
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New Busy Tone For 
Lincoln 2-5 Exchanges 


T ten in the morning, January 28, 

an important cutover was made at 
Lincoln; but it was one which might 
have passed unnoticed except by those 
who were directly concerned in the 
operation. Perhaps, too, a few sub- 
scribers who received the busy signal 
from numbers on the 2 and 5 exchanges 
may have noticed a strange beat to the 
busy tone. For, by the cutover, the 
ancient and familiar busy signal, which 
was interrupted at the rate of 120 
pulses per minute was supplanted by a 
new fashioned tone which has a beat 
of but 60 pulses per minute, or one per 
second. 

The new tone is identical with that 
in use at all recently converted dial 
exchanges. It also has been in use at 
Lincoln’s 6 exchange for the past sev- 
eral months. The Lincoln 3 and 4 ex- 
change busy tones are yet to be 
converted. 

All this is part of a project which 
will conform our audible line signals, 
both local and toll, to those which have 
been set up or accepted as nationwide 
standards. In present operator toll 
dialing, and in that future day when 
customer toll dialing is in vogue, these 
tones will be encountered far and near. 
The new standard signals are distinct- 
tive and easily identified, which makes 
it more important that they be ad- 
hered to on a nationwide basis. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Sapp were pre’ 
sented with the first baby of the year in 
York County. Their new daughter was 
named Sandra Marie. Mrs. Sapp is on 
leave of absence from the York traffic de- 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Hlina are the parents of 
a baby girl. Mr. Hlina is a member of the 
construction department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Fischer are the 
parents of a daughter, Carol Ann, born Febru: 
Dick is a member of the Lincoln 


service department. 


ary 9, 


A baby boy, Richard Allen, is a new addi 
tion to the Wayne Schulte family. Mrs. 
Schulte is on leave of absence from the 


Tecumseh traffic department. 


Service Birthdays 


~ 


Marie S. Portsche 


B. L. Ford Clarinda J. Lake . 
Beatrice Superior Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 30 Years 


Thirty-Nine Years 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
G. G. Mehuron, York. 


Thirty-Three Years 


B. D. Kline, Superior; W. R. Minich, 


Geneva; Dorcas J. Slater, Fairbury. 


Thirty-Two Years 
R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
B. L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda J. Lake, 
Superior; Marie S. Portsche, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
R. R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Addalene B. Christian, Lincoln; J. L. Pot- 
ter, Ashland. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Anna A. Larson, Hastings. 
Twenty-Six Years 
R. N. Brendle, Clara H. Jones, K. L. Law- 
son, Helen M. Pickard, E. H. Royce, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Wauneta L. Child, Fairbury; R. S. Culver, 
Mary M. Emerson, Lincoln; Bohumil Docek- 
al, David City; Mary Docekal, Brainard. 
Twenty-Four Years 
K. J. Boshart, Lincoln; Rose H. Janda, 
Plattsmouth. 
Twenty-Three Years 
R. V. Clifford, Lincoln; E. A. Morehead, 
Clay Center. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
Oakel K. Butler, Auburn; W. F. Combs, 


Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 
G. A. Fleck, Crete; Frank H. Woods, Jr., 
Chicago (Director). 
Fourteen Years 
William I. Aitken, Lincoln( Director). 
Thirteen Years 
Helen F. DeBord, Fairbury; Lily E. Male- 
cek, Doris M. Sutton, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 
Lydia L. Holloway, Opal Thimgan, Lin- 
coln; George Placek, Nebraska City. 


Eleven Years 
W. R. Huddleston, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
F. J. Barnett, A. G. Behm, Marie Hall, 
Magdalen M. Heser, T. H. Roller, Jr., Lin- 
coln; Emma L. DeJonge, Humboldt; A. F. 
Smetak, David City. 
Nine Years 
Veda M. Nichols, W. W. Putney (Direc- 
tor), Charles Stuart (Director), Wilma Wer- 
gin, Henry C. Woods (Director), Gloria J. 
Zier, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Evelyn M. Soukup, R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln; 
D. H. Young, Beatrice. 
Seven Years 
E. A. Hlina, E. D. Smith, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
R. F. Bauer, H. A. Lee, Lincoln; Ruth 
Diekmann, Beatrice. 
Five Years 
Elvera M. Parks, Osceola; Kennetha M. 
Perry, Lincoln; Mary M. Watkins, Nebraska 
City. 


X-Ray By Telephone 
X-ray pictures can now be sent by 
telephone. This 


telephotography, with lifesaving impli- 


new development in 


cations for accident victims, was an- 
nounced by Dr. J. Gershon-Cohen of 
Philadelphia and A. G. Cooley, New 
York engineer, at a recent meeting of 
the American Medical Association. 
The x-ray telephone service is now 


routine between the Chester County, 
Pa., hospital, and Dr. Gershon-Cohen’s 
office, 50 miles away. The hospital 
technician takes the picture, puts it on 
her transmitting machine and _ tele- 
phones Dr. Gershon-Cohen’s office. He 
turns on his receiver, looks at the pic- 
ture, and tells the patient’s physician 
over the same telephone circuit, what 


he sees. The whole thing takes about 
three minutes. 
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Wauneta L, Child 


Fairbury 
25 Years 


Bohumil Docekal 


David City 
25 Years 


Mary Emerson 


Lincoln 
25 Years 


Emma L. DeJonge 


Humboldt 
10 Years 


T. H. Roller, 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


JY. 


R. S. Culver 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Mary Docekal 
Brainard 
25 Years 


F. J. Barnett 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Magdalen Heser 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


A. F. Smetak 
David City 
10 Years 


Louise Roth Appointed 


To New Position 


ete appointment of Louise Roth as 

chief service operator at Lincoln 
was announced by C. B. Meshier, dis- 
trict plant manager. 
Mrs. Roth succeeds 
Adella Kyckelhahn 
who retired from 
active employment 
on January 1. In 
making the appoint- 
ment Mr. Meshier 
said he thought the 
department to be 
particularly fortu- 
nate in having 
available one of Mrs. Roth’s ability and 
experience at the time of the vacancy 
in this important position. 


ak os 


Louise Roth 


Her telephone experience dates back 
more than a score of years. As Louise 
Porter she sought her first employ- 
ment as a student operator at the Col- 
lege View exchange in September, 
1931. She served as part-time and reg- 
ular operator and assistant chief pre- 
vious to her selection as chief operator 
in October, 1936. When the exchange 
was discontinued in March, 1937, she 
came to Lincoln traffic, and again began 
the climb from operator to head of the 
department. She was named assistant 
chief in 1943 and became chief oper- 
ator in March, 1945. Her marriage and 
subsequent resignation brought to a 
close this phase of her employment in 
May, 1946. 


In February, 1951, Mrs. Roth was 
again employed. This time in the Lin- 
coln plant department as service oper- 
ator. Later in the same year she was 
chosen as assistant to Miss Kyckelhahn 
and was a natural selection to fill the 
vacancy created by the latter’s retire- 
ment, 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Louise Ruppel, mother of pensioner 
John Ruppel of Tobias, died January 12. 
Funeral services were held in Beatrice. 


John Minich, father of Clyde Minich of 
the construction department and brother of 
William Minich of the Geneva plant depart- 
ment, passed away January 26. Funeral serv- 
ices were held January 29 in Exeter. 


The Lutheran Church at Beatrice was the 
scene of the December 27 wedding of Claud- 
ine Dyer and Frederick Schlake. Mrs. 
Schlake is a member of the Beatrice traffic 
department. 

Virlene Scholz became the bride of 
Richard Brunkow on December 28. Mr. 
Brunkow is a member of the Hebron plant 
department. 

Jean Jeffery of the Lincoln accounting 
department became the bride of Loren Leth- 
erman on January 17 in the College View 
Community Church in Lincoln. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
January: 


Primary members: R. M. Green, Lincoln 
Service, $20.00; Sally Grant, Lincoln Commer- 
cial, $10.00; Mrs. Theresa Peters, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, $104.20: Genevieve A. Graff, York Traffic, 
$38.10; Delores M. Gardner, York Traffic, 


$81.80; Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward Traffic, 
$15.00; Elsie L. Gill, Lincoln Supply, $160.70; 
Reah F. Churchill, General Traffic, $303.00; 
Shirley N. Bauer, Lincoln Accounting, $20.00; 
Mary M. Carroll, Lincoln Pensioner, $7.50; 
R, E. Wohlberg, Lincoln Engineering, $15.00; 
Bedric Wanek, Lincoln Commercial, $59.00: 
G. O. Seaton, Lincoln Pensioner, $229.00; Betty 
J. Wright, Lincoln Traffic, $177.00; J. A. 
Dobbs, Lincoln Engineering, $50.00. 


Dependents: Walter Dennis, Lincoln, $51.26; 
Joan Kempf, Hastings, $55.13; Paul Olson, Lin- 
coln, $20.63; Thomas L. Hedges, Hastings, 
$50.85; Alyce Schellenberg, Lincoln, $4.50; 
Dianne Quinn, Lincoln, $45.23; Mrs. L. W. 
Neff, Lincoln, $7.50, 


Elks Joined by Telephone 


EMBERS of all 21 Elks clubs of 

Nebraska joined in one statewide 
meeting held simultaneously in seven 
points in the state on January 21, thanks 
to telephone communications. 


A seven town, two way telephone cir- 
cuit was set up and loud speakers 
brought the proceedings to groups at 
each meeting. Members from three 
clubs attended each of the meetings 
which were held at Lincoln, Fremont, 
Grand Island, Beatrice, Broken Bow, 
North Platte and Alliance. 


Best Soldier Plaque To Tecumseh Employee 


A signal honor was awarded recently to Pfc. Wallace J. Weber, left, who 
received the “Soldier of the Week” plaque from his battalion commander, Lt. Col. 
Victor B. Fox. Wallace entered the service a year ago in January and is pres- 
ently overseas as a member of the 70th Tank Battalion. He is on military leave 
from his job as combinationman at Tecumseh, where he was employed from 
September, 1948, until his entry into the army. 
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Enter—The Outdoor 


Paystation 


dhe public paystation is moving out 
of doors. This is in keeping with 
a national flair; and our company is by 
no means first to discover the growing 
need for access to telephone service on 
a 24-hour basis on the part of the tran- 
sient public. Many people have wheels 
under them nowadays so that the num- 
ber of potential users of the service is 
large. Our neighboring metropolis, 
Omaha, already has a sprinkling of 
outdoor booths scattered about the city. 
The first in Lincoln, and consequent- 
ly the first in LT&Tland, is located on 
the property of the Ken-Eddy drive-in 
at 48 & O streets. It is modeled in the 
picture by Waldo J. McDowell, busi- 
ness office manager. The booth differs 
from the usual indoor type in that the 
door is normally closed to protect the 
interior from the elements, dirt and 
debris. A light burns continually, and 
the booths are to be prominently desig- 
nated by electric signs and directional 
markers. 
Outdoor telephone booths were pri- 
marily designed for use during World 


War II, when shortage of residence tele- 
phone facilities in some locations made 
it necessary to use such installations to 
serve groups of apartments and other 
housing units. Since that time their 
manufacture has been increased year by 
year. Other booth locations are now 
being considered for Lincoln, while a 
survey of their possible need in the ter- 
ritory is also under way. 


FOUND 
Pliers and Sun Glasses 


A pair of lineman’s pliers and a 
pair of sun glasses in a case have 
been found in company fleet cars at 
Lincoln in recent weeks. If you 
have lost such items while driving 
in fleet cars please get in touch 
with Ernie Royce motor vehicle su- 
pervisor, at extension 217 or exten- 
sion 208 at Lincoln. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


of Lincoln Telephone Employees 
Cooperative Credit Association 

Of Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, at 
the close of business on Dec. 31, 1952. 


ASSETS 

Cash and Due from Banks.......... $ 42,037.36 
U. S$. Bonds—Direct and 

CoS PAIGE EU ~ precicdcivondestescatin cal, 113,000.00 
Loans and Discounts cnciccscicciccssns 111,474.06 
Other Assets, Stocks .................... 20,473.80 
TOTAL. ASSETS: ccccncanesosaseszencs 286,985.22 

LIABILITIES 

Time Deposits (Savings) ............$231,896.77 
TOT. DEPOSITS....$231,896.77 
Bills Payable, Interest, Unearned.. 2,941.61 
CoBPATE PWN Sciseciacclscoeceeacteces 5,291.50 
Umdividied  Protite: isciccckiccitenloncts 2,237.84 
TOTAL GUARANTY FUND, 

UNDIVIDED PROFITS & 

RESERVES. ........6 7,529.34 
Members’ Share Accounts .......... 44,617.50 
TOTAL LIABILITIES ..............$286,985.22 


I, Arthur B. Smith, President, of the 
above-ynamed Association, do solemnly swear 
or affirm that the above statement is true, 
to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

A. B. SMITH, President 

Correct—-Attest: 

I. J. DEVOE 

H. W. POTTER 

F. M. STRASSER 

Supervisory Committee 
STATE OF NEBRASKA, 
County of Lancaster, ss: 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
16th day of January, 1953, and I hereby 
certify that I am not an officer of this 
Association. 

5. F. BUSH, Notary Public 
My commission expires Dec. 18, 1954. 
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Notice To Employees 


Withholding Tax Exemptions 
Should Be Correctly 
Recorded 


TMHE amount of income tax to be 

withheld from your wages depends 
upon the number of exemptions which 
you claim as well as the wages you 
earn. For this reason, it is necessary 
that the withholding exemption certifi- 
cate which you have on file with this 
company be correct. 


You MAY file a new certificate at 
any time if the number of your ex- 
emptions INCREASES. 

You MUST file a new certificate 
within 10 days if the number of ex- 
emptions previously claimed by you 
DECREASES for any of the following 


reasons: 


(a) Your wife (or husband) for 
whom you have been claiming ex- 
emption is divorced or legally 
separated, or claims her (or his) 
own exemption on a separate cer- 
tificate. 


(b) The support of a dependent 
for whom you claimed exemption 
is taken over by someone else, so 
that you no longer expect to furn- 
ish more than half the support for 
the year. 


(c) You find that a dependent 
for whom you claimed exemption 
will receive $600 or more of in 
come of his own during the year. 


OTHER DECREASES in exemp- 
tion, such as the death of a wife or a 
dependent, do not affect your withhold- 
ing until the next year, but require the 
filing of a new certificate by Decem- 
ber 1 of the year in which they occur. 

Therefore, you should be certain that 
at all times the withholding exemption 
certificate on file with the company 
shows the correct number of exemp- 
tions. Changes in the number of your 
exemptions may be made at any time 
by furnishing the company with a 
Form W-4. These forms can be ob- 
tained from your supervisor. 

If you desire further information 
about your exemptions, consult your 
supervisor. 
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Benefit Association 


Has Good Year 


Veen of the Telephone Em- 
i ployees Mutual Benefit Associa- 
tion had a look at the records of opera- 
tion for that organization for 1952 and 
found them good. Noteworthy among 
the accomplishments were a_ further 
gain in membership and an almost per- 
fect striking of balance between the fees 
received and benefits paid. 


These facts were brought out in the 
annual meeting of members which was 
held at Lincoln on January 24. Income 
from membership fees and other sources 
were found to be $20,646, while bene- 
fit payments and other expenses totaled 
$20,048. In view of the relationship 
of these figures it was decided that no 
attempt should be made to change the 
schedule for either fees or benefits for 
the current year although a committee 
was appointed to appraise the possibility 
of the need for future adjustments. 


Surgery and hospital room payments 
accounted for the major portion of the 
past year’s outlay of benefits, as each 
of these accounts approximated the 
total of all other benefits combined. 
The increasing cost of both medical 
fees and hospitalization is causing grave 
concern among the officers of the as- 
sociation and is one of the problems 
assigned for investigation by the newly 
appointed appraisal committee. 


Elected as new members of the Board 
of Directors at this meeting were: 
Walter F. Roberts, Robert T. Ross, 
Charles B. Meshier and Tyler Ryan. 
Reelected as board members were: F. J. 
Bettenhausen, P. J. Garvey, L. W. 
Cleveland, Marie Pearson, R. V. Clif- 
ford, A. M. Geist, G. P. Barney, W. K. 
Eno, H. W. Spahnle, G. O. Seaton and 
M. C. Walker. 

At a meeting of the Board held a 
few days after the membership meet- 
ing, as prescribed by the bylaws, the 
following officers were elected for the 
coming year: Walter F Roberts, presi- 
dent: Alex Geist, vice president; How- 
ard Spahnle, treasurer; and Lloyd 
Cleveland, secretary. It will be the 
first term of office for the first three 
named. It will be Mr. Cleveland’s sec- 
ond year as secretary. Mr, Roberts suc- 
ceeds G. O. Seaton, who had served as 
president of the association since its 
formation ten years ago. 


The Behms and Their Travels 


F. E. Behm, retired general plant superin- 
tendent, his wife, Gertrude, and their cocker 
spaniel, Nina, set out to see the country a 
few weeks ago. They are traveling in style, 
drawing a new, modern trailer behind their 
big Chrysler. A great amount of distance, 
plus numerous adventures, have already been 
put behind them. The News has received a 
condensed account of the first lap of their 
journey. It is in “F.E.’s” handwriting. Be- 
cause a few of his famous puns were inter- 
spersed through the manuscript it is necessary 
to present it in slightly expurgated form. 
He writes: 


“T have thought several times that we should 
give an account of ourselves and our vacation 
trip so far. We left Lincoln on December 9, 
with our trailer hooked behind the Chrysler. 
The trailer is 27 feet long and slightly wider 
than the car. It is just as modern as any home 
except that we have no telephone. It has a 
living room-dining room combination, bed- 
room, kitchen and bath. There is a Butane gas 
stove, electric refrigerator, many cupboards. 
double sink, three full length closets, complete 
bathroom fixtures including a tub of about 
the size you claim | got stuck in at Brainard. 
Then we have a full length bed and a couch 
that can be made into a double bed; a dining 
table, two chairs, a console and a bedroom 
radio; a night stand and more electrical 
eadgets than we know what to do with... 
toasters, waffle irons, ete. 

“We stopped the first night at Wichita, 
Kansas; the second at Decatur, Texas, and 
then on to Houston, where we stayed for three 
weeks. We had dinner at the Shamrock, and 
drove to Galveston, a very interesting spot, 
where we had a fish dinner at a cafe on the 
sea wall. We went aboard the battleship 
Texas, which is not in commission. It is 
anchored near the shore in Galveston Bay, and 
flies the one-star flag of Texas. I didn’t see 
any American flag. Several buildings in 
Houston fly the Lone Star flag. It’s a nice 
town and growing fast. 

“We drove on west and visited the Carlsbad 
Caverns. ‘They are wonderful. Don’t miss 
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them if you ever come this way. We had a 
one-night stop at El Paso, but found time 
to visit Juarez, Mexico. I wouldn’t give much 
for that town. Gertrude was really uneasy 
until we got back across the border. The next 
stop was supposed to be Yuma, but we got 
across the river into California before we 
knew it and so drove on to Holtville for the 
night. We were under the impression that 
there are no mountains in this part of Cali- 
fornia but we went from sea level to 4,000 
feet in about an hour. It made the car pull 
pretty hard in low to make some of the grades. 
Of course, the trailer weighs something; about 
6,000 pounds, loaded. 

“We are now at El Cajon (pronounced EI- 
Cahone). We really feel that we have our 
home with us, and it doesn’t seem that we 
are away. Mr. and Mrs. Chris Haberman 
(former area manager at Seward), Gertrude 
and J went for a drive the other day, visiting 
La Jolla, pronounced La Ho-Yah. We have 
a tentative date to go fishing but Chris says 
it is too cool now. He has a fine home and 
a nice garden in his backyard with young 
onions, radishes, head lettuce, etc., all ready 
now. 

“El Cajon is 15 miles from San Diego, so 
we have been there several times. It has a 
very interesting water front with lots of ships 
and sailors. We have visited Tijuana, Mexico. 
twice. It’s a much nicer place than Juarez. 
They don’t try to drag you into stores to buy 
something, which makes you feel more like 
buying something. We had our pictures taken 
in Mexico today. One is enclosed. Don’t you 
think the mule-zebra looks like the News 
editor on one of his busy days? 

“We have lovely drives here; wonderful 
highways and friendly people. | started to wash 
the trailer this afternoon and was offered 
help in the way of gadgets from three different 
people; and all sorts of advice on how to do 
the job with a minimum of trouble or effort. 
The minimum of effort part appealed to me 
so | will finish washing it manana. 

“Our present address is: 222 So. 2nd Street, 

Camellia Court, 
Kl Cajon, Calif.” 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to whom It Is 
Furnished Without Charge 


A. B. GORMAN, Editor 
J. H. HARTLEY, Assistant Editor 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 


TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


America’s Destiny 


This nation’s destiny depends in great 
measure upon its power to produce. 


It moves with the turn of the lathe 
in factory and shop. It soars in the 
belching smoke of our steel mills. Our 
destiny rides on the thousands of miles 
of our railroads. It unfolds to the bite 
of the plow and the sound of the reaper. 
It mounts with the rivers of oil flowing 
up from the heart of the earth. 


This nation’s destiny’ It is heard, too, 
in the millions of voices—the voices of a 
nation at work—talking over the myriad 
miles of wire and cable and radio relay 
that link the people of the land together 
by telephone. 


This country’s telephone service is 
one of its greatest assets in time of 
emergency. It unites millions of people 
—helps thousands of businesses to get 
things done quicker—and is a vital 
part of our national defense.—The Tele- 
phone Hour. 


Did You Know That? 


Private enterprise has produced an 
average of 21 telephones per 100 people 
in the United States, Canada, Italy and 
Denmark combined, or three times the 
average ratio of telephones per 100 pop- 
ulation in the largest four telephone 
systems operating under government 
auspices the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany and Sweden. 


Our Cover 


Moments after the recent Cordova 
cutover, Clyde Higgins, splicers help- 
er, swung aloft to lash the riser to the 
office pole. There the camera caught 
him for our cover picture. Clyde is a 
member of a telephone family of dis- 
tinction. His father, three brothers and 
two sisters-in-law work for LT&T. Two 
of the brothers, Lyle and Wayne, are 
now on military leave. 


In The Days That Used To Be 


Two recent additions to the company 
historical archives are these photographs 
that date back to the time when tele- 
phone men were in the process of tran- 
sition from the horse and wagon to the 
automobile. The upper picture was 
taken in April, 1917. It was the month 
that America went to war and people 
were only beginning to complain about 
the high cost of living. The picture 
shows L. O. McClintock and Tom 
Chinnock, “bug-hunters” at DeWitt, 
who had installed new Presto-lite head- 
lamps on their model T and were pre- 
pared to pursue telephone troubles day 
or night. With a ladder strapped to 
the side and back seat laden with sup- 
plies they were equipped to tackle most 
anything short of a sleet storm. McClin- 
tock later became manager at Hum- 
boldt, Tecumseh and Superior. Chin- 
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nock, still with LT&T, is a well known 
and widely traveled construction 
foreman. 

In the bottom picture the Hastings 
construction crew, vintage of 1923, line 
up in front of their sturdy and powerful 
White truck, the standard vehicle for 
“heavy” telephone crews of the early 
‘twenties. The trucks were designed for 
stamina and utility and were scarcely 
more comfortable than their steel 
rimmed forbears, for road shock was 
reduced very little by the high pressure 
pneumatic tires of the front wheels; and 
even less by the hard rubber “Kelly- 
Springfields” on the rear. The crew, 
from left, are identified as Gust A. Fos- 
ter, Harry A. Smith, P. J. Brunton, 
Charles Riedel, Art Irvine and Frank 
Larson. Foster and Riedel are still mem- 
bers of the construction department. 
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A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Accounting 
Name Position Exchange 
Ilva Bergmanis 6.4: Go ok. Machine Operator .......... EAMG OIDt aicoscsncese eas 
Margaret P. Bishop ...................- Machine Operator .......... LAN CON  oecivedindapeestcc: 
Marys OSD ANE is cart recor aasnnsusees Machine Operator .......... TA COU eccrencatanindons 
Barbara Jean Picard. 10.2.407.52.:- Machine Operator .......... INC OIG  922 ccctivatsacaeee: 
Norma J. Somerheiser ................ Machine Operator .......... BINGO xGnthecn acted 
Commercial 
Iintion Ir ere: ce iecncede SUE ie wSictovadeexuesesoeuedecninamvons DINGO: Sete. 
Dorothy My Hurst ccc, occu ks SL (-: 4 OPER TORE mee ER SAREE Pate DUE vesedieecle 
LaVonne M. Joosten .................. ler. SGA ab aceedet ee tics PAN COMM cic ceze ieicbencssa 
Connie J. Shepherd .........22.0022.... G) (2 cee ene eR ee Pancole 2250 oe cncks, 
Plant 
Russell B. Cartis,. [ts cccecacececesesact PeRIbOE ede eces lee lesiescel SEANOGUR coset toecks 
Jolene Au Davis steeds, Stenographer ................... PAMCOUI: si RRciesetenss 
Mieyriva-Jc at cases stein Service Operator .......... A OOID: decccucencagatauwesee 
Florence E. Scheidt .................... Service Operator ............ TARCOIR csricdatsextansticces 
Traffic 
Melva: J. Airrm Stan, 2.105.550 RID CVATORS san Sis Sal Lg ET. 904 04: eee 
Gloria K. Boucher ....................-. (OPCRNOR cate EAR COUT sone occa, 
Donna M. Borzekofski .............. Fo) sg: 10 | ee en ere Beatrice ..............-....- 
Evelyn M. Bremer ...-...---:.<--.-:...- SCAB OE sis csornseclaerednscivese: LSOOI ctdacenanncessionce 
Annitta J. Carmichael ................ OS CC) ei eee TAOG A iatoediencuers 
Patricia M. Cramer .........---.....--. SD ETAIOE 6.6 echoes tere 2 SUPCLIO£ cekocceceeseccssc- 
Beverly Aw, Donn, occa RP OEAtOR tach ccwacconntvicasrces WOHOO ~ vic cicevenayins 
Barbara J. Ethington.................. CJ RCRAIOR us cidescahextctns ICOM: bach eccauoetoas 
Evelyn. EF. Fergie. 2..\.-ivcserenvosi: RP ORUE cxicccce antes ees Breathe ics<5i.cccsnsuuncas 
Beverly A, Fletcher? ..:2<c.-nc<-.2. CO PEPALOE sine ebencince Beatrice ..-.....220..-00.-0. 
Jodelle ‘Fic PIOGHS join checesceroeensces MVE PACOR ~xcckccancsccacnsndoscbon: BGatrice sss oat eceess 
Bonnie L. Hemberger ................ CPD EHACOE lovin caenad eae Hastings .cccc:-.:.-...--- 
Willa, A. Heneen -ceccceee ee MJ DEPALOE. gees cence cosas WandOe cc cscecsareks 
BOS Ue IRC ectsitmnceesncnaareses Ore ie) eee a ae PG@AUTIC® nied indices 
Marion K. Hollett ...................... PO PRIGE eek hale k aortas Lincoln ......2...2...22..- 
Betty Le Tennings caccctaseucs: ROL OUOE Ga cnccene cate iiaon TAG ice cicievcas- 
[sara sme ab geen mere Pre a Pome Operator (Part Time) ....Lincoln .................--. 
Ramona. M, KOD22: on: -<censsses-coseses ODP CEROOT sie aciinsccsssecaccnce! David Cay ci ecnuas. 
Marjorie 1. Oil cats ootsices Operator (Part Time) ....Lincoln .....22c.....2..... 
Jo Ant De RGU Z CR ncencavcacesreseicecs CORE MALOE siiccde in elieveecccaic. So 1 en 
Jacqueline LesOin g ois: civics sseecssuns Operator (Part Time) ....Lincoln .................... 
Patricia: Ly. LOWS cancnonnree oe: Operator (Part Time) ....Lincoln ...................- 
Plige LIC DIDS ssctancsceconcndenztsicates PBSC AIOOM eed nds eccate. a. Lincoln; 2. -cccceeccnceccsee 
Dyimieey DAGIVIG scsncnceeice soaresscevsn (JPCPACOR cose cwsebdcoceelccces PSICDUEY: cise 3: 
Paisling IMeCnatd. <icccevencemedescdadnt Piss MOOGI6 ei oso os ccctawys | rin cere || « aera eee 
Joyce MIM? coisa ecaiesierecend CIP EPAROR Dio secede russe eiadeass DANCONR  é.cckcceeccersecesei 
Bonnie. Ls Mou cisco ccceenes RD OLAWOE Goa ceeo igh alssaces RSOHEVA. cucusincumiedvcces 
Margaret J. Murphy .................. CP CRALOR  Seiecenccies Se cepacccse ac David. City: .cann 
fuanita J. Nicholsen. «.....2........ Bio)" 10 | ee eee LEEPeR Beatrice .................... 
Bernadette K. Propp ............--...- CPOPALOE oscccecesedea hence Nebraska City ....... 
Wavian L.. RaWwate ccc ncccctscsccess 6 chs: | 0) ee re Beatrice ...........-s..s---- 
Janice: J. Ranson .-ccieus cess A DPCTACOE do oencociciedeatucrc dienes FIOStN G6 -accaceaisc. 
Eugenia M. Rodzielski .............. SDP EIACOE szeeci ciiecd avec: DEOL sia cntstcvinceecinn’ 
Helen My Rothtiss csc. cca... CDP ETAGOE aiccvecciccecse scat cidean Hastings .................. 
Betty J. DGMARUCK 2s scccccsyesesnccenaces ODEPATOL wiccsccscacceccccccvaacéece Wahoo .................... 
Grace E. Schroeder .................... Ocho: |<) gee een Lincoln ..........-.-c000e- 
Marlene F. Shelton: +.....2.ccccccscu CID CRAIOY Sica Nebraska City ........ 
Dorothy M. Slaybaugh etwecenececene Operator Bcewwpa ican ceuwayecteucue Geneva bala ote Ba 
Marylou. Stewart. -c.cccecessescevesssaci CDE THEOT fi nnriencetesiecaee oan WARGO miskdicanecsncsccous 
Vedas Pe, SSBPAOSS «ccs tees ccdoncccatcncvs Pissty COOL. ciscesicccvsactesccyss Lincoln ...........e.-++---- 
Mat 63, Drier ass encaunsaosdeeiesepens CO NCEACON: Si ricets ee eis Bf: (010 |; «re eee 
Geneva A. Van Steenberg ........ OPEPAtOL scsccsaccccecscceardercese LasteGIN - osecscesecesay 


Date Employed 


sah January 
nee January 
wanes January 
Bias January 
gsuahs January 


ene January 


December 


ee January 
Satie January 
rin January 
etek January 
Side January 
ee January 
— January 
seule January 
ea January 
sdiais January 
aes January 
ls January 
sean January 
wie January 
sada January 
sna January 
ee January 
hei January 
siete January 
Dati January 
ied January 
fees January 


December 


seants January 
iia January 
Seika January 
Lesa January 
eenus January 
Nene January 
feelings January 
gues January 
Seales January 
caees January 
ae January 
are January 
alge January 
sits January 
Sain January 
sac January 
er January 
ee January 
ents January 
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An eastern district trio, from left: Francis 
Nickelson and Louis Cink, combinationmen, 
Wahoo, and Elmer Bean, groundman, Seward, 


Check Your Group 


Life Insurance 


OW long has it been since you 

have checked over your group life 
insurance policy? Such things for some 
reason seem to be easy for most of us 
to overlook, yet they are of great im- 
portance in our financial planning. 
There are a number of items to keep 
in mind. First, of course, we should 
make certain that the person named as 
beneficiary is the individual to whom 
the money should go in case anything 
happens to you. Has your beneficiary 
changed his or her name? Has the per- 
son you have named as_ beneficiary 
died? Have you been married recently? 
Things like these can mean that your 
life insurance policy needs changing. 
Inattention to such important details 
could cause extensive legal difficulties, 


delays and unnecessary trouble. 


The personnel department in Lin 
coln will be glad to give you advice 
and assistance, or your supervisor will 
be happy to help you. Better look over 
your policy right away before you 


forget about it. 
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: Personalities in the News : 
Se 


Eastern District 


Betty Miles, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton, Correspondent 


In Nebraska City, like everywhere else, 
the flu bug has been biting quite a few 
people. In traffic Lillian Bader, Dorothy 
Durr, Gwen Hart, Betty Johnson, Violet 
Peterson, Mary Ross, Mary Tackett, Doro- 
thy Waters were sick; in Commercial, Vera 
Orton; and in the Plant Dept., Raymond 
Kinnison. Lillian Bader and Ethyl 
Armstrong are really getting into the swing 
of things at the Ladies Division of the 
Chamber of Commerce. Miss Bader has 
been appointed chairman of the health 
committee and Mrs. Armstrong, the head 
of things at the Ladies Division of the 
the Board of Directors. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
George Placek spent last weekend in To- 
peka, Kansas, visiting their daughter and 
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Merle Morrow. 
... All the money must go to the traffic 
dept. Marjorie Drennan and _ Lorraine 
Steckley are proud owners of ’53 Buicks. 
_. . Carol Broers, commercial dept., attend- 
ed the Military Ball at Wentworth Military 
Academy, Lexington, Missouri, February 7. 
. .. Things are starting to buzz at Nebras- 
ka City again. The directory is due to 
come out April 1, that means more work 
for everybody. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


It seems that the flu bug finally caught 
up with us. Tip Johanns, chief operator, and 
Rose Janda, operator, have been confined 
to their homes the past few days. Marvin 
Koch, plant, has also joined the convales- 
cent group. ... Darrell Mather, Ben An- 
derson and Marvin Koch spent three days 
in David City recently, helping repair the 
damage caused by the storm... . We have 
a new and different epidemic in our traffic 
department, having four weddings within 
three months and that isn’t all—this week 
Mary Phyllis Troop came to work wearing 
a most beautiful diamond, and by the 
grapevine we hear wedding bells will be 
ringing late this summer. . . . Since reading 
about the hobbies carried on in the Lincoln 
office, we find numerous strands of floss 
end huck toweling in the lounge. It seems 
the traffic gals have taken to doing some 
very artistic work in swedish embroidery. 

_ Mr. Ernst started rushing the season 
this week—all winter he has been wearing a 
fur lined cap and just because it was a 
bit warmer he came to work wearing a hat 
the other day. By noon we had one of the 
worst snow storms so far. Miss “Blue” also 
came in wearing sandals and even though 
the snow was coming between her toes she 


wasn’t convinced that spring had not sprung. 
Let this be a warning for those who try to 
have June in January. ... Dale Reckard, 
son of Pauline Reckard, operator, has de- 
parted for Haigler, Nebraska, where he has 
accepted a position as coach and teacher in 
the public school. 
Wahoo Area 
Mae Beaty, Correspondent 


Recent visitors at the Wahoo office were 
Leona Lind and Ruth Barnard, former 
operators. . .. Leona Larsen and husband, 
Harley, have purchased a lovely home in 
the new housing project, located at 1019 
West 9th. Visitors are welcome. ... Car- 
olyn Sullivan spent her New Year’s vaca- 
tion in Chicago visiting friends. She had 
a very enjoyable time sight-seeing and vis< 
iting the many different places of interest. 
... Mr. Dorland, Dewey Olsen, Mae Me- 
duna, Inez Olsen, Mae Beaty, Ethel Daharsh 
and Hazel Hagenbuck were some of the 
guests from Wahoo attending the Pioneer 
Party in Lincoln, January 30th. Mae 
Beaty was 600 dollars richer when the eve- 
ning drew to a close, after betting on the 
horses. Wonder how she knew which one 
to bet on? Course, I forgot to tell you that 
it was only play money. After all, what 
co you people expect for nothing? . . . The 
flu bug has bitten about every one in the 
traffic department. Most of the girls are back 
now, feeling OK. . . . Miss Ethel Daharsh, 
chief operator, is purchasing a new Chevro- 
let car and had her first driving lesson the 
other day. She really had a gay time riding 
over the country roads. Guess it was really 
rough. Just thought I should warn all you 
fellow motorists. Of course we all expect 
a ride in her new car, but be sure that your 
life insurance is paid up. Ethel said she 
did very well, and we always believe what 
she tells us. 
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General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting Department 


Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


We’re happy to report that our annual 
visitors—the auditors—are with us again. 
Tom McVeigh, Wes Lueth and Martin 
Bauer, of Peat, Marwick and Mitchell Co. 
of Omaha, are the lucky fellows that are 
spending some time in the accounting de- 
partment. . Ruth Leuschner’s husband 
arrived in Lincoln from Munich, Germany, 
January 21, and needless to say, the fam- 
ily is very, very happy to be together again. 

. Bob Bowers came to work Monday 
morning with his face covered with 
scratches just like someone’s fingernails had 
given it a good going over. He denied 
this explanation and tried to make us swal- 
low a story about a faulty razor. Honestly, 
just how gullible does he think we are. Any 
excuse would have gone over much better 
than a bad razor. ... Perchance you notice 
the scale on Mr. Jahn’s desk—he’d like to 
assure you it is not for weighing new appli- 
cants.- Instead it weighs accounting tickets, 
and is so delicate that half a ticket or small 
piece of paper will move the pointer... . 
The flu bug going around nipping people 
left its calling card with several from this 
department, but at this writing most of the 
employees are back in their usual places. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 


So many people were caught by that old 
flu bug that a stranger coming into our 
office thought that he had wandered into 
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J. B. Howat, splicers helper, and J. J. Keogh, cable splicer, roam far and wide in the 
west end of the territory for the Hastings construction depariment. 
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the wrong building. .. We’re losing one 
of our favorite people, Myrna Friedrichsen, 
She and her husband are moving to Platts- 
mouth because Benny has accepted a job 
there. We hope that you’ll be very happy 
in your new home, Myrna! ... Jean Gerling 
and her husband spent a week end in their 
home state of Iowa recently. . Mix a 
little sugar and spice with a touch of the 
post office and you wind up with the per- 
fect couple—yes, Thelma has finally pro- 
posed to Calvin. Seriously, congratulations 
to both of you; we all think it’s pretty 
wonderful!!! Our part timers, . Jody 
Hartley, Roger Brendle, Dick Horstman 
and John Machisic are coping with that 
terrific headache that comes at the end of 
every semester—you guessed it—finals. ... 
Jody Hartley is wearing the “W” colors and 
looks very neat in her “Yeller’” sweater. 

. . Bedric Wanek has returned to work 
after a long illness. Welcome back, Bedric! 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


The “flu bug” has bitten about every- 
body in the Construction Department some- 


“time during the past month. Anyone who 


has been fortunate enough to escape better 
go around “knocking on wood.” ... “Swede” 
Foster has trouble getting up and getting 
to work on time these days. It seems that 
the new television set out at his house has 
proved very popular and he finds it hard 
to get to bed at his usual hour. We imagine 
“Brick” Smith will be having the same 
troubles because he broke down and in- 
stalled a TV set this week. .. . The Schell- 
enberg family recently moved into their new 
home at 3333 North 70th and the Leland 


Wards at 3420 North 68th. It looks like 
that new addition in northeast Lincoln will 
have a lot of telephone personnel. ... Don 
Schark and John Turner, who were trans- 
ferred to our Beatrice headquarters, have 
recently moved to Beatrice. ... Bob Wen- 
dell, who fell from a pole a couple of 
months ago, is now working in the shop 
until such time as he can do outside work 
again. He is getting along fine. ... Wayne 
Hedstrom, who works on our Hastings crew 
met with a rather serious accident re- 
cently when he fell from a pole and broke 
a bone in his heel. 


Engineering Department 
B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


Seems like everyone in this department is 
having or has had the flu these past few 
weeks. About half the department has been 
off at some time or another with either the 
flu or a severe cold. Looks like the Doc 
will have to double those flu shots. How- 
ever, if he does I don’t believe some of us 
could take it. Spring must be just 
around the corner. Have you noticed the 
flashy topcoats which have been showing 
up around these here diggins’? Kinda hard 
to figure out, too—it isn’t the young fel- 
lows who are sporting them. Take a look 
and you'll see what the well dressed young 
man is wearing this season. . . . Anybody 
want a tin can opened or even a thing as 
large as a manhole cover removed? Even 
if it’s frozen, soldered, or welded down— 
just contact Joy Dobbs, Brick Smith or 
Tom Goldenstein. These boys specialize in 
those hard to open jobs. It is said that even 
a good strong safe will only slow them up 
momentarily. According to the river 


Lincoln Service Operators 
Honor Amanda Ahrensmeier 

The Lincoln service operators were 
entertained at the home of Marilyn 
Scoville on January 28; the occasion 
being a bridal shower in honor of 
Amanda Ahrensmeier who will become 


Mrs. Lloyd Jones on February 22. The 
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new couple will make their home in 
Ashland. Front row, from left: Myrna 
Martin, Donna Oram holding neice of 
the hostess, Florence Scheidt and Mar- 
garet Bailie. Back row: Thelma Wisen, 
Louise Roth, Hazel Higgins, Amanda 
Ahrensmeier and Dorothy Shear. 
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Frank J. Coil, retired Lincoln cus- 
todian, has turned his former hobby 
into a vocation. Mr. Coil maintained a 
lifelong interest in horticulture and in 
his present employment as a green- 
houseman succeeded in bringing a small 
banana tree into bloom. In the picture 
he displays one of the blossoms which 
normally hang downward from the 
limb. Later the small bananas will 
turn toward the sky to grow and ripen 
in their peculiar inverted position. 


rats, Wohlberg is exercising his gold fish 
regularly in the Platte. Bob says they can 
swim all right but they just don’t appeal 
to the other fish. However, he still expects 
to catch a fish using one of those bath tub 
specials as bait. Lots of others are 
beginning to get that certain fever—more 
and more fishing licenses are showing up, 
so no doubt someone will claim he really 
caught a fish one of these days. Come to 
think of it, the writer has yet to hear of 
anybody having a fish fry after one of those 
trips. Which probably explains why every- 
one goes for “hash browns.” Say, anybody 
want to go fishing this week end? 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Colds, influenza and other illnesses have 
swooped down upon us with a vengeance, 
as is happening elsewhere, too. Entertain- 
ing the “flu” bug at home for several days 
each were Iven Olson, Jess Ellis, Wes Haas, 
Ernie Royce, L. A. Stacy, Mavis Vermeer, 
F. P. Condos, Weldon Maxfield, Don Travis, 
John Ejisenbarth and Bill Rosenthal. 
Elsie Gill is making satisfactory, but very 
slow, progress toward recovery from her 
il’‘ness and hospitalization in December... - 
Richerd Grant is being missed from his 
duties in the general repair shop during his 
hospitalization. . . Dean Hobson was some- 
what embarrassed, but nevertheless ill with 
chicken pox at the time all the kids in his 
neighborhood were having them, including 
his tiny baby daughter. Having nothing 
more interesting to do he actually counted 
his spots, which ran into the hundreds! We 
tried desperately to convince Dean’s brother 
Dick that we should have a News picture 
of Dean with his 10-day beard growth, but 


meek and modest Dick just didn’t have the 
heart. . Our first 1953 vacation report 
concerns Ralph Culver. He and Mrs. Cul- 
ver are enjoying a drive to the West coast 


where they plan to see the state of Califor- 


nia from stem to stern... . “Swing Your 


Partner” enthusiasts, the F. J. Barnetts, the 
Bill Hartzs, and the Jim Mays (Beverly) 
were seen among the huge crowd of square 
dancers at the polio benefit dance held at 
Antelope Park. 


DIRECTORY MEN IN JOINT MEETING 


A meeting which brought together 
the sales force of the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Directory Company and the 
directory supervisors of the LT&T, 
was held in Lincoln on January 31. 
The aim of the joint meeting was to 
acquaint the directory salesmen with 
current problems of the telephone 
company operation and, specifically, 
to provide a general knowledge of 
telephone company projects and prac- 
tices, as such subjects normally arise 
in their conversation with prospective 
customers for directory advertising. 

First on the agenda was a tour of 
the new equipment building, followed 
by a general discussion session at the 
Cornhusker Hotel in which K. L. 
Lawson, general commercial superin- 
tendent, explained the need for the 
new equipment building and dis- 
cussed the exigency for adjustment in 
telephone rates. A. B. Gorman gave a 


brief talk on operator toll dialing and 
HA. W. Spahnile reported on the prog- 
ress of the exchange dial conversion 
program. A question and answer 
forum was conducted by G. E. Wal- 
roth. M. M. Hale, who is president of 
the directory company, commended 
the apparent value derived by all con- 
cerned from the joint meeting. An- 
other is being planned which will pre- 
cede the next solicitation of Lincoln 
subscribers for directory advertising. 

Seated clockwise about the table in 
the picture above are: J. E. Barker, 
R. D. Regler, W. D. Quinn, H. W. 
Spahnle, D. M. Nelson, M. O. Beaz- 
ley, K. L. Lawson, M. M. Hale, A. H. 
Zehrung, H. E. Velte, A. B. Gorman, 
G. E. Walroth, A. B. Waters and J. C. 
Vestecka. 

In the picture below the group is 
being conducted on a tour of the new 
equipment building. Bud Eden, act- 
ing as guide, is shown at the far lett. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 

Several cases of the flu have been re- 
ported in our department. Lillian Hubbard 
has been off for one week, as has Mrs. 
Christopher. . . . Donna Husmann flew to 
California to see her husband play in the 
East-West game. ... We are glad to see 
Margaret Mueller back, after her recovery 
from polio. . . . Dorothea Heckman spent 
a recent week end in Omaha shopping. ... 
Jean Vybiral visited in Grand Island on 
her week end. . . . Dorothy Thiem has re- 
turned to work after a leave of absence. 

. Grace Kissinger visited her home in 
Palmyra. . . . Ruth Goslin’s mother is ill 
in the hospital with a broken ankle... . 
Another parakeet owner has been added 
to our ranks—Pat Wamsot. Kathryn 
Barnes is the owner of 27 new little chick- 
ens and is very busy these days with her 
livestock. Esther Borchers went to 
Hastings on a recent week end... . Edith 
Hughes visited in Seward recently. . . 
Ruth Hetherington is usually master of 
the culinary art, but one night recently, 
this acquired skill seemed to fail her. She 
made the roast beef gravy, as usual, but 
somehow it just wasn’t right—so she threw 
it away and made a second try. But, still 
it tasted wrong and was an odd color of 
white. She finally gave it up as a bad job 
but her sister, Lola, bravely ate it anyway. 
Ruth wouldn’t. . . . We extend sympathy 
to Hazel Neman in the death of her sister, 
Mrs. Larsen. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Francine Hillier, Associate Editor 


A good time was had by all who at- 
tended the party given for Blanche Logan 
and Goldia Bize. Steak, fried chicken and 
one lobster tail filled the order at Lone 
Oak. Our humble thanks go to Myra Met- 
calf who devoted practically the entire 
evening to pouring water. For days her 
right hand had that “occupational disease” 
look. It has been reported that both Goldia 
and Blanche are living the “Life of Riley.” 
- .. If you have heard Mary Pohlenz hum- 
ming a happy tune lately, it is because 
she and hubby Mel have found their “pent- 
house” in the Fontenelle Apartments. And, 
of course, a new 21” TV set must go with 
a penthouse. 


Southern District 
Paula Otte, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 

Last month we reported Betty Bassinger 
vacationing in Texas but we were in- 
formed, upon her return, that she also did 
some sight-seeing in Old Mexico. .. . Oakel 
Butler’s son, Paul Butler, Jr., U.S.S. Duncan 
D.D.R., has been home on leave after re- 
turning from Korean waters. He left Thurs- 
day for Bremerton, Washington. .. . Claud- 
ine Dyer has transferred to Beatrice where 
she was married shortly after Christmas. 
Joan McIninch was one of her attendants. 
. Iris is sporting a new diamond. She 


ae 


accompanied her fiance to his base at Fort 
Riley over the week end... . Rita Ballard 
sang at a wedding in Auburn recently and 
it must have affected her because the fol- 
lowing morning she came to work at 7:00 
when it should have been at 11:00. ... Lois, 
Shirley, Leta and Joan Stephens were vis- 
itors in the Falls City telephone office. ... 
Joan Stephens has a new sewing machine, 
which reminds us—“A stitch in time saves 


nine.” . 
Falls City and danced to Vaughn Monroe’s 
band. ... June Vanarsdall went to Beatrice 


Sunday to watch the bowling tournament. 
... Ardis Moore, a former operator, visited 
the traffic department. . . . Chief Operator 
Vivian Kinghorn spent a couple of days 
in Lincoln attending a meeting. 


Beatrice Area 
Phyllis Morgan, Correspondent 
Phyllis Jungck is back with us following 
a three months leave of absence spent with 
her husband previous to his going overseas. 
Also back with us again are Glenadene 
Schank and Bonnie Hiatt. ... Mrs. Hazel 
Leinweber, a long time operator, left us to 
make her home in Frankfurt, Kansas, with 
her husband. . . . Mary Wiegand is sporting 
a diamond. Mary will change her name to 
Mrs. Edward Buss on February 1 and at 
present is on a three weeks leave of absence. 
Fairbury Area 
Madeline Hurst, Correspondent 
A group of telephone employees recently 
met at the Girl Scout Cabin where Mary 
Jackson and Annabelle Stocker showed pic- 
tures of their vacation in Colorado. Pic- 
tures of wild flowers in Nebraska were also 
shown by Tom Longdon. . . . Norma Mc- 
Daniel spent New Years in Campbell vis- 
iting Elmo and Marjorie Scheuler. ... 
Floyd Nave completed his vacation for 
the year. . . . Durwood Gollehon also had 
a two weeks vacation. . . Mrs. Madeline 
Hurst is the new clerk, taking the place of 
Leora Scoggin who became a full time 
housewife. . . . Quite a number have had 
the flu and Arlene Cline has been absent 
from the office for four days because of 
the flu. ... Vera Noite has recovered fol- 
lowing surgery and has returned to her 
duties as chief operator at Daykin. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Hilda Ramsey’s niece from Kimball, 
Wyoming, visited her recently. . . . Cecile 
Morehead’s husband suffered a heart at- 
tack New Year’s Day and is confined in 
the Pawnee Hospital. He is improving now 
and hopes to be released soon. ... The 
influenza epidemic didn’t bypass us either. 
A majority of the personnel have had it 
and some were absent for a number of days. 
.. . Mary Meister has been visiting a TV 
studio in Omaha again. She says the 
lunches they serve there attract her. 
When Raymond Johnson installed a tele- 
phone recently he discovered he had a 
couple of discriminating critics, about the 
ages of 5 and 7; at least he thought they 
were criticizing his work but they were 
talking a foreign language so he wasn’t 
sure. ... Bill Eckles thought that the old 
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On the sunny side of their truck are B, 1. 
Herzog and Ralph Hromadka, Hastings com- 
binationmen. 


the misfortune of sliding his truck into a 
ditch and had to walk a considerable qdjs_ 
tance to the nearest farmhouse. . .. Dave 
Guthrie is with us again and doing his pit 
to keep everyone entertained. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 
The girls in the Traffic and Commergja] 
Departments had a party in honor of Norma 
Mueller who recently resigned. Canasta 
and Chinese checkers were played and later 
in the evening lunch was served. Miss 
Mueller was presented with a gift of crystal. 


Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 


On Thursday evening, January 15, Irene 
Utecht and Audrey Ransom gave a surprise 
farewell party for Coralee Utecht, who js 
transferring to Lincoln. ‘There were twelve 
guests present and the evening was spent 
playing Canasta, following which a delicious 
lunch was served. Naomi Englehardt 
is the happy possessor of a beautiful new 
diamond. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 


On January 16, Norma Maschman and 
Anita Williams spent the day in Lincoln 
shopping. On their way home they stopped 
in Geneva for the Hebron-Geneva basket- 
ball game. . . . Neva Beavers is now back 
to work after a thirty day leave of absence. 
. . . Miss Margaret Lautenschlager, Chief 
Operator at Davenport, is proudly display- 
ing a new diamond. Best wishes, Margaret! 


Another pair of Hastings combinationmen, 
north wind was pretty cold when he had D. E. Webb and H, F. Kempf. 
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. . . Mrs. Hugh Parpart, a new bride, was 
trying out her Christmas present, an electric 
mixer, when she accidently got her hand in 
the beaters, and most of the cake batter 
was all over her kitchen. More fun?? 
Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 

Due to the recent sleet storm, many of 
the telephone lines are down. ‘The men 
have been working like beavers to get every- 
thing in service again, but it is a long, hard 
job. Hope we don’t have any more for a 
long time. ... The bowling team is still 
hard at work trying to improve their games. 
The report is that they are good one night 
and then the next time,not so good. Just 
keep trying, fellows, it’s all in fun. ... 
Nancy Wait had a touch of the flu and was 
unable to attend the Christmas party. Wm. 
Mouden also had a touch of the flu, and 
yours truly couldn’t escape it, either. How- 
ever, everyone seems to be all right now. 


Superior Area 
Betty Peery, Correspondent 


Vacation plans are in the air. Irene 
Hashage and Beulah Parsons are awaiting 
the arrival of their fiances from overseas 
before making definite plans. ... Clara 
Chambers had no trouble spending the 
$10.00 award she received from a winning 
suggestion submitted recently. . . . Beverly 
Blackshu and her husband spent a few days 
in Denver. . A favorite subject is the 
twin nephews of Clara Chambers, who no 
doubt will be busy in the future baby- 
sitting. . . . Beulah Parsons is day dream- 
ing of the day when she will add the “Mrs.” 
to her name. One of her tickets had the 
entry of “Mrs.” Hardy Kansas. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


The Sutton area was isolated during the 
sleet storm. Long distance lines and rural 
lines were out of service for approximately 
three days. If you’re wondering why 
Bob Culver has been looking so sleepy eyed 
here lately, it is only because he has been 
staying up so late watching his new tele- 
vision set. You can expect us up anytime, 
Bob. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 


Everyone has a favorite sport. It seems 
that some of the York traffic department 
have chosen “wrestling.” We have heard 
“by way of the grape vine” that on several 
occasions they have journeyed to Lincoln 
to witness some very exciting matches. ... 
Perhaps the recent sleet storm isn’t news 
anymore, but we wish to comment on the 
fine work of the combinationmen who spent 
many an hour repairing the lines on those 
cold days. Did you make any New 
Year’s resolutions? Vance Embrey has 
decided to change his menu. No more 
watermelon for breakfast. Bev and “yours 
truly” have set our goals for personal cor- 
respondence of “one letter a day.” (By the 
way, we are not writing to each other.) 

We wish to extend our “get well” wishes to 
Mrs. Thelma Cooper, York traffic depart- 
ment, who had the misfortune of being in- 
volved in an automobile accident sometime 
ago. She is in the Lincoln General Hos- 


pital at the time of this writing. 
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SHIRLEY HAGELBACK, TECUMSEH , SURPRISED 


HER FAMILY WHEN HER MOTHER ASKED HER-To SAY 
| GRACE BY BEGINNING WITH “LONG DISTANCE. 
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4{ FORLORN LITTLE COLLIE PUP FOLLOWED PAULA OTTE, 
(BEATRICE) HOME ONE EVENING. SHE GAVE IT SHELTER 
FIND AFTER A FEW DAYS DECIDED THAT IT HAD NO OWNER 
50 SHE CLAIMED IT AS HER OWN. SHE NAMED IT 
"QUEEN. LITILE “QUEEN WAS BADLY IN NEED OF A 
BATH, 50 PAULA BOUGHT DOG SOAP, COLOGNE AND 
ASSORTED TRIMMINGS AND WENT HOME 10 Do THE 
CHORE. NEXT DAY SHE WAS INQUIRING ABOUT THE 
OFFICE To FIND SOMEONE WHO WOULD LIKE To 
ADOPT A SMALL COLLIE DOG, ALL SCRUBBED AND 
PERFUMED, BY THE NAME OF KING // 


DICK SINCLAIR LINCOLN MHIL MESSENGER , GOT HIS 
SLEEVE CAUGHT INTHE POSTAGE METER MACHINE 
AND WAS SOCKED WITH 97 CENTS POSTAGE BEFORE 
HE COULD BE DISENTANGLED. 


h “THE FOLKS ALL 
SEEM SURPRISED 


10 SEE ME 


THIS TIME IT WAS MARYORMAND, 
“Y LINCOLN TRAFFIC, WHO READ - 
THE RECIPE WRONG. 
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? 
Semeaeue, ee SHE WAS TRYING HER LUCK 
See AE ae ee 26-1) WITH A‘MAYONAISE CAKE," 
Lt <> “SHE USED TWOHEAPING =| s| BREE Sa 
HBLESPOONS INSTEAD OF TWO | ts ES 
LEVEL TEASPOONS OF BAKING ca 


+ POWDER. MARY HAD DOUGH ALL OVER 
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| 
| JOHN REED, VEHEMENT FRESH AIR FAN,IS NOW QUARTERED IN 
THE SAME OFFICE WITH CLHUDE HELM’. 45 A SUBTLE HINT THAT 


Le PAC 
THE COMEDIANS OF “PRINTING SERVICE 


murPHy/ HEY MURPHY / 


He DISLIKED TME FOG THAT AROSE. FROM SMOKER HELMS Eup {| Deve ape Jorn TOMGEN OF TRG BRING UP SOME 
OF THE ROOM JOHN PROPPED THE HALL DOOR OPEN WITH THE | | DEPARTMENT, LEFT HER BAGGRGE MOMENTARILY SOLDER | ¢ Pac. 
| COATRHCK, . . .HE DIDN'T DO A GOOD JOB. . AS HE || UNGUARDED BEFORE SETTING FORTH ON A VISIT , unk -f 
| RETURNED e HIS DESK THE DOOR SWUNG SHUT TorPLING | | -o HER HOME TOWN, (MINDEN. ONLY AFTER | | FRANK KUCHERR AND MARVIN PSStcpMat oot Lie ES 
OPE HOO eG a Aa HEE HONG ONAN |] ARRIVING THERE Dio SHE LEARN THAT HER. | ) AMURPHY, LINCOLN LAN, ee ly 
YAWNING HOLE, THROUGH THe CROWN. . JOHN WAS So | | TUITCASE? NAD JUST MARRIED” SIGN WER AY OF ALAC Cre. 


PAINTED ON THEM FRANK. LOST SIGHT OF MARVIN. 


AND SUPPOSING HIM To BE ON THE FLOOR ae 
BELOW, LEANED OVER THE BALCONY RAILING | 
AND SHOUTED 10 GET HIS ATTENTION. FRANKS VOICE 
CARRIES WELL. EVERYONE IN THAT END OF TOWN SEEMS 
JO HAVE HEARO IT- INCLUDING MR. MURPHY, WHO WS 
STANDING RIGHT AT HIS ELBOW. 


SF THERE MUST BE SUCH E y 
2 ATOWN. SEE, IT'S oe — 
Sq LISTED RIGHT GS Birks SSS =~ 
HERE. Nes << 
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MAD HE DID A BIT OF SMOKING HIMSELF FOR THE NEXT 
HOUR OR So. 
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AT A RECENT PIONEER PARTY 
CECILE ANDERSON FINALLY 
GAVE UP IN HER ATTEMPT TO 
FAT A DIXIE’ CUP OF ICECREAM 
THAT SEEMED To BE FROZEN SO 
HARD SHE COULDNT SCRATCH THE 
GURFACE. EVEN HER BEST FRIENDS 
WOULDNY TELL HER THAT SHE HAD 
FAILED TO REMOVE THE LID 
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DONNA BELL UFFELMAN 4D MARGARET LINDERWODD, YORK TRAFFIC, GOT OFF THE 
BUS AT LINCOLN ON Al WINDY DAY. AS THE STARTED DOWN THE STREET DONNABELL'S 
SUITCASE BURST OPEN SCATTERING INTIMATE BELONGINGS INTO THE STREET. 

| CAUGHT BY THE WIND THEY REALLY BEGAN TO COVER THE LANDSCAPE WITH THEIR 

| OWNER IN HOT PIRSUIT, A PROPER YOUNG MAN OFFERED To HELP BUT WAS HAUTILY 
REFUSED BY THE EMBARRASSED MISS WEFELMAN. . MEANWHILE MARGARET BID 

| NOTHING EXCEPT LEAN AOHINST Al LAMP POST AND LAUGH HERSELF INTO HYSTERICS. 


ITS A COMMON PRACTICE FOR RENDERING COMPANIES 1) 
ADVERTISE FOR DEAD ANIMAL DISPOSAL IN MOST OF OUR DIREC- 
TORIES.” BOBBY “ WEILER, GENERAL TRAFFIC, WAS FILING SOME 
NEW DIRECTORY ISSUES A FEW DAYS AGO WHEN SHS NOTICED 
AN INDEX TH@ PROTRUDING FROM ONE- LABELED “DEAD STOCK, 

SHE PONDERED OVER IT FOR AWHILE THEN VENTURED ACROSS THE RIOM 
0 ASK MARY POHLENZ WHERE “DEMD-STOCK NEBRASKA” WAS 

LOCATED. BOBBY AAD NEVER HEARD OF THE PLACE. 


OPERATING REVENUES: 


Nearly all of which comes from our customers in payment 
for local exchange and long distance telephone service. 
Operating revenues increased 5.33 per cent over 1951. 

The increase comes from a larger number of telephones 


in service and more use of long distance facilities. 


NET PROFIT 


Net income available for dividends was $116,495 below last 


year. The decline in earnings is a matter of 
concern. LTG@’T must have a reasonable profit on 

its labor and investment to attract new capital for its 
current program ot development. 
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to the employees of 
the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company 
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OPERATING EXPENSES: 


Operating expenses, including taxes, increased 

by 7.58 per cent over 1951. Higher wages to employees 
and higher maintenance costs were the principal factors 
contributing to the increase. 


TAXES: 


The company’s local, state and federal taxes were 

nearly $140,000 less than in 1951. Our corporation 

income taxes were reduced more than this amount. Some other 
taxes raised slightly. Our income taxes were less 

because of the reduced earnings, upon 


which this assessment is made. 


1,619 were acquired when the Crete Telephone 


Company became part of our organization. 


ey 
L, 
S 76 \\ WAY 
steel ( Wie 
TELEPHONES IN SERVICE: 
This represents an increase of 5,608 telephones for 1952. 
Of these, 3,989 were added through exchange growth while 
‘ 


PLANT INVESTMENT: 


The total plant investment of LT@T increased by more 


than 314 million dollars during 1952. 


Behind the job of every 


full-time employee at the year’s end stood an average 
investment of $19,945 in plant and equipment. It amounted 


to $248 for each telephone in service. 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROMOTION: 


As the company continues to grow, more advancement 


possibilities become available. LT€&T’s 
promote from within the organization. 


continuing policy is to 
There is a 


tT nmno e ' “V4N4 ths 
growing emphasis on training programs to prepare 


employees to move ahead. 
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WAGES: 


The 1952 payroll was the largest ever. It was equal to 
nearly 55 per cent of the company’s total operating revenues. 
The new schedule of wages went into effect on 

August 1. 


Even 


IMPROVED TELEPHONE SERVICE 


The exchanges at Brainard, Ceresco, Cordova, Dorchester, 
Valparaiso, Wilber and Yutan were converted to dial operation 
during 1952. Nearly 2,000 stations were involved 

in the seven conversions. Eight toll centers were 

connected with the national network of operator dialing 


of long distance calls during the past year. 


SO 


oOm's 


wages were nearly 
$600,000 more than in 1951. 


PERSONNEL: 


A net gain of 33 employees was made by the company 

over the previous year. It is apparent that the continued 
program of conversion of exchanges to dial operation does not 
lower the employment level. Military service claimed 

25 employees during 1952 bringing the total to 93. | 
Thirty-four of these have returned to civilian status. 


Most of them are back on their jobs with LT&T. 
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CASH CHECKS 
HERE, 


BENEFITS—PENSIONS 


LT&T employees received a “bonus wage” equivalent to 39c 
per productive hour during 1952. This was the 

amount required to continue pension accruals; sickness, 
accident and death benefits; insurance payments; 

vacations, holidays, etc. 
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TRAFFIC VOLUME 


A daily average of 11,400 outward long distance calls and 
approximately 474,000 local calls were handled in our 
exchanges during 1952. As more and more dial 

equipment is installed, increasing emphasis is being 

devoted to the rapid completion of toll calls. Traffic training 
emphasizes this factor in gaining additional toll revenue. 


TELEPHONE RATES 


The downward swing in net earnings plus the need to 

attract investors for financing our development programs 
emphasize the urgency for an adjustment in telephone rates. 
LT&T filed an application for a general rate increase 

with the State Railway Commission in September, 1952. 

The application was still pending at the year’s end. 
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DIVIDENDS 


Regular quarterly dividends were paid on all outstanding 
stocks of LT&T at the rate of $5.00 per share on the 
preferred and $1.50 per share on the common stock. 


CAPITAL STRUCTURE 


During 1952 bonds of our company were sold in the 
amount of $2,500,000. In June the common stockholders were 
offered the right to subscribe for $10,002 

shares of LT&T common on the basis of one share 


of stock for each 16 shares they then held. The 


stock was offered at $25 per share, and was 


completely subscribed. 
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ae first group to study the Human 

Relations in Management program 
for The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company held its first meeting 
Friday, February 27. In addressing the 
opening session, M. M. Hale, vice- 
president, discussed the history and pur- 
pose of the program and indicated that 
“Pioneers” 
of the program in our company. 


this group represented the 


The program which includes all day 
discussions, one day per week for eight 
veeks, covers the following projects: 

1. Cause-Result Approach to Be- 

havior. 

2. Individual Differences in Ability 

and Personality. 

3. Motivation and the Job. 

4. Reactions to Blocking of Motives 

(Frustration). 

5. Attitudes. 

6. Interviewing. 

7. The Individual and The Group. 

8. Leadership. 


The Bell System started the program 
in 1944 with the assistance of Dr. Hov- 
land, head of the Psychology Depart- 
ment of Harvard University, and other 
prominent psychologists. The course is 
primarily for supervisors and other 
management personnel. The North- 
western Bell Telephone Company has 
had the program in operation since 
1948, with some 200 members of their 
Organization taking it each year. The 
management of the Northwestern Bell 
Company kindly permitted our com- 
pany to have a representative partici- 
pate in the program with one of their 
groups and is making the lessons, charts 
and outlines available for our use. 


There is nothing basically new in the 
program but it provides management 
personnel, in groups of ten or twelve, 
an opportunity to discuss personnel 
problems guided by the latest informa- 
tion available. The primary objective 
is to develop teamwork and devotion 
to telephone service among the people 


Another view of the class on 
the first day of school. Clock- 
wise about the table are: L. W. 
Cleveland, B. J. Sievers, K, J. 
Boshart, Myra Metcalf, H. 
Studier, Mr. Roberts, Melba 
Richards, M. W. Franklin, G. P. 
Barney, Pearl Bishop, W. J. Mc- 
Dowell and C. B. Meshier. The 
classes are being held on the 
third floor of the new equip- 
ment building, 15th & M streets. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Walter F. Rob- 
erts, who prepared this article, came to us 
from the State Railway Commission only 
a year ago to take charge of company 
personnel activities. Since that time he 
has formed a wide and intimate employee 
acquaintanceship that extends throughout 
the breadth of the territory. Ii was Mr. 
Roberts who attended the course at Omaha 
this winter upon invitation from the 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Company, 
and with their permission is passing the 
knowledge and information thus gained 
on to our people, 

In the photograph at left, Merle M. Hale, 
vice-president, is addressing the first ses- 
sion of the LT&T class. Mr. Roberts is 
pictured in the foreground at left. 


in the business and is designed to sup- 
plement and support other activities 
with similar objectives. The key role 
of the management employee, to whom 
the program is dedicated, is to translate 
the general principles of good human 
relations into specific action for each 
situation and each job. 


Present day supervisory methods re- 
quire that more attention be given to 
the individual, his needs, desires and 
satisfactions, with less leadership by 
domination and more by appeal to the 
inner desires of the individual. The 
Human Relations in Management pro- 
gram is designed to develop positive 
leadership dedicated to improving skill 
and building up inside the individual 
the urge to do a good job with greater 
personal satisfaction in doing it. It 
begins with what we know and can 
learn about people and their behavior. 
It considers how we trace from cause 
to result in working with people, the 
common wants and desires that people 
have, and what happens when these 
are blocked. It covers such other topics 
as: strengthening the urge to do a good 
job, group organization, attitude de- 
velopment, getting and giving informa- 
tion and positive sound human relations 
leadership. 

The program is not a training course 
in the usual sense, but rather a series 
of guided discussions of human rela- 
tions principles with major emphasis 
upon what people have learned in the 
application of those principles in their 
day-to-day experience. If the program 
is considered beneficial by those pres- 
ently enrolled, it will be made avail- 
able to other groups of management 
personnel. 
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a coming — 
Our fiftieth 


annivers ary 


N March 9, 1903, three Lincoln men 

signed articles of incorporation for 
the Western Union Independent Tele- 
phone Company and by this act are 
recognized as the founders of our com- 
pany. The original subscribers to the 
articles were Charles J. Bills, Allen W. 
Field and Frank H. Woods. The docu- 
ment was filed for record that day in 
the office of Lancaster County Clerk, 
D. A. Frye, and was recorded by 
him in Book F of Incorporations, at 
page 169. 


Besides the three incorporators there 
were several other men involved in the 
promotion and formation of the infant 
independent telephone company, among 
them Fred G. and Frank L. Bills, and 
Mark W. and George J. Woods, 
brothers of Frank, who observe, this 
May, their fiftieth year as members of 
the Board of Directors. 


For the first few months the new 
company existed only on paper. Almost 
before the ink of the original document 
was dry its sponsors voiced their dis- 
satisfaction with its name and chose 
another, shorter in originality but longer 
in local flavor and thus came into being 
the Lincoln Telephone Company. 


Sufficient local capital was attracted 
during the summer months of 1903 to 
begin construction of underground con- 
duit runs and some pole lines in early 
fall. Excavation was made before frost 
at the site of the automatic central 
office at 231 South 14 Street, and the 
building was well under way by the 
time winter set in. 


Preliminary plans called for the ex- 
change to be placed in operation in 
competition with the local Bell ex- 
change by March 1, 1904. The building 
was constructed by W. L. Campbell 
and Brothers, of Lincoln, on their bid 


The three incorporators of The Western 
Union Independent Telephone Company, as 
they appeared not many years after the 
signing of the document shown at top of page. 


of $30,000. The apparatus was installed 
by the Chicago Automatic Telephone 
Company. Outside construction was 
awarded to the General Engineering 
Company of Chicago. The specifica- 
tions listed 115,000 feet of under- 
ground ducts, 700 miles of aerial wire 
and cables and 3,000 Strowger auto- 
matic telephones. The last item was 
reduced, by necessity, to 1,800, repre- 
senting the number of subscribers to 
the exchange when it initiated service 
in June, 1904. 

Charles J. Bills was first president 
of the company. He was elected to this 
office at the first meeting of stock- 
holders on May 4, 1903. Frank H. 
Woods was attorney, acting secretary 
and director until his election as prest- 
dent on May 30, 1905. 

Somewhat like Topsy, our company 
‘jest growed up.” It is not easy to ar- 
rive at a proper date of its birth. The 
most logical of several possible selec- 
tions is June 1, 1904, when the little 
dial exchange was cut into service and 
made its first foray upon the smoking 
battlefield it was to occupy for the 
next eight years. 


So the golden anniversary of LT&?T 
is just around the corner. As an- 
nounced by M. M. Hale, vice-president, 
the entire year of 1954 is designated for 
observance and commemoration of the 
events that have had their part in mold- 


A RECORD 


Acts, Doings, Accounts and Procesdings of the Incorporators, Subscribers, Stockholders’ 
Meztings, Directors’ Meetings, their Successers and Assigns, 
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Above: The originally subscribed articles of 


incorporation, one of the priceless historical 

_ dccuments of our company, is preserved in 
the secretary’s vault. Less than a year and 
three months after the signing of this paper, 
the Lincoln Telephone Company began giving 
dial service to its subscribers. 


ing the company into its present form. 
A stepped-up program in publicity and 


public relations is being developed 


which will make full use of the fine 


opportunity afforded by the new equip- 
ment building at Lincoln. Open House 
activities will be centered here and at 


other points in the territory. Already 


in process of production is a 25-minute 
color sound film which will record the 
highlights in the history and develop- 
ment of LT&T. This picture is being 
made by the Chenoweth Films Com- 
pany of Omaha. The News will keep 
pace with these and other anniversary 
activities, with current plans calling for 
regular monthly features devoted to the 
men and affairs that have helped to 
build our company. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


No. 3 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
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THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
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Hartley Appointed Editor 
of News 


d lie appointment 

of Joe H. Hart- 
ley as editor of the 
Lincoln Telephone 
News. has been an- 
nounced by K. L. 
Lawson, general 
commercial super- 
intendent. In _ his 
new assignment Mr. 
Hartley becomes a 
member of the gen- 
eral commercial staff. His former du- 
ties as staff artist will not be continued 
as a function of the department. 

Former editor is A. B. Gorman, ad- 
vertising manager, who will now devote 
full time to the company’s advertising, 
publicity and public relations program. 
Under the editorship of Mr. Gorman 
during the past nine years the News 
won three national awards from the 
Society of Associated Industrial Edi- 
tors and two state awards from the 
Nebraska Institute of Industrial Editors 
which is held annually at the Univer- 
sity of Omaha. 

Mr. Hartley’s service with the com- 
pany began in 1913 with his employ- 
ment as general office messenger. He 
left the company in 1916 but returned 
the following year as shopman. He 
became a draftsman in 1917 and later 
was appointed chief draftsman. He 
transferred to the general commercial 
department as commercial artist in 
1935, and for the past ten years has 
with the News as 


Joe H. Hartley 


been associated 
assistant editor. 
The editorial change is effective with 


the current issue of the News. 


Some Telephone News History A. B. Gorman was named editor on 
HE Lincoln Telephone News has 


reached a venerable age in the 


industrial magazine 


field. It is one of 


the oldest company publications in 


Nebraska, the first 


copy having come 


from the press in January, 1915. The 


News has covered 


all but four of the 


years that lie between that date and 


the present time. 


The first editor 


Walter Thorgrimson. 


Walter Thorgrimson 
during 1922. 


In 1926 came the 
phone News. C. 


C. W. Motter 


of the News was 


He was chief 
clerk in the com- 
mercial department 
in 1915 when the 
publication made its 
appearance asa 6x 
9 inch magazine. 
Mr. Thorgrimson 
retained his editor- 
ship until pub- 
lication was sus- 
pended during a re- 
trenchment period 


revival of the Tele- 
W. Motter was 
brought from Abi- 
lene, Kansas, to be- 
come editor and the 
first advertising 
manager. Motter 
published a 714, x 
1014 inch magazine 
of two columns and 
usually of 28 pages. 
As the grip of the 
Great Depression 
tightened in the 


early thirties, the News was reduced in 
pages until it was finally published as 


a single sheet, four 


-page bulletin. This 


was enlarged, in 1934, into a five col- 
umn, newspaper type publication. 


Norman Ott became editor in 1935. 
He retained the newspaper format and 


increased the di- 
mensions to accom- 
modate six columns 
of type. Under his 
skillful pen the 
News rose to prom- 
inence and was re- 
garded among edi- 
torial circles as one 
of the finest publi- 
cations of its type 
in the field. 


Norman Ott 
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the death of Mr. Ott in 1944, One of 
the first acts of his editorial tenure 
was to change the format back to the 
Magazine type, in- 
creasing its size to 
8144. x 11. inches. 
Industrial publica- 
tions by this time 
had grown in stat- 
ure. Mr. Gorman 
became active in 
the newly formed 
groups of industrial 
editors and many 
changes were made 
in the News and its editorial practices. 
These changes were usually the result 
of his efforts to keep abreast with the 
constant development and evolution of 
the house magazine field. This is a 
policy to which the present editor 
completely subscribes and will endeavor 
to maintain. 
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A. B. Gorman 


Thanks and “Thirty” 


HE nine years I spent as editor of 

your Telephone News have been 
some of the most pleasant and inter- 
esting ones of my life. I thoroughly 
appreciate the opportunity the assign- 
ment gave me to meet new friends and 
to learn something more about the 


business we are in. 


During these nine years Joe Hartley 
and I have always worked closely to- 
gether on the News and on advertising 
and publicity assignments. No one 
could have been more helpful, more 
capable or more conscientious than he 
has always been. His appointment now 
as editor is certainly well deserved and 
I know he will do a fine job. 


If the News has met with any meas- 
ure of success in pleasing you, much 
of the credit belongs to Mr. Hartley 
and to the associate editors and corre- 
spondents whose work has been s0 
helpful. To all of them I want to 
express my sincere thanks. I am sure 
that the new editor can count on the 
same full cooperation you have always 


given me. 


— A. B. Gorman. 


Guide Rock Chief 


Operator Retires 

HE February retirement of Blanche 

McConkey, chief operator at Guide 
Rock, brought to a close the long 
career of public service to the residents 
of western Nuckolls 
County. More than 
a full generation of 
subscribers in that 
area cannot remem- 
ber back to the days 
when Mrs. McCon- 
key was not at the 
switchboard of the 
Red Cloud or Guide 
Rock exchanges. 
The line of succes- 
sion goes on, for Mrs. McConkey’s 
daughter, Mrs. Ethel Simpson, now 
succeeds her as chief operator at Guide 
Rock, and it is probable that her voice 
will still be heard at the central office, 
for her home is only two doors away. 

Mrs. McConkey joined our organi- 
zation as night operator at Red Cloud 
in June, 1918. The last horse car of 
the state was still meeting all trains 
at the station in that year. The ex- 
change at Red Cloud was then in local 
competition with the local independent 
company and it was not until seven 
years later that the situation was cor- 
rected with the sale of the LT&T hold- 
ings to the local concern. Mrs. McCon- 
key was then transferred to Guide Rock 
as chief operator and has remained at 
that post until the present time. 

Mrs. McConkey has held member- 
ship for several years in the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of independent tele- 
phone pioneers and will receive a life 
membership in the Chapter with the 
compliments of the company. 


Blanche McConkey 
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Cpl. and Mrs. Ronald Martin are the par- 
ents of a daughter, Connie Lynn, born 
February 25. Ronald is on military leave 
from the Lincoln switchroom stationed in 
Fort Warren, Wyoming. 

Susan Lynn arrived January 27 to make 
her home with Mr. and Mrs. Roger Wyatt. 
Susan’s mother is on leave of absence from 
the York traffic department. 

Mr. and Mrs. August C. Brunke are the 
proud parents of a daughter, Marcia Ann, 
born March 3. “Gus” is a member of the 


construction department. 


i lasses “Yon location” in the new 

One of the several groups who attended the technical class 
equipment building. Left to right: Paul Henson, instructor; Oliver Hoffman, David Guthrie, 
Ardell Robison, Vance Embrey, Ivan Paddack, Charles Peachman, Francis Darnold, Wm. Eckles, 
Dan Smith and Al Reed. The News gratefully acknowledges Mr. Henson's willing response 


when invited to write the story of the program. 


Plant Men Study Equipment Mysteries 


By Paul 


s the first of the year a unique 
instruction program has been pre- 
sented in Lincoln to acquaint certain 
plant department personnel with equip- 
ment which is provided for, or used in 
conjunction with, the new Lincoln 
building. The objective being to fa- 
miliarize the participants with the in- 
stallation, operation and maintenance 
of equipment which is relatively new 
to our company, either in design or 
application. 

The need for a training program 
gained early recognition as the diver- 
sity and complexity of the new equip- 
ment became apparent. Many of the 
circuits employed in the toll board and 
intertoll switch train are of new design 
while certain toll terminal equipments 
employ methods and techniques that 
represent radical departures from pres- 
ent practices. With the limited time 
and facilities available, the engineering 
and plant departments prepared a cur- 
riculum and schedule of participants 
which would provide the greatest bene- 
fit for the largest number concerned. 


The subject matter was presented in 
specialized categories so that a group 
with particular interests in a given type 
of equipment could be selected. The 
individual classes included discussions 
pertinent to N and O carriers; com- 
posite, voice frequency and single fre- 
quency signaling; key senders; toll, 
intertoll and information switches; in- 
tertoll impulse repeaters; voice fre- 
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Henson 


quency repeaters; toll switchboard, 
PBX and rate-route desk; power equip- 
ment; toll test board; and telegraph 
concentrator. The class sessions were 
augmented by inspection and special 
problem trips such as a visit to Hastings 
in conjunction with the discussion of 
key senders, and a tour of the Lincoln 
Junction repeater station as a part of 
the training on voice frequency re- 
peaters. Throughout the program, em- 
phasis was placed on the method of 
Operation and circuit analysis so that 
when equipped with a knowledge of 
the fundamental design considerations, 
the trainees could readily relate opera- 
tional and maintenance requirements 
into practice. 

In addition to the specific equipment 
lectures, general discussions were pre’ 
sented which included clarification of 
our company’s position in the Nation- 
wide Toll Dialing Plan; when and how 
the complete transition to the new Lin- 
coln building will be accomplished; an- 
ticipated toll and local equipment re- 
quirements to meet increasing service 
needs; and other generally related 
topics. 

The instructor personnel was drawn 
from the engineering department and 
included Roy Carlson, Charles Con- 
nors, Ed Cummings, Roger Ghormley 
and Paul Henson. The personnel at- 
tending the classes represented the 
district offices, plant installation, and 
the Lincoln, Beatrice, Hastings, Seward, 
Tecumseh and York exchanges. 


Roll Up Your Sleeve 
W ITHIN the next few days you will 


receive an invitation to participate 
in the National Blood Program spon- 
sored by the Ameri- 
can Red Cross. Bob 
Regler, of the Ne- 
braska Telephone 
Directory Company, 
has been appointed 
to take charge of 
the telephone com- 
pany campaign for 
blood donors. He 
will work through 
the personnel department in issuing the 
invitation to all Lincoln employees. 


Americans invariably respond when 
catastrophe or tragedy points up the 
need for blood. They know that blood 
cannot be mined or manufactured .. . 
that it must come from the veins of 
healthy men and women. 

However, too many of us are still 
unaware of the total blood needs of our 
country—-civilian and military, current 
and reserve—and to supply them an 
unending source of blood must be main- 
tained. This is accomplished only 
through regular donations by as many 
as are able to give. 


Blood is first collected for the Armed 
Forces and for immediate civilian needs. 
Every drop of what is left is processed 
into plasma or fractionated into blood 
derivatives. One of these, gamma glob- 
ulin, will be used to help protect mil- 
lions of children against the crippling 
effects of polio this summer. 


New Associate Editors 

F YOU work in the general traffic, 

the accounting, or local commercial 
departments, you are invited to con- 
fide your adventures and problems to 
one of the three ladies whose pictures 
adorn this column. What they might 
do with the information is something 
else again, for they are the newest 
members of the associate editors’ guild. 
Their duties are to gather and write 
departmental news for our magazine. 
It is not so simple as it sounds, for to 
do their best work they must have the 
support of all you lucky people they 


want to write about. 


Francine Hillier is now associate 
editor for the general traffic depart- 
ment. She was employed in the engi- 
neering department 
from February, 
1951, to January of 
this year when she 
entered the traffic 
department as sen- 
ior secretary. Here 
she succeeded to 
the editorial assign- 
ment as part of the 
work formerly done 
by Goldia Bize, 
whom Francine replaced. This is her 
first experience in writing for the 
News. 


Francine Hillier 


New associate editor for the account- 
ing department is Katherine Cole. This 
issue contains her first effort as a 
columnist and we 
invite you to read 
it through, for 
Katherine deserves 
an “A” for the care 
that went into its 
composition and the 
excellence of its 
copy. Katherine is 
payroll clerk in the 
disbursement sec- 
tion of the depart- 
ment. She was “Kay” Weber when 
employed in June, 1949. She became 
Mrs. Cole in June, 1952. 


Katherine Cole 


Ruth Younger writes the newsy col- 
umn that relates the trials and triumphs 
of the folks in the Lincoln business 
office. Miss Young- 
er is no stranger to 
our organization 
even though she 
emigrated from 
California only last 
September. Ruth 
was employed once 
before in the busi- 
ness office from 
September, 1948, to 
January, 1951. Dur- 
ing part of this time she acted as asso- 
ciate editor for the News. She next 
worked in the personnel department 
as secretary until September, 1951, 
when she resigned to go to California. 
Miss Younger has been an active par- 
ticipant in several employee programs, 
notably in company picnic preparation, 
volleyball and Christmas choral groups. 
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Ruth Younger 


Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Title Changes 


Robert Guthrie 
Equipment Foreman 
General Plant 


Mary Levendusky 
Secretary 
Lincoln 


Sheila Schabacker 
Teller 
Lincoln 


Clarence Schleufer 
Chief Switchman 
Hastings 


Commercial 


Elva E. Mares, clerk to service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 


Sheila A. Schabacker, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 
Engineering 


Mary L. Levendusky, stenographer to sec- 
retary, Lincoln. 


Plant 


Floyd H. Arvanette, Jr., routineman to 
switchman, Hastings. 

Dale M. Bollman, groundman to combina- 
tionman, Superior. 

Robert R. Guthrie, installer-repairman, Lin- 
coln, to equipment foreman, General Plant. 

Ewald Ochsner, groundman to combination- 
man, Hastings. 

Loyal C. Park, routineman to switchman, 
Hastings. 

Clarence F. Schleufer, equipment foreman 
to chief switchman, Hastings. 

H. W. Tubbs, switchman to installer-repair- 
man, Hastings. 

Coralee P. Utecht, operator, Hastings to 
Lincoln. 

Maude P. Willey, service assistant to clerk, 
Beatrice. 

R. L. Wilson, groundman to lineman, Lincoln. 


a 


L. G. Saunders H. W. Cane H. W. Stroup 
Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 
35 Years 30 Years 25 Years 


Forty-I[wo Years 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
G. P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
Elsie M. Andrews, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 
L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
H. S. Knudson, L. W. Winscot, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 


F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 


Dorothy E. Lefler, Lincoln; Frank Nevitt, 
Beatrice. 


Thirty-One Years 
L. C. Williams, Stromsburg. 


Thirty Years 
H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
D. D. Eckles, Nelson. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


D. GC. Gilmore, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 


Mina V. Jorgensen, Lincoln; Vivian W. 


Kinghorn, Auburn. 


Ruth L. Hetherington 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Lola I. Hetherington 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Twenty-Five Years 
H. W. Stroup, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 
Alice M. Peters, York. 


Twenty-Two Years 
Le T. Pipers York. 


Twenty-One Years 
E. O. Wait, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 


Ethyl M. Armstrong, Nebraska City; W. F. 
Grant, Lincoln; J. H. Roland, Beatrice. 


Fourteen Years 
Opal M. Allison, Juanita; M. Schleif, 
Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 


Dea I. Hays, York; Dorothea C. Heck- 


man, Lincoln. 


Eleven Years 


Wilhelmine M. Sanmann, York; A. E. 


Stansbury, Beatrice. 


Ten Years 


Lola I. Hetherington, Ruth L. Hethering- 
ton, Lincoln; Annabelle I. Stocker, Fairbury; 
A. G. Behm, Lincoln (February Anniver- 
sary). 


Annabelle Stocker A. G. Behm 
Fairbury Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 
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Nine Years 
Anna K. Menninga, Beatrice. 


Fight Years 


Elaine Hawkins, Lincoln. 
Seven Years 


Bertha Andersen, Superior; Norma J. Dett- 
mer, Syracuse; R. M. Hromadka, Hastings; 
Marguerite Ienn, York; M. F. Jenkins, Ne- 
braska City; Kathryn I. Widick, Beatrice. 

Six Years 

Laura J. Baker, Amelia M. Christopher, 
Christine L. Ford, Elsie L. Gill, R. C. Haw- 
kins, Lincoln; W. W. Harrington, Tecum- 
seh; Monica T. Lempka, Auburn. 

Five Years 

Eunice M. Applegate, Weeping Water: 
Dorothy L. Biggerstaff, Auburn; Pauline M. 
Hergott, Beatrice; B. L. Herzog, Hastings: 
Dorothy C. Grafton, Helen Hall, E. V. Hiatt, 
V. P. Spears, Lincoln; Vera Schluckebier, 
Seward; Betty J. Steele, Crete. 


Joint Pioneer Luncheon— 


Hobby Show at Convention 


HE Frank H. Woods Chapter— 
Independent Telephone Pioneers, 
and the Casper E. Yost Chapter—Tele- 
phone Pioneers of America have been 
invited to participate in the program of 
this year’s Nebraska Telephone Con- 
vention by holding a joint luncheon at 
the Cornhusker Hotel on Wednesday, 
March 25, and to share in the produc- 
tion of a hobby show which is expected 
to be one of the features at the conven- 
tion. Arrangements for the latter are 
being worked out by the respective 
Pioneer Hobby Committees under the 
direction of Ralph Jones, chairman for 
the Casper Yost Chapter, and Robert 
T. Ross, co-chairman for the Frank 
Woods Chapter. 

Tickets for the noon luncheon have 
been placed on sale at a bargain price 
of $1.65 and Social Chairman Helm 
predicts a bumper gathering come meal 
time. A report of these and other 
convention highlights will be made in 
the April issue of the News. 


_——__—_ 


WANT-AD 
BABY SITTING! Any evening. 


Call for appointment. 


Ernestine Snell, 6-2351, Ext. 6. 


Miss Snell has been employed 
evenings in the Lincoln cafeteria. 
If you have a child-sitting prob- 
lem she will be glad to hear 
from you. 


Posies From Our Customers 
i Nase ee equipment was recently in- 

stalled on the extended service 
trunks between Murray and Platts- 
mouth. Its function is to give a warn- 
ing note four minutes after a connection 
is established over the trunk line. At 
the end of five minutes an interfering 
note is again imposed on the line and 
continues until both parties hang up. 
The equipment had been in service only 
a few days, when an enthusiastic letter 
was received by Area Manager Ernst. 
It read: “We welcome and applaud the 
improvement and we thank you; but 
may we suggest that you start the com- 
motion at three minutes and arrange 
it so the d--n thing will explode if they 
don’t hang up by the time four min- 
utes have elapsed.” 

The letter was from a long suffer- 
ing male of the Murray exchange. 

At Superior, Chief Operator Erma 
Keenan and her troupe enjoyed the 
contents of a large box of delicious 
home-made divinity that arrived at the 
office with the appended note: “‘Think 
you will know what this is for. Many 
thanks to you and your girls.” It was 
signed by Alice G. Mitchell and Mary 
A. Felt, subscribers at Superior, who 
thus expressed their gratitude for the 
special vigilance given their telephone 
service during a recent period of family 
illness. 

So again we are reminded that tele- 
phone folk are friendly folk, and their 
many thoughtful courtesies have an 
effect and influence on the lives of 
others—and are sometimes rewarded 
materially, as well as in friendliness by 
their subscribers. 


Benefit Claims Paid 

The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
February: 

Primary members: Mrs. Corrine J. De- 
Backer, Hastings Traffic, $15.00; Mrs. Arline 
F. Wright, Wahoo Traffic, $10.00; Arthur Bal- 
derson, Seward Plant, $194.00; J. J. Keogh, 
Hastings Construction, $86.40; J. W. Dudgeon, 
Hastings Commercial, $15.00; J. C. Gear, Fair- 
bury Plant, $44.50; D. C,. Gilmore, Lincoln 
Service, $39.00; Mrs. Eunice L. Green, Lincoln 
Traffic, $15.00; W. L. Hassler, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $10.00; B. A. Isaman, Lincoln Engi- 
neering, $15.00; J. M. Isley, Lincoln Supply, 
$15.00; R. C. Parsons, Lincoln Pensioner, 
$65.00; Minnie A. Schlitt, Hastings Traffic, 
$15.00; Jacob Schneider, Lincoln Service, $20.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. P. H. Henson, Lincoln, 
$11.25; John R. Keogh, Hastings, $11.63; Ar- 
thur May, Lincoln, $147.75; Mrs. G. W. Miers, 
Seward, $206.25; Joyce Neujahr, Syracuse, 
$49.50; Lisa Dee Strayer, Crete, $12.08; Shiela 
Zimmerman, Lincoln, $22.58. 


Asa Waters and Helen Pickard 
On Urban League Board 


F the five new members elected to 

the Board of Directors of the Lin- 
coln Urban League at the 21st annual 
meeting of that organization, two 
are telephone em- 
ployees. Elected 
were A. B. Waters, 
district commercial 
manager and Helen 
Pickard of the ac- 
counting depart- 
ment. At the first 
meeting of the new 
board, held a few 
days later, Mr. 
Waters was selected 
as First Vice-President of the League. 


A. B. Waters 


The Urban League is an inter-racial 
organization founded to provide a uni- 
fied force to work toward the indus- 
trial, social and spiritual welfare of the 
American Negro. Its efforts are mainly 
expended at the local level where the 
accomplishments over a period of the 
last score of years have been out- 
standing. 


Mr. Waters became associated with 
the League through his connection with 
ies: LE A Gminu nity 
; | Chest and = other 
Red Feather groups. 
Miss Pickard’s first 
participation in the 
affairs of the or- 
ganization came 
from her activities 
as a member of the 
Lincoln Industrial 
Council of the 
C.W.A. Both are 
to be complimented for their con- 
tribution to this worthy endeavor. 


Helen Pickard 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Helena Warren, mother of Vey 
Warren of the Beatrice traffic department, 
passed away February 15. Funeral services 
were held February 18 in Beatrice. 

Mr. Walter Hudson, father of Helen Hall 
of the Lincoln accounting department, passed 
away March 7. Funeral services were held 
in Raymond on March 10. 

Mr. Axel Backstrom, father of John Back- 
strom of the Lincoln accounting department, 
died February 7. Funeral services were held 
February 10 in Lincoln. 
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Barbara Pederson, Hastings traffic depart- 
ment. became the bride of Delmar McCord 
on January 31 in the chapel of the First 
Methodist Church in Hastings. 


Eva Kapke of the Seward traffic depart- 
ment and J. C. Armstrong of Lincoln were 
married on February 14 at the Presbyterian 
Church in Granite City, Illinois. 


The marriage of Cherie Rathjen and Rob- 
ert DeTurk was solemnized on January 11 
at the Lutheran Church in Millerton. Mrs. 
DeTurk has resigned her position in the 
David City traffic department. 


One For Ripley 


Kenneth Boshart displays his 29-point hand. 
Ralph Connors and Ed Dulin haven’‘t yet been 
let in on the secret. George Walroth, Dulin’s 
partner, is out of the picture at left margin. 


PERFECT cribbage hand made its 

appearance in a four-handed game 
in the Lincoln club room on March 6. 
Ken Boshart and Ralph Connors were 
bemoaning their hard luck as they ab- 
sorbed a neat drubbing from George 
Walroth and Ed Dulin. Ken was pretty 
sick of the whole affair as he picked 
up his five cards on the fatal deal. He 
took a casual and half-hearted look at 
them and blinked in a quick double-take 
as three fives came into view, accom- 
panied by the jack of the missing suit. 
He held in his hand the ingredients— 
and the only fighting chance he had 


ever had—for the biggest hand in crib- 


bage. Even at the moment there was 
still but one slim chance in 32 that the 
fourth five-spot would be turned up 
from the residue of the pack. The cut 
was made and Ken riveted unbelieving 
eyes on the turned card. It was the five 
of clubs! He was holding a 29 point 
hand. The law of probability tells us 
that it comes to all men once in 305,- 
162,656 hands of partner-cribbage. 
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Eastern District 
Betty Miles, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Myra Metcalf, traveling instructor, spent 
several days at this office last week. ... 
LOST!—chief operator’s voice. At last it 
came back when Miss Swan returned to 
work after a month’s absence. . . . Vaca- 
tions are up again. Luella Grubaugh is 
the first to start them off. She started her 
vacation February 16. . . . Practically all 
of us have been hit by the flu bug but 
everyone is back on duty at the present. 
. . - Donna Hotovy returned to her duties 
after a month’s leave. Her husband was 
home from overseas duty and has again 
taken off for the waters of Korea. 
On February 9 an anniversary party was 
held when O. B. Dill was given recog- 
nition of his ten years of service with the 
telephone company. An evening of cards 
and a lunch of popcorn, potato chips, etc., 
was enjoyed by the fourteen employees. 
Vern Campbell presented Mr. Dill with his 
10-year service pin. 

Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

We are glad to see Art “Baldy” Balder- 
son back after a recent appendectomy... . 
Mrs. George Miers is recovering satisfac- 
torily after her recent operation. . . . Dale 
Gray, son of Area Manager Gray, is spend- 
ing a 10-day furlough with his parents. ... 
We were very glad to have Irene Combs 
here for a week giving us voice training 
and recording our voices. Also Mr. Cleve- 
land from the Lincoln office showed us a 
movie on the “Skillful Operator” and ‘Toll 
Dial Operation.” It was very much appre- 
ciated by all the girls... . Beata and Mar- 
tha Merz, “Babe” Kapke and Laura Douty 
attended the Pioneer’s party in Lincoln 
recently. 

Wahoo Area 

Mary Beaty and Leona Larsen, Correspondents 

Margie Miller spent the week end of 
February 6 in St. Paul, Minn., visiting at 
the home of a girl friend. She reported a 
good time, except on her way home she 
was delayed in a small town in Iowa be- 
cause the bus in which she was riding had 
a collision with a truck. Everyone involved 
escaped without any injury... . Annadele 
Smith was suddenly taken to the Saunders 
County Hospital with an attack of appen- 
dicitis. She is recovering rapidly and we 
hope to see her back to work real soon... - 
Bob Berggren, home on leave from the 
Navy, was a recent visitor at our office. He 
said he hasn’t found any good looking gals 
around the many seaports he has been in, 
so if any of you girls are looking for a tall, 
dark and handsome fellow just come to 
Wahoo. ... Other visitors were Myra Met- 
calf, Melba Richards and L. W. Cleveland 
of Lincoln. 
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"Shure and What's Your 
Trouble, Mam?” 


HE is a true colleen, for straight 
from Old Ireland to the Lincoln 
service board came Margaret Bailie, 
trouble operator, who joined the com- 
pany only a few days after arrival from 
her homeland last December. The pleas- 
ant tinge of Erin colors her speech, 
quite to the delight and envy of the 
folks about her. Margaret made the 
journey from Belfast to Lincoln with 
her father. They plan to remain in 
America for the length of their al- 
loted sojourn period and perhaps per- 
manently. Her married sister now 
resides here. 


General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting Department 


Katherine Cole, Associate Editor 

Spring fever is showing effects in the 
accounting department. Berthamae Ward is 
walking home these nice days—she only 
lives 29 blocks from the office. Jack Geist 
thinks his old car is losing its appeal— 
maybe a new one would have more “pick 
up” or make faster trips to Minden. Speak- 
ing of Minden— Marlene Jorgensen and 
Carol Nelson moved into an apartment 
March 1 and expected their parents to bring 
furniture from Minden, but due to the 
snow storm, they were delayed a few days. 
Why don’t you girls write a book on “Live 
and Be Happy on a Shoestring’? ... It 
seems as though everyone is moving. Alvina 
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Miller took care of her niece and nephew 
while their parents moved. She thinks it 
might have been easier to do the moving. 
Alice Meiers and family have purchased a 
new home. Alice is very excited about it as 
it is the first time they have really had a 
home for ten years. . . June Lohmeier 
moved home to Pleasant Dale March 27. 
She is patiently awaiting her fiance’s return 
from Korea and then those wedding bells 
will be ringing for June. . . . Congratula- 
tions to Harold Brady! Harold is to M.C. 
the Annual Square Dance Festival April 11. 
There will be about 1,700 dancers and 3,000 
spectators. . . . Pat Dienert took a trip to 
Ansley for a wedding the week end of the 
last blizzard—of course, she didn’t take her 
boots. . . . Pat Priest Hutson, former 
accounting department employee, visited 
the department and had lunch with some 
of the girls. Pat is living in Cheyenne now. 
. George Mann spent part of his vaca- 
tion at the State Basketball Tournament. 
Dewey Nelson engineered the third 
rummage sale for the Cosmo Club which 
was a huge success. Of course, the really 
big news about Dewey is his 1953, two 
tone green DeSoto, and it has power steer- 
ing. But Dewey, we think Eunice Bailey 
has outdone you—she had a perpetual run- 
ning nose. We are sorry you had the flu, 
Eunice. ... Our sympathy goes to Mr. Bush 
whose sister, Mrs. Jessie Short of Colorado 
Springs, passed away. Burial was in Lincoln 
March 7. Mr. Jahn’s department has a new 
Tickometer—a machine which dates and 
counts tickets. They will use it to verify 
ticket counts and to date cleared accounting 
stubs. It must be quite a machine for it 
counts at a rate of 1,000 tickets per minute. 
... Bernadine Martin, a new employee in 
our department, was formerly in the reve- 
nue accounting department of the [Illinois 
Consolidated Telephone Co. at Mattoon, 
Illinois. Her husband is with the Lincoln 
Board of Education. .. . The flurry of work 
in our department is due to the pending 
rate case before the Railway Commission 
and the filing of Corporate Income Tax Re- 
turns. . . . We are keeping our fingers 
crossed against an epidemic of measles— 
Blanche Buel’s brother has them... . Jean 
Leatherman seems to be a typical bride. 
She stored a cake in the oven and later 
lit the gas in preparation of an oven meal. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 


The girls of the business office had a 
party at Tony and Luigi’s the other night. 
Everyone had a_ wonderful time! “Skid 
Roh and Thelma Anderson are still en- 
joying that evening. The steaks they or- 
dered were so large they couldn’t begin to 
make a dent in them so they asked for a 
paper bag to take the remains home to “our 


little puppy.” Three days later they were 
still bringing steak sandwiches for lunch. 
Those poor puppies must be dying of hunger 
by now!.. . . Jay McDowell and his wife, 
Myrtle, were in the office recently to see 
“Papa” McDowell. . . . Donna Drozd tried 
to perform the ballet, “Swan Lake,” on 
Dodge Street in Omaha during the recent 
storm. She remembered the dying swan 
in the finale of the ballet as she slid across 
the street on her back and tried to be as 
graceful as the ballet. She keeps insisting 
that she slipped and lost her footing but 
her roommate told us that she heard there 
was a scout tor a TV network in town 
and thought that it would be a good way 
to attract attention! Marfae Wergin 
had the biggest disappointment of her life 
recently. She’s always wanted to see Uncle 
Miltie’s TV show but something has always 
come up preventing her seeing it. One eve- 
ning she thought they had _ everything 
worked out so that she could watch the 
show; she rushed home from work, hurried 
through her household tasks, and over to 
the neighbor’s home and sank into a comfy 
chair ready to enjoy the long awaited show. 
Poor Marfae almost collapsed when she 
discovered that all her efforts had been in 
vain—she had the right hour but the wrong 
day!!! . . . Bill Burt has been snitching 
nickels from Jean Gerling to put in his 
piggy bank for that new Ford across the 
street in the window of O’Sheas. The girls 
told him they would stand on the corner 
with little tin cups soliciting funds for his 
new car but he wouldn’t accept their offer. 
That doesn’t sound like him. . . . Marion 
Eilers will be leaving us soon. She is 
moving to Memphis to be with her hus- 
band who is in the Navy. 


Engineering Department 
B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


As this is being written a lot of people 
are worrying about Bud Eden. Bud took a 
week of vacation with his family and sup- 
posedly flew to Florida. To date, no one 
has heard from him so we don’t know for 
sure just how far he got on his trip. At any 
rate we know that Bud would really have 
a high old time and that anyone wishing 
information on anything from a cow Ppas- 
ture up to a regulation airport will be able 
to get same from Bud when he gets back. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


On February 27, the switchmen at Main 
Office, and their wives, met at the Italian 
Village and had quite a party. The next 
day everyone looked like they had had 
a swell time. ... The “6” Office 200 tem- 
porary line installation was completed a 
few days ago, thanks to those who put so 
much hard work in it... . Several switch- 
men have been busy attending special 
classes to get acquainted with the equip- 
ment in the new office building. ... The 
new addition at “4” Office is progressing 
very rapidly. Just recently the new con- 
crete floor was laid. .. . Hugo Staley and 
his “gang” have started the acceptance tests 
at the new office. Warren Shuck js 


This is the way Wahoo traffic greets the 
traveling chief. Left to right: Helma Kempf; 
Myra Metcalf, ‘T.C.O.”; Inez Olson; Mae 
Beaty, and Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo chief 
operator. 


starting a big job of installation in his 
office. Assisting Warren is Howard Stroup 
and Ray Baldwin. ... Harry Palmquist has 
been on the sick list for quite some time. 
Hope to see you back on the job soon, 
Harry. . . . Elmer Travis doesn’t particu- 
larly care for his new nickname, “Baldy.” 
So if anyone has a good hair tonic please 
let him know about it, ’cause all looks lost 
for Elmer. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Pat King and Evelyn Koch journeyed 
to Alexandria to spend the week end with 
Evelyn’s mother and to celebrate her birth- 
day. ... Evelyn Soukup visited at her home 
in David City. .. . Ruth Goepfert’s father 
is recovering from an illness at his home 
in Grand Island. . . . Theresa Peters’ hus- 
band is busy chopping holes all over the 
house—preparatory to the installation of 
registers for their new gas furnace... . 
Ella Hansen insists on throwing her waste 
Paper on the floor. The waste basket is on 
the other side of the desk, Ella. ... Letha 
Campbell visited at her home in Aurora. 
‘ Doris Hardt and her husband are 
happy in their new home at 6436 Fremont. 

. Eloise Baldwin had a harrowing ex- 
perience the other day. She ran over her 
own dog! “Tippy” luckily escaped any in- 
jury, the wheels of the car having missed 
him. . . . Ruth Hetherington enjoyed a 
week end in Loveland, Colorado, but was 
snow-bound for a day due to the storm. She 
managed to bear up quite well, and we 
wonder—was there someone there who, 
perhaps, “helped” her to endure it? . 
Marilyn Fones and her husband are the 
proud owners of a new home at 1773 No. 


29th Street... . Louise Schmidt visited her 
brother in Lexington and got caught in the 
blizzard. ... “Tinky’” Dealy is the happy 


owner of a new diamond. 


Southern. District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


Colleen Curttright and Emma Lee DeJonége, 
Correspondents 


Those bitten by the flu bug and who had 
to miss work were Monica Lempka, Joan 
Stephens, Oakel Butler and Helen Dettmer. 

Kenneth Lash recently had the mis- 
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fortune of cutting his foot. A toe more 
or less seemed immaterial to him. Betty 
had an infected finger but at present every- 
one is on the well list. .. . Marcene Kite, 
a former operator, and baby daughter vis- 
ited the traffic and commercial depart- 
ments. .. . Lois Houtz spent a recent week 
end in Cheyenne, Wyoming, visiting her 
daughter and family. Lois was also hostess 
to several of the girls at breakfast one 
morning. The group included Helen Dett- 
mer, Huldah Bippes, Shirley Stock, Joan 
McIninch and Joan Stephens. At the end 
of the meal twenty-five delicious biscuits 
had disappeared. Wilma James and 
Joan McIninch helped celebrate Nadine 
Lampe’s birthday in St. Joe. . .. Alice 
Haddox and Dorothy Biggerstaff are both 
driving sporty new cars this month. 
Shirley Stock was elected Sweetheart at the 
radio program at Dovel’s Cafe recently. 
Evidently she was elected Sweetheart by 
someone else also as she received some 
Valentine candy. Helen Dettmer was an- 
other recipient of a nice Valentine gift. It 
was a birthstone ring from her boy friend. 
... Huldah and June Bippes are the proud 
aunts of a new nephew... . The mother of 
Frances Duryea, chief operator at Dawson, 
underwent surgery in Lincoln January 28. 
... Lieutenant Paul Duryea, son of Frances 
Duryea, is en route to Iceland. He is in the 
Air Defense Command. Emma Lee 
DeJonge, cashier at Humboldt, took her 
vacation early, from February 15 to Feb- 
ruary 28. 
Beatrice Area 
Barbara Portrey, Correspondent 
Alice Reents and her family were in 
Falls City Sunday, February 15, for the 
dedication of the new United Brethren 
Lutheran Church. . Mabel Wieting is 
getting ready for a vacation trip to Florida. 
... Mary Buss (formerly Wiegand) is back 
at work after having three weeks off for 
her wedding and a honeymoon trip to Okla- 
homa. Dorothy Ellis and Barbara 
Portrey were honored at a surprise birthday 
party given by a group of friends Febru- 
ary 10. Each received a pair of earrings. 
Ruth Lineweber has a new electric 
sewing machine and probably will be 
spending most of her time at home testing 


the new machine. 
Crete Area 


Jo Ann Znamenacek, Correspondent 


George Brock, area manager at Crete, 
was the victim of a hazard in his office at 
Crete. While turning in his chair to talk 
with George Fleck the chair leg dropped 
into a hole in the floor, greeting George 
as from a jet plane. No physical injuries. 

Fairbury Area 
Madeline Hurst, Correspondent 

Irene James is leaving for Houston, 
Texas, with her husband who is stationed 
there. ... Miss Dunn attended the (Whoop 
and Holler) Western National Livestock 
show in Denver, Colorado, January 24 and 
25. . . . Bob DeBord, son of Mrs. Helen 
DeBord, is home on leave following recruit 
training at Great Lakes. ... Dave Guthrie, 
of the Lincoln plant, has been installing 
C.O.E. equipment in the Fairbury plant 
the past few weeks. 


So 


Twenty-five Years fag the Decale 


. The photographer caught the climactic scene of a party held at the David 
City telephone building on February 3. Ben and Mary Docekal, two special 
people of that area, are pictured as they received their 25-year service pins, 
plus congratulations from Vern Campbell, area manager. In the background can 
be faintly seen a placard reading “We Are Young. Only 25 Years Service.” 

So far as memory can be trusted, the combination of a husband-wife 
team of employees attaining their silver service anniversary at the same time 
has never been duplicated in the annals of our company. 

Ben and Mary were operating the Farmers Telephone Company at Abie 
when it was purchased by the Lincoln company in 1930. Ben, at that time, took 
employment as combinationman at David City. Mary stayed on at Abie until the 
exchange was discontinued and the subscribers taken over by the Bruno exchange. 
Her later service includes an eight-year term as chief operator at Bruno and 
13 years in a like position at Brainard, where the Docekals now make their home. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

Among the participants in the annual 
Minstrel Show sponsored by the American 
Legion were Tyler Ryan, Bill Eckles and 
Raymie Johnson. The latter two had such 
black faces they looked as if they hadn’t 
washed for a week! Bill Eckles had a very 
convincing ventriloquist act with a dummy, 
but he was aided by another ‘“‘voice” back- 
stage. .. . Cecile Morehead, Mary Meister 
and Goldie Busenbarrick attended the Pio- 
neer gathering in Lincoln, January 30.... 
Cecile spent a week of her vacation help- 
ing her husband get settled at home fol- 
lowing his release from the hospital. ... 
Norma Lee and Darold Hahn drove to 
Maryville, Mo., to see Darold’s sister and 
family, Mr. and Mrs. Gene Thomas and 
two of their children who were hospitalized 
with severe burns suffered when their home 
burned. The Thomas family is making 
a satisfactory recovery at this time. 
Hilda Ramsey attended funeral services for 
her brother-in-law, Fred Geweke, on Feb- 
ruary 19. Burial was at Elk Creek... . Eva 
Wenzl sponsored a pink-and-blue shower 
for Ines Meister which many of the traffic 
girls attended. . . . Lois Broady, Ines Meis- 
ter and Nancy Troeger were a few of the 
girls who helped Shirley Hagelback cele- 
brate a birthday, and they all had a good 
time! . . . John Vestecka has been here 
the past few weeks working on a new tele- 
phone directory. Clara Costello vis- 
ited relatives in Omaha recently and had 
a very pleasant week end. Another 


convert to the sport of bowling is Avis 
Collar, cashier at Pawnee City. She doesn’t 
brag about her scores but she sure enjoys 
bowling. A. S. Keckler, of Lincoln, 
has been having a plant training class in 
Tecumseh. Those who have attended in- 
clude Harold Drake, Raymond Johnson, 
Dick McCall, Dick McCoy and Don Hester 
of Tecumseh, and George Eggleston, Harold 
Williams and Carl Franzen of Pawnee City. 


Western District 


Beatrice G. Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 

Moreane Alldritt and Bonnie Sears spent 
a week end out of town. Moreane visited 
in Little Sioux, Iowa, and Bonnie, accom- 
panied by Coleen Hohlen, a former oper- 
ator, and her baby son, went to Denver, 


Colorado. 
Hebron Area 


Mary Boyce, Correspondent 


Kathryn Kutlas spent the week end visit- 
ing her family in Omaha, and Mrs. Van 
Osdol spent a day shopping in Lincoln... . 
Cupid has been at work again. Irene Kripal 
received a beautiful diamond on Valentine’s 
Day from Bill Nacke, Jr., of Hebron. As 
yet no date has been set for the wedding. 

Cpl. Richard O. Brunkow, who has 
been in the National Guard for the past 
two years, is to report to Fort Sheridan, 
Illinois, on March 13, for active duty. 
Dick will be missed around the Hebron 
office. 
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Stromsburg Area 


Elvera Parks, Correspondent 


On January 28, Jim Hatfield, Polk com- 
binationman, had an unfortunate accident 
when he got part of his index finger cut 
off while trying to make a water pump 
jack operate. We sincerely hope by this 
time that Jim is feeling much better... . 
“Doc” Wilson and Floyd Crewdson of Has- 
tings have been in this area for a few days 
repairing equipment. Elvera Parks. 
cashier at Osceola, accompanied husband 
Wayne and friends to Lincoln to see the 
Nebraska-Kansas State basketball game. 
Nebraska won and, of course, that made 
the game much better. The Stroms- 
burg area bowling team placed fifth in 
the tournament held at Stromsburg. We 
believe these men deserve a “pat on the 
back” because to hear them talk, they 
didn’t have much confidence in themselves. 
Congratulations, fellows! 


Superior Area 
Betty Joe Peery, Correspondent 
Vacations are starting again. Irene 
Hashage, whose fiance recently arrived 
home from overseas, is taking her vacation 
and also making plans to be married before 
returning to work. . . . Cupid is a pretty 
straight shot on St. Valentine’s Day. Shirley 
Goodrich and Emily Joe Noren are proudly 
wearing engagement rings. . . . Beulah Par- 
sons has returned to work following her 
vacation, most of which time was spent 
making plans for her wedding. . .. The 
rigor of toll training came to light when 
instructor Williams started to rise from 
her chair to aid a student, and chipped 
a tooth on her headset, in the process. 
Sution Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 
The Sutton area has been showered late- 
ly with trouble on local and long distance 
service. First, the sleet storm cut Sutton 
off almost entirely from the outside world. 
However, one toll line worked faithfully 
during the storm. This trouble was no 
more than cleared, when a fire destroyed 
the Sutton Mill and some 64 feet of cable 
which resulted in about 130 telephones. 
both town and rural, being out of service. 
We hope that with spring coming, our luck 
will change for the better. 
York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 
The York lounge room resembled a small 
theatre last week. L. W. Cleveland, traffic 
chief, visited our office to show motion 
picture films instructing the girls in over- 
lapping and teamwork. Merlie Markuson, 
traveling instructor, aiso visited the traffic 
department during the week. ... Elsie 
Wiemer, a recent toll student, was over- 
heard saying, “York, are you busy?,” in- 
stead of the normal phrase, “York, are 
you through?” ... Thelma Cooper is re- 
cuperating at the Lincoln General Hos- 
pital after receiving multiple injuries in a 
recent automobile accident. . . . The local 
women’s bowling team is still in fourth 
place in the Tuesday night league. ... A 
newly upholstered chair tends to brighten 
the lounge at the York exchange—the 
color is lipstick red. 
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AEs Grace Cruse, personnel secretary, 
C~ et = TNS = ; * went to the bank one noon and 
> S— SS + : being a bit pressed for time, 
made a rather hasty exit. She noticed the 

bank suard watching her retreat with ob- 
vious suspicion, Grace couldn't be bothered 
with his opinion, but sped on toward the 
office. A block down the street, she re- 
membered that her gloves still lay on the 
bank check desk, Back she went and retrieved 
them. In a greater hurry than before, Urace 
was breaking into a run across the lobby 
when she saw she had again aroused the 
guard's distrust. Her efforts to saunter 
casually from the bank, while still making 
great speed, was something to watch; so 


t ) ALWAYS GOTTA 
WEAR MY RUBBERS 
OR! CATCH COLD & 


‘Clyde Burge, as you may know, is 4 
collector of ancient and modern guns. 
One of them, a huge 45-70 rifle, uses 
black powder for firing, and vlyde 
has long had the urge to try out the 
old "coal burner." He inveigled Dan 
Smith to accompany him to a remote 
canyon for the experiment. Folks say 
they fired only three shots all after- 
noon. The rest of the time was spent 
in waiting for the smoke to clear 


away. 
~ people say. 
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set out on his task. The other Cs 


is still lying by the roadside. (W222) 
He didn't miss it until he re- z= = 
turned to his desk that night. 
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Darlene Multer, Lincoln traffic, was enjoying a quiet 
day of rest beside the hearth when she noticed a 
weird sound in the room. Darlene describes it as 


"sort of a whistling and howling." It grew steadily J. A. McKinzie and Art Holcomb called on a city official 
in volume, and undoubtedly came from the basement. at Superior to discuss a mutual problem. Art has always 
It was some time before Miss Multer summoned the had an aversion to dropping nickels into parking meters 
Courage to investigate. But, at last descending, she and decided there was no sense in paying the city to 
soon found the source of the commotion. It was the talk business with them. Consequently, he got the usual 
gas meter. Darlene telephoned to report the trouble parking summons and the usual dollar and costs. John 
and a serviceman was soon knocking at the door. A McKinzie's native instincts were outraged, and had he 
while later she saw him departing with her ELECTRIC been carrying the keys to the ear, it's a safe bet that’ 
meter. In her haste and excitement, Darlene had Art would have "laid out" his fine in jail. 


called the wrong utility company, 


HRILLING new experiences are in 
store for customers and operators 
alike, when the new Lincoln toll board 
is cut into the National Toll Dialing 
Network early next fall. 


By means of toll dialing an operator 
is able to build a toll connection without 
aid from operators in offices through 
which the call passes. In the process 
she simply dials a series of digits and 
the desired circuits are automatically 
selected for her. On calls to certain 
distant places that do not have com- 
plete toll dialing equipment, the called 
number must be passed to the distant 
operator. Calls to most metropolitan 
areas will be dialed all the way to the 
called telephone. 


In order to accomplish this, the 
United States and Canada are divided 
into 90 numbering areas. A three-digit 
code is assigned to each. Where prac- 
ticable, an entire state constitutes one 
of these numbered areas. For some of 
the larger or more densely populated 
states, more than one area is needed. 
Then, within a single numbering area, 


each central office is designated for 


toll dialing purposes by a two or three- 
digit code. 


It’s polite to point while key 
pulsing. Mary Bornemeier, 
assistant methods supervisor, 


‘ 


is demonstrating the art to La- 
verne Braun, A.C.O., and Melba 
Richards, chief operator. 


Each switchboard position is fur- 
nished with multi-leaf files listing 
routes to all toll centers and many 
smaller exchanges in the United States. 
If the called exchange is not listed, the 
operator will call the Route and Rate 
desk to obtain the route. Suppose, for 
example, that an operator has received 
a call to Portland, Oregon, telephone 
number Beacon 4706. She would im- 
mediately consult her multi-leaf file 
and find the route to Portland to be 
6 + 503 + 2 letters + 4 digits. This 
means that on a toll tandem trunk she 
would dial 6 + 503 + BE + 4706. 
The 6 would select a circuit out of Lin- 
coln to Omaha. The 503 would select 
a circuit out of Omaha to Portland. 
Then the BE + 4706 would ring the 
Beacon 4706 telephone number in 
Portland. 


Operators can complete calls much 
faster when the calling subscriber gives 
the telephone number of the called 
person. If the number is not known, 
the operator must dial the distant in- 
formation operator to get the number. 
Then she must dial the call again to 
reach the called telephone. 


For some time now, Lincoln oper- 
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of Lincoln’s new 
toll switchboard 


by 
PEARL BISHOP 


Supervisor of Methods 
General Traffic Department 


ators have been able to dial telephones 
in Hastings and Tecumseh and in 
smaller nearby towns. From the new 
Lincoln switchboard they will be dial- 
ing telephones in San Francisco, Dallas, 
Miami, Washington, D. C., and hun- 


dreds of other places. 


Within our own territory, most of 
our offices will be dialing Lincoln tele- 
phone numbers. Also they will dial 
through the Lincoln office to reach 
cther offices. For example: On a call 
from Hastings to Tecumseh, the Has- 
tings operator will dial a code which 
will connect her through Lincoln to 
the Tecumseh equipment. She will con- 
tinue dialing the Tecumseh number, 
and in a few seconds the Tecumseh 
telephone will be ringing. 

The new Lincoln switchboard will 
have many features that will make an 
operator's work more interesting. One 
of these features is key pulsing. A key 
pulse set looks like a miniature adding 
machine with two rows of keys, five 
keys in each row. The ten digits and 
twenty-four letters of the alphabet are 
designated on these ten keys. To “dial” 
a number or a call, the operator simply 
depresses the proper keys, one after 
the other, as rapidly as she wishes, and 


ie The author, Pearl Bishop, explains the new selective information 


the call is on its way. 


In the new office, tickets for toll calls 
will be distributed from one position to 
another by a pneumatic tube system. 
The ticket is creased in two places. 
Then the operator opens the gate and 
pushes the ticket into the tube. The 
ticket is carried to the Route and Rate 
desk where it is filed if the call has 
been completed. If the call is to be 
tried again, it is relayed by tube to the 
proper delayed call position. 

The new Information positions will 
be very different from those we now 
have. Each position can select the kind 
of calls that will come to it. For 
example, if an operator is to answer 
information calls from toll only, she 
will operate a particular key. The calls 
will then be automatically routed to her. 
As a call is coming in to her position, 
she will receive a signal light and a 
tone on her headset. She waits momen- 


tarily for the automatic connection and 
then answers. When the calling oper-, 


ator disconnects, the information oper- 
ator is ready to receive a new call. All 
this takes place without the information 
operator having to use either cords or 
keys. There are, however, additional 
keys on the board so that the calls can 
be selected manually if the need arises. 


All toll center to toll center dial cir- 
cuits out of Lincoln will be secured by 
the operator over dial tandem trunks. 
Even the ringdown circuits and dial 
tributaries of Lincoln will be secured 
over these trunks by operators working 
on the east line of switchboards. A dial 
tandem trunk is a line from the switch- 
board to the automatic equipment. To 


board to assistant chiefs Mabel Volpp and Georgia Smith. 


select a circuit, the operator plugs into 
any dial tandem trunk and dials the 
proper code for the circuit she wants 
to use. The equipment selects the de- 
sired circuit and makes the connection. 

Group busy iamps appear on each 
switchboard position and will indicate 
to the operator when all of the circuits 
in a particular group are busy. They 
are time and equipment savers. For 
example: On a call to Hastings, the 
operator will first notice the group busy 
lamp for Hastings. If it is 
lighted she will know that 
all circuits to Hastings are 
busy and there is no need to 
dial the Hastings code on 
the dial tandem trunks, 


Instead of having busy 
visuals to indicate which 
circuits or trunks are busy, 
many of them will have Idle 
Line Indicators in the form 
of lights which appear on 
the circuit or trunk that is 
idle and ready to accept a 
call. When an_ operator 
plugs in on the. indicated 


Intrigued by the “ticket ter- 
minal” of the route and rate 
desk are L. W. Cleveland, 
traffic chief; Melba Richards, 
chief operator; Ruth Gaepfert 
and Hazel Nichols, service as- 
sistants. 


» 
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idle trunk, the light goes out on this 
trunk and comes on for the next trunk 
to be used. 


Flashing signals and tones will indi- 
cate any condition which will interfere 
with the completion of a call, such as 
busy called telephones, busy circuits 
out of an intermediate office, or if all 
equipment is busy anywhere along the 
line. 

The company PABX board in the 
new office is automatic and will allow 
extension users to dial each other and 
Lincoln numbers. Exchanges in our ter- 
ritory will also dial L. T. & T. exten- 
sions direct. The PBX operator will 
answer only incoming local calls and 
certain toll calls. 


It will not be possible to complete 
all calls by toll dialing for many years. 
But as each exchange is newly cut to 
dial operation and added to the dial- 
ing network, it will make one less to 
be reached by the ringdown method of 
passing the call from operator to oper- 
ator until the called place is reached. 
So with the Lincoln cutover, we are 
adding a great deal to telephone service 
for our own subscribers and to the 
over-all improvement of telephone serv- 
ice everywhere. 


TELEPHONE DASETOAT 


Working for you 


[T&T Well Represented 


In Association Activities 


se fifty-third annual convention of the Nebraska 
Telephone Association was held March 24 and 25 at 
the Hotel Cornhusker, Lincoln. It measured up to advance 
notices, shattering long established records and precedents 
with equal abandon. More than 400 telephone people 
from over the state came to visit the sessions, exhibits and 
special features. Scores of other guests attended the 
banquet on the night of the 24th. A general view of one 
of the sessions of the convention is shown above. Occupy- 
ing the speakers’ platform is the Hon: Robert B. Crosby, 
Governor of Nebraska. 

LT&T, as usual, lent its support to the convention. 
Its members worked behind the scenes as well as under 
the spotlight. In the panel at left, (1) Merle M. Hale, 
LTT vice-president, appears on the rostrum to present 
several modernizing changes in the association’s constitu- 
tion. The association's secretary-treasurer, James L. Mor- 
rison, and President Robert C. Hunt are shown at left. 
Mr. Hale is past president of the organization and cur- 
rently a member of the board of directors. (2) The three- 
man planning committee who shaped the convention pro- 
gram, and was largely responsible for the smooth and 
timely flow of program events. From left, E. J. Lake, 
Omaha; Pat Carey, Petersburg, and K. L. Lawson, general 
commercial superintendent, Lincoln. (3) A. B. Gorman 
reported for the publicity and public relations committee 
of which he is chairman. In its first year of operation, 
this committee set into motion a number of projects aimed 
toward helping telephone people bring their problems and 
needs to the attention of their community. (4) The Ne- 
braska Telephone Directory Company was one of the 
convention exhibitors. Herb Velte, manager, poured hot, 
fragrant coffee for all who visited the suite. Partaking 
of Herb’s hospitality are Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Coussins of Red Cloud. 
Walter is a former LT&T employee. 


getters rere 


First to meet and welcome the members 
as they arrived at the registration desk 
was Ray L. Clinton, Lincoln maintenance 
inspector. As a member of the Assistance 
Committee, Ray’s assignment is to lend an 
attentive ear and a helping hand to the 
plant problems of the small companies. His 


work on this committee has been out- 


standing, R. L. Clinton 
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fhe Pioneers kept the activity kettle boiling all 
through March. Major Chapter functions of the 
month was the Annual Ladies’ Night held March 14 at 
the University Club, Lincoln; and two other projects 
entered into jointly with the Casper E. Yost Chapter 
of the Northwestern Bell. First of these was the Hobby 
Show staged as one of the features at the state telephone 
convention. The other was the Pioneer Luncheon held 
on the second day of the convention. All three were 
eminently successful, thanks to the thought and energy 
of Irene Combs, Bob Ross, Claude Helm, Omaha’s 
Ralph Jones, and to their several working committees. 
In the picture above President Sievers of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter addresses the 172 Pioneers who attended 
the joint luncheon at the Hotel Cornhusker, March 25. 


Whonreer ctivities o Month 


Below, (1) At the Ladies’ Party, from left: Alma Jensen, 
Central Telephone Co., Cecile Anderson, Helen Krieger, 
Merlie Markuson, Myrtle Pugsley—and 53 other Pio- 
neers were among those present. (2) Head table at 
the Joint Pioneer Luncheon, from right: Thomas C. 
Woods, president LT&T; Merle M. Hale, vice-president 
LT&T; Bruce J. Sievers, president, Frank H. Woods 
Chapter; Camilla Dragge, president, Casper E. Yost 
Chapter; Ernie Bethune, president, Yost Omaha Coun- 
cil; and Claude Helm, chairman, social committee. 
(3) “What's My Line” panel at Ladies’ Party. From 
left: Alvina Miller, Bud Eden, Louise Roth, B. J. 
Sievers, Hattie Staley; standing, Irene Combs, women’s 
social chairman; N. Mae Hunt, Georgia Smith. (4) An 
LT&T general traffic quintet admires a Yost Chapter 
display table at the joint hobby show. 


LINCULN “S” UFFILE CUTUVER 
EVENT UF APRIL 18 


The past few weeks have been busy 
ones for the Lincoln plant department, 
and for other departments too, in draw- 
ing together the myriad of details that 
must weave into a perfect pattern of 
complete preparation for the cutover of 
Lincoln’s “5*’ exchange at 11 P.M., 
April 18. Two of the projects involved 
are shown here. Pictured above is a 
crew engaged in coursing a test call 
through the new equipment to each sub- 
scriber of the exchange. Nearly 6,500 
calls were made. Other crew members 
were employed at both the old and new 
main frames. Seated, from left, are Don 
Gilmore, Bob Chamberlain, R. M. Cleve- 
land, chief testman, Bob Wenzel and 
E. L. Dougherty. Standing is V. P. 
Spears. In the photograph at left, Carl 
Mischnick and Ardell Robison are rec- 
ognized as part of the group who are 
stringing the jumper wires on the new 
main frame. 


Forty-five employees have been as- 
signed to “stations,” and will take part 
in the actual cutover. Their actions have 
been synchronized through — several 

dress rehearsals,” in which many prob- 
lems which might have arisen at the cut- 
over have been encountered and solved. 
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A Lesson In Socialism 
(Written by Thomas J. Shelly, teach- 


er of Economics and History, Yonkers 


High School, Yonkers, N. Y.) 
A® a teacher in the public schools, 


I find that the socialist-communist 
idea, of taking “from each according to 
his ability,” and giving “to each accord- 
inz to his need” is now generally ac- 
cepted without question by most of our 
pupils. In an effort to explain the 
fallacy in this theory, [ sometimes try 
this approach with my pupils: 


When one of the brighter or harder- 
working pupils makes a grade of 95 on 
a test, I suggest that I take away 20 
points and give them to a student who 
has made only 55 points on his test. 
Thus each would have a passing mark 
—each would receive according to his 
need. After I have juggled the grades 
of all the other pupils in this fashion, 
the result is usually a ““common-owner- 
ship” grade of between 75 and 80— 
the minimum needed for passing, or for 
survival. Then I speculate with the 
pupils as to the probable results if | 
actually used the socialistic theory for 
grading papers. - 

First, the highly productive pupils— 
and they are always a minority in 
school as well as in life—would soon 
lose all incentive for producing. Why 
strive to make a high grade if part of 
it is taken from you by ‘vuthority” and 
given to someone else? 

Second, the less productive pupils— 
a majority in school as elsewhere— 


would, for a time, be relieved of the 
necessity to study or to produce. This 
Id con- 


socialistic-ccommunist system wou 
tinue until the high producers had 
sunk—or had been driven down—to 
the level of the low producers. At that 
point, in order for anyone to Survive, 
the “authority” would have no alterna- 
tive but to begin a system of compul- 
sory labor and punishments. 

Finally I return the discussion to the 
ideas of freedom and enterprise—the 
market economy—where each person 


has freedom of choice, and is re- 


sponsible for his own decisions and wel- 


fare. 


1 
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I explain that socialism—even in a de- 


mocracy——will eventually result in a 
Gc 

living-death for all except the “author- 

ities” and a few of their favorite lackeys. 


Heart Attack Fatal 
To William Mouden 


LV eens M. MOUDEN, merit 


combinationman, Osceola, died 
suddenly while bowling with the tele- 
phone men’s bowling team at Stroms- 
burg on Wednes- 
day evening, March 
18. Until the mo- 
ment of the fatal at- 
tack Mr. Mouden 
had given no indi- 
cation that he felt 
unwell. He was 54 
years of age and 
would have  ob- 
served his thirtieth 
anniversary of serv- 
ice with the company this coming June. 
The long span of unbroken telephone 
service began at Syracuse in June 1923 
when he was employed as exchange line- 
man. Afterwards he worked as lineman 
or combinationman at Nebraska City, 
Plattsmouth, Lincoln and Hastings. He 
was manager at Beaver Crossing from 
1934 to 1936, and combinationman at 
the Seward and York exchanges before 
moving to Osceola in June 1944. 


William Mouden 


Through his work and residence at so 
many points, Bill became widely known 
throughout the territory; and because 
he was, by nature, warm and sincere in 
his associations with others, his circle of 
personal friends was a large one. He 
was a 32nd Degree Mason and a charter 
member of the Frank H. Woods Pioneer 
Chapter. Immediate survivors include 
Mrs. Mouden, daughter Marjorie, and 
three sisters. Services were held at the 
Methodist Church at Osceola, Sunday, 


March 22. Burial was at Geneva Ceme- 


tery. 


Youngest Telephone Pioneer 


HEN Mrs. Wynelle McCorkle of 

Abilene, Texas, joined the Tele- 
phone Pioneers of America recently she 
became the youngest telephone pioneer 
in this country, according to the South- 
western Telephone News. Mrs. Mce- 
Corkle is 32 years old and started help- 
ing her mother operate a small town 
switchboard when she was 11. Mem- 
bership in the T.P.A. requires 21 years 
of service in the industry. 
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L. G. “Pep” Saunders, senior engineer, received a new service pin and a fine 


oral tribute from C: C. Donley, chief engineer. The event marked Mr. Saunders’ 
35th service anniversary with the company. Forming the background for the 
presentation may be seen nearly the entire force of the engineering department 
who were present to offer the young old-timer their collective compliments and 


congratulations. 


Pep spent most of the 35 years in the Lincoln plant department. He filled 
many different positions during the course of those years and they brought him 
a fund of experience that was wide and varied. In June 1950 he left his position 
as wire chief to enter the engineering department. His assianment since that time 
has been in equipment planning for the new Lincoln building. 


From The Man Who 
Lives In The White House 


This is what I found out about re- 
ligion: It gives you courage to make 
the decisions you must make in a 
crisis, and then the confidence to leave 
the result to a higher Power. Only by 
trust in God can a man carrying re- 
sponsibility find repose. 

—Dwight D. Eisenhower. 


Huge Farm Income Last Year 
EBRASKA’S farm income for 1952 


soared to a record breaking total, ac- 
cording to a newsletter issued March 27 
by the Nebraska Farmer. 

Eclipsing last year’s high mark by 
nearly 60 million dollars, the 1952 
figure of $1,165,664,000 boosted Ne- 
braska’s ranking position to seventh 
among all the states in total farm in- 
come. This is the fourth time in the 
past decade that the figure has risen 
above the billion-dollar mark. 

The newsletter further reveals that 
the average income per farm in Nebras- 
ka was $10,868 for the year, while that 
for the nation was $6,222. The average 
income for urban dwellers in Nebraska 
for 1952 was less than $3,500. 
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Death Comes to 


Wallace Backus 


ALLACE T. BACKUS died on 

March 27 at the age of 75. He 
had lived in Lincoln for 50 years and 
was employed by our company as shop- 
man and warehouseman from April 
1918 to April 1941 when he retired on 
pension. | 


Mr. Backus was an unassuming and 
frugal man who regularly apportioned 
part of his modest salary to savings and 
investments. Yet he was generous, al- 
most to a fault and during the 23 years 
of his employment with our company 
he extended his hand and purse many 
times to fellow employees who found 
themselves in financial straits; often 
without the formality of signatures or 
collateral. A number of young men who 
worked at the warehouse during those 
years received help in securing their 
college education from Mr. Backus. 

One of the founders and a charter 
member of College View Lodge 320, 
Mr. Backus served that Masonic organ 
ization for many years as tiler. He was 
also a charter member of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter, Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneer Association. 


How Much Is $1 Billion? 
E READ about billions of dollars 


and talk about billions just as 
though we realized how much a billion 
really is. However, very few people 
except a few bankers and employees at 
the mint or the gold vaults at Fort Knox 
ever saw even $1,000,000 in cash. And 
$1,000,000,000 is a thousand millions. 


Sums of money like that are beyond 
what we can imagine. -Even when we 
consider buying a home — one of the 
biggest deals most of us ever swing — 
the cash involved is only a few thou- 
sands. For $1,000,000,000, however, 
you could build a row of $10,000 houses 
stretching from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific, with each house on a 150-foot 
lot! As for the amount the Federal 
Government proposes to spend this fis- 
cal year, that’s enough to pay the food 
and housing bills for everyone in the 
United States for a whole year! 


The Washington Monument is a little 
more than 555 feet high. If you 
took $1,000,000,000 in $1,000 bills and 
stacked them one on top of another, 
they would make a pile 110 feet higher 
than the monument. 


But ciphers and decimals mean little 
these days until we apply them to our- 
selves. We must all help foot the bill. 
In the photograph at upper right two 
of our Lincoln commercial girls are 
demonstrating the part YOU have in 
paying it. We think it will surprise you. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Elizabeth Schlitt, mother of Minnie 
Schlitt of the Hastings traffic department, 
passed away March 21 in Hastings. Funeral 
services were held March 24 in Hastings. 

Mrs. Zibiah Hendrix, mother of Frank 
Hendrix of the Lincoln supply department, 
passed away February 25. 
were held March 2 in Lincoln. 

Mrs. Pearl A. Royce, wife of Milton E. 
Royce of the Lincoln supply department, 
passed away April 2. Funeral services were 
held April 6 in Lincoln with burial in Bennet. 

William Miller, father of L. M. Miller of 
the Lincoln service department, died on 


Funeral services 


March 14. Funeral services were held in 
Beaver Crossing. 
Dr. J. W. Turner, father of Norman 


Turner of the Lincoln switchroom, passed 
away March 7 in Sterling, Nebraska. 

Mrs. A. J. White, mother of Harry G. 
White, Lincoln switchman, passed away in 
Scandia, Kansas. 


As she receives the crisp, folding money from Sheila Schabacker at the teller’s cage, 
Lois Brauckmuller has an added reason to feel elated. This will be the last of her 1953 pay 
checks that must be applied in its entirety to pay her share in the cost of Government. 
After April 22, Lois will begin to work for herself. The same formula applies to each of us; 
for taxes will equal all wages, salaries, rents, interest and dividends received by the American 
people from January 1, through April 22, 1953. When we stop to think of the many unseen 
taxes that all of us must pay, even on items that are necessities, the figure becomes larger, 
and more of the fruits of our labors go to Washington. 


\:) Bae ‘ 

Prien \ V 
F () 7, 

Po PUSS 


° —_i ——._ ___} 


« (BG 


a 


_ A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Name 


Barnadine Martin.............2..222222-. 
Geraldine E. Morrison................ 


Leota: 1.. (Qetermcier.ccccivcncecicustes 


Pumanda: By [Ome vcicnavicistowccavevees 
Marlene M. Kuhl......0000.000020..... 


i oy a Na 2a 1: | eee eee 


Dh: Bs: INTIBON - | Po oceictesdnancaneseussesion 


EV gaat OM C024 <5 9 ee 
foe al BM 5 7, 2 ee De a 
Doris A. Brown .........2...22222.-202-+- 
Mary E. Burhoopecccccsccccnzssccsenee 
pudy Ly Clheavenger sce 
Petey Lig DCAM BY soccicccsscacdecccsecedk 
Carol Bi Dra tip ncesescascbncsccccnesses 
BU OL As DMC i icaccssacisarsccsauctecevess 
Marion |, Prange ocse.cccetaacceacdeecce 
Biiby Fy TA GOr ei cceccecascrousbe dooney 
Ge S76) Fo 1 DUC ce: | 9 eee ee 
Doreen FP. Harvey..2..csccsencecccocs- 
Werte Toy TUCO Ses cvcccscserescretecteces 
Barbara J. Lawrence. -scscsccesccc-0s2 
joan C,: Marsal... oct et 
Beulah G. Mason.....2....s0::::s0.-000- 
15 36 ga Gh) 3 | 1: See 
Derothy. str ys co ccseane 
Bency T Peter Gis creveressstcivastouss 
Darina OW . RO DCCES oes sec 
Baroard. |. OCHO occ sacovcxsvsccavancesss 


Virginia L. Walters....c.c...<c02.065000. 
Patricia A. Westcott.................... 
PGA FA DAYS isis vccsecdeccresved 


—t 8 eo 


Position 
Accounting 


Machine Operator .......... 
Machine Operator .......... 
Machine Operator .......... 


Commercial 


Part Time Oe Fo 2 | aoe 


Engineering 
SECMOSTAPDE eccijnindl 
Plant 
Routineman, COE .......... 


Traffic 


OOD EPAEOL dicdetencessurnandives 
RJDELOLOE: “cesdiiccrenceaaues 
Operator ieee cosutsieonedawsmaten 
Part Time Operator ........ 
Part Time Operator .......- 
CVGEPACOY  vezcescenccrrnueon 
COMETAION cocictin ceases 
COE LALOE. cweccntiancceeoavinactnes 
Part Time Operator ......-- 
Part Time Operator .....--- 
Part Time Operator .......- 
OOEAIOL iitarcanao ene 
COD ELALOE pe cscncrcsnceie ener 
O) foc: >) eee eeeeea 
Part Time Operator ....---- 
OD EratOF 2. cceeg eer 
Part Time Operator ...----- 
RVMOPACOR: 222d. senaysaeeeniaecen 
Part Time Operator .....--- 
SV PSPAtOR cca vshesucenioese ness 
Part Time Operator ......-- 
OVP SrBEOR sdsdasccestg ens cevaee 
SJRSTACOC scisnniwpaaxe 
RS PALOE — chee. cccsssdverneantaion 
Part Time Operator .......- 
Arssistant ook «2cnecc<: 


Exchange Date Employed 
LAAPICOlI. dcsseccanczccencaeidwads March 9 
BANCO Sob Ae ee March 16 
TADCOIG. cndivatevccachercbasous March 4 
ASA atid |. ccccscsicxteners -<ee- March 21 
EARCOIG: -Lkcdcseese nes March 23 
TCO eaxoteebistevee ne Anns March 30 
ie teu) | : eee eee March 2 
EAN COle xaivegeeintin eevee February 23 
Superior ........-...---- -+-+- February 24 
Pp COIT ecedececsectecacsd sence March 10 
Vit. kleiner nee March 2 
Ta COLA  ccicevee in ccapsow-otae March 17 
TANGO: ccncvecavacencoson senes March 16 
TCO kcknacwcusieueee sean March 9 
LCOS: cciteseeccnelie ae February 23 
Or, ee March 3 
LtGOlM: ce tkesvnsoeetecco vases March 16 
TFG - eydadeannentaressoeense March 16 
TL HCOED nave saenencdecasuere February 24 
David City <......2+<..3-.-: February 23 
TaniGOl i. -snescsncaxcusen-aseevs- March 2 
LADO .sosindccevaeiaencce March 16 
Bree: sarceiccesaeeicdaecace February 24 
Dasid. Oley ieee: February 20 
A SNAG) -2uaccasasmorcenals February 23 
TN GGI . cvsscanscaseseencrne March 16 
WM GEOG: \cavaressendecsudsowemens March 12 
VGE fost March 2 
LAVECOND cid Gdes secenpvccsenss March 9 
PIP Y -cccantancnradenteses February 23 
PATE OUR picencacsamansenaninases March 9 
eA OO: xe ceacesibeosceds: March 16 
TRGOUE  uxuccleleieetemuces March 6 
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Success Crowns 
Blood Program 


A HEARTY response was given by 
LT&T folk to the invitation to 
join in the National Blood Program 
sponsored by the American Red Cross. 
No fewer than 46 
employees have 
already expressed 
their willingness to 
roll up their sleeves 
and participate in 
this important and 
patriotic service. 
They will receive 
their call within the 
next few months 
during one of the 
visits of the Bloodmobile to Lincoln. If 
you are not among these volunteers you 
may still sign and return your slip to 
the personnel department. 


Diogenes— 
Blow Out Your Lantern! 
_B. WATERS, district commercial 


manager at Lincoln, was quite in- 
trigued with a letter that came to his 
attention a few days ago. It was from 
an out-of-town woman who had oc- 
casion to use a public telephone at a 
depot on her last visit to town. She 
had dropped in a nickel, made her call, 
then got a refund of four quarters. 
The idea of one of the paystations con- 
taining a built-in jackpot was not a 
pleasant one to contemplate, but Mr. 
Waters was happy that the machine 
had spilled its gratuity into the hands 
of a completely honest woman. This 


was her letter: 


To the manager: 

“Sometime ago, while passing 
through Lincoln I put a nickel ina 
pay phone at the depot and got 
four quarters. The people around 
me told me to keep it and the oper- 
ator seemed not to know what hap- 
pened or what to do. I kept think- 
ing I would bring it to you person- 
ally, but never was able to so‘here 
it iss You know what the Good 
Book says about stealing — and 
even if it was dropped in my hand, 
the same principle would hold.” 


OUR COVER 

Ce by one of Nebraska’s 

inevitable five-o’clock showers, our 
cover girl must be thankful that she is 
so fetchingly prepared to meet it. Tele- 
phone people hereabouts are sometimes 
inconvenienced but seldom disturbed by 
April’s gentle rains. Many of them 
remember the bleak years of the mid- 
thirties when the rains stopped falling 
and the pall of dust fell over the land. 
They know that crops and livestock and 
telephones and pay checks all have 
their beginnings in the showers of 
spring. 


SCAM ARLEN LEL 


1 IN 7 
JEL oe 


AMP 


TRLECRALG 


OL USTARY 


The girl on the cover is Gloria Zier 
of the accounting department. She has 
a nine-year service record and is one of 
the nice people whose job it is to get 
the pay checks out on time. The photo- 
graph is a “News” product and we 
think Gloria deserves an “Oscar” for 
her fine performance in the scene, 
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Champion Spectator 
dl hiees champion fan of the state basket- 


ball tournament was discovered this 
spring, according to a sports story ap- 
pearing in the Lincoln Sunday Journal 
and Star. He is George C. Mann, of 
the accounting department, who has at- 
tended every state basketball meet since 
1916. Mr. Mann uses part of his vaca- 
tion period during tournament week, 
and never fails to be near the head of 
the line when the doors swing open on 
the day’s first event. George sees the 
last game, too, and all that are played 
between. In olden days he was unable 
to scrutinize all the games because sev- 
eral widely separated courts were need- 
ed to accommodate the dozen or more 
brackets into which the tourney was 
then divided. Nowadays, with only four 
classes, all games are played at the Uni- 
versity Coliseum and by sitting in a 
certain narrow section of the balcony 
George can watch two games at once. 
He seldom misses a single action by 
player or team during the tournament. 


Mr. Mann’s attendance at football 
games is almost as startling in consis- 
tency. He began attending N. U. home 
games in 1927 as scoutmaster in charge 
of a working troop and for 14 years did 
not miss a single assignment. Since 
1941 he has bought and used a season 
ticket every year. The record of spec- 
tator George shows 37 solid years of 
basketball tourney games and 25 years 
of Nebraska home games of football. 


Company Files Application 
For Rate Increase 


N March 19 an application for a 

general increase in exchange and 
long distance rates was filed by our 
company with the State Railway Com- 
mission. The current filing amends a 
former application which was presented 
before the Commission last September. 


President Thomas C. Woods stated 
that LT&°T had withheld its filing as 
long as possible but that costs of doing 
business had risen to a point which 
leaves no alternative. LT&T’s last rate 
increase was more than three years ago. 

In general the new monthly rate 
schedule for residence telephones will 
increase 35 to 75 cents; business tele- 
phones between $1.20 and $2.80; and 
rural telephones from 40 to 75 cents. 


They rolled in the aisles 
when Virginia Bartels led 
the old gray mare into the 
room at Seward’s late la- 
mented “secretarial service 
party” which is described in 
the Seward items on page 
12. The quadruped had a 
dual personality composed 
of Martha Merz and Jean- 
ette Hartmann. In the fore- 
ground, Gladys Walker and 
Virginia Coffey are catching 
their breath for another 
round of laughter. 


Dogs Arent So Smart 


The Southwestern Bell company found it 
necessary to change some telephone numbers 
at Fulton, Mo., recently. After the change, 
a customer came into the business office and 
made an earnest plea for the return of his old 
number. Reassurance from the _ telephone 
people that calls for him would be channeled 
tc his new number, failed to cheer him. 
“Thanks, but that’s not my problem,” he said. 


His problem centered around his tele- 


phone-wise dog. Trained to know that three 
rings should be answered, the dog would 
bound into the yard to alert his master, or 
even wake him from a snooze to answer the 
telephone. With a different ring, the dog 
was muddled and the master was losing sleep. 


Sympathizers in commercial and plant 
departments worked out a means of restoring 
the old ring while keeping the new number. 
Order was restored. “The new number 
won't bother us at all,” the customer said, 
“at least, not until the dog learns to read.” 


DAILY DIVIDENDS ARE PAID ON 
FISHERS LIFETIME HOBBY 


e “a” Porn tee a hee 


It has been said that one of the finest talents of mankind is music. Edward 
C. Fisher, dean of retired employees in point of service, is living proof of the 
benefits this art has to offer. “Ned” has been playing musical instruments as 
a hobby and avocation all his adult life and for a period of years, while his 


children were growing, accepted booking 

Since his retirement Ned has found time and opportunity when his health 
permitted to carry on his work in this field and during the past several years has 
formed several young groups into’ orchestras and bands. The picture above 
shows him with one of his successful organizations, the White Hall Girls Orchestra. 


s for the Fisher Family Orchestra. 
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Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Tittle Changes 


Elva E. Mares G. C. Ariz 
Service Rep. Cable Foreman 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Commercial 


Elva E. Mares, clerk to service representative, 
Lincoln. 


Plant 


Allan L. Ager, switchman to installer-repair- 
man, COE, Lincoln. 

G. C. Artz, sub-foreman to cable foreman, 
Lincoln Construction. 

Philip M. Bailey, groundman to  splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln. 

John D. Brockmeyer, groundman to combina- 
tionman, Beatrice. 

R. H. Greb, groundman to Splicer’s helper, 
Lincoln. 

F. L. McCormick, splicer, Construction, to 
combinationman, Plant, Hastings. 

E. W. Moats, janitor to routineman, COE, 
Lincoln. 

Darrell F. Neeman, groundman, Syracuse, to 
routineman, COE, Lincoin. 

Robert J. Turner, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
March: 


Primary Members: F. M. Crewdson, Has- 
tings Plant, $10.00; R. M. Green, Lincoln 
Service, $40.00; W. F. Hendrix, Lincoln 
Supply, $15.00; C. W. Albers, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $8.00; F. A. Blockwitz, Lincoln Supply, 
$15.00; A. E. Dulin, Lincoln Service, $10.00; 
E. J. Flowerday, Hastings Non-functional, 
$190.00; Betty L. Furry, Fairbury Traffic, 
$48.00; R. E. Grant, Lincoln Supply, $142.00; 
J. N. Moore, Lincoln Supply, $232.00; Mrs. 
Virginia Robinson, Fairbury Traffic, $7.00; 
Jacob Schneider, Lincoln Service, $10.00, 

Dependents: Gail Baum, Lincoln, $25.50; 
Jack Hendrix, Lincoln, $11.25; Mrs. E. O. Wait, 
Lincoln, $44.25; Mrs. K. J. Ferguson, David 
City, $4.50; Mrs. Deroy Helfer, Nebraska 
City, $14.00; Ralph Hohnstein, Lincoln, $48.73; 
Mary Walker, Lincoln, $26.25; Carole Wenzel, 
Lincoln, $22.51. 


Forty-Six Years 
L. P. Young, Lincoln. 
Forty-Four Years 
C. C. Donley, Lincoln. 
Forty-Three Years 
Tl. hf Ziramerman, Lincoln. 
Forty-Two Years 
F. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Nine Years . 
Merlie V. Markuson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 
Lillian K. Bader, Nebraska City; E. J. 
Eichenour, W. P. Shuck, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
C. J. Crew, Geneva. 
Thirty-Four Years 
Cc. H. Pierce, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Grace A. Hauschild, A. C. King, Lincoln; 
Eva Stutz, Hebron. 
Thirty-Two Years 
J. J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice. 
Thirty-One Years 
Hazel M. Hagenbuck, Wahoo. 
Thirty Years 
A. K. Robison, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Ruth E. Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. VanNord- 
heim, Hastings. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
S. G. Nelson, York. 
Twenty-Six Years 
E. T. Little, Auburn; E. M. Massie, 
Friend; T. M. Ray, Beatrice; R. R. Winders, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
H. T. Drake, Tecumseh; I. D. Livingston, 
Nebraska City; Beata Merz, Seward. 
Twenty-Four Years 


M. W. Franklin, V. B. Hutchinson, Dar- 


lene Multer, Lincoln: Minnie A. Schlitt, 
Hastings. 


Twenty-Two Years 
Harold Brady, Lincoln; Mary T. Jackson, 
Fairbury; Mabel E. Wieting, Beatrice. 
Twenty-One Years 
H. W. Spahnle, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
A. J. Cox, Lincoln; G. L. Oglesby, Auburn; 
T. W. Ryan, Tecumseh. 
Eighteen Years 
Josephine M. Placek, Nebraska City. 
Sixteen Years 
Mildred E. Hughes, J. A. Schellenberg, 
Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 
R. E. Grant, B. M. Wedgwood, Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 
Viola C. Dunn, Fairbury; R. C. Humiston, 
Plattsmouth; D. G. Rutledge, Weeping 
Water. 
Ten Years 
Elizabeth Kroeger, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Virginia Baker, Emma Ebbeka, Geneva: 
P. V. Eckles, Edgar; Eleanor L. Jensen, Mary 
Tice, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Avis Collar, Pawnee City; Evelyn Koch, 
Stella S. Sowers, C. S$. Whittington, Lincoln. 
Seven Years 
C. A. Delett, J. E. Findley, D. R. Swanson, 
Lincoln; Arlene M. Hunsche, Crete; Norma 
J. Rutan, Beatrice. 
Six Years 
Virginia J. Robinson, Fairbury. 
Five Years 
O. L. Clark, Theresa Peters, L. W. Ward, 
Lincoln; M. M. Heath, Hastings; Virginia 
M. Lempka, Tecumseh; Phyllis A. Lukassen, 
David City; B. B. Strayer, Crete; J. L. Sum- 
mers, York; Mildred H. Weiser, York. 


A. K. Robison 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


H, T. Drake I. D. Livingston 
Tecumseh Nebraska City 
25 Years 25 Years 


Beata Merz Elizabeth Kroeger 
Seward Lincoln 
25 Years 10 Years 


Irene Hashage of the Superior traffic de- 
partment became the bride of Kenny Barf- 
necht on March 8. The ceremony was per- 
formed in the German Lutheran Church in 
Superior. 

The marriage of Lois Jean Johnson of the 
Hastings traffic department to Egon Reisel 
took place at the Lutheran Parsonage at Blue 
Hill on March 4. 

Wedding bells rang on April 5 for Shirley 
Goodrich of the Superior traffic department 
and Sanford Swanson. The Methodist Church 
at Nelson was the scene of the wedding. 


FROM HERE AND THERE 


When a Chicago woman complained 
that her husband had ordered their 
telephone removed because their daugh- 
ter was always using it, the judge had 
it re-installed. “The telephone,” he 
said, “is an American institution. Par- 
ents should not object to children using 
the phone. It keeps them at home and 
out of trouble.” 


While a Pacific Palisades, California, 
woman was talking by telephone to her 
husband in New York, she noticed a 
Peeping Tom at her window. She told 
her husband, who hung up and called 
Los Angeles police who dispatched offi 
cers in a radio car to her home. 
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Mr. and Mrs. William P. Berry are the 
parents of a baby boy, Mark Eugene, born 
on March 7, Mr. Berry is a combinationman 
at Osceola. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Merrill announce the 
birth of a baby girl, Janice Irene, on March 
9. Mr. Merrill is an employee in the Lincoln 
service department. 

Marilyn Jean, brand new daughter of the 
E. W. Drewels, made her appearance on 
April 3. Mr. Drewel is an employee of the 
Lincoln service department. 
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Eastern District 
Betty Mules, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Gladys Kozisek spent a week’s vacation 
in Denver. ... Everyone enjoyed the train- 
ing film shown recently by L. W. Cleveland 
and Myra Metcalf of the general traffic 
department. Melba Richards was also a 
recent visitor. ... Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Ferguson and Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Arma- 
gost took several operators to Lincoln for 
the State Basketball Tournament. 


eel 


A nice promotion has 
come to Arthur Sharp, 
on military leave from 
the supply department. 
He is now dAirman- 
First Class. (Sergeant, 
to you army fellas.) 
Art is assigned to the 
scheduling section at 
Randolph Field, Texas, 
and has been in uni- 
form since February, 
1951, 


Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton, Correspondent 
With these nice week ends coming on, 
everyone gets the urge to travel. Eunice 
Riggs spent the week end visiting relatives 
in Boulder, Colorado. Mary Lou Gude took 
a little trip to Austin, Texas to visit her 
sister, Mrs. Lois Hoback. Incidentally, Lois 
will be back working with us after the first 
of April. Caroline Brehm visited her folks in 
Franklin, Nebraska. We hope she did not 
run into a snow storm this time. .. . Beverly 
Cooper spent the week end in Topeka, 
Kansas, and Bonnie Biggs went to Platts- 
mouth for a couple of days. .. . Lillian 
Beder, Kathryn Owens and Ethyl Armstrong 
took one of those trips to Lincoln to at- 
tend the Pioneer Dinner, March 14. In 
spite of the fact that they ran into a snow 
storm, Mrs. Armstrong lost her hat, and a 
few other mishaps. they had a good time. 
We hear that the bowling team has 
been doing all right. They are third in 
league standings and are doing their best 
to cop first place. Cleora Lawrence 
has acquired a ’51 Studebaker. We wonder 
if it is as easy to wheel around as the 
“Henry J’... . We send our sincere wishes 
for a return to health of Gwen Hart’s mother 
who is recovering from an operation, and 
Pamela Aspedon, niece of Bonnie Biggs 
who has been ill with virus pneumonia... . 
Mr. and Mrs. George Placek and Ethyl 
Armstrong went to Topeka, Kansas to the 
‘nitiation of the new Eastern Star mem- 
bers of that city. 
Platismouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Shirley Snyder, service assistant, has 
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Personalitus Jn The Nows 
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transferred to the Lincoln office. We are 
very sorry to have her leave, but we know 
she will be happy in her new work. A fare- 
well party was given for her at the home 
ot Hilda Johanns, chief operator, by the 
operators and the commercial gals. We had 
much fun during the evening with a cov- 
ered dish supper to climax the party. Shirley 
was also presented with a lovely gift. ... 
The new service assistant is Miss Mary 
Phylliss Troop. . . . The construction crew 
has been with us the last few weeks getting 
lots of work done in this area. . . . Visitors 
this month include Messrs. Walker, Barney, 
Eden, Holcomb and Neff. 


Seward Area 

A no-host party was held on March 3 by 
the Seward gals at the telephone building 
honoring the last of ‘Secretarial Service.” 
Each gal came with “tearful eyes” and 
“pony tails.” A penalty was faced if they 
didn’t carry out this role. Table decorations 
consisted of pig troughs of corn candy 
and miniature trucks of dead stock. After 
entering their stables, and standing by the 
troughs, the girls graciously gulped down 
a menu of silage, horsemeat, slop and swill, 
pills, hot dogs, pellets and alfalfa.— (Note: 
—In our language it consisted of baked 
beans, cold cuts, grilled cheese sandwiches, 
relishes, hot dogs, coffee and lemon pie.) 
After prowling around for a while the gals 
settled down in their stalls for an evening of 
entertainment. To the strains of the “Old 
Gray Mare,” the gals saw the last of the 
old gray mare portrayed by Jeannette Hart- 
mann and Martha Merz. “Pin on the Don- 
key’s Tail” was next followed by “Horse.” 
After the entertainment the gals gallantly 
galloped out, stopping at the nearest doctor 
to get a pill and then home to their stable 
to be back the next morning. A “horsey” 
time was had by all... . The gals and guys 
of the Seward office gave the new bride, 
Mrs. Cliff Armstrong, (“Babe” Kapke) a 
lamp for her wedding with all the joy and 
happiness forever from all of us. ... Helen 
Norwood is the proud owner of a new 
parakeet named “Corky”. Berniece 
Mueller has quite a record for being an 
aunt—two nephews and one niece in three 
months. 

Wahoo Area 

Mae Beaty and Leona Larsen, Correspondents 

The bright and shining face you’ve noticed 
around is that of Harriette Smith who re- 
ceived a beautiful diamond for her birthday. 
No date has been set for the big event, but 
we kinda think it will be a summer wed- 
ding. Harriette is also recovering from an 
appendectomy and we are sure she will be 
back to work in a few weeks. Best wishes 
and a speedy recovery. ... Inez Olsen, Mae 
Beaty, Ethel Daharsh, Hazel Hagenbuck 
and Mae Meduna attended the Pioneer 
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Turkey Dinner at the University Club in 
Lincoln, March 14. . .. Leona Larsen is on 
the visiting list again. She and her husband 
were visitors at her brother’s home in 
Leke Lillian, Minnesota. . . . Hazel Hagen- 
buck was also a week end visitor; she spent 
her time in Kansas City. Christiane Till- 
man’s husband, Ernest, called her from 
Osaka, Japan, March 17... . The Traffic 
Dept. gave Clara Van Matre a _ surprise 
birthday party, March 19. Cake and coffee 
were served and Mrs. Van Matre was pre- 
sented with a gift. Wilma Owen 
started our vacation season the week of 
February 2. She spent her time at home 
taking care of her new sister Verna Louise. 


General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting Department 
Katherine Cole. Associate Editor 


Spring may have been showing effects 
last month but it’s in full bloom now— 
Bob Bowers is completely overcome—con- 
sequently Gloria Zier is wearing a beauti- 
ful diamond. . Everyone seems to be 
planting or planning their gardens. If anyone 
wants to know where to gather some vege- 
tables in a month or so, we have a good list 
of references. Dick Spohn is in the wor- 
ried stage with his gardening—and who 
wouldn’t be worried if a friend expected 
them to share the work of a five acre tract. 
. .. Bob Ross did a fine job as chairman 
cf the Hobby Show at the telephone con- 
vention. Ten LT&T people displayed their 
hobbies, plus the articles brought by the 
Casper E. Yost Chapter of Omaha. More 
than 300 people viewed the interesting 
show. . . . We are wondering if Marie 
Vidlock has added public speaking to her 
interesting list of hobbies. Marie spoke 
on Hobbies at the Business and Professional 
Woman’s Club the other evening. .. . 
Berthamae Ward spent a week end in Grand 
Island as a member of the planning com- 
mittee for the Methodist Sing-Co-Mar 
(single, college, and married people) sum- 
mer camp at Cozad. Shirley Bauer 
helped her grandparents celebrate their 
55th wedding anniversary in Clyde, Kansas. 

Frances Virgil spent a weekend in 
Omaha and attended a farewell party for 
her nephew who is on his way to Korea. ... 
Mary Skiles, a former employee, visited the 
department. She seems to be enjoying life 
in Hastings. ... Estella Foght entertained 
several of the girls in the department at a 
bon voyage tea in honor of Magda Stumpf. 

The girls in the toll billing section 
had a luncheon for Janice Johnson at 
Ned’s Restaurant and presented her with 


a gift... . Ronnie Ahl worked in printing 
service during his spring vacation. .. . Be- 
ware for Dick Sinclair—any day now he 
will be buzzing about in a new Chevrolet. 
. The girls were afraid Eunice Sintek 
bad turned gray over night—but found out 
Eunice had been wielding a paint brush 
quite freely the night before. . . . Joyce 
Grabowski was absent the other day in order 
to bid farewell to a very dear friend in 
Omaha. He is entering the Army as a 2nd 
Lt. and is stationed at Aberdeen, Maryland. 
Beverly Irons is occupied with 
thoughts of their new home. So far the 
basement is dug and the gas meter is con- 
nected. Dewey Nelson is very busy 
adding two rooms to his home—plus tend- 
ing 40 baby chicks. . .. We are glad to 
see Bobbie Reason back on the job after 
being home three days with a dislocated 
vertebra. What can be done to get 
cur bowling team back in the lead?—-They 
ere in second place now, and don’t want 
tc lose the trophy after having it for two 
years. . .. On the morning of Friday the 
13th Lydia Holloway and husband slept 
through the clamor of their alarm clock 
and the din of plumbers working in the 
apartment house. They staggered out of 
bed when the phone rang and were quite 
shocked when Mr. Bush informed them it 
was nearly nine o’clock. Lydia was in the 
office 30 minutes later. ... Clara Jones is 
another sleepy head. She stopped for a 
red light on O Street and then dozed off. 
We don’t know how many light changes she 
slept through but an acquaintance finally 
came by and honked until she woke up... . 
If anyone needs tips on how to move, they 
should contact Marlene Jorgensen, Carol 
Nelson and Joan Thomson. The girls were 
barely settled when they decided to move 
again. They now know why roll-away beds 
are so named—they just rolled their bed 
down the block, across the street and into 
their new home. . . . Don Nelson looked 
beat one day when he returned from lunch 
at home. His young son had opened the 
automatic washer (only about five gallons 
of water got out), flooded the bathroom 
sink, and spilled a glass of milk—all in 
the course of Don’s lunch hour. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 


Sally Grant who is leaving us soon to 
be married was the honoree at a personal 
shower given by Nancy Remington, Thelma 
Anderson and Ruth Younger. Much fun 
was had by all, especially by Sally while 
modeling her pretty gifts. Which color 
would Don like best, Sally? .. . Since 
Sally is leaving and Donna Drozd has 
moved into an apartment recently, the girls 
in the office to coin an old phrase, “killed 
two birds with one stone.” They said good- 
bye to Sally and broke in the new apart- 
ment with a big bang or should we say 
thud, Donna? Everyone had a wonderful 
time! ... You can relax now girls. one of 


the four eligible men in the office isn’t 
anymo!! John Machisic and Peggy Ellis 
were secretly married several months ago. 
John likes Lincoln and the State of Ne- 
braska so well he’s decided that now he’s 
married he’d like to settle down here! Con- 
gratulations John, we all think it’s pretty 
wonderful. . . . Jean Gerling and her hus- 
band went to Iowa for the weekend and 
while on the farm, Jean lost that odd feel- 
ing she gets every morning. Now she’s 
more convinced than ever that Iowa is 
better than Nebraska! ... Jean Baker lost 
her voice for a week—no, she didn’t talk 
too much, she had a tonsillectomy. The 
Baker house must have been pretty quiet 
for that week!!! All kidding aside, Jean, 
we're glad to see you’re feeling so well... . 
Sheila Schabacker and “Skid” Roh have 
been trying to chin themselves on the cash- 
iér’s counter again. Sheila’s chair drops 
and naturally, Sheila drops from _ sight; 
“Skid” not to be outdone has to try the 
same thing. The poor customers don’t know 
what to think when “now I see you, now 
I don’t!” happens. The only chair that 
kasn’t dropped is Nancy MRemington’s. 
Sounds suspicious, doesn’t it? “Skid” will 
probably get even with Nancy when “that” 
chair is inherited in a few months. 


Engineering Department 
B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


During the past month the personnel of 
this department assembled twice for the 
presentation of well merited service pins. 
C. C. Donley precented a thirty-five year 
pin to L. G. “Pep” Saunders and a thirty 
year pin to Harlen Cane. Hearty congratu- 
lations of the department were extended to 
both of these men. . . . Bob Wohlberg got 
even with the writer for the nasty digs 
he has received in these columns. He went 
on a fishing trip and promptly ran the 
writer into the Platte in water up to his 
waist. That wasn’t so bad but to have the 
guy turn around and laugh about it is a 
rank insult. The worst of it was that no 
fish were caught. We really didn’t expect 
to catch any, but after the build-up, Bob 
should have been pulling them out right 
and left. . . . Even though they say that 
“time waits for no man,” Gay Henderson 
is doing his best to disprove it. Somebody 
said they saw Gay at Lincoln High Joy 
Night all by himself. People are wondering 
what he lost up there. . . . Souvenirs and 
scenic pictures of Chicago are coming in 
again, so Roger Ghormley must have been 
to the Big Town again. . . . We missed out 
or the spring “Clean up, Paint up” cam- 
paign this year, but even so we got in on 
the “cheer up” end of it. Drop in and take 
a look around and you'll immediately see 
for yourself. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Now that the “March winds” are past 
and the “April showers” well on their way, 
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we can say that spring is officially here. ... 
John Drake started his house cleaning 
in his garage and turned up being the 
proud owner of a 1947, fire engine red, 
Chevy. He thinks it is pretty nice, but what 
he likes most of all is that it is equipped 
with brakes. It seems like they omitted 
that little item on his older car... . Harry 
Palmquist, who has been on the sick list 
for several weeks, is back on the job and 
said he feels much better. . . . Harry G. 
White received word February 25 that he 
has a new granddaughter. Congratulations 
“Grandpop”. . . . Hugo Staley got a first 
glimpse of his new granddaughter. She is 
four months old now. Hugo’s daughter, Bev- 
erly had been in French Morocco where 
her husband was stationed with the navy. 
He is discharged now and the couple plan 


to make their home in Lincoln. . . . Howard 
Smith’s son, Kenny, is home after spending 
2 years in Korea and Japan. ... It seems 


that Frank Kuchera is a very proud grand- 
father. Yes sir, that big grin is because his 
daughter presented him with a new grand- 


Leona Geseking, Tamora chief operator. 
Mrs. Geseking will reach her tenth service 
anniversary next October. 


daughter. He is so pleased that he even 
took a week’s vacation to go see her and 
get acquainted. . . . Donna Oram is very 
happy these days. She is sporting a new 
diamond ring after finally persuading 
Johnny to say “yes.” Congratulations to 
both of you, Donna and Johnny. 

Elmer Dougherty has acquired a new nick- 
name. If you happen to hear the name 
“Speed” mentioned and wish an explanation 
just ask him. He will tell you about a big 
man in a blue uniform being in two places 
at once. ... Betty Darby and her husband 
traveled to Shenandoah, Iowa over the 
weekend. It is always good to visit the old 
home town. ... Amanda Ahrensmeier, who 
is now Mrs. Lloyd Jones, was in for a visit 
with us. She seems to think the marriage 
institution is here to stay. We are 
happy to report that Rex Winders is back 
with us after his illness... .Don Gilmore 
just got a new green Ford and it’s sur- 
prising that he hasn’t passed out cigars 


ter the occasion. ... Art Albers traveled to 
Estes Park, in’ Colorado. He said the trip 
was on business, but we all know how much 
he enjoys those mountains. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Spring Fever is with us, and some ‘early 
bird’ vacationists. Charles Hansen vaca- 
tioned at home one week preceding Easter; 
end Ernie Royce drove to Iowa and Minne- 
sota to spend the first one-third of his an- 
nual vacation. ... Word has been received 
that Art Sharp, on military leave and sta- 
tioned at Randolph Field, Texas, has been 
promoted from A/2C to A/1C. Congratula- 
tions, Airman First Class Sharp! 


Traffic Department 
General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Francine Hillier, Associate Editor 


With the telephone convention completed, 
everything and everyone seems to be back 
into the normal routine. . .. We would like 
to extend our “welcome back” greetings 
to Reah Churchill, who has had a nice long 
rest, but now is glad to be back serving 
coffee again. Mary Tice is a pretty 
happy mother; her son, Jim, is home. ... 
Spring fever seems to have dropped right 
in our laps; and with that in mind, Mary 
Pohlenz, and shadow, blazed a trail to 
Trenton, Nebraska, for a weekend. It took 
Mary a week to recuperate. It seems she 
caught a bad case of the flu. ... If you 
happened to notice our “carrot top” Bobby 
Weiler, walking about as if she wasn’t quite 
with us, it was because her fella spent a 
few days in Lincoln before going to the 
west coast. He is employed with the United 
States’ Government, i. e., he’s in the Navy 
now! ... April Fools’ Day was an embarrass- 
ing one for Messrs. Andrews, Cleveland 
and Hobson. Someone dabbed their tele- 
phone receivers with lipstick. They look 
well in red ears. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Everyone is getting ready for Easter, 
and many new spring outfits are seen. 
Housecleaning is in order, and Dorothea 
Heckman spent her week-end at home 
paperhanging. Christine ‘Thompson 
made a visit to our office, accompanied by 
her mother, Marlene Thompson... . Georgia 
Smith, assistant chief operator, visited in 
Taylor over the week-end. ... Anne Camp- 
bell went to Tecumseh to be an attendant 
in Goldie Perkins’ wedding. We are 
glad to see Lucille Schmersal back after 


her absence. ... Vera Burk spent her week- 
end with her sister at Grand Forks, North 
Dakota. ... Marilyn Schroder visited with 


friends at Palmyra recently. . . . Veronica 
Krause was the honoree at a miscellaneous 
shower given by Jean Pearson and Sheroll 
Drake. . . . Della Wilcox journeyed to 


Mack Nickell, 
construction splic- 
er, at work on the 
central office riser 
pole at Brainard. 


Feirbury to attend the funeral of an uncle. 
Her mother, Mrs. Winta Clark of Blackwell, 
Oklahoma returned with her to Lincoln for 
a visit. ... Theresa Peters is enjoying her 
new parakeet, “Doc.” ... Patricia Wamsat 
and her husband traveled to Boston, Mass. 
over the week-end to visit friends and rela- 
tives. ... Della Wilcox will be careful when 
she is going to open a window, hereafter. 
She was lowering a window in the operating 
room when the whole window fell down with 
a crash! Now there is a sign on the window 
“do not open this window.” ... Mary Or- 
mand went to Granville, Iowa to attend the 
wedding of a cousin. 


Southern District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 


Visitors this month in the traffic depart- 
ment were Shirley Snyder, who is an oper- 
ator at Plattsmouth, and Thayer Cotner 
and son also of Plattsmouth. . .. Nadine 
Lampe drove to Topeka over the weekend 
on a shopping tour. Marilyn Coad, Joan 
Stephens, Joan MclIninch, Doris Peterson 
and husband attended a square dance at the 
Fairgrounds recently. ... Alice Haddox 
was visited last week by her girl friend, 
Carolyn Becker. who is an operator at Lin- 
coln. ... Joan McIninch has moved into 
an apartment with Helen Dettmer. 
Marilyn Coad is now watching a new 21” 
television at her home. . . . Lois Houtz had 
Janie and Helen Dettmer as_ overnight 
guests. In the afternoon they went to 


Mrs. Clara Van Matre, service assistant, 
Ashland, and daughter, Mrs. Marion Hen- 
dricks, taken deep in the heart of Texas. 
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Falls City where Lois bought some new 
clothes for Easter??? Haven’t you heard? 
Lois is sporting a pretty diamond on her 
third finger. . . . Several of the girls went 
together at a bake sale and bought an 
angel food cake which was enjoyed by all. 
. . . Oakel Butler recently attended a fish 
supper at Rulo.... Iris Welsh is planning 
on leaving to be married soon. ... Edith 
Damon, daughter of George Damon, plant 
department, was married on the evening 
of March 20 at Auburn.. . . Myron Birdsley 
entertained friends from various places at 
his home one Sunday. . . . Marcus Johnson, 
wife, and baby visited in Iowa over the 
weekend. .. . Jimmy Smith, a former em- 
ployee, visited the plant department recent- 
ly. . . . June Bippes and Doris Peterson at- 
tended the basketball tournament in Falls 
City. ... Betty Bassinger is sporting a 
new haircut... . . Amel McVay attended the 
funeral of his grandfather, who passed away 
March 8. Funeral services were held at 
Falls City. 


Beatrice Area 
Marilyn Fielder, Correspondent 

Rethal Falk and husband have just re- 
turned from a vacation trip to Florida. 
Their journey covered 4,200 miles through 
ten states. Among the places they visited 
were Cypress Gardens in Winter Haven, 
Florida; Bellingrath Gardens, Mobile, Ala- 
bema; and Miami Beach, Florida. They 
also went on a pilgrimage through the Ante 
Bellum Homes in Natchez, MississipPp!. oe a 
Lois Ayotte, Mary Buss, Dorothy Ellis and 
Bonnie Hiatt have just completed their toll 
training and the Freeman sisters are starting 
theirs, with Virginia Coon as instructor. A 
new addition, in the traffic department, is 
Barbara Blacksher who is a transfer from 
Superior. Lela Watson, chief operator, 1s 
scheduled to appear on the annual Career 
Day program at the Beatrice High School. 

Crete Area 
Ethel Park, Correspondent . 

The girls of the traffic and commercial 
departments entertained at a pre-nuptial 
dinner at Lone Oak, Lincoln, for Jo Ann 
Znamenacek, cashier, who was soon to be 
married to Robert Renner. At the dinner 
she was presented with two lovely gifts from 
the group. 


Fairbury Area 
Madeline Hurst, Correspondent 

Martha Vculek, Mathilda Alpers and 
Emilee Bleick spent the day in Lincoln 
shopping. Norma McDaniel’s brother, who 
has been overseas for 18 months, 18 ex- 
pected home soon. Betty Furry under- 
went a tonsillectomy recently. Marilyn 
Wagoner is leaving, in April, for Chateau- 
roux, France where her husband is sta- 
tioned. Evelyn Hughes spent the week- 
end in Great Bend, Kansas. Irene Combs, 
traveling instructor, is here with her re- 
corder and as a result the operators have 
been hearing themselves as the public 
hears them. We pity the poor public!! 
Miss Dunn, chief operator, spent Thursday 
shopping in Omaha and two days at 
home recently with the flu. Betty Furry’s 
boy friend, who is in the Navy, is 200 


miles closer now... . Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Hurst spent a weekend in Hutchinson, 
Kansas visiting friends and relatives. Their 
oldest son, Steve, remained with his grand- 
parents for a longer visit. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

Ted Husing had an important role in 
the annual community play presented at 
Sterling and he thoroughly enjoyed portray- 
ing “the lazy pa.” ‘The attendance was so 
good they had to present it two nights. (No 
rotten eggs were thrown either.) Cecile 
Morehead and Mary Meister attended the 
benquet given for the athletic teams of the 
high school, but they had a few uneasy 
moments when the waitresses kept drop- 
ping things right behind them. ... Jim 
Smith and Tiny Hanau have both under- 
taken the responsibilities of owning cars. 
Heneau believes there should be more ex- 
plicit directions given in the art of running 
en automobile. He thinks he learned the 
hard way, for the first day he drove to work 
on leaving in the evening after starting the 
motor and shifting into low the car wouldn’t 
budge. After several futile attempts he was 
forced to call a mechanic from the garage 
whence it came, but when the garageman 
tried it took right off up the street! !( Sounds 
like Hanau has been initiated by the guys in 
the Plent Department.) ... Raymie Johnson 
succumbed to another attack of flu, but his 
fellow employees cheered him up by remem- 
bering him with a bouquet of flowers. (The 
word “bouquet” used here denotes three, 
which is how many flowers he claims he 
got!) . . . Harold Drake’s son, Morris, was 
married in Tecumseh March 19. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Hastings Area 
Jessie Van Trump, Correspondent 
During the past month we have had sev- 
eral gad-a-bouts. Ruth Compton, accom- 
panied by her husband, spent a week-end in 
Omaha. Kay Sole visited in Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, and Barbara Wells visited in 
Salina, Kansas. ... Marie Pearson, Moreane 
Alldritt, Jessie Wan Trump and “Bee” 
Rohrer enjoyed the Pioneer party in Lin- 
coln on March 14. Miss Pearson was an 
overnight guest of the Max Walker family. 
Lu Bacon and her husband, who re- 
cently returned from Korea, spent a very 
enjoyable vacation in Colorado Springs, 
Coloredo. ... The Hastings switchroom has 
been a rather desolate place the past few 
months due to current installation of PBX 
systems which has kept everyone quite busy. 
Recent cutovers include a 200 line 10 trunk 
manual switchboard for the Clarke Hotel, 
and a 33A6 automatic PABX for Brach’s 
Department Store. More recent installations 
include a 33A6 automatic PABX for the J. 
M. McDonald Company and a type 50B 
automatic PABX system for the Mary Lan- 
ning Memorial Hospital. Those taking part 
in the installations were Clarence Schleufer, 
chief switchman, Bernard Macholan, How- 
ard Lahr, Floyd Arvanette, Harry Tubbs 
and Don McKean. 


No normal maintenance or installation 
problem can long withstand the concentrated 
attention of two C.O.E. experts. Here Dave 
Guthrie, general plant, and Max Jenkins, 
Nebraska City, are ironing out a switch- 
board circuit flaw. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Smith and son, Jimmy, 
were visitors in the Hebron office on March 
7th. Verna was formerly the cashier at 
Hebron, and Jim is working for the com- 
pany at Tecumseh. We all regretted 
seeing Richard Brunkow leave for the serv- 
ice. He is now stationed at Fort Sheridan, 
Illinois. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Heine Taedter 
and Richard recently spent a day in Lin- 
coln on a shopping tour. 


Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 

A safety first meeting was held for the 
Stromsburg Area, conducted by Lloyd Jen- 
kins of Lincoln. It was attended by all 
the men in the area, and from the way they 
talk, they learned a few new tactics in first- 
aid... . Charlotte Wright, Osceola janitress, 
had the misfortune to dislocate a vertebra. 
She will be absent from work for about two 
weeks. . . . Well, the first of March is past, 
and with it goes the flurry of moving. 


Irene Combs, traveling chief operator, visits 
Jeanette Hartmann at the rate and informa- 
tion desk, Seward. 
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Seems business is always a little more rush- 
ing when the farmers are moving from one 
place to another, and we hope they remain 
settled until next March... . Albert Andres, 
combinationman at Stromsburg, traded cars; 
an old Plymouth for a new one. ... We 
have good news and a few slaps on the 
back for the bowling team. They moved up 
a notch from bottom place. Keep up the 
good work, fellas. 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 


Clarinda Lake had lots of help celebrat- 
ing her completion of 30 years with the 
company. The personnel of Superior sur- 
prised her with the presentation of thirty 
ted roses, a new watch band and perfume. 
Following the presentation of her 30 year 
service pin, a lunch of coffee, cake and ice 
cream was served. . . . Spring is definitely 
here says Erma Keenan. The scouts and 
various school groups are requesting tours 
of the office. . . . Lulu Stenson’s vacation 
found her putting the finishing touches on 
redecorating their home at Hardy and a 
short trip to Colorado. . . . Dorothy Reeve 
has been looking very happy lately. Could 
it be because her fiance starts home the 
20th?? ... We'll miss Beverly Blacksher, 
transferred to the traffic department at 
Beatrice. Irene Oltman is giving up 
full time work at the office and will divide 
her time between being an operator and a 
farmer’s wife. . By the time this goes 
to print Shirley Goodrich will have changed 
her name to Mrs. Sanford Swanson and 
Beulah Parsons, after months of sewing on 
he1 wedding dress, will become Mrs. Glen 
Frerichs. Our best wishes to them and to 
Irene Hashage who was recently married to 
Kenny Barfnecht, following his return from 
overseas duty. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Manager Jack Mankamyer attended the 
convention in Lincoln on March 24 and 25. 
Bob Culver, Bob Hunzeker, Don Firme and 
Jack Mankamyer have been busy the past 
week enlarging and improving the parking 
area at the rear of our building. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 

Spring is the time of year a young man’s 
fancy turns to thoughts of love—or the near- 
est fishing pond. So far this spring, neither 
has happened. Maybe it is a little early at 
this writing. . . . Getting a head start on 
the vacation season, we find Marlene Kru- 
picka, York traffic operator, on vacation at 
her home in Geneva... . Yours Truly, bet- 
ter known as “Rocky” was lucky enough to 
get in on a little spring house cleaning at 
home in Polk. There is nothing like a day 
off from the office, especially if you spend 
it redecorating. ... The local telephone 
girls’ bowling team is still holding fourth 
place in the Tuesday Night league. They 
haven’t broken any records this year—but 
have a lot of fun. They’re not lucky, either. 
They lost a game the other night by a single 
pin. Floyd Crewdson, LT&T employee from 
Hastings, has been working at York and has 
been the scorekeeper. 
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Tat Mice » Bruce Sievers' station wagon mired itself 
i «Be to the hubs in a newly made driveway. The 
Virgie Havel, Crete, in pass- Sievers twin boys and Bob Ross got out to 
ing an order for a circuit to push, They nearly had to 14ft the wails 
North Platte, inadvertently baad ly bake 40: torte firmaliaacatcer which 
asked the Lincoln operator - it was found that Bob himself was mired 
for "North Pole." The request down, They threw him a rope from the sta- 
created quite a stir of ex- tion wagon and pulled him free, leaving 


ae at the rate and route atl af hin’ Ghose’ gaceeal fest: badererounds 
esk. 


Norma Lee Hahn and Helen Goracke, Tecumseh, 
Spent a week end at Topeka. They rented a 
motel apartment for the sojourn. A door that 
obviously led to the clothes closet resisted 
their efforts to open it, so the girls com- 
bined their brawn to tug and tussle with it. 
They didn't give up until a deeP male voice 
from beyond the door called out to them; 
"sorry, ladies, this room is taken." 
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ecoeeeand we like the new 
version of the ancient 
telephone phrase, "you 
are welcome." When Ardis 
Henderson, operator at 


Fern Wilger, York, hurried home from work , 
to runlas. She quickly changed into her Ashland, tried to use it 
comfy lounging ensemble and settled back with the proper rising 
for a. restful evening at home. Then she inflection a few days 
got a call from her girl friend to come 16°, it somehow al out 
right over and watch a TV program that was are you welcome? 

just coming on the screen. Fern put on 

her street coat and rolled her lounging 


Wes Haas, general shop, whose bench adjoins 
that of Don Travis, had learned to use snuff 
as sort of a liquid rebuttal to the acrid 
scent of Don's ever-glowing cigar, Wes was 
helping himself to a generous pinch of the 
stuff one day when he suddenly decided to 
reform; and with equal suddenness, threw the 


Ee alah dee Shere auseaye: Geom noieee Ae iT ~~ box and its sneezy contents out the window. 

Good GIRL, < RALPH , He hasn't used it since. Trouble is, Wes is 
unobserved. Naturally, she met some old <2. EDNA _ SWEARS ITS o> now trying to reform all his brother workers 
friends at the moment her pajama legs de- fi, TRE who are just as intent in finding another 
Cided to come slithering down from under \ oy |) \ mild vice for Mr. Haas, to help him get back 


her coat. to normalcy. 
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HE cutover of the Lincoln 5-Exchange to the new 
equipment building at 15th and M streets became an 
accomplished fact at 10 p.m., April 18. There may be a 
mystical connection with the primitive communication fa- 
cilities of 1775; for our new, modern 5-Exchange was born 
on the anniversary of the night when Paul Revere rode 
out with his cry of alarm. Certainly the comparison 
points up the great strides of communication in less than 
two centuries. 

The cutover signal came a full hour earlier than at 
first expected. Preparations had been completed and 
checked by 9:15 p.m. and all men to be involved in the 
procedure were standing by. With an exceptionally light 
traffic load being recorded it became apparent that an 
earlier cut was warranted. 

The Lincoln traffic department was notified and were 
able to conform to the ten o'clock schedule. After 9:45 
all toll calls to and from the 5-Exchange were recorded 
for later completion. Simultaneously the idle trunks to 
the 3, 4, and 6-Exchanges were made busy as released, 
until finally all calls to and from these offices were 


blocked. 


The last and most important precaution w 
the lines to the police, sheriff, fire department a 
tals, so that no emergency calls might be interru 
the service break. ; 

The final check brought an ‘all clear’? response from 
every station, and the signal was given to begin the Bee? 

Within 29 


of steps which constitutes the actual cutover. 
over the loud speaker that all 


as to monitor 
nd hospi- 
pted in 


The exchange was completely out of service for the first 
time in history. "Twenty-six seconds later came word that 
all spacers had been removed and the new switches were 
already at work. The toll and inter-office trunks were 
cleared almost as quickly and the new exchange was 
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capable of full service capacity in less than one minute. 

In several full scale rehearsals each of the 45 men ass 
signed to the conversion simulated the actions they were 
to make during the actual cutover, thus the switch was 
accomplished without a trace of confusion and a bare 
minimum of service faults. 

The 5-Exchange, once known as the L-Office, came 
into being in April 1911 and was first to introduce five 
digit numbers to Lincoln subscribers. Two years later 
saw the historic cutover of former Bell subscribers to the 
automatic exchange. Taking part in the event of forty 
years ago was C. B. Meshier, district plant manager, who 
directed the steps of the present cutover over the order 
wire and speaker system. 


Caught By The Camera 


1. Ten seconds before the cutover. Ernest Barney, Billy 
Wolfe and Hugo Staley are poised to give the signal at 
the new office. 2. Pulling the spacers in the first bay are 
Wm. Cotton, Wm. Baker and Francis Asper. 3. Hugo 
Staley manned the order wire station at new office. Eu- 
gene Schrank was his able assistant. 4. Directing cutover 
procedures via order wire, C. B. Meshier, district plant 
manager; G. B. Keith, COE installation supervisor; J. A. 
McKinzie, general plant superintendent; and G. P. Bar- 
ney, assistant to general plant superintendent. 5. Vern 
Hutchison, Elvin Wait, Ronny Cotton, Bob Tejcka and 
Chris Lyberis pulling spacers in 2-3 Bays. 6. Dick Bauer 
busying trunks to 3, 4 and 6 Offices. 7. Jake Schneider 
and Ivan Hellerick making trunk cuts. 8. Robert Thallas 
and 9. Howard Stroup, both making trunk cuts in new 
selector bays. 10. At 4-Office, George Albury and Clem 
Bottorff were making tests of trunks to new 5-Office. 
11. Elmer Dougherty and Carl Mischnick were the bus- 
iest men in town as they answered a battery of tele- 
phones for trunk tests. 12. Warren Shuck and Ray Bald- 
win tested trunks at 3-Office. 
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1. At his station on the order wire, 
Ralph Connors, wire chief, awaits the 
signal. Les Livingston is poised to make 
the 2-5 Office trunk cuts. 2. The cut- 
over was recorded on film by H. F. 
manager, and L. W. Neff assisted in 
the operation. 3. Perry Caldwell assists 
Dell Gilmore im checking 2-Office 
trunk lists. 4. Rehearsing their assign- 
ment of pulling heat coils are Bob 


Chamberlain, Ronald Wart, Gerald Mil- 
ler, Vaughn Baum, Paul Eisenbarth and 
Orlin Watley. Roy Cleveland, chief 
testman, watches proceedings. 5. Al 
Ager covered the satellite exchanges. 
6. Carl Weigand, Joe Gilmore, Carl J. 
Pracht, Al Kroon, Leonard Laueson and 
Dick Tejcka watch Roger Ghormley 
keep pace with the cutover on his 
blackboard diagram. 7. R. R. Guthrie 
and Milton Metcalf cut trunks at 6-Of- 


fice. 8. Jack Perrin was the lonely 


power board sentinel in the basement 
of the new office. 9. The refreshment 
committee; Claude Helm, Gay Hender- 
son, Ray Clinton, Bruce Sievers and 
Buck Isaman. Not in picture; Carl Ahl. 
10. At their stations for 2-Office trunk 
cuts, Oliver Hoffman, Kenneth Myre, 
John Drake, Bob Stall, Chris Lyberis, 
Myrle Ifland, Bobby Livingston and 
Willard Sherman. 


Palmquist and Webster Retire from Service 


C. H. Palmquist 


HE Employees Benefit Committee 

has announced the retirement of two 
employees whose careers closely parallel 
each other. Carl Harry Palmquist and 
William H. Webster were born but 
one day apart. Both have telephone ex- 
perience extending many years beyond 
their employment with LT&T. Both 
are members of the Lincoln switchroom 
forces. 

Mr. Palmquist, the elder of the two, 
by one day, went to work for the Ne- 
braska Bell at Omaha in July 1906 and 
was employed by them for three years. 
He resigned in August 1908 to accept a 
position with the Automatic Electric 
Company. One year later he joined 
the Omaha Independent Telephone 
Company. The organization was then 
engaged in a valiant though losing fight 
for Omaha's public favor with the local 
Bell Company. When the independent 
company suspended operations Harry 
came to Lincoln and in July 1912 was 
listed on our payroll as instrument clerk. 
Later in the year he became a shopman, 
specializing in the repair of automatic 
telephones. He was named shop fore- 
man in March 1915 and entered the 
switchroom in February of the follow- 
ing year. All of Mr. Palmquist’s subse- 
quent service has been in this depart- 


W. H. Webster 


—Photo by Howard Smith 
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ment, mostly at 3-office, where he has 
held various responsibilities as switch- 
man, 1/c switchman, merit switchman 
and installer-repairman. 


William H. Webster has devoted 
nearly half a century to service in the 
telephone industry. In March 1904 he 
received his initiation at the Hardy Ne- 
braska telephone exchange. He was 
there four years after which he moved 
to Mankato, Kansas, to work for the 
local telephone company. In August 
1908 he went to Burr Oak, Kansas, 
working for one year with the Mutual 
company there before returning to the 
Mankato company. He retraced his 
steps to the Hardy Telephone Company 
in April 1910 and remained with them 
until November 1918 when he trans- 
ferred his attention to the Guide Rock 
Telephone Company. In May 1920 this 
company was purchased by LT&T and 
Mr. Webster was retained at Guide 
Rock as local manager. In August 1926 
he came to Lincoln as clerk in the con- 
struction department and ten years later 
entered the service department as a 
switchboardman. He became a switch- 
man in February 1942. He was usually 
assigned to the staff at 4-office, 48 and 
South streets. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Cardwell announce the 
birth of a baby boy. Bob is on military leave 
of absence from the construction department. 


Haith Director of 
Humboldt Rotary 


Ivan Haith, manager at Humboldt, 
was elected a director of the local Ro- 
tary club in a mail ballot conducted in 
early April. The results of the election 
were announced by the club secretary, 
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Don Nelson to New Post 
HE appointment of Donald E. Nel- 


son as assistant traveling auditor, a 
newly created position, was announced 
April 27 by I. J. Devoe, general auditor. 
As implied by the 
title, the duties of 
the new situation 
will be to assist M. 
W. Franklin, travel- 
ing auditor, in the 
affairs of that of- 
fice.. In making the 
announcement Mr. 
Devoe stated that 
Mr. Nelson’s back- 
ground of training 
has especially fitted him for his new 
job. 

Don was employed as warehouse- 
man in July, 1947, following his re- 
turn to civilian life from the Navy. 
He completed his university education 
while working as shopman, checker of 
freight tariff, and advanced clerk in the 
supply department. He came to the 
accounting department as advanced 
clerk in October 1951, and later re- 
ceived the title of accounting assistant. 


q ce DAS 
Donald E. Nelson 


Bottorff Heads Forty-Niners 


HE annual mecting of the Forty- 

Niners, telephone employees folk 
dance group of Lincoln, was held at 
Bonebright Hall, Cortland, on April 24. 
The event drew the 
curtain on another 
successful season for 
this self-supporting 
club which meets 
on the second and 
fourth Fridays of 
each month during 
the winter season. 

Named to head 
the organization as 
president for the 
coming year is Clement H. Bottorff, of 
4-Office. John W. (Bill) Hartz, of the 
motor vehicle department was elected 
vice president, while George C. Mann, 
of the accounting department becomes 
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Cc. H. Bottorff 


the new secretary-treasurer. 
officers are Floyd Barnett, president; 
William H. Burt, vice president; and 
Dorothy Pattison, secretary-treasurer, 
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By Boyd Wedgwood 


The Outdoor page is something new in_ the 
News family. We thought the subject of Ernest 
Wedgwood and his famous dogs would be a 
natural for this issue. We asked his son, Boyd, 
for a set of notes for a rewrite; but his “notes” 
were so complete and down to earth that the 
story was already written. So we introduce Ernest 
Wedgwood’s hobby, as told by his son. Boyd. 
There is little need to introduce Ernest Wedg- 
wood, himself, for his employment with the 
company dates back almost 40 years. Now a 
combinationman at Lincoln, his varied career 
has taken him to the far reaches of the terri- 
tory and to wide acquaintanceship among LT & T 
employees. 
plant department. He is a PBX installer-repair- 
man. Ernest Wedgwood is shown, in the picture 
at left, with the one and only Laddie. 


Boyd is a member of the Lincoln 


—‘Buck” Isaman, Associate Editor. 


Y FATHER began working with 
4VI hunting dogs in 1936. He started 
in this new hobby as a result of the 
accidental death of our pet dog. Feel- 
ing the loss of the household pet, he 
bought a springer pup. 

Soon the two of them became fast 
friends. They were constantly together. 
It was the beginning of a 14-year friend- 
ship between Ernest Wedgwood and 
Lincoln’s Laddie. 

I don’t know what prompted my 
father to think of this pup as a potential 
hunting dog. Dad had no previous ex- 
perience in dog handling or training. 
His first knowledge came from books 
on the subject which he studied care- 
fully, for he knew even then that a 
dog could be permanently spoiled by 
improper handling. 

Having already gained the confidence 
of his dog, my father was ready for the 
next and most important lesson of all— 
obedience. Laddie’s greatest desire was 
to please his master; yet, many, many 
hours were spent in the simplest drills 
for sitting, lying down and good dog 
manners in general. The pup must also 
learn to respond to whistle and hand 
signals since directing a dog by shouting 
leads to a husky throat and loss of many 
good shots in the field. 

The lessons in retrieving are probably 
enjoyed most by hunting dogs. First 
is used a glove or some other object 
with which the pup is familiar, then a 
ball. then a dummy bird with wings 
attached, and finally the retrieving of 


Jive game. 


Not many hunting dogs are qualified 
for the competitive work that is en- 
countered in a field trial. Cedric Pot- 
ter, a new friend of my father, intro- 
duced him into this field through a 
small group of men who got together 
on Sunday mornings and put their dogs 
through the tests required in field trials. 
This grew into the present day Nebras- 
ka Dog and Hunt Club. Dad is proud 
of being a charter member and having 
a part in the forming of this fine club. 


In 1936, Father and Mr. Potter went 
to Omaha for a field trial, Potter as an 
entrant and Dad as a spectator. Field 
trials are divided into dog age groups; 
the puppy, the novice and open all-age 
classes. When the entrants for the 


novice class were announced and Dad 
heard his name read, he was the most 
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Ernest Wedgwood with one of his Black 
Labradors. In this actual hunting scene the 
dog has located a bird and is on point, a rare 
accomplishment for a retriever. 
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surprised man there and surely the most 
frightened. Potter had entered Dad's 
name and paid the entry fee without his 
knowledge. After the trial Dad said 
it was a good thing his pup knew the 
whistle as he was too much afraid to 
make a sound come out of his mouth. 
His pup was well trained and despite 
the frightened handler, he won the 
novice class and a small trophy. This 
was the first of many field trials to come 
and the debut of one of the country’s 
finest field trial dogs, Lincoln’s Laddie. 

During the next eight years Laddie 
won many laurels in competition against 
the nation’s top dog handlers and their 
famous dogs, but Dad’s victories did not 
all center around the one dog, for many 
other trophies were won by a pup ot 
Laddie’s named Frivolous Foe, whose 
field name was Cricket. Cricket’s most 
notable achievement was to be named 
Best Nebraska Dog at a field trial in 
1941. 

After 1944 both Laddie and Cricket 
were retired from field trial work and 
devoted all their fine abilities to hunt- 
ing. Hunting over a fine dog is a thrill 
that a person can’t forget. Not only 
does it increase the pleasure of hunting, 
but it contributes greatly to the game 
conservation program. A hunter with- 
out a dog is lucky to pick up a crippled 
pheasant and so must shoot more to 
fill his bag. It is a rare thing to lose 
game while shooting over a good dog. 
~ Since the death of Laddie and Crick- 
et, Dad has tried his hand in training 


Black Labradors. He bred these dogs 


OUTDOOR PAGE, Continued 


and engaged in retriever trials but with 
moderate success. I think the only 
reason his success was not as great is 
that retriever training is a two man job. 


_A retriever is not required to hunt as 


a springer, but has only to retrieve game 
and to hunt from heel. Lonz retrieves 
and blind retrieves are the essentials of 
this dog’s work. That is why a second 
man is a must in the training process. 


Dad still has two retrievers, and last 
year he purchased a springer pup that 
shows promise of making a fine dog. 
I'm sure he will do his best to make this 
dog a champion, but I know also that 
in his heart there is room for only one 
dog, Lincoln’s Laddie. 


FROM FAR AND NEAR 
ee proverbial fishing bug seems to 


be taking its annual toll all over our 
territory. They say that out York way 
it is common to overhear gibberish of 
Sterling Nelson, Vance Embrey and 
Alex Pauley discussing choice river 
spots which have yielded and failed to 
yield fish in the past. It is said that 
down around Tecumseh Bill Eckles and 
Ramey Johnson have already had their 
first fish fry this year. Lincoln anglers 
who have already wet their lines include 
Les Livingston, Bedric Wanek, Max 
Walker, Cec Donley, Gay Henderson 
and Ed Dulin. Smick Williams has al- 
ready caught his first °53 catfish. The 
last time Dulin was out he ended up in 
the middle of a big covey of quail—the 
fish, nope, he didn’t hit. No doubt a 


lot of others have been out and we hope 
to produce some pictures of future 
catches. 

Speaking of pictures, we have a group 
of photographers down at Tecumseh. 
Irene Shew, an avid shooter, and Mary 
Meister, a fisherman of no mean ability, 
have purchased new cameras so we can 
expect pictures from that section. We 
are told that Cecile Morehead is another 
female angler with her choice fishing 
spots already staked out. 

Gardening has been taking a lot of 
time from Dave Culbertson and John 
Fitzpatrick out at York. Both have 
acreages and all the necessary mechan- 
ized equipment to take care of garden- 
ing on a large scale. Virgie Hayes, Pete 
Ratzlaff and Duane Grove also have 
large gardens, but these hardy souls 
carry out their operations with such 
primitive tools as rakes and hoes. At 
Wahoo, Bill Behrens is building his own 
home in his spare time. Following con- 
struction will come the necessary land- 
scaping. If he needs advice, Norma 
Lee Hahn of Tecumseh and Leonard 
Reed of York are two “new home 
owners” who are doing their own. And 
reports have it that both are doing a 
professional job. 

Someone reported an atomic bomb 
test out at York. After several riot 
calls to handle the crowds the mush- 
rooming dust clouds were found to be 
the results of Kenny Hultquist’s first 
practice swings on his own practice tee. 
His excuse— Just getting in shape for 
Dewey Nelson’s annual golf calcutta 
pool.” 


Axie Loves Waco 
Mr. Editor: 


Not so long ago we, at Waco, had 
our pictures taken for the News; an 
event which fostered the desire in me 
to write this page of reminiscences. 

My first experience with telephones 
came at the age of five. I recall climb- 
ing on a chair to reach the instrument 
and asking central for our family doctor. 
The purpose of the call was to place an 
order for a baby sister. The order was 
canceled hurriedly when Mother came 
bustling into the room to reprimand me 
sharply. 

In 1918 I alighted from a train at 
Waco. Soon my interest in telephone 
work was again stimulated since one 


of my new classmates did relief work 
for Mrs. Polzene, who was chief oper- 
ator at the time. I was deeply fascin- 
ated to watch my friend place calls to 
Lincoln and other “far away” places. 


In May 1918, I watched two of 
Waco’s business buildings burn to the 
ground. They stood adjacent to the 
telephone office which was badly 
seared, but saved almost by miracle by 
the volunteer fire department. 

During the years that followed I 
would drop in at the switchboard oc- 
casionally to keep in touch with tele- 
phone events and the succeeding chief 
operators. Their names were: Mrs. 
Copple, Mrs. Dreier, Mrs. Baker and 
Mrs. Patrick. The latter ‘served Waco 


as chief operator for 16 years. In De- 
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cember 1945 she transferred to Fair- 
mont and I received a delightful sur- 
prise when the company offered me 
the opportunity to be her successor. 

During my term of service I have 
enjoyed the association of a long line 
of relief operators including Florence 
Roose, Rose Clymer, Mitzie Sears, Eve- 
lyn Flickenger, Sharon Hedrick, Ella 
Burney, Janice and Nelda Smith, Bur- 
ney Bouslough, Lula Bowen, Kathryn 
Hobson, Mary Ann Pettee, Margaret 
Jones and Esther Obermier. Most of 
them are still on the call list. 


I have heard that J. M. Bell, G. W. 
Post, J. B. Erwine and Ed Glass were 
the men who brought the first tele- 
phone service to Waco. The exchange 
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—Photo by A. B. Gorman 


The picture that inspired this article on 
Waco’s telephone history. At the board are 
Florence Roos and Axie Bouslaugh, the 
author, 


was built in 1903, Ed Glass still tells 
with pride of his experiences in the new 
industry of half century ago. 

At first York was the only exchange 
we could reach. A connection charge 
of 15 cents with five cents for each 
additional two-minute interval seems a 
rather steep charge for that day and 
age. Waco had six party lines and to 
call from one to the other required a 
“Yocal toll” of five cents for switching 
fees. Then, too, for calls made after the 
9:30 curfew, a charge of five cents was 
made except for those to Dr. Gairdner. 
Calls were limited to five minutes and 
it was forbidden for anyone to attempt 
the use of their telephone during @ 
thunderstorm. 

Axie Bouslough, 
Chief Operator, Waco Exchange 
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Our Cover 
OMES the Spring, and there is little 


doubt in the Connors family as to 
where the fancy of its young men will 
turn, for baseball is the hereditary sport 
of the clan. Those bothersome chores 
of eating, sleeping and (ugh) school 
work are borne as necessary burdens 
during early baseball season. They are 
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among the numerous penalties for being 
But Mike, the batter, and Scott, 
the catcher, are using every agile mo- 


young. 


ment they can steal from every sunny 
day to the national 
When they grow up they want to be 
ball players but, Heck, it will probably 
be their luck to become telephone men 
like their dad and Uncle Ralph. 

Their father, who stands between 
them in the picture, is Charles Connors, 
engineering department. Their uncle 
is R. J. Connors, Lincoln wire chief. 


enjoy pastime. 


The Outdoor Page 


N THIS issue we introduce the Out- 
door Page, a product of the efforts 
of Buck Isaman, associate editor, engi- 
neering department, who agreed to 
scurry about in search of appropriate 
material and pictures. His first quest 
was well rewarded for he found not 
only a fine story but an author as well. 
If Boyd Wedgwood’s story is a sample 
of the discoveries of Talent Scout Isa- 
man then the Outdoor Page might well 
become a regular and valuable feature. 
Others who were contacted as scouts 
for outdoor subjects about the territory 
are “Shrimp” Whitney, Reno Weis, 
Jack Mankamyer, Tom Longdon, Dan 
Smith, Mary Meister, Ivan Livingston, 
Smick Williams, John Potter, Bob Gray 


and Duane Grove. 


A Ben Beran Jewel 


()NF of the widely read editorials of 

Nebraska’s fourth estate is that of 
Ben Beran’s “DID YOU KNOW” col- 
umn of the Hebron Journal-Register. 
Ben takes a solid stand on most issues 
and his salty comment leaves no doubt 
or ambiguity in the minds of the col- 


umn’s readers as to his position in mat- 
ters of state. 


Naturally he has his critics, one of 
whom recently assailed his stand in sup- 
port of a proposal to revise the school 
districts of Thayer County. The pro- 
posal would reduce the number and 
enlarge the size of the districts and re- 
quire the use of busses for transporta- 
tion of the pupils. “Busses are danger- 
ous,” asserted the critic. “They get stuck 
in the mud and snow, and mothers 
worry because their children aren't 
home and they can’t communicate with 
anyone because farmers can’t afford a 
phone like the city dweller can...” 
and so on at considerable length. 


Ben’s rebuttal was a classic. ‘“Broth- 
er,” quoth he, “I am going to take you 
apart on that one and tell you some- 
thing. A telephone in Hebron would 
cost you $2.75 per month, plus tax. My 
telephone bill at the Ford Garavte used 
to run as high as one hundred, yes, One 
Hundred dollars per month, and next 
to electricity itself, the cheapest and 
finest utility we had. I used to call 
Chicago by number and have my party 
in as little as 15 seconds. I couldn’t have 
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done without this service any more than 
you can farm efficiently and not have 
a telephone. I think the figures will 
show that 85 per cent of the farmers do 
have telephones in Nebraska. If you 
can’t afford one you sure are in the 
wrong business.” 


Regrouping Solves a Problem 


A REGROUPING project was recent- 


ly completed at Milford and appar- 
ently had an immediate effect in better 
telephone service for some of the sub- 
scribers involved. Party line courtesy 
is a point which has been stressed from 
the beginning of telephone history. Our 
territorial advertisements treat the sub- 
ject often, and admonish subscribers 
against the abuses of long and trivial 
conversations which prevent others 
from receiving their fair share of tele- 
phone service. Yet the practice is unt- 
versal, and the offender is often one of 
those friendly people who would be 
greatly surprised to know that they are 
depriving others of telephone usage. 
The regrouping of subscribers often 
solves this difficulty in the most practi- 
cal manner. Not long after the Mil- 
ford job was completed, Area Manager 
Gray at Seward received a letter from a 
thankful subscriber which said in part: 

“We want to thank you for giving us 
telephone service on the 422 line. Now 
we can use our telephone where before 
we could never depend on getting the 
line when we needed it.” 


Keckler on N.T.A. Itinerary 
HE Nebraska Telephone Association, 
through its secretary, James L. Mor- 

rison, has announced a series of spring 
meetings for plant men in which the 
prime topic will be “The Testing, Lo- 
cating and Repairing of Troubles in 
Subscriber Station Equipment.” The 
meetings are designed as a one-day 
training course in which various types 
of tools and testing equipment are dem- 
onstrated. Telephone testing and re- 
pair theory will also be highlighted in 
a blackboard drill. 

A. S. Keckler, plant training super- 
visor, has been selected as one of the 
instructors. He will work with W. M. 
Alexander, of the Northwestern Bell 
at Gothenburg, in leading the four 
meetings which have been scheduled for 
the month of May at Ogallala, Hold- 
rege, Norfolk and Beatrice. 


Papal Honors to Gertrude Clinton 


The highest honor that can be be- 
stowed by the Roman Catholic church 
upon a woman lay member was re- 
cently accorded to Mrs. Gertrude Clin- 
ton, wife of Ray L. Clinton, central 
district maintenance inspector. The 
rare papal award, “Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice,”’ was established in 1888 by 
Pope Leo XIII, whose portrait it bears. 
Mrs. Clinton’s certificate is numbered 
6653, which represents the number of 
women of her faith who have received 
it since that time. It is given in recog- 
nition of outstanding service, both to 
the Church and to civic enterprises. 

The mother of three girls and a boy, 
Mrs. Clinton undoubtedly led a busy life 
during the course of years she toiled to 
qualify for the coveted honor. A partial 


list of her contributions to community betterment shows active participation in 
financial drives for the Red Cross, March of Dimes and Community Chest. In the 
latter organization she held the rank of colonel. She worked unstintingly for the 
USO during the war, and her activities among young people, particularly as in- 


structor in square dance groups, is well known to many employees. 


She is past 


president of the American Legion Auxiliary, Post 218 at Exeter; member of the 
Women’s State Presidents Organization and for seven years she has been a mem- 
ber of the Golden Rule Foundation to select the Nebraska State Mother. 

In church affairs she has served as president of various altar societies; presi- 
dent of the PTA; president of the Lincoln Deanery of Catholic Women and presi- 
dent for two terms of Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, a state organization. 
She has sung in church choirs for 35 years, seven of which she served as director. 

Mrs. Clinton was greatly astonished to learn of her selection for the signal 
honor, and is quick to point out that her participation in the numerous service 
groups would not have been possible without the encouragement and cooperation 


of Ray and the children. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
April: 


Primary Members: A. E. Dulin, Lincoln 
Service, $25.00; Henrietta Goracke, Tecumseh 
Commercial, $10.00; M. M. Hale, Executive, 
$10.00; Mabel S. McNulty, Lincoln Traffic, 


$10.00; Doreas J. Slater, Fairbury Traffic, 
$12.00; H. W. Spahnle, General Commercial, 
$14.50; Mrs. Thelma Cooper, York Traffic, 
$598.00; Vern Campbell, David City, Non-func- 
tional, $8.00; J. C. Gear, Fairbury Service, 
$32.00; Evelyn Hughes, Fairbury § Traffic, 
3199.00; Ernest Johnson, Lincoln Service, 
$35.00; Richard Merrill, Lincoln Service, 
$53.50; Josephine Placek, Nebraska City Traf- 
fic, $276.00; Mrs. Darlene Remmers, Beatrice 
Traffic, $10.00; E. C. Schrank, Lincoln Service, 
$35.00; Beverly Smith, York Commercial, $3.00; 
P, A. Wessel, Lincoln Service, $124.55. 


HAPPINESS 
HHEAD 


Beulah Parsons, operator at Superior, and 
Gean Frerichs of Bostwich were united in 
marriage on April 12. The ceremony was 
performed in the Methodist Church in Su- 
perior. 


Nell Williams of Superior and Dale Boll- 
man were united in marriage on April 7 at 
the home of the bride’s sister in Superior. 
Mr. Bollman is a member of the Superior 
plant department. 


The marriage of Jo Ann Znamenacek, 
cashier at Crete and Robert Renner took 
place at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Kramer on March 22. 


An Easter Sunday ceremony united Naomi 
Englehardt and Jake Thiel in marriage. The 
ceremony was performed in the Second Pres- 
byterian Church in Hastings. Mrs. Thiel is 
a member of the Hastings traffic department. 


Betty Vogelgesang, Lincoln Traffic depart- 
ment became the bride of Dale Nelson on 
April 16 at the Second Presbyterian Church 
in Lincoln. 


Betty Furry, operator at Fairbury, became 
the bride of Ed Kruger on April 10 at Mi- 
ami, Oklahoma. Mrs. Kruger will continue 
her work for awhile and then hopes to join 
her husband who is in the service. 


Gayle Rood of the Lincoln accounting de- 
partment and Ronald Pilgrim were united in 
marriage on April 30. Mr. Pilgrim is a law 
student at the University of Nebraska. 


PROMOTIONS, TRANSFERS, TITLE GHANGES 


Accounting 


Laurence A. Connealy, clerk to accounting 
assistant, Lincoln. 


Commercial 


Laura J. Baker, 


service representative to 


junior supervisor, Lincoln. 
Donna J. Drozd, clerk to service representa’ 
tive, Lincoln. 
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Laurence A. Connealy 
Accounting Asst. 
Lincoln 


Helen M. Shelquist 
Service Hep. 
Lincoln 


Margaret O. Hunnicutt, clerk to advanced 
clerk, Lincoln. 

LaVonne Joosten, clerk to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln. 

Helen M. Shelquist, advanced clerk to serv- 
ice representative, Lincoln. 

Engineering 

Donald R. Swanson, estimate clerk to engi- 

neering assistant, Lincoln. 


“Laura J. Baker 
Jr. Supervisor 
Lincoln 
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Francis P. Asper, lineman, Beatrice, to in- 
staller-helper, COE, Lincoln. 

E. E. Knipple, groundman to driver lineman, 
Lincoln construction. 


Traffic 


Ruth A. Scholl, operator, Lincoln, to clerk, 
general traffic. 


Donald R. Swanson 


Donna J. Drozd . 
Engineering Asst. 


Service Rep. 
Lincoln 


Lincoln 
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Students of the company’s Human Relat 


ions in Management Class were luncheon guests 


of Mr. and Mrs. Walter F. Roberts in their home at Wahoo on Friday, April 10. The morning 
and afternoon sessions of the class were being held at Veterans Memorial Hall at Wahoo, and 
it was but a short jaunt to the home of their instructor, who is Lincoln’s most tenacious 


commuter. 


It is quite a sensation in itself to be at the Roberts’ home at 12 o’clock, either noon or 
night. Our personnel director is a collector of clocks. More than a dozen of them are scat- 
tered about the walis and in their individual notions of the correct time they proclaim the 
hour, one after another, over a period of ten minutes or more. Strangely none of them 


show in the picture. 


Mrs. Roberts prepared a distinctive and delightful dinner mainly composed of Swedish 
dishes. The meal drew an ovation from the eleven regular class members shown in the 
Picture, plus the special guests for the occasion—Grace Cruse, personnel; Mae Meduna, Wahoo 
commercial; Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo traffic, and the News editor. 


Television 
Radio 
Automobile 
Home Repairs 


Household Appliances 


Whatever your needs you can borrow 
from YOURSELF cheaper and with less 
inconvenience than from any other 
service. 


Employees Co-op Credit Ass'n. 


As private and confidential as your bank 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. E. E. Llewellyn, mother of Dorothy 
Biggerstaff and Lois Houtz of the Auburn 
traffic department, passed away March 28. 
Funeral services were held at the Christian 
Church in Auburn. 

Mrs. Henry Heitmann of DeSmet, South 
Dakota, mother of Arleen Swanson of the 
Lincoln service department, died April 18. 
Funeral services were held April 20 in 


DeSmet. 


JERVILE ANNIVERSARIES 


Verna M. Alexander 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


A. L. Johnson 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Thirty-Nine Years 
G. W. Hansen, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto Nelsen, 
C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, C. F. Peach- 
man, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
Ivan Paddack, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln: Irene D. Swan, 
David City. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. Metcalf, 
Lincoln: Hilda M. Johanns, Plattsmouth; R. 
E. Wait, Stromsburg. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Minnie I. Allen, Lincoln; H. O. Gillespie, 


Beatrice. 


Viola O. Clough 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


M. J. Brandt 
Beatrice 
10 Years 


Twenty-Five Years 
A. L. Johnson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
Moreane I. Alldritt, E. J. Flowerday, Has- 
tings: R. E. Mills, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
Verna M. Alexander, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
L. W. Cleveland, Almyra M. Metcalf, 


Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
R. R. Winders, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 
G. C. Artz, P. J. Garvey, Lincoln; Hilda 
B. Ramsey, Tecumseh. 


Twelve Years 
Mary CC. Ormand, Lincoln; Merna A. 
Stewart, David City. 


Eleven Years 


Jacob Albrandt, P. H. Henson, Lincoln: 


C. H. Kermoade, Milford. 
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Thelma L. Tritsch 
Plattsmouth 
10 Years 


R. B. Hobson 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Ten Years 
M. J. Brandt, Beatrice; Viola O. Clough, 
R. B. Hobson, Lincoln; Thelma L. Tritsch, 
Plattsmouth. 
Eight Years 
J. C. Durr, Nebraska City; W. L. Eckles, 
Jr., Tecumseh; C. R. Stock, Georgia R. Story, 
D. C. Weaver, Lincoln. 
Seven Years 
Olga S. Anderson, Superior; W. P. Barry, 
Osceola; Frances I. Duryea, Dawson: R. W. 
Slote, Lincoln; Beatrice Sundberg, York. 
Six Years 
Bonnie J. Biggs, Nebraska City, C. P. 
Franzen, Pawnee City; Joyce I. Grabowski, 
W.M. Sherman, Marfae L. Wergin, Lincoln; 
Lucille M. Helgoth, David City; J. J. Keogh, 
Hastings. 
Five Years 
Elsie M. Cooper, Rethal G. Falk, Beatrice; 
Arleen L. Fitzpatrick, Doris A. Hardt, Bev 
erly Irons, Lincoln; Lydia E. McGuire, Crete; 
Maxine I. Stolzenburg, Geneva; Shirley 
Gruber, Nebraska City. 


SSULUDLLININQUUUOOULUQUQQQUUEOOULOQQOQNEUELOOQOUUEOUUUUUCUQOUEUUOUOOOEETOUUOUOUOE OOOO UU 


: Personalities In The News 


lis 


UULLUUUAUUUUUUUIAHATTY 


MUTVVUIUUUTUOUUUUNTUCCUUITULUUUUOUUUIOUUOCTUCNUUUOUCUUOUUUNUOOVOCVUUCUUCUUOCVUOOUUUITUOOUNUUOUOCIUONOOOOUNOUOOOOOOOCOOOOOUCOOUCITOCOUUOOOCOTUUOOOOOOOUUVUUOOUONTUCMOTUUNUUUUUNTUUNUUCOUOOOOOOOTOOTOINUONULNTONOUOVUNI NTO OUUIOU OOOO 


Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Several of the employees at David City 
attended the Ice Capades in Omaha last 
week .. . Delores Moser returned to her 
duties flashing a sparkler. Congratulations 
Delores! . . . Camilla Selzer had a farewell 
party for Gladys Kozisek, who is leaving 
for the city, and a gift was presented 
her from the girls ... We are proud of 
our “Canary,” Janet Moser. Janet received 
Superior rating in the District Music Meet- 
ing .. . Darlene Roubal makes frequent 
trips to Ft. Riley—there must be some- 
thing in Kansas people like . . . Doug 
Behrns has been a patient at the Vet- 
eran’s Hospital in Lincoln for the past 
two weeks. He is improving as well as 
can be expected. 


Nebraska City Area 


Vera Orton, Correspondent 


Marlene Shelton spent the weekend in 
St. Joseph, Mo. visiting friends . . . Pat 
Erwin went to Grand Island to visit Mr. 
& Mrs. Robert Whalen. Mrs. Whalen is a 
former employee of the traffic dept. 
Shirley Gruber is busy trying to keep her 
brother entertained. He is in the navy. 
now home spending a 30 day leave ... Does 
anyone have a pair of ice skates Mary 
Tackett can borrow? Since she saw the 
Ice Capades a few weeks ago she is most 
anxious to try her skill... Marge Drennan 
is minus a husband for a while. Joe, her 
husband, has joined the Air Force for a 
four year hitch. We seriously hope Marge, 
will be with him again very soon... Miss 
Bader, chief operator, has a lot of pros- 
pects for operators in the future. Seems 
that all the little girls in the Brownie 
Troop who have been visiting the ex- 
change building are real anxious to get 
started ... We hope Josephine Placek will 
be up and around real soon. Mrs. Placek 
recently underwent an operation at St. 
Mary’s Hospital ... Ethyl Armstrong spent 
a short Easter vacation in Springfield, Ne- 
braska, visiting the Vern Sheplers... Vera 
Orton was recently elected as president to 
head the Nebraska City Chapter of Beta 
Sigma Phi for the next year. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 
Callers at the Plattsmouth office this 
month were A. O. Andrews, H. Studier, A. 
W. Holcomb and District Manager Walker 
. . . The Construction crew are still work- 
ing on maintenance in Plattsmouth with 
Paul Wilkinson in charge ... The Weep- 


ing Water exchange has recently been 
given a fresh coat of paint ... Don Rut- 
ledge has been busy peinting the interior 
of the house he purchased ... Bill Fait, hus- 
band of Merie Falt, operator, has joined 
the Armed Forces end departed for camp 
in Louisiana . Mrs. Johanns, chief op- 
erator, spent a weekend in Agra, Kansas 
visiting relatives Benjamin Harrison 


Franklin Anderson has joined the youth of — 


Plattsmouth with a brand new crew hair 
cut. It must be the weather. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

The gals of Traffic & Commercial re- 
cently honored “Babe” Armstrong at a bri- 
dal shower et the home of Vera Schlucke- 
bier. “Hearts” was the diversion of the 
evening. After a delicious lunch, Babe was 
presented with many lovely gifts. The host- 
esses were Vera Schluckebier, Laura Douty, 
Irene Mailand, and “Yours Truly”... Lydia 
Kriegshauser returned recently after spend- 
ing two weeks in Excelsior Springs, Mis- 
souri. .. . Don Grey, son of Manager Gray, 


—Edholm-Blomgren Photo 

The annuai Folk and Square Dance Fes- 
tival, held at the Nebraska Coliseum on April 
1] attracted a huge assembly of 1,300 gaily 
attired dancers from all parts of the state, 
and also displayed the fine abilities of the two 
telephone family members who are pictured 
here. Mrs. Roy Mills, at left, brought to a 
close a successful term as president of the 
Lincoln Council of Folk and Square Dance 
Clubs, the parent organization of all folk 
dance groups of the city; while Harold Brady, 
at right, added to his laurels in this field 
with an admirable performance as Master of 
Ceremonies for the gala event. Mrs. Mills is 
the wife of Roy Mills, cable splicer of the 
construction department. Harold is a member 
of the printing service department. Both are 
affiliated with the ‘’Forty-Niners,” the tele- 
phone employees folk dance group. 
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is home after spending several years in 
the Navy. ... Vera Schluckebier spent her 
weekend in Sidney end Cheyenne, and 
Phyilis Bertels spent her weekend off with 
ker parents in-Tobias. 


Wahoo Area 


Leona Larson, Mary Beaty and Lura Blackman, 
Correspondents 


Marlis Lusch is the proud owner of a 
real pretty diamond. She received it while 
her fiance was home on ae_ weekend 
pass from Fort Riley, Kansas. He is serv- 
ing with the U. S. Army. . . . Speaking of 
proud owners, Ethel Daharsh’s new car ar- 
rived the other day. She has been taking 
lessons and applied for her driver’s license 
and is now on her own. Thought we’d better 
warn all you fellow drivers and also you 
pedestrians “BEWARE”... The following 
people enjoyed the Ice Capades of 53 in 
Omaha, Mae Beaty, Hazel Hagenbuck, 
Leona Larsen. Dorothy Luehrs and Gladys 
Hula. ... Harriette Smith and Betty Stys- 
kel are also on the list of goers. They at- 
tended the stage show “Top Banana.” From 
what we hear Betty’s face turned several 
shades of red, and Harriette isn’t talking. 

Rosemary Mely and her husband 
spent the weekend in Sidney and also 
visited Denver. They were visiting her 
sister wno was formerly a “Number Please” 
girl in Wahoo. Caroline Sullivan and 
M-rlis Lusch ettended the music contest 
in Fremont. Both girls sang in _ several 
small-groups. Seems as though Julie 
Henzen, Loretta Vaca and Mildred Lanik 
have turned out to be truck drivers. We 
hear they are delivering corn around Arap- 
ehoe end other points. . . . Ethel Daharsh, 
Ed Dorlend, and Mae Meduna attended a 
luncheon at Walter Robert’s home. A lovely 
lunch of many different Swedish dishes 
was served end prepzred by Mrs. Roberts. 
A speech was given by Mr. Roberts per- 
taining to Better Relations. Twelve pupils 
and their teacher, Miss Moller, of District 
No. 41 visited the Ashland office recently. 
Messrs. Potter and Dorland explained the 
terminal room and Mrs. Van Matre the 
switchboard. The 7th grade of the Ash- 
lend school and their teacher Mrs. Bontz 
also visited us last week. . . . We enjoyed 
Irene Comb’s recent visit to our office. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 
Marilyn Coad, Elva Remmers and Lloyd 
Oglesby and family attended the Ice Ca- 
pades in Omaha April 12. Nadine Lampe is 
leaving to join her husband who is in the 


Navy and stationed in California. She re- 
cently enjoyed a going away party at 
Rulo with June Bippes, Doris Peterson 
and Wilma James. Lois Houtz is leaving 
to be married and was the recipient of a 
beautiful housecoat from the traffic de- 
partment. Ernest Rumbaugh and Kenneth 
Lash are leaving the plant department to 
begin farming Myron Birdsley at- 
tended the state convention of Commandery 
at Norfolk recently ... Amel McVay was 
on the sick list this month but is well 
enough recuperated now to start think- 
ing about planting raspberries and garden- 
ing. Wilma James had the misfortune of 
having her car catch on fire. She called 
for help but by the time help arrived it 
was out. 


Beatrice Area 


Veronica Siske, Correspondent 


We are wondering if it’s spring here in 
Beatrice. The cold weather and the windy 
days have done some property damage in 
the area . . . Two girls, Beverly Fletcher 
and Juaneta Nicholson started toll train- 
ing with Ruth Diekmann as their instructor. 
Rethal Falk and Lucile Richardson are 
also taking toll training with Darlene Rem- 
mers as their instructor. June Carman and 
Barbara Barnard, of the traffic department, 
have something to talk about. Barbara’s hus- 
band and June’s son chanced to meet on 
the same ship while they were being sent 
overseas. These boys didn’t know one an- 
other before entering service. They will 
be separated in France. June doesn’t know 
the exact location of her son. Pvt. Barnard 
will be overseas for only one year. Mabel 
Wieting is enjoying a visit with her son and 
family from Pensacola, Florida. They will 
be here twenty days after which time 
they will return to Norfolk, Virginia where 
Mr. Wieting will be stationed .. . Visiting 
Kathryn Widick is her daughter and hus- 
band from Detroit, Michigan. Dorothy 
Mapes recently spent the week-end in Wa- 
terville, Kansas, with relatives. Donno Dike 
recently called her husband who is sta- 
tioned in Germany and Jauneta Nicholson 
received an overseas call from her hus- 
bend who is in Japan. Isn’t the telephone 
wonderful! .. . Several girls enjoyed Easter 
Sunday at home this year and it was the 
first time in quite a few years. There were 
quite a few comments on the occasion. 
Mabel Wieting recently returned from a 
vacation trip to Florida where she made 
the acquaintance of her new grandson, 
Steven Wieting ... Donna Wehling, Cash- 
ier, spent Easter Sunday in Denver, Colo- 
rado. 


Fairbury Area 


Norma McDaniel’s brother, Cpl. Robert 
L. McDaniel, is home after spending 20 
months in Germany Irene Smalldon 
spent a few days in York visiting her fam- 
ily _. , Doctor Lytton, brother of Jeanne, 
was here to pay her a visit . Bernice 
Bauer motored to Concordia on her Sun- 
day off to visit her sister... Evelyn Hughes 
is out of the hospital, after having an ap- 


pendectomy ... Harvey the Easter Bunny 
came to pay a visit to Irene Dunn, chief 
operator. There were chickens, eggs, roosters 
end even a horse with an Easter bonnet. 
(No relation to Silver, her horse at Wy- 
more) Mary Jackson and Annabelle 
Stocker spent the day in Lincoln shop- 
ping. L. W. Cleveland and Irene Combs 
were here to present the film “A Skillful 
Operator” Steven, son of Don and 
Madeline Hurst, had his tonsils removed 
recently and is making a nice recovery. 


Tecumseh Area 


The vacation season has started here. 
First one to take advantage of the nice 
spring weather was Waldo Harrington who 
spent his time visiting friends and re- 
lations in Kansas and Oklahoma. The event 
he enjoyed most was meeting one of his 
cousins he had never seen, and who was 
85 years old Lois Broady is using 
her vacation time to visit relatives in Iowa 
.. . Cecile Morehead end Norma Lee Hahn 
both enjoyed seeinz the Ice Capades in 
Omaha ... Shirley Hagelback attended a 
fraternity dance at the University of Ne- 
braska and had a wonderful time ... Irene 
Shew and Nancy Troeger both attended a 
Mother-Daughter banquet recently. The 
girls were the Daughter part of the teams 
. . . Dorothy end Harm Agena entertained 
relatives of Harm’s from Germany. They 
ere <n aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Fritz 
Hillmen, and they will spend six months 
in the United States ... Jim Smith showed 
up one morning with a black eye but he 
was rather reluctant about telling wha’ hop- 
pened ... Tyler Ryan attended the Ne- 
breska Telephone Convention which was 
held in Lincoln. Mr. and Mrs. Ryan together 
with a group of friends attended the Broad- 
wey show, “Top Banana” with Phil Sil- 
vers, when it was presented in Omaha. 
They enjoyed it very much... Henri Gor- 
acke wrought havoc in the office by get- 
ting whooping cough so now she’s spending 
some time at home—Doctor’s Orders . . 
Bill Eckles remains undisputed fishing 
champion, with the help of others, for 


—Photo by Vera Sweetser 


Fairbury’s chief operator, Viola Dunn, 
found a bunny nest and a motley group of 
birds and animals on her desk the morning 
after Easter. She first suspected her staff of 
operators but none of them looked guilty, so 
Viola is now convinced it might have been 
the Easter Bunny, or maybe the commercial 


girls. 
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the community. On a recent trip Raymond 
Johnson and he caught 19 catfish and 3 
carp. Another time Bill, his father and his 
brother pulled in 25 catfish. His largest 
cat was five pounds and they came in with 
a 15 pound carp each trip. Bill says it’s 
true although few people will believe him 
but he uses fishworms to catch the cat. 
Where did he catch them? Bill says, “fish- 
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Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 

At long last it looks like spring has fin- 
ally sprung, and along with the season, va- 
cations are also springing into action. Start- 
ing the ball rolling was Betty Jezek, traffic. 
Betty spent her two weeks just roaming 
around here and there catching up on a 
few last minute details before the Cpl. ar- 
rives home from Korea ... It seems as 
though every year we have to add another 
one to our age, and chalking up the scores 
were Nata Hershey, Gladys Stiers and 
Dorothy Slaybough. The girls treated the 
rest of us to cake, cookies and candy... 
Merlie Merkuson and Lloyd Cleveland were 
here showing several films to the operators 
A group of grade school students 

toured the office on April 22nd. 

Hastings Area 
Jessie Van Trump, Correspondent 

attended the Rebekah Con- 
vention in St. Paul during her vacation. She 
also won the ritualistic contest... - Marie 
Pearson and Anna Larson attended the con- 
vention of the Business and Professional 
Womens Club which was held in Scottsbluff. 
While there they took a “busman’s holiday” 
and visited the telephone office... Helen 
Martin and Kay Sale are proudly wearing 


new diamonds. 


Anna Larson 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 

Ruth Rittenhouse and her sister, Bernita 
McDonald, spent a weekend at Ft. Leonard 
Wood, Missouri, visiting Ruth’s son, Jim, 
who was recently called to the service... 
Irene Kripal spent a weekend at Ft. Riley, 
Kensas, visiting Bill Nacke, Jr., her fiancee, 
who is stationed there . . . James Hatfield 
was recently transferred to the Hebron plant 
department from Polk. We welcome Jim 
end his family to Hebron. 


Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 

R. E. Wait, area manager, attended the 
telephone convention held at Lincoln on 
Merch 24 and 25th. Directory salesman 
John Vesticka has been in this area re- 
cently. He says he will return shortly to 
get started on the directory advertising. - . 
L. C. Williams, or “Smick” as he is known 
by the majority here, is one proud per- 
son these days. ‘“‘Smick’s” son and daughter- 
in-law, who are stationed in Japan, are 


vik 


the proud parents of a baby boy, who has 
been named after his “Granddaddy Smick” 
... Well, it seems we have a talented per- 
son in our area. Nancy Wait, daughter of 
Area Manager Wait, received a superior 
rating for her soprano solo at the music 
contest held in Geneva, Nebraska, on April 
17... By the way, we wish to correct 
a statement made in the last issue of the 
News. The fellow that bought the new 
Plymouth was not Albert Andres but “Rod” 
Blakeney, Stromsburg combinationman. 
Sorry, fellas! 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Perry, Correspondent 


Bonnie Jensen, Emily Noren and Shirley 
Swanson attended the Ice Capades in Oma- 
ha... Irene Barfkneckt and Shirley Swan- 
son have returned from leave of absence... 
Olga Andersen, journeyed to Lincoln re- 
cently to attend the concert by Guy Lom- 
bardo . . . Barbara White is vacationing at 
the home of her parents in Burr Oak, Kan- 
sas . .. Mrs. Keenan and family made a 
hurried trip to Corpus Christi, Texas, to 
visit relatives. She is a strong supporter in 
the belief that Texas should secede from 
the union and admit Hawaii. Hawaii just 
couldn’t be that bad . Recent visitors 
in the traffic department were Mrs. Clarel 
(Wishart) Middleton and son, a former 
operator who now resides in Salt Lake 
City, and Father Petrus of Deweese. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Usually the first thoughts of a student 
on a nice spring day are of skipping class. 


But that was not the case when A. S. Keck- 


ler conducted sub-station training in Sut- 
ton. Classes were attended by R. H. Cul- 
ver, R. D. Firme, R. H. Hunzeker, E. A. 
Moorhead, P. V. Eckles and A. L. Acker- 
mann. They all reported that the meetings 
were very interesting ... Jack Mankamyer, 
who is usually the first to break the ice 
around here when fishing starts to roll 
around, has been complaining that his luck 
has been failing him so far... Lloyd Jen- 
kins of Lincoln held a Safety-First Aid 
meeting, which the group found very help- 
ful and interesting. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 


As usual, news items are very scarce 
around the York office. But we did manage 
to hunt up two or three bits of news 
which we thought might be of interest. . - 
An airplane flight from York to California— 
and on that plane is Dorothy Kleemeyer of 
the traffic department. Dorothy is spend- 
ing her vacation with her sister. Bet she 
is having a swell time . . . Due to an over- 
sight on our part, we neglected to tell 
you in last month’s issue that June Fuss 
is wearing a beautiful diamond. Her fian- 
ce is Dale Moore of Benedict. Tentative 
plans are for a fall wedding ... We all 
joined in wishing Vance Embrey a very 
happy 37th Birthday on April 12. 
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Katherine Cole, 
Associate Editor 
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Vacation time is beginning with Deanie 
Bietz, Carol Churchill, Clara Jones, Helen 
Pickard, LaVonne Reddish, Eunice Sintek. 
Grace Hauschild, Edna Rosane, and Mr. 
Bush taking a taste of the wonderful stuff. 
Some of them were helping at home. some 
cleaning house, and some just taking it 
easy. Grace Hauschild visited friends in 
Ponca City, Okla. Deanie Bietz took ad- 
vantage of the eight inches of snow she 
found in North Dakota and went sleigh 
riding. Mr. Bush was quite surprised that 
his household, including the dogs, slept 
peacefully until 9:30 one morning. ... An- 
other company romance has blossomed— 
Donelle Jones of the billing section is 
wearing a pretty diamond from Ronald 
Cotton of the plant department. . . . The 
men of the accounting department held 
their annual party at the University Club. 
15 of the 17 accounting fellows and Mr. 
Hale were present. . . . Larry Connealy is 
the proud owner of a very good looking 
green Studebaker and Mr. Bush has gradu- 
ated from the Chevrolet to the Buick 
class. . - - When Jack Geist changed 
cars, it really must have been for the 
better for he made a very flying trip 
to Cheyenne One Saturday. He couldn't 
even get it stopped at Minden. . . . Four- 
teen of the girls had ag birthday luncheon, 
including 4 Very pretty birthday ceke. for 
Clara Jones at Ned’s Restaurant. ... Mr. 
Bush brought his hobby to visit the office 
for a few Minutes cone morning. We were 
all glad to see his cute and well-mannered 
Pekinese dogs. If you have noticed 
Mr. Franklin Popping the buttons off his 
shirt, don’t be alarmed. He had three grand- 
daughters, but now—he has a 10 pound 
grandson! Mr. Spohn had the mis- 
fortune of having his foot in the wrong 
place and his attention distracted while 
closing his garage door—result: a very 
sore and swollen foot for several days. ... 
Marie Vidlock spent a weekend in St. Joe, 
Mo, visiting Teresa Berlowitz, a former em- 
ployee and other friends. .. . Frances Virgil 
was il] and had to miss a day at the office. 

. Estella Foght has made several trips 
to Grinnell, Kansas to see her father who 
is very ill. The toll billing section 
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was happy to have Doris Henle return 
to their employ. She was formerly Doris 
Glock. . . . George Mann was elected sec- 
retary-treasurer of the 49’ers Dance Club for 
the coming year. George finished the Amer- 
ican Legion bowling season with an av- 
erage of 147—-of which he is rightly very 
proud. ... To prove that things really do 
happen in three’s—Pat Dienert, Jean 
Leatherman, and Gloria Zier fell down on 
the same day in various places in the build- 
ing. None of them received serious or per- 
manent injuries—just a torn shoe, a ruined 
pair of nylons, skinned elbows, and a few 
black and blue spots. ... The disbursement 
section is practicing on a payroll and cost 
machine. No definite decisions have been 
made about an installation but it seems 
to be able to do most anything—including 
building muscles. Dewey Nelson at- 
tended the Shrine Ceremonial—the rest of 
us heard their calliope and tried to get 
a glimpse of the parade from the office. 
The rain has delayed Dewey’s building ef- 
forts but his chickens are doing fine... . 
Bob Ross is having difficulty with his 
pranks. It seems that Bob is striking the 
loaded matches himself and then giving 
Claude Helm the ordinary matches. 
Betty Biggs went home early one after- 
noon to hear “Service Stars on Review.” 
They told about her brother, Bob Biggs, 
who was stationed in Korea and then trans- 
ferred to the Phillipines. 


Central District Commercial 
Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 


SPRING—that’s the time of the year 
everyone’s fancy turns to love (does it?) 
or a new car. Nancy Remington and Larry 
have a new Studebaker—they enjoy driving 
their new green car so much that if you 
would like a ride home they would be very 
willing to cooperate. ... Fern Keithley has 
a new and very pretty diamond. She finally 
persuaded John to accept her proposal!! 
Seriously, Fern, congratulations. We think 
it’s very nice!t! . .. La Vonne Joosten 
hasn’t been feeling well lately. Since she’s 
returned to work after a few days of rest, 
everyone is complaining that they can’t see 
her—she’s so short and she’s lost quite a 
bit of weight—so we’ve nicknamed her 
“Skinny Shorty”!!! ... Some people are so 
lucky!!! Alex Geist spent a few days in 
St. Louis on a business trip and “Mac” has 
been away on a short trip also. . . . Guess 


Back from the wars (in this 
case, boot training) came Diane 
Uldrich, formerly of Lincoln 
commercial. Waldo McDowell, 
her former boss-man, is listen- 
ing to her experiences as a 
Wave. Since her entry info serv- 
ice last February, Diane has been 
in “boot” at Bainbridge, Mary- 
land. She returned to training 
at ‘‘personnel-man school” fol- 
lowing her 14-day leave. 


More Hoom and Equipment at 4- Exchange 


The July 1952 News displayed a pic- 
ture of the building addition to the 
Lincoln 4-Exchange when it was still 
in the “hole in the ground” stage. The 
photograph above was taken in mid- 
April and shows the interior of the 
completed structure, already sheltering 
the boxed equipment that will soon 
occupy the wide open spaces of the 
foreground. Basically the new equip- 
ment will provide capac:ty for an ad- 


ditional 900 lines with 1,500 terminals 
or telephone numbers. Also there is to 
be erected a new Line IDF, power 
board and related equipment. The ex- 
pansion of the exchange comes none 
too soon. The area served by 4-Office 
has been subject to a prolonged siege 
of rapid housing development and for 
several years the company has been 
hard pressed to meet the surging de- 
mand for telenhone serv‘ce with ad- 
equate distributing plant and COE. 


what? Nancy Remington is (sigh, at last) 
21 years of age. Naturally. we had to have 
a party for her to celebrate the great event 
—in fact, it was combined with Helen Shel- 
quist’s 20th birthday. We invaded Sheila 
Schabacher’s home and everyone had a 
wonderful time especially ‘giggle box” 
Nancy. If you would really like to get a 
chuckle from Nancy ask her what the word 
“radio” means with reference to polar 
bears!!! Ruthie Hall had a wee bit 
of trouble with NRichard’s car the other 
day. It stopped completely in the middle 
of the street while she was attempting to 
turn onto another street. Can’t you see 
Ruthie out in the middle of the street 
flagging people down so that they wouldn’t 
run into Richard’s car!!! ... 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 

We find several in our department get- 
ting a headstart on the vacation season.... 
Jim Green took his vacation and toured 


Kansas. His stops included Topeka and 
Kansas City. Had a lovely time and is 
now ready to get back to his work. . . . Dick 
Merrill worked around his new home and 
helped out with the care of the children. 
Had a grand time getting better acquainted 
with his new daughter. . . . Francis Smith 
took a week of his vacation to work. And 
that’s just what he did. He got his house in 
shape for the summer. . . . Jim Story spent 
a week of his vacation staying indoors and 
not saying much due to a bad case of ton- 
sillitis. . . . New cars seem to be the fad 
this time of year. R. W. Tejcka has a new 
Plymouth, Eugene Hiatt a new Mercury, 
and Willard Sherman a new Plymouth. Wil- 
lard has already initiated his by denting a 
fender. ...W. M. Baker has a new home 
to keep him busy. ... The “love bug” has 
been nibbling away on a few of the folks, 
but it really got hold of Ron Cotton, and 
guess what happened, he popped the ques- 
tion to Donelle Jones of the Accounting De- 
partment. Congratulations to both Donelle 
and Ron... . We all wish to extend our 
sympathy to Arleen Swanson whose mother 
passed away April 18, in DeSmet, South 
Dakota. 


J. A. McKinzie, general 
plant superintendent, left, 
and Cliff Artz, cable fore- 
man, inspect the latest 
model % ton cable splicers 
truck. The vehicle fea- 
tures a new type ladder 
rack with rocker guides. 
Improved compartment 
arrangements facilitate 
transportation and _ han- 
dling of splicers’ tools and 
material. 


—Photo by John S. Reed 
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Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


With the coming of spring, comes our 
first vacationers. Cy Hutchinson took a week 
of his vacation to do some remodeling on 
his house. “Gus” Brunke took a week of his 
vacation to get acquainted with his new 
daughter and incidentally do what he could 
to help around the house. Al Miller va- 
cationed for a week but did not report 
what he did with his time. Bob Greb has 
taken his vacation and we understand he 
was married. ... We are happy to report 
that Bob Wendell, who has been working 
in the shop for several months recuperating 
from a couple of broken vertebrae, is now 
out with John Hobson’s gang. He has re- 
moved his brace and seems to feel fine. 
We know he’s glad to be back outside 
again. Herman Studier and George 
Hensen broke down and bought T.V. and 
from all reports both seem to enjoy it 
very much. Cliff Artz reports that 
fishing is good up around Long Pine, Ne- 
braske. They got their limit of rainbow 
trout there and also at Fremont. ... We 
have lost several fellows to Uncle Sam 
during the last couple of months. Jack 
Jantze reported to the Navy, Lee Wieck 
to the Air Force end Bob Barnett and 
Bruce Seamark to the Army. ... Donald 
Anderson has returned from military leave 
of absence and is working on a Lincoln 
crew et the present time. We also had news 


thet Jim Tice is now in this country and 


will probably be discharged within the next 


couple of months. 
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B. A. Isaman 
Associate Editor 


Anybody want to buy a good used vacuum 
cleaner? Rumor has it that Pep Saunders’ 
cleaner had apparently wheezed its last 
wheeze so Pep decided to overhaul it. Dur- 
ing the process of getting the thing com- 
pletely dismantled, some parts were broken 
and others were found to be badly worn, 
so Pep called the salesman for some new 
parts. The salesman was a good friend of 
Pep’s (why are all salesmen so darned 
friendly?) so he pushed himself away from 
his dinner and rushed to Pep’s house with 
the needed parts, plus a new cleaner. Now 
the parts were just what Pep wanted, but 
the new cleaner was just what Mrs. Saunders 
wanted (and to be honest, just what Pep 
needed after he got through with the old 
one). Well, to bring this thing to an end— 
does anybody want to buy a slightly used 
1908 model vacuum cleaner? If so, contact 
“J Fix-Em and Buy-Em” Saunders. ... Word 
of the News’ Outdoor Page finally found its 
way to Mr. Donley’s desk and now he claims 
that he’s going to catch a fish this year 
and make that page even if he has to run 
down one of Booth’s trucks and steal one. 

If any of you gals want to have an 
evening or two out, Walt Roberts has the 
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answer in his “I sell-em, Doc punches ’em”’ 
vaccination campaign. One of Walt’s high 
pressure bulletins built up Mary Lou Glass’ 
enthusiasm to the glowing point so she 
rushes home and tries to sell friend hus- 
band on Walt’s good program. Things were 
going along fine until she mentioned vac- 
cination and the next thing Mary Lou knew, 
she was on the outside of the house with 
the door locked from the inside. Seems 
that her husband is a member of the Naval 
Reserve and he had just finished up a series 
of shots that covered everything from fall- 
ing hair to fallen arches. 


a q 
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7 Ruth Clark, 
Associate Editor 


We had a very pleasant surprise one day 

recently when Phyllis Swanson, formerly 
a member of our department. dropped in 
to see us. She was on her way from San 
Diego to Pensacola, Florida, trying to keep 
up with Hubby Ben’s Navy travels. 
We also heard from another former gen- 
eral commercial girl, Bernice Peckler, who 
writes that they are now living in Den- 
ver where she is working in the plant de- 
partment of the Telephone Company. She 
likes Denver very much... . Marlene Kuhl 
had a harrowing experience one day while 
attempting to visit her mother in an Omaha 
hospital. Since it was after visiting hours 
and since she was carrying her suitcase, the 
nurse naturally thought Marlene was a new 
patient. Luckily, she finally convinced them 
she wasn’t before they started to operate. 
Her mother, we are happy to report, is 
now feeling much better and is at home.... 
It seems that Dorothy Bader is our only 
patriotic citizen. She volunteered to give 
blood last month. Despite all the warnings 
of her co-workers, she bravely went to keep 
her appointment, only to find that she 
wasn’t eligible... . K. L. Lawson has been 
busy combining housework with his reg- 
ular office duties, as Mrs. Lawson took 
a two-week trip to Washington, D. C. and 
New York with the D. A. R. He found 
that washing, ironing and meal planning is 
a pretty big job. ... Joan Moorberg hasn’t 
minded our dreary weather a bit because 
she’s dreaming of her southern vacation 
coming up in a few weeks. Dallas will 
be her destination. ... H. W. Spahnle’s son 
Stephen, who has more than his share of 
tough luck, fell and sprained his foot. He 
is recovering nicely though and is_ back 
in school. We just can’t keep from 
bragging a little about our bowling team 
which is leading the Lincoln departments. 
Keep up the good work fellas. 


General Plant Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 


George Mehuron, formerly of York who 
is now on disability, dropped in at the plant 
office on a visit April 24. He is recovering 


Chet Harp, of Toll Test, is seen measuring 
the tension of the type basket carriage spring 
of an ailing teletypewriter. The maintenance 
of this service is one of the functions of the 
toll test department where Henry Peachman 
has charge of the repair and operation of 
the 75 machines which terminate the leased 
wire and private line teletype circuits. 


nicely from the accident which incapaci- 
tated him for some time. Come again. 
George! Art Keckler, plant training 
supervisor, recently conducted classes on 
station maintenance for plant workers in 
the Sutton area. . . . Bob Clifford of con- 
struction department spent a few days in 
the plant recently, helping with the prep- 
aration of the plant budget. Lloyd 
Jenkins of service department who is well 
known for his activities in presenting talks 
on first aid and accident prevention before 
business and professional groups, has been 
conducting accident prevention meetings for 
our plant people throughout the territory. 
i A new member of the plant office 
group is Mabel Bodkin who is working 
afternoons while attending Lincoln High 
School where she is a senior. To report 
on the whereabouts of our COE installers— 
E. M. Barney and Billy Wolfe are pres- 
ently installing equipment and a charger 
at the Tecumseh office. Dave Guthrie and 
A. L. Reed are installing toll equipment 
at Beatrice. Francis Darnold has been work- 
ing in different locations in the Eastern 
District on maintenance and equipment in- 
stallations. 
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Mary Ormand, 
Associate Editor 


We note new diamonds on the proper 
fingers of Barbara Armstrong, Marlene 
Balheim, and Maxine Pointer. . .. Va- 
cationers include Virginia Stoner. who 
visited in Kansas and Colorado, Ruth Goep- 
fert, Grand Island; Sheroll Drake, Texas; 
Letha Campbell. Aurora; Jean Pearson, 
Campbell; Betty Wright, Denver. Colo- 
rado, Agnes Nelson, California; Vera Was- 
son, Murray; Marlys Wicken. Devils Lake, 
No. Dakota; Betty Vogelgesang Nelson 
honeymooned at Madison, Wisconsin, Ce- 
cile Simons, Holdrege; Wilma Drake, Pat 
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King, Barbara Miller, Margaret Mueller 
and Virginia Stiles also were vacationers. 
Hazel Neman went to Republican 
City to see the new Harlan Dam. 
Addalene Christian never did get that 
raincoat bought she went uptown to get. 
She became so interested in buying flowers 
to plant at her new home, she didn’t even 
think of it until it started raining! . 
Jackie Crook and Beulah Sileven got lost 
in the big town of Waverly when they 
were trying to find Verletta Gable’s house, 
end as if thet weren’t enough, got lost 
again in northeast Lincoln coming back! 
A kitchen shower was given at the 
home of “iztenny” Perry for Betty Nelson. 
A good time was enjoyed by all. 
Elaine Hawkins is happily installed in her 


new home at 3321 No. 68th St. .. . Amelia 
Christopher visited her mother in Kansas 
over the week-end. . .. Hazel Neman and 


her girl-friend could not imagine why they 
were getting shocks from Hazel’s electric 
toester, which was on the seat in the car 
between them. When they got out of the 
car, they discovered the cord to the toaster 
had dragged along the pavement all the 
wey. having been caught in the door... . 
Mary Ormand, Service Assistant in Di- 
vision 3, asked the “B” board operator to 
ring Service Assistant 3, and was quite 
dumb-founded when a service assistant in 
en adjacent division answered her bell 
for her, and it was her own division she 
wes connected with! 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Vacationists seem to be interested in only 
Southern travels this month. The Strassers 
viewed the sights in eastern Oklahoma, then 
toured through northwestern Arkansas and 
the Ozarks. . . . The Kent Enos drove south 
through the Ozarks, then to New Orleans 
enroute to Florida via the Gulf Coast route. 
Their destination, quite naturally, was 
Florida, to visit their son Dick and his 
family. Dick is on military leave of ab- 
sence from the supply department, and is 
now a few months past the half way mark 
in his Air Force enlistment... . The Stacys 
are enjoying a family get together at their 
daughter’s home in Tulsa, Oklahoma while 
their son, Howard, who lives in New Orleans, 
is in Tulsa also. . . . Absences from work 
because of less cheerful causes, were neces- 
sary for Dick Grant and Jess Ellis, both 
of the telephone repair shop crew. Dick has 
been having a return engagement at the hos- 
pital for examination and diagnosis. Jess 
Ellis was sent to the hospital to recover from 
a severe case of influenza, but while there 
decided to have surgical work taken care 
of too. We'll be glad to see both of you 
back into your regular strides again, Dick 
and Jess... . Supply and construction office 
girls enjoyed lunch together at the Sunny- 
brooke Cafe, honoring Shirley Michel and 
Jolene Davis who were both giving up the 
use and care of typewriters for full time 
duty as housekeepers. 


$0 AND $0 PUT ; 
A PENNY IN HERE. 


\ 
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It costs five cents to use a strong word in the Lincoln 
service locker room. The fine is dropped into a "pro- 
‘fanity pot" and some of the boys have made liberal con- 
tributions before they became educated in higher liter- 
ature. Lester Hutchison is one of the sponsors of the 
campaign. He was counting the profits the other night 
when he came upon evidence of skulduggery. Hutch ex- 
ploded in righteous indignation, It cost him 15 cents 
to square himself with the profanity pot. 


: = ARNG "B.A." - 
- TTS TB SEEMS LIKE I'M ALWAYS 


= an FM Hl UnTinG FoR 2EOPLE 
We, WHO DON'T KEEP HEIR 
APPOINTMENTS - 


Mike Carr, combinationman, Auburn, 
replaced awet drop on a case of 
trouble. He tested the telephone 
and it worked fine. When he climbed 
aloft to give his work a final check 
he was, brought up with a jolt to < 
fiud. that the new drop was. strung ” 
through the two top rungs of the 

‘ladder. 4 
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Amanda Ahrensmeier Jones, Ashland commercial, : i ae a a 
disturbed most of the peace that had settled ey 
over Ashland one balmy evening. She and her] one of Mina Jorgensen's ear rings 
husband attempted to transport a lonely calf] It whizzed past the head of Bruce 
in the trunk of their car, As they chugged Sievers, who was walking a short 
up the main street the calf gave vent to its] distance behind. Scared the man 
emotions in full voice. It bawled all the way] -half out of his wits. He said it 
home, much to the embarrassment of the Jones sounded like the radio version of 
couple. a bullet in flight. 


Cecile Simons and Pat King, Lincoln 
, traffic, made a date with each other 
to meet "in front of the drug store." 
.So, at the appointed hour, each was 
at her station in front of a place 
that sold drugs. There are 45 such 
stores listed in the telephone direc- 
tory. You guessed it. They, somehow, 
did not happen to make connections, 


The high wind of April 15 blew off 


IM NOT GOING 70 RUIN 
MY HAIR-DO AND 

| HAVEN'T TIME To 
BE CHOOSY ! 
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Rae (Mrs. A. B.) Gorman was testing a new lawn sprinkler, In 
a short time all the grass was watered save a small dry strip 
close to the faucet. She moved the sprinkler to the desired 
location, turned on a full blast of water and was greatly 
disturbed and surprised to find herself in the center of a 
flood area. Rae beat a hasty retreat. The problem then con- 
fronting her was how to turn off the water without getting 
another drenching. This she solved by donning her rainy-day 
ensemble and carrying an umbrella across the danger zone. 


After a futile search for her rain hat, Axie Bouslough, 
Waco C. 0., spied the plastic covering for her electric 
toaster and in less than two inspired minutes, had con- 
verted it into an attractive weatherproof chapeau. Axie 
was reluctant to be seen by her friends in the strange 
headdress, but soon received so many compliments that 
she became quite proud of the accomplishment. 
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Tornado Seque 


nce by Pitstick Studios, Nebraska City, June 1949. 


Night Tornado Strikes Hebron 


Roaring Funnel Leaves Path of Destruction Behind It. 


i WAS Saturday night in Hebron. 

The quiet, hot air seemed to be 
pressed against the earth. A storm 
was brewing in the south, and the 
rumble of thunder grew louder with 
each vivid flash from the sky. The 
stores had just closed and most of the 
people were hurrying homeward with 
apprehensive glances into the black 
void above. Then, out of the darkness 
came the tornado. There was no warn- 
inv. The time was 9:44. 

Only a few persons saw the huge 
funnel framed against a distant flash of 
lightning. It swept in from the south- 
east and cut a giant path into the very 
heart of town. It seemed that the whole 
world was churning and whirling in a 
vast, howling maelstrom; for endless 
time the great wind blew; when sud- 
denly all was quiet. The time was 9:48. 

Earlier in the evening the emergency 
ringer at the telephone office developed 
some trouble. Ronald Francis combina- 
tionman, came back to work on it but 
he found it a stubborn case. He tele- 
phoned Ernest Wellman, area manager, 
for some help and advice. Wellman 
drove to the office and was opening 
the screen door when the tornado 
struck. The door opened easily—too 
easily. It swung to its widest arc and 
without breaking stride removed it- 
self from its hinges and continued 
westward down the alley. Ernie then 
strained against the inner door and 
managed to squeeze inside only to find 
that now he couldn’t close it. He and 
Ronald together finally forced it shut 
and propped a ladder against it for fear 
the latch would be torn off. 

Jean Heyen, Ruth Rittenhouse and 


Eva Stutz were at the board and there 
they stayed while the fury of the storm 
beat about them. They watched the 
board light up like a pyrotechnic dis- 
play as the local lines went out of serv- 
ice. The sturdy brick office buildinz 
stood firm against the gale, but many 
of those about it, and the brick garage 
to the rear, were reduced almost to 
rubble. 

When the wind abated the men 
rushed home to find their families were 
unhurt, then came back to the office 
and began removing heat coils as fast 
as possible, for the fuses on the switch- 
board were beginning to fail. Jimmy 
Smith of Tecumseh who was visiting in 
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Only emergency calls passed through the 
Hebron switchboard on the dav after the 
tornado, Front to back are Mary Bethscheid- 
er; Margaret Bethscheider, chief operator; 
Frances Marolf and Ruth Rittenhouse. 
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town came in to help with the work. 
At that time it appeared that there 
were no local lines still in service al- 
though it was found that four circuits 
to Fairbury were still intact. It was 
over these circuits, miraculously spared, 
that news of the disaster came from 
the stricken town. 

Neva Beavers was driving to work. 
She reports for duty at 10:00 P.M. She 
had reached the corner of 4th and 
Lincoln when the forward motion of 
her car ceased and it rose straight into 
the air. She received wounds about 
the head and was later attended at the 
hospital. Norma Maschmann was sitting 
in her car near the Standard Station 
when a heavy timber crashed against 
the window and in the shower of glass 
she received severe cuts on the hand 
and arm. Margaret, Regina and Mary 
Bethscheider were at home when the 
wind. came. “They heard the chimney 
come clattering down and the roof rip- 
ping away. The telephone bell gave 
iwo. feeble sings and was still. ‘The 
three of them put on their wraps and 
walked through the dark, littered streets 
Margaret, the chief op- 


to the office. ; 
the board until 


erator, remained at } 
ten o'clock the following night. 


Henry Tacdter had been visiting in 
4 wyog if hie Te a 
Hastings and was on his way home 


He was at Fairmont when news of the 
storm reached him. He drove post- 
haste into Hebron and was soon on the 
The emergency charging unit 
was pulled from the rear of a truck 
buried under the collapsed garage. It 
orse for looks but apparently 


job. 


was the w 
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(Continued on Page 13) 
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AFTER THE FUNNEL 
PASSED OVER 


(1) Harold Rees of the Beatrice National 
Guard unit waves a telephone truck into 
the disaster area. (2) The telephone build- 
ing survived the gale with little damage. 
KFAB’S broadcasting car stands at right. 
(3) Norbert Forsman and Tommy Hedges, 
Hastings, and a typical business section 
background. (4) Ruins of a stock barn in the 
path of the tornado south of Belvidere, (5) 
The twister crossed highway 6 west of 
Dorchester. That’s Dean Smith on the pole 
and Red Hoaglin walking toward the truck. 
They are members of W. F. Combs’ crew. 
(6) New toll wire going up north of Hebron. 
Wayne Hedstrom on the ground; Bob 
Thayer and Mickie DeBacker on pole; all 
from Hastings. (7) Cableman Al Miller on 
the ladder; John Witmer below. Photo by 
Dick Taedter. (8) Street scene looking 
south from office on morning after storm. 
Photo by Dan Smith. (9) The digger in ac- 
tion. Foreman Hibbert at left; D. M. Hunt, 
driver; Bob White on the auger. (10) A 
corn crib went through the toll lead west 
of Dorchester. The men on poles: Wes 
Hayes, Tom Roller and Dutch Smith. On 


d; Charles Riedel; Babe Combs, fore- 
eae Neanen Duer and Elvin Bruner, (11) 
Red Cross emergency headquarters were 
set up in Manager Wellman’'s office. (12) 
E. J. Flowerday, Hastings, and E. H. Well- 


ebron area manager with the emer- 
Pe eenrnie: that was worth its weight 
in gold. (13) Ronny Francis, Hebron com- 
binationman, digging his truck out of the 
ruined garage on Sunday morning. Photo 
by Dick Taedter. (14) Les Shirey’s crew 
setting new poles along highway north of 
Hebron. (15) &wald Ochsner, Hastings, run- 
ning a high drop in Hebron. Photo by Dick 
Taedier. (16) Tall Clarence Eitzmann, _of 
Lyle Piper’s crew from York, works with 
ease at the far end of a fen pin arm. (17) 
Telephone men took their Sunday meal at 
the Methodist Church emergency canteen. 
Familiar faces belong to Gust Foster, A. W. 
Holcomb, Art Higgins, R. E. Hibbert and 
Merle Chamberlain. (18) Earl Lytle and Art 
Higgins attaching fixtures to a new pole 
in the mile-long break north of town. (13) 
Another view of the ruins of the company 
garage, wtih telephone men in the fore=- 
ground. Second from right is George Jones, 
former area manager at Hebron. (20) The 
great open spaces became the company 
storeroom as truckloads of telephone ma- 
terials began to arrive. Photo by Dick — 
Taedter. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Riedel stop to 
admire the cake decorations made by 
members of one of the Pioneer Hobby 
Classes. 


President Bruce J. Sievers addressing 
the banqueteers. At right are Claude 
Helm, Mrs. Sievers and Mrs. Helm. 


Nancy and her Telephonettes were 
one of the highlights of the banquet en- 
tertainment. 


= Ted “Jenkins, @auenien of Pioneer 
Lloyd C. Jenkins made a hit with her 
comedy songs with partner Orlan 
Thomas. 


Frank H| Woods Chapter 


Pioneer 


Banque 


of 1983 


HE annual Pioneer Banquet was 

held May 16 at the Hotel Lincoln. 
It will go down in chapter history a 
one of the memorable occasions of ea 
body. Though the attendance figure 
of 331 did not establish a new record, 
the program and hobby show were 
both outstanding. 

In President Bruce Siever’s report on 
the state of the chapter he paid tribute 
to the activity and accomplishments of 
the several committees. The net tre- 
sult of which was a continuing and 
worth-while program throughout the 
year. With a total membership of 487, 
the chapter now is at its all time crest. 
he said. The entire gathering joined 
in a memorial to the following chapter 
members who were taken by death 


during the present fiscal year: T. C. 
Cone, C. G. Hedstrom, A. E. Holt, 
Amelia Aden, C. N. Beaver, O. L. 


Sturtevant, Stella Clark, W. M. Mou- 
den, W. T. Backus, C. W. Lamont and 
E. A. Rosker 

C. W. Helm was toastmaster. He 
introduced the Capers of 
1953” nine fine numbers of vaudeville 
type entertainment which were discov- 
ered by the social committee talent 
scouts during the year. 

The Hobby Show overflowed the 


“Pioneer 
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English and Chinese rooms and was 
the focal point of interest before the 
banquet. The hobbies of 28 Pioneer 
displayed. Probably no 
other committee, as a unit, expended 
more time and physical effort than the 
half dozen members who worked in 
arranging for these 

Lucky members 


members were 


exhibits. 
who carried off the 
Wilma McIntire, Ne- 
Irene Swan, David City; 
Connors, Lincoln. 
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door gifts were 
braska City; 


and Ralph 


Entering the panauel room. The wave 
of Pioneers extends through the hall 
to the distant mezzanine. Vic Mussel- 
man is the ticket salesman. 


Henry Zimmerman and Bert Over- 
cash look over Bud Eden’s photographic 


hobby display. 
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Claudette Helm, daughter of Claude, 
was one of the page girls who intro- 
duced the several acts. 


Ed! Riise. with Mr. ere Mrs. Ropers 
Hansen find interest in Marie Vidlock’s 
valuable antique doll collection. 


A Seward deiegation, ifs. 
Ted Hughes, Mes fin Imig 
“eins, J. Ancenmann iook 
over Ted Hughes cribeage 
board display 


i izewindens nce Swan i Ralph 
~ Connors Wilma Mintirg with 

commitcemen Isaman, hi Dowell 
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Mou ah 


' 
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Merle Markuson, Delialliicox 

Py ‘ivicah Gessner ZardaraRoss | 
Fiona Johnston watch leather 
worcilid demonstration dy 

‘ | Hharie Vidlock 

AL TS Rissens golf display ane 

Kathryn Portsche, Mire Nine. AL 

Leieilicn Tommy Hedges Tom 

Risser y irs. Joe Hartigy. 
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Personnel Office in New, Roomy Quarters 


Applicant Vera Plihal’s welcome be- 
gins as she approaches the door of the 
personel office. “Welcome,” it reads, 
“Walk In.” 


Three applicants in various stages of processing. Vera, 
left, is awaiting her turn; Marlene, center, is being inter- 
viewed by Grace Cruse, personnel secretary; Carol, right, 
has completed interview and is now preparing her applica- 
tron. 
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Walter Roberts, personnel director, is president of the 
Telephone Employees Mutual Benefit Association. He is 
shown discussing claims of its members with Howard W. 


Spahnle, TEMBA treasurer. 


The personnel 
around the hall corner to a newly renovated 
suite on the second floor at 1342 M. Its other 
members, the company library; 
Employees’ Benefit; and Co-op offices were 
included in the 


household 


found 


The modern motif abounds in the 
reception room where applicants are 
first greeted by Receptionist Tillie 


Boyd. 


them comfortably settled in 
spacious new surroundings. The ‘‘applicants” 
in the pictures are now numbered amcng our 
regular employees. Vera Plihal as_ stenog- 
rapher; Marlene Kuhl as typist; and Carol 
Drake as operator. 


department has moved 


immigration. The camera 
their 


Her own interview being over, Vera 
carefully fills out her application form 
at one of the three applicants’ desks. 


Z 
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Beyond the picture window Vera is presenting her 
application to Mrs. Cruse. Applicants with qualifications 
in current demand are taken immediately to departmental 
supervisors for final interview and employment. 


ek 


A view through another picture window finds R. H. 
Spohn, secretary, and J. L. Lyne, treasurer of employees 
Co-operative Credit Association in conference with Mrs. 
Boyd, bookkeeper. We regret the absence, at the moment, 
of A. B. Smith, association president. 
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Better Safe Chan Sorry 


An Epidemic Was Averted—But The Killer Will Strike Again! 


{‘ARLY last month a case of smallpox 

was reported near Davey, a few 
miles north of Lincoln and a few days 
later two other cases were pronounced 
by their attending physicians within 
the city itself. It was the first smallpox 
‘scare’ in this vicinity for the past 15 
years. While still far from epidemic 
proportions, an emergency program was 
set up by local health units to protect 
the community. The City Health De- 
partment alone attended the vaccina- 
tion of 13,553 city and county residents, 
and it is estimated that at least that 
many more were vaccinated by various 
physicians about town. With no new 
cases reported at this writing it seems 
that we may hope that the dread dis- 
ease was stamped out before it had a 
chance to gain momentum. 


Our telephone group is to be con- 
gratulated in recognizing the danger 
that attends an impending outbreak of 
smallpox such as we have just experi- 
enced. It was a busy week for us here 
at the office when we adopted assembly 
line methods to give vaccinations to the 
618 employees and their family mem- 
bers who filed through. Whatever dis- 
comfort may have resulted from this 
experience, the employees should find 
compensation in the knowledge that 
they thus performed an important part 
in heading off the progress of the out- 


break, 


Smallpox is one of the most con- 
tagious and feared diseases known to 
mankind. It has come down from the 
dawn of history, often appearing in 
devastating epidemics that carried off 
whole tribes of primitive peoples and 
swept through vast armies with crip- 
pling effect. It was one of the plagues 
of the dark and 
middle ages. Its 
ravages were heav- 
ily felt by early 
settlers of America 
and by the Indian 
population. The 
pioneers of a cen: 
tury ago feared it 
more than all oth- 
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By L. E. FINNEY, M. D. 


COMPANY PHYSICIAN 


During the threatened outbreak of small- 
pox, vaccinations were provided by the com- 
pany for Lincoln employees and members of 
their immediate family who desired it. Here 
Dr. Finney and staff are processing a group 
composed of H. Brady, K. J. Boshart, Kathryn 
Portsche, Joan Moorberg and K. L. Lawson. 


er hardships. The disease is generally 
communicated through direct contact 
with infected persons, bedding, cloth- 
ing and the like. It is more prevalent 
in winter months when people are more 
closely confined. 

Smallpox spares none, for tiny babies 
—even fetus in the womb—and persons 
of great age are alike susceptible to it. 
The symptoms which appear about 12 
days after exposure include pains in the 
back, limbs and head; severe chill and 
nausea; with body temperature rising 
to 103 or higher. The backache is 
very severe. In about three days small 
red pimples appear on the face and 
wrists, spreading rapidly to other parts 
of the body. At first they feel like 
bits of shot, but in a few days they fill 
with matter and a depression appears in 
the middle of each. The body tempera- 
ture, meanwhile, falls to nearly norma! 
until the seventh or eighth day when 
the eruption becomes pustular and the 
temperature again is high and remains 
so until the pustules dry up, usually 
leaving scars on the face and body. 
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We are protected from this old, ter- 
rible, disfiguring plague by a wonderful 
vaccine whose value was first made 
known in a paper published in 1798 
by Edward Jenner, an English physi- 
cian, who noticed that milk maids who 
contracted cow pox from the animals 
they attended, seemed immune to small 
pox in its frequent appearances in the 
community. In his experiments he 
found he could transmit this apparent 
immunity to others by scratching their 
arms and inducing into the wound the 
pus from an udder lesion of an infected 
cow. The method of producing vac- 
cine has been greatly refined under 
scientific methods though the prin- 
ciple discovered by Jenner is essentially 
the same. 

We know today that the apparent 
immunity is actually an opposing force 
or antibody and that its effectiveness 
declines with the passage of time. Mod- 
ern physicians usually recommend a 
first vaccination during the first year 
of a baby’s life, along with the im- 
munization injections for whooping 
cough, tetanus and diphtheria. A boost- 
er vaccination should be given the child 
before entrance to school, and then at 
intervals of at least three years through 
life to maintain absolute immunity. The 
average person with an ancient vaccina- 
tion, even though it was a good “take” 
carries little immunity to the disease. 

We know, too, that should we stop 
all vaccination, even for a few years, 
smallpox would return to disfigure or 
kill hundreds of thousands every year. 

I'm glad we all had a part in im: 
nunizing a large number of our people 
and again, it is better to be safe than 


sorry. 
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They‘re ail tele- 
phone employees 
waiting for their vac- 
cinations at the door 
of Dr. Finney’s of- 
fice on the afternoon 
of May 5. 


It seems the ladies 
didn’t want to be 
first. 


Retirement of Wauneta Child 
HE retirement from active service 
of Wauneta L. Child, service as- 

sistant, Fairbury, has been announced 

by the Employees Benefit Committee. 

Mrs. Child, in Feb- 

ruary, completed a 

guarter century of 

telephone service all 
of which was ac- 
cumulated at the 


Fairbury | switch- 
board. 
Mrs. Child was 


employed February 
16, 1928, as student 
operator and four 
months later was advanced to toll op- 
erator. She received various classifica- 
tion changes during the course of years 
and on November 24, 1947, was ap- 
pointed A & L supervisor. Her title as 
service assistant dates from August 1, 
1950. 

On her retirement her co-workers at 
the Fairbury office presented Mrs. 
Child with a Betty Crocker iron and a 
colored aluminum water set. Mrs. 
Child’s plans, beyond the immediate 
future, are indefinite. For the present 
she will continue residence in Fairbury. 


Wauneta Child 


Earl Rosker Dies in California 


ORD from California recounts the 

death of Earl A. Rosker at an Al- 
hambra hospital on May 13. Mr. Rosker 
was formerly wire chief at Wymore 
and testman in Lin- 
coln. His employ- 
ment in the indus- 


&, try, however, ex- 
: d 


yom 
tended back to 1901 


when, as a boy of 
16, he was em- 
ployed by the local 
Bell company at his 
home town of West 


a 
f 
# 
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Point, Nebraska. 
Earl Rosker Shortly — afterward 
he was sent to Omaha to receive train- 


ing in switchboard installation work. 
Some years were spent at Grand Island, 
Norfolk and Fremont before his recall 
to Omaha as PBX troubleman. While 
there he had a hand in installing the 
Harney, Webster and Douglas ex- 
changes of that city. Later he was 
manager for the Bell at Tekamah and 


West Point, before joining our com- 


ae 


It has been a long time between 
meetings for a club composed of former 
Lincoln toll operators. Before their 
marriage, all members of the group 
were employed as operators for the 
Lincoln Telephone Company. Four of 
them began work in 1907; the others 
soon afterward. The picture above was 
taken at their meeting of October 1, 
1931. Front row from left: Dena Baker 
Duncan, Carrie Rasmussen Brown, 
Merna McCarthy Lorey, Grace Carr 
Tefft, Gladys Baker Cunningham and 
Hazel Hageman Hasse. Standing: Vella 
Short Hassler, Mabel Calhoun Fink, 
Marie Breiner Graves, Olive Moreland 
Priest and Colora Hale Keckler. 

On May 15, 1953, the members held 
their second meeting and are shown in 
the picture at right. Front row: Dena 
Baker Duncan, Carrie Rasmussen 
Brown and Grace Carr Tefft. Second 
row: Mabel Calhoun Fink and Colora 
Hale Keckler. Third row: Grace Short 
Thorne and Vella Short Hassler. 

The gathering, held at the home of 
Mrs. Keckler, was in honor of Mrs. 
Fink, then on a visit from California. 
Two of the original group have since 
been taken by death. Three others— 
Olive Priest, Hazel Hasse and Merna 


A Get-Together of Operators of Long A 


go 


Lorey—were unable to attend. How- 
ever a new member was initiated. She 
is Mrs. Hugh Thorne, sister of Mrs. 


Hassler. The husbands of Mesdames 
Hassler, Keckler and Tefft are very 
well known in LT&T circles. 


pany as wire chief at Wymore in July 
1916. He held this position for the fol- 
lowing 18 years. 

He came to Lincoln as testboardman 
in June 1934, and remained in the Lin- 
coln plant department until illness 
forced him to relinquish his active duties 
in the early summer of 1948. At his 
transfer to the pension payroll in June 
1949, Earl’s 48-year service record was 
one of the longest ever to have been 
completed by an LT&T employee. 

Mr. Rosker was affiliated with both 


the Casper E. Yost and Frank H. 


Woods chapters of telephone pioneer 


associations. 
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traffic de 


Lois Houtz of the Auburn 
partment became the bride of George Kuper 
on April 17 at the Christian Church Parson- 
age in Auburn. Mrs. Kuper has resigned her 
position with the company. 

The marriage of Kay Sale of the Hastings 
traffic department and Glen Krueger took 
place on May 10 at the Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Blue Hill. 


i 


Grace Hewit, Former 


Dunbar C.O., Dies 
RIVATE funeral services were held 
at Nebraska City on May 28 for 
Mrs. Grace Casper Hewit, for many 
years chief operator for the company 
at Dunbar. Mrs. 
Hewit died May 
25 after an illness of 
several months. She 
had lived at Nebras- 
ka City since Aug- 
ust, 1948, when her 
health first failed. 
Born at Johnson, 
Nebraska, Novem- 
ber 3, 1895, Mrs. 
Hewit was the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John J. Cas- 
per. She married Velsa T. Hewit in 
May, 1935. Mr. Hewit died a few 
months later. Her entire period of 
employment with LT&T, from January, 
1938, to September, 1949, was as chief 
operator-cashier at Dunbar. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, a 
sister and three brothers. 


Grace Hewit 


Johnson Named 


Exchange Manager 
RAYMonp L. JOHNSON, of Te- 


cumsech, has been appointed ex- 
change manager for the Cook and Burr 
Announcement of the ap- 
pointment was made 
in the local news- 
papers by Tyler 
Ryan, area manager 
at Tecumseh, who 
stated that a closer 
coordination of the 
plant 


exchanges. 


company’s 
and commercial ac- 
tivities would be 
provided at these 
‘owns through the 
establishment of a resident manager. 
Through this arrangement, Mr. Ryan 
asserted, more prompt attention could 
be given to installations, repair work 
and other subscriber requests. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, with their 
three children, will establish residence 
in Cook. Mr. Johnson has been em- 
ployed as a combinationman for the 
Tecumseh Area since 1945. He is a 
member of Hamlin Lodge, 1.0.0.F. at 
Tecumseh. 


R. L. Johnson 


NEWS FROM DOWN OUR ALLEY 


The high trio in the individual averages for the season were Howard Spahnle, left, 172; 
Lenny Lauesen, center, 170, and Clem Bottorff, riqht, 168. They led the field of 58 regulars 
by a comfortable margin. 


‘Graces! bowlers at Lincoln 

brought their season to a close on 
May 20, as they combined the final 
scheduled games with a round-robin 
tournament for the prize high handi- 
cap score. Bob Blahnik, of A. E. In- 
stallers copped first place in the one- 
night tournament with a 550+146 ef- 
fort and a total of 696. Jack Caldwell 
was close behind with 594+96=690, 


while Messrs. McDowell, Spahnle, 
Esler and Stall also finished in the 
money. 


General Commercial came through 
handily in regular season play. Never 
worse than third in the team standings 
during the year, the G. C.’s began a 
drive in late February, tumbled Ac’ 
counting out of first place in early 
March and were never headed. Busi’ 
ness Office was second in the final 
rankings, with A. E. Installers, Ac- 


counting, Shop-Supply, Outside Serv- 
ice, Switchroom and Engineering com- 
pleting the list of teams. 


Howard Spahnle was high in indi 
vidual averages, as he has been down 
through the years with monotonous 
regularity. His average of 172 nosed 
out Lenny Lauesen of A. E. by two 
points. Following these two were Clem 
Bottorff, Chet Harp, Phil Garvey, John 
Backstrom, Chris Lyberis, Jack Cald- 
well, Ken Lawson and George Walroth, 
in that order. 


High games were rolled by Spahnle 
with 255 and 244, and by Bud Ottnat 
with 244. The high three for series 
totals were Spahnle with 643, Lyberis 
with 608, and Lauesen with 605. Harry 
Gore was the only bowler to roll all 
105 games which comprised the season’s 
total. 


The General Commercials came in first amonq the eicht teams of the leaque. Left to 
right, seated: Ken Lawson, Ken Boshart, George Walroth, Lee Schlentz and Ot Gorman. 


Standing: Howard Spahnle, captain, and Joe Hartley. 
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John Reed 


Grace Cruse 


New Associate Editors 
HE appointment of John S. Reed 


and Grace Cruse as associate editors 
brings the reporting staff of the News 
to full strength. John is to represent 
the general plant employees and write 
a monthly summary of their trials and 
activities. His first efforts in this as- 
signment appeared in the May issue. 
Mr. Reed is no stranger to printer’s ink. 
being a regular contributor as a writer 
on plant subjects in one of the national 
telephone magazines. He was employed 
in the general shop in January, 1930, 
came to the general plant department 
in 1944, and now holds the position of 
plant methods supervisor. 

Mrs. Cruse will report the news of 
members of the executive offices and 
the personnel department. While her 
bailiwick is a small one, Grace has a 
nose for news and should be a natura] 
for the job. She came to us as person- 
nel secretary in September, 1951, and 
her interesting personal history includes 
such highlights as being born in Scot- 
land. educated in England, married in 
Puerto Rico, and lastly, resident of Lin- 
coln, where Mr. Cruse is busily at work 
on his Ph.D. at the University of 
Nebraska. 


LT&T Presents Its Case 


N five days of testimony beginning 
May 12, representatives of LT&/T 
appeared before the State Railway 
Commission in support of the com- 
pany’s request for an increase in ex- 
change and long distance rates. Our 
problem is an outgrowth of the times. 
We need more revenue to meet current 
expenses; to give a reasonable return on 
the investment in plant and equipment; 
and: to continue the financial stability 
required by investors who provide the 
money for development and expansion 
of the business. 

As President Thomas C. Woods 
pointed out at the time the amended 
application was filed last March, we 
have not had a rate increase in more 
than three years. “We have withheld 
our filing as long as possible,” he said, 
“but costs of doing business have gone 
up to the point where we have no 
alternative.” 

Merle M. Hale, vice-president, intro- 
duced the company’s case at the hearing 
by reporting a steady decline in earn- 
ings since early in 1952. The rate of 
return, by the year’s end, had dropped 
to 4.3%; less than the rate of return 
before the present rates became effec- 
tive in 1949, 

Next on the stand was C. C. Donley, 
chief engineer, who testified that esti- 
mate requirements for net plant addi- 
tions would call for more than $3 mil- 
lion in 1953 and over $2 million in 
1954. He spoke of the company’s de- 
preciation reserve, explaining that 
money accrued annually to replace 
equipment retired from service in recent 
years was not sufficient to meet the 
higher costs of the new equipment. 

J. W. Wopat, consulting engineer of 
Wilmington, Delaware, outlined the 
formula for evaluation of present plant 
and facilities used in determining rate 
structures, 

The fourth witness for the company 
was K. L. Lawson who presented the 
schedule of present and proposed rates 
for principal classes of service. Mr. 
Lawson pointed out that the value of 
service has changed materially in re- 
cent years at many exchanges as a 
result of complete plant rehabilitation 
and by conversion to dial service; and 
at a large majority of the company’s 
exchanges because of the growth in 
number of subscribers. 

I. J. Devoe, general auditor, presented 
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studies to show the effect of continued 
Operation under present rates com- 
pared to those proposed in the appli- 
cation. He predicted a current annual 
return of only 3.9 per cent on the book 
cost of the property, less depreciation 
reserve, under the present rate structure. 

H. W. Potter, secretary-treasurer, 
was the final company witness. He tes- 
tified that in 1952 the company ob- 
tained $2,750,000 in additional funds 
through sale of its stocks and bonds. 
By October this had already been used 
and the company was forced to start 
borrowing from banks. To date $1,260,- 
000 has already been borrowed and an 
additional $500,000 will be required by 
July, of this year, to take care of bills 
for new telephone equipment on order. 
William I. Aitken represented the com- 
pany as counsel. 

The application was opposed by sev- 
eral groups, mainly representing county 
farmers’ organizations. All company 
witnesses were closely cross examined 
by attorneys of the opposition. The 
hearing was completed Saturday, May 
16, and the Commission now has the 
case under their consideration. 


The Man on the Cover 


WINGING out on a lofty perch at 

Hebron on the morning after the 
tornado, Albert D. Miller, splicer, rides 
his cable car along the messenger 
strand, checking the 
cable sheath for 
damage from _ par- 
ticles of glass, stone, 
wood and metal 
which were hur- 
tling through the 
air with the speed 
of bullets a few 
hours before. The 
wind still blew at a 
gale as Al inched 
along on his tour of inspection. The 
cable contained the toll circuits which 
formed the vital link with the outside 
world. Mr. Miller has been with us 
since 1945. His first two years were 
spent in learning the trade. He ad- 
vanced to cable splicer in June, 1947. 


IN NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE 
Another story of outdoor life, this one by 
Buck Isaman, about the employee marksmen 
who beat the high cost of shooting by load- 
ing their own cartridges. Also an introduc 
tion to the new “WH” long distance call 


method. 


ot 
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Clyde Pierce Closes 


Telephone Career 


HE transfer of Clyde H. Pierce to 

the service pension rolls was an- 
nounced on May 18 by the Employees 
Benefit Committee. This action fol- 
lows the lapse of a 
year in which Mr. 
Pierce has been un- 
able to return to his 
work because of ill 
health. Clyde has 
sold his Lincoln 
properties and tak- 
en up residence on 
the west coast 
where he is now at 
home at 2936 Cali- 
fornia Avenue, Carmichael, California. 
At last report his health was showing 
improvement and he was busily en- 
gaged in his old hobbies of gardening, 
flower raising and home repairing. 


C. H. Pierce 


Clyde was a construction truck driv- 
er during most of the 34 years of his 
employment. He drove for the D. R. 
Smith crew for almost twenty of those 
years and was skillful as they come in 
snaking the huge trucks and trailers 
into exact position for the job at hand. 
His service record began in April 1919 


Corporal Wayne Higgins, left, and PFC Lyle Higgins, right, are the only pair of employee 
brothers now in military service. Both are stationed in Germany and are less than a hundred 
miles apart. Wayne is from the Lincoln plant department and Lvle was a splicer’s helper in 


the construction department. 


as truck driver for the Lincoln district 
foreman. In 1922 he became a ground- 
man, but after a few months he was 
back in the cab of the truck and re- 
mained in this chosen field during the 
balance of his career. 


May Walker Dies at Fairmont 
\ AY CATHERINE WALKER, for- 


mer night operator at Fairmont, 
passed away at her home in that city 
on May 25 at the age of 82 years. Mrs. 
Walker moved to York County at an 
early age and was married to James 
F. Walker in 1892. After her husband's 
death in 1906 Mrs. Walker established 
her residence in Fairmont and in 1908 
was employed for a few months as 
operator for the Nebraska Bell Com- 
pany. She accepted other employment 
for two years, but returned in July, 
1910, to begin a 24-year service span 
as night operator. During this time she 
was absent only once. She retired in 
August, 1934. 


Mrs. Walker was interested in church 
and civic work and was an active mem- 
ber of both the Royal Neighbors and 
Rebekah lodges. Survivors include a 
daughter and brother. Interment was 
in the Fairmont cemetery. 
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Employees Meet 
the Bloodmobile 


HE hats of a nation are off to a 

certain group of our telephone 
people. Hats of many shapes and 
sizes, from the steel helmet of a wound- 
ed soldier to a 
child’s beanie, with 
its upright propeller 
scarcely turning in 
the quiet air of the 
polio ward. We 
think you would 
like to learn the 
names of _ those 
among you who 
met the Red Cross 
bloodmobile on its 
appearance in Lincoln April 28 and 29. 
Giving their “priceless, painless gift” at 
that time were Virginia Anderson, Ger- 
ald Carter, J. J. Eisenbarth, F. D. Ham- 
ilton, Eugene V. Hiatt, Hazel Higgins. 
Ernest E. Johnson, J. A. Krhounek, 
Donald E. Nelson, Hazel Nichols, Flor- 
ence E. Scheidt, Marilyn Joe Scoville, 
Helen M. Shelquist, Roland Wart, 
Marcia V. Watson and W. Weygint. 

Also present with rolled up sleeves 
but excused at this visit of the blood- 
mobile were Ethel B. Crosier, Kather- 
ine Cole, T. G. Goldstein, Sanford H. 
Nelson and Thelma Wesin. 

The need for blood is continuous, 


and so is the appeal of the Red Cross 
If you wish to 


for prospective donors. 
answer the call you may still do so by 
notifying the personnel department. 


From the Headlines 

R. D. Andrews, traffic engineer, 
spoke before the Cosmopolitan Club 
at the Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, on 
May 22. He gave an illustrated talk on 
National Toll Dialing. 

K. L. Lawson, general commercial 
superintendent, was installed as prest- 
dent of the Knife and Fork Club at 
Lincoln on June 4. Mr. Lawson served 
during the past term as vice president 
and chairman of the program commit: 
tee. The club is the oldest of Lincoln's 
CIVIC groups. 

Bedric Wanek, — service 
Lincoln, won individual honors in the 
singles division of the Elks state bowling 
cournenverit at Grand Island last month. 
Bedric rolled a colossal 684 to lead the 


field of 538 entries. 


engineer, 


Mathilda Alpers 
Fairbury 
30 Years 


C. H. Bottorff 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


G. Ella Ferguson 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Margaret 
Lautenschlager 
Davenport 
10 Years 


Eva P. Armstrong 
Seward 
35 Years 


Forty-Two Years 
C. B. Meshier, Lincoln. 


Forty Years 
Frances M. Virgil, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 


Thirty-Five Yeats 
Eva P. Armstrong, Seward. 


Thirty-Four Years 
Regina T. Bethscheider, Hebron. 


Thirty-Three Years 
D. R. Culbertson, York; Frank Kuchera, 
Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
F. A. Blockwitz, Georgia M. Smith, Lin- 
Thirty-One Years 
R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 

Mathilda Alpers, Fairbury; R. A. Carlson, 

Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 

A. E. Dulin, M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, 

Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
I. J. Devoe, V. M. Simpson, Lincoln; John 


Garrels, Hebron. 


Twenty-Five Years 


C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Elizabeth M. John- 
son, Crete; Dewey Olsen, Wahoo. 


Twenty-Four Years 
E. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth; I. C. Haith, 
Humboldt; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric Wanek, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-[wo Years 
Melba G. Richards, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 


Marie Vidlock, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
E. E. Johnson, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
Beatrice G. Rohrer, Hastings. 


Twelve Years 


Wm. D. Quinn, Lincoln; Alyce L. Sharp- 
nack, Plattsmouth. 


Eleven Years 


C. A. Hansen, Barbara H. Miller, Lincoln; 
Eileen E. Robinson, Fairbury; Marcella M. 
Will, Beatrice. 


Ten Years 
G. Ella Ferguson, Dorothy C. Grafton, 
Lincoln; Clara Goodfellow, Ashland; Mar- 


garet Lautenschlager, Davenport; Helen A. 
Norwood, Seward. 


Nine Years 
Rosetta C. Habben, Hastings; D. M. Hob- 
son, Shirley M. Snyder, Lincoln; Evelyn M. 
Menke, Beatrice; Mary M. Ross, Nebraska 
City. 
Eight Years 


R. E. Chamberlain, Velda M. Williams, 
Lincoln; Erma J. Keenan, Superior; Irene E. 
Utecht, Hastings. 


Seven Years 


Alice B. Haddox, Auburn. 


Six Years 


June T. Carman, Beatrice; W. K. Elliste, 
Webraska City; David Guthrie, Theresa 
Peters, M. ©. Schneider, Lincoln; Aurilla 
Patterson, Gresham; Coralee P. Utecht, 
Hastings. 

Five Years 

Chester Byard, Syracuse; Clarice M. Fuller, 
Beatrice; Barbara A. McCord, Hastings: 
Frances L. Marolf, Hebron; John N. Moore, 
Maxine L. Pointer, James H. Tice, J. W. 
Hartz, Lincoln; Doris M. Peterson, Auburn. 
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R. A. Carlson 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Dewey Olsen 
Wahoo 
25 Years 


Dorothy C. Grafton 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


4 


Helen Norwood 
Seward 
10 Years 


TORNADO— (Cont. from Page 2) 


in working order and lights soon ap- 
peared at the telephone office. 

Tommy Longdon drove over from 
Fairbury. The beam of his flashlight 
disclosed how nearly the town came to 
being cut off from the world. Not far 
from the office the cable which shel- 
tered the four working circuits had 
been pulled almost in two. It wasn’t 
easy to find the oil cloth and materials 
that “Heinie” Taedter used in making 
the temporary sleeve before moisture 
could seep in. 

By one in the morning, A. W. Hol- 
comb, construction superintendent and 
Gust Foster were in Hebron. Not long 
afterward they were routing sleepy 
foremen out of bed with their long 
distance calls. Before daybreak trucks 
and men were on their way. By mid- 
morning the town and the highway to 
the north were swarming with mem- 
bers of the craft. 

It was Mother’s Day and let us take 
this opportunity to tender an orchid 
to those wives and mothers of tele- 
phone men whose plans for the day 
were set aside as their men left for 
Hebron. 

The American Red Cross set up an 
emergency headquarters in Manager 
Wellman’s office and townspeople 
flocked to the building to make use of 
the only telephone service in town. 
Calls were received from anxious rela- 
tions in Korea, Germany, Africa and 
dozens of far off places. Later a drop 
was strung from the switchboard to a 
card table in front of the Mayor’s hard- 
ware store and Mayor Hawkins made 
good use of the installation in perform- 
ing his outstanding job during the time 
of Hebron’s great need. 

There was considerable concern as 
to the whereabouts of Kathryn Kutlas, 
whose rented apartment was badly 
damaged, until is was learned she had 
been out of town during the storm. 
Jim Hatfield lost the roof of his home 
and many of his possessions. Tommy 
Hedges’ truck was parked in a Hebron 
garage and was struck by a ceiling 
beam, but it was in use next day. 
Tommy and his crew were not in town. 

There were no conscious heroics in 
the restoration of service. Ernie Well- 
man explains his forty sleepless hours 


Promotions and (randsfers 


Wilma Drake 


Dorothe Keller 


Juanita G. Waring 


Service Assi. Service Asst. Service Asst. 
Lincoln Lincoln Fairbury 
Commercial combinationman, Osceola. 

Rosemary P. Francke, clerk to teller, Lincoln. Traffic 
Plant Wilma Drake, operator to service assistant, 


Ronald L. Cotton, janitor to routineman, 
COE, Lincoln. 

Harvey Gesch, groundman to splicer’s helper, 
Lincoln. 

J. W. Landerberger, groundman to lineman, 
York. 

Earl W. Moats, janitor to routineman, COE, 
Lincoln. 

M. L. Pilfold, driver-lineman, Lincoln, to 


Lincoln. 

Louann E. Engelbrecht, operator to service 
assistant, Syracuse. 

Dorothe Keller, operator to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 

Anna Mohlman, operator, Lincoln to Has- 
tings. 

Juanita G. Waring, operator to service 
assistant, Fairbury. 


by insisting that he didn’t feel tired. 
The construction crews of Hedges, 
Piper, Hibbert, Shirey and Lorin Lyons, 
subbing for George Wasson, were there 
as were the splicing teams of Miller, 
Mills, Nickell, Williams, Bossung, 
Frankforter and Keough together with 
combinationmen for areas around, all 
working through the daylight hours 
in restoring service. Logistics, the sci- 
ence of getting the needed materials to 
the proper place, was drawn to a fine 
point by the plant department. Early 
Sunday morning a new pole was lying 
beside each broken pole on the way 
into Hebron. Into the disaster area 
came more than 10,000 feet of new 
cable, 40,000 feet of drop wire, 120 
new poles, 30 miles of copper and 20 
miles of iron wire. It was a big job. 
It was a job well done on the part of 
everyone. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Se ae ee ee ee 

Mrs. A. N. Kellogg, mother of Virginia 
Anderson of the Lincoln commercial depart- 
ment, passed away in Marine City, Michigan, 
on May 1. Funeral services were held in 
Marine City. 

Mrs. Selma M. Linden, mother of Alfred 
E. Linden of the supply department, died in 
Lincoln on May 17. Funeral services were 
held May 20 in Lincoln. 
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Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Hibbert are the par- 
ents of a baby girl, Lhonda Rae, born May 5. 
Papa Ron is an employee of the Lincoln 
service department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom Swedlund are the 
parents of a baby girl. Mrs. Swedlund is on 
leave of absence from the Hastings traffic 
department. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 


May: 

Primary Members: Veltha Poggemeyer, 
Nebraska City Traffic, $14.75; Myrtle Smith, 
Carleton Traffic, $10.00; Marlys A. Fitzke, 
Hastings Commercial, $11.00; W. H. Ames, 
Lincoln Pensioner, $326.00; Della Wilcox, Lin- 
coln Traffic, $14.00; Laura Baker, Lincoln 
Commercial, $56.30; A. E. Dulin, Lincoln 
Service, $10.00; Reuben Schreiber, Lincoln 
Plant, $150.00; Earl Rosker, Lincoln Pensioner, 
$221.00; A. H, Seamark, Lincoln Construction, 
$109.00; Laurence Connealy, Iincoln Account- 
ing, $10.00; Viola C. Dunn, Fairbury Traffic, 
$10.00; W. F. Grant, Lincoln Supply, $51.50; 
Arthur L. Higgins, Lincoln Construction, 
$10.00; Robert M. Green, Lincoln Service, 
$31.00; Velma Garlock, York Traffic, $272.00; 
A. O. Andrews, Lincoln Engineering, $40.00. 

Dependents: Allen Lamberson, Lincoln, 
$64.39; Shiela Zimmerman, Lincoln, $22.50; 
Mrs. H. M. Studier, Lincoln, $7.50; Edis Marie 
Flowerday, Hastings, $5.63; Mrs. Paul M. 
Henson, Lincoln, $36.90; Rhonda Hibbert, Lin- 
coln, $13.31; Mrs. Wesley Hayes, Lincoln, 
$196.75; Mrs. A. J. Cox, Lincoln, $241.50; 
Frank DeBord, Fairbury, $3.75. 
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Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Irene Swan and Camilla Selzer attended 
the Pioneer party in Lincoln. Miss Swan 
was the winner of the door prize. To make 
it a “lost week end” they left right after 
the party in Lincoln for Harrold, South 
Dakota, to spend a few days visiting rela- 
tives of Miss Swan. . . . Phyllis Lukassen 
is spending her vacation visiting relatives 
in Kansas and Oklahoma. ... Janet Moser 
and Elsie Muller, who have been part-time 
operators during school, will be on full- 
time after this week. .. . Bowling and fish- 
ing seem to be the pastime of the oper- 
ators. No one seems to be having much 
luck at either one but having a good time 
doing it at least. ... Mr. and Mrs. Vern 
Campbell are enjoying visits by their 
daughter from California and their son 
from Texas. 

Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Correspondent 


Margaret Poggemeyer, a former operator, 
visited the office. She and her husband 
are moving to Mountain View, Missouri, 
where he will be a Recruiting Officer. ... 
The Tacketts spent Arbor Day with rela- 
tives in Iowa. . . . Lillian Bader, Kathryn 
Owens, Ethyl Armstrong, Wilma McIntyre, 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Letellier, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ivan Livingston and Deroy Helfer attended 
the Pioneer banquet in Lincoln, May 16. 
Wilma McIntyre was the lucky one. She 
received one of the door prizes. They re- 
ported they had a nice visit with Mr. Rup- 
pel, a former employee here. . .. Mary 
Watkins, Betty Christensen and Edna Kom- 
ma are quite the proud parents. Their boys, 
who are taking dancing lessons, were cho- 
sen to be in a dancing contest to be held 
in the Memorial Buiiding. We can 
proudly boast of some good bowlers from 
the traffic department. Dorothy Waters 
and Snooks Steckleys team took top honors 
in one league, and Shirley Gruber’s team 
won top honors in the other league. Con- 
gratulations, girls! . . . Mrs. Steckley and 
Mrs. Komma were among the parents who 
took car loads of children to the Shrine 
Circus in Lincoln on Nebraska City Day. 
_,, Carolyn Brehm was a bridesmaid at her 
girl friend’s wedding May 23. Be careful, 
Carolyn, it might be catching. ... Mrs. 
Christensen and Beverly Cooper are among 
the lucky ones enjoying vacations this 
month. . . . Vera Orton, commercial clerk, 
is on a leave of absence. She was replaced 
by Wanda Carman, a former chief operator 
at Tecumseh. Welcome to the office, 
Wanda. ... Ethyl Armstrong had quite an 
accident on the way to work recently. She 


Personalities Jn The News 
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fell and broke her arm. We hope she gets 
along just fine. 
Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Ernst celebrated their 
25th wedding anniversary May 25. Mr. 
and Mrs. R. C. Humiston and Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Tritsch joined them for dinner in 
Omaha and had a very enjoyable evening. 

. Vacation time is here again—Darrell 
Mather has started the ball rolling, spend- 
ing most of his vacation around home... . 
Visitors at the Plattsmouth office this 
month were Messrs. Cruickshank, Piper, 
Keith, Cleveland and Walker and Myra 
Metcalf. ... A safety film was shown to 
the plant department by Lloyd Jenkins. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Walter Tritsch spent the 
week end in Kansas City visiting their son 
and nephew. ... Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Humis- 
ton spent Memorial week end in Republic, 
Kansas, with the parents of Mrs. Humiston. 


Wahoo Area 

Leona Larsen and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 

Dorothy Luehrs spent a week end in her 
home town of Long Pine visiting friends 
and relatives. Ethel Daharsh, Inez 
Olsen and her husband, Mary Beaty and 
Mae Meduna were a few of the Pioneers 
to attend the Pioneer dinner in Lincoln. 
. . . Hazel Hagenbuck spent Saturday eve- 
ning and Sunday in Monroe visiting rela- 
tives. . . . Mildred Lanik was the first 
vacationer in our department. She is spend- 
ing her time in Omaha with her parents 
just taking life easy. ... Helma Kempf was 
honored with a birthday party which many 
of her new friends attended. She received 
many lovely gifts. Helma is originally from 
Germany and is awaiting her husband’s ar- 
rival from Korea, where he is now serving 
with the armed forces. ... Bernice Roberson 
and her eight-month-old daughter are all 


ie, _ accra. 
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smiles because her husband and Kathy’s 
daddy, whom she has never seen, is on his 
way home from Korea where he has served 
fourteen months with the U. S. Army.... 
Yvonne Ockander, a new gal in our Office, 
spent a couple of days in Hastings visiting 
friends. ... Mrs. Vera Anderson, a former 
“Hello Gal,” was a recent visitor. She is 
now making her home in Minneapolis, Min- 
nesota. . . . Melvin Sorenson was the first 
vacationer in the plant department. He 
spent his two weeks in Florida—swimming 
in the ocean and sightseeing. Now he needs 
another week to rest up. 


Paula Otte, 

Associate Editor 

Auburn “rea 

Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 
We welcome Earnest Rumbaugh back to 
the plant department and also two new 
operators in the traffic department, Roberta 
Rademacher and JoAnn Coatney. ... The 
first lucky girls to receive vacations this 
summer are Janey Gerdes and June Bippes. 
We have no report yet as to how they are 
spending their vacations. Shirley Stock was 
planning a trip to Indiana but sickness post- 
poned this vacation. ... Wilma James and 
Joan McIninch went to Omaha with Nadine 
Lampe to see her off to California where 
she will join her husband. Marjorie 
Wilhelms and son, Rodney, visited the 
Auburn office recently. ... June Vanarsdall 
has been busy attending bowling tourna- 
ments in Lincoln and Omaha. She says she 
watches her boy friend bowl. We think she 
is just modest about her own bowling... . 
Helen Dettmer is a new aunt. Also she has 
been enjoying her boy friend’s new Buick. 
Marilyn Coad recently attended her 


OMA AAS yh wb man's 


Who remembers the days when the drafting room was on the fifth floor of the Bankers 
Life Building? The year was 1912 and our little company was feeling its first severe growing 
Pains. A new general office building was being constructed, but until it was ready for 
Occupancy several departments were forced into temporary quarters about town. In the 
Picture are draftsmen H. J. Soderholm, Howard Jones and Ernest Dieiz. 
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Pe eereces 


Gold and Company’s new PABX at 
Lincoln was cut into service on May 
18. It exceeds many of our smaller ex- 
changes in size and in its capabilities 
for handling traffic loads. Two spa- 
cious rooms were built on the sixth 
floor to house the equipment. In the 
switchboard room, pictured at left, is 
Walter C. Stewart, service foreman, 
with Robert W. Blackford, installer- 
repairman, looking over the circuit dia- 
grams. The new A.E. three-position 


Mee vewas 


~ New 200-Line PABX Now Serves Gold and Compan 


Spook © 


board terminates 25 rotary incoming 
lines and one of its features is com- 
plete automatic ringing on all its cord 
circuits. 

The view at the right shows the 
switchroom and many of the men re- 
sponsible for the fine installation job. 
From left they are: Marvin L. Murphy 
(on floor), Frank Kuchera, Verald 
Spears, Bedric Wanek and Robert W. 
Swanson. The equipment is of the 200- 
line finder type, with 150 stations, plus 
extensions, now in service. 


al 
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In a letter addressed to M. M. Hale, 
Ralph W. Tyler, vice president of Golds, 
had this to say concerning the new tele- 
phone system: “Now that our PABX is 
installed and in operation I want to ex- 
press our appreciation to your organiza- 
tion for the fine manner in which it was 
handled. Our entire organization is most 
enthusiastic about its operation. Your 
workmen were most cooperative and 
it has been a pleasure to have worked 
with them.” 


grandfather’s funeral at Cawker City, Kan- 


sas. . . . Dorothy Biggerstaff’s niece, who 
has been staying with her, graduated this 
month. ... Marilyn Coad is a lonesome gal 


since her boy friend joined the Air Cadets. 
. . . Those families who attended the Pio- 
neer banquet at Lincoln, May 16, were 
Lloyd Oglesby, Jack Little, Myron Birdsley 
and Ivan Haith. We have heard of 
people baby sitting but Oakel Butler has 
been dog sitting the past few weeks. She 
has been taking care of a puppy for some 
friends while they are away. It seems the 
trials and tribulations of children can also 
apply to dogs. 
Beatrice Area 
Mary Buss, Correspondent 

This is the time of the year when people 
forget their cares and leave on vacations. 
Marcella O’Bryan is spending hers in Cali- 
fornia while Evelyn Menke is vacationing 
in Montana. Others to leave on their vaca- 
tions soon are June Carman, Dorothy 
Hubka, Ruth Lineweber, Dorothy Mapes, 
Alys White, Maude Willey, Joan Dike and 
Frances Schlake. Harlan Gillespie spent 
an enjoyable week visiting friends in Ar- 
kansas. . . . We welcome three new em- 
ployees—Betty Jo Burton, clerk in the 
commercial department, and Vivian Neuge- 
bauer and Joann Aikin, operators in the 
traffic department. . . The reason for the 
beam on Kathryn Widick’s face is the 
arrival of a new grandson. (Congratulations, 
Grandmother! ) 

Crete Area 
Jo Ann Renner, Correspondent 

William McOmber, wire chief, has re- 

turned to work following surgery at the 


Mayo Clinic in WJRochester, Minnesota. 
Lydia McGuire, of the traffic department, 
underwent a minor operation at the Crete 
Hospital. George Fleck spent two days at 
the hospital recovering from an infected 
throat. We are happy these employees are 
well on the way to recovery at this time. 
; Vacationing at home is Mrs. Fern 
Jacobs, of the traffic department. ; 
Helen Cudly, traffic, and Jo Ann Renner, 
cashier, were fortunate in seeing Robert 
Taylor while on his visit to Crete. 


Fairbury Area 
Madeline Hurst, Correspondent 


Charlotte Jordan spent the week end in 
Minden with her sister and family, who were 
on a visit from Los Angeles, California. 


OS 


Don Frankforter at work on a huge splice 
at Lincoln’s new equipment building. The 
exacting work of the cable splicer is a pre- 
requisite to a successful cutover though it is 
often unseen and unsung in the excitement 
of the big day. 
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Charlotte also visited with the telephone 
girls in Hebron Sunday morning. Annabelle 
Stocker’s brother, John, is visiting here 
from San Francisco, California. ... Attend- 
ing the Pioneer banquet in Lincoln Satur- 
day were Mathilda Alpers, Beryl Leslie, 
Annabelle Stocker and Mary Jackson... . 
Bertha Cerveny and folks attended the Ice 
Capades in Omaha. Dorcas Slater is 
in Lincoln at this time for a check-up at 
a clinic. Betty Shepherd has changed the 
old story about running into a door—she 
says it was a stump. Ricka Schenk 
recently won a quart of paint over a radio 
quiz program. Our newest toll oper- 
ator, Dixie Melvin, takes these abbrevia- 
tions seriously. She recently ordered “K.C. 
MO” from an intermediate point. Dixie 
visited her uncle, over the week end in 
Haxtun, Colorado. 
Tecumseh Area 


Mary Kalin Correspondent 

Cecile Morehead attended the Shrine Cir- 
cus in Lincoln and had as much fun as 
any youngster. Nancy Troeger used her 
vacation to attend the stock car races at 
Capitol Beach in Lincoln, and visiting her 
husband’s relatives in South Bend, Indiana. 
... Jim Smith was in Hebron with his wife 
visiting her parents at the time of the disas- 
trous tornado. Fortunately none of them 
were injured nor was their property damaged 
to any great extent although Jim’s car had 
been moved by the wind. Jim spent the re- 
mainder of his time in Hebron helping at 
the telephone office. . . . Goldie Drake re- 
ceived a beautiful white robe and pajama 
set from her husband, Morris, who is in 


Japan. Mother’s Day visitors at Hilda Ram- 
sey’s house were Mr. and Mrs. John Lang 
and daughters, Mrs. Oscar Somerhalder and 
Howard, and Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Bartels. 
They were visiting Hilda’s mother. . . . Doro- 
thy Azena has been experiencing the discom- 
fort of sore muscles since she started weed- 
ing her garden. Mary Meister attended a 
Homecoming celebration at the Methodist 
Church recently. She brought back a big 
bouquet of flowers for the office. ... Clara 
Costello enjoyed a fish dinner at Rulo last 
week. She also enjoyed a visit from her 
sister, Katherine Borrenpohl, who was en 
route to Colorado where she and her hus- 
band will reside. ... Raymond Johnson will 
move his family to Cook, where he has been 
appointed exchange manager, as soon as 
there is a house available. .... Henri Go- 
racke attended commencement exercises at 
the Tecumseh High School this month. Her 
brother, Bud, was one of the grads. 
Norma Lee Hahn and Henri Goracke, to- 
gether with the other members of their 
bowling team, blew their winnings for the 
year on a steak dinner in Omaha as the 
way of celebrating the close of a successful 
bowling season. After dinner they took in 
a movie and then visited some friends in 
Omaha. The party didn’t break up until 
the wee hours of the morning. 
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Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 

All that glitters is not gold and as proof, 
we glance admiringly at the left hand of 
Betty Jezek and that beautiful diamond 
ring. Congratulations, gal... . Area Man- 
ager and Mrs. Crew and the W. R. Minichs 
attended the Pioneer banquet in Lincoln 
May 16. Tucking vacations away as 
a thing of the past and looking forward to 
next year’s are Maxine Stolzenburg and 
Nata Hershey. Both girls spent their vaca- 
tions hither and yonder doing this and that 
and the other thing. ... Manager Ackermann 
at Fairmont, took a week’s vacation, part of 
which he spent visiting his mother who 
was in the hospital. 

Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 

An enjoyable time is reported by Marie 
Pearson, Ruth Compton and Minnie Schlitt 
who attended the annual Pioneer banquet 
in Lincoln. Audrey Ransom, who has 
been vacationing, visited her grandparents 
in Fairfield. She also had as her house 
guest, Geraldine Paulson of Omaha. Ger- 
aldine is a former Hastings operator. 
Jolene Erickson returned to work following 
her vacation. She visited her grandmother 
at Hordville, and spent a few days in 
Omaha. Part-time operators, Shirley 
Bruntz, Donna Johnston and Kay Krueger, 
together with Janice Ransom who finished 
at mid-term, received their High School 
diplomas May 28. We are happy to 
welcome two new employees, Delores Wilder 


and Bella Jean Karr. 


Have You Met the “Roto-Rodder?” 


Old time construction men can hard- 
ly believe their eyes as they watch the 
company’s new rotary duct rodding 
machine in action. In a recent notable 
performance it augered the_ rods 
through seven blocks of conduit in a 
day’s time; an estimated three-day job 
by the old and muscular system. The 
two reels contain 800 feet of steel duct 
rods jointed at three-foot intervals. The 
machine and reels are mounted on a 


Photo by Ray Boling. 
standard pole trailer, the mounting de- 
sign being the handiwork of Weldon 
Grant, tool repair and Ivan Olson, 
garage. When not in use the machine 
can be removed and the trailer re- 
turned to its normal functions. The 
spectators in the picture, from left are: 
W. F. Combs, Glen McCown, E. D. 
Smith (partially hidden,) Ivan Olson, 
Weldon Grant, Gene Knipple and Art 
Higgins. 


Hebron Area 


Mary Boyce, Correspondent 


Hello from Hebron. Yes, we are still 
here. We may be a little tattered and torn, 
but things are looking better every day. We 
all wish to thank the Fairbury girls for their 
thoughtfulness and assure them it was 
very much appreciated. We have decided 
that there are some very good cooks work- 
ing in that office because the cakes and 
cookies were delicious. The Thayer County 
Bank also sent two large boxes of candy to 
show its appreciation. We are just com- 
plaining about one thing. Since all those 
good things were sent to the office, we are 
spoiled—we need a cafeteria now. A few 
also say they believe they have gained a 
few unwanted pounds. All kidding aside, 
we really appreciate everything very much. 

. Jessie VanTrump, of Hastings traffic, 
was here several days working in the traf- 
fic department. Also Rose Mary Hiller 
has been working in the traffic department, 
and Beverly Wright is working in the com- 
mercial department. Mrs. Hiller is a for- 
mer employee, but Miss Wright recently 
graduated from Hebron High School. It 
was nice having you girls work with us... . 
Norma Maschman, of the traffic department, 
suffered injuries in the storm. She received 
several cuts and bruises on her arm and 
hand. She is now recuperating while on 
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vacation. Our best wishes for a speedy 
recovery, Norma. ... During the days after 
the storm, we had several visitors, among 
them Mrs. Rosie James, a former operator. 

. Because of the storm, it was necessary 
for several of our employees to move. 


Stromsburg Area : 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 

Albert Andres, combinationman, Stroms- 
burg, was in Lincoln the 4th of May, on a 
combined business and pleasure trip. : 
“Rod” Blakney, “Bill” Barry and Albert 
Andres have been working at Hebron help- 
ing to get phone service in operation again. 
“Rod” Blakney received a greeting 
from Uncle Sam and reported for his phy- 
sical for induction into the Armed Services 
on May 20 at Omaha. “Rod” and his fiancee, 
Gloria Berger, York traffic, will take the 
serious step into matrimony in June. Our 
congratulations and best wishes to both of 
you. ... Marvin Piliford, who was recently 
transferred from the Lincoln construction 
department to Osceola, is getting along very 
well, and we are happy to welcome ‘Marv” 
and his family to our midst and hope they 
like working with us. ... R. E. Wait and 
family attended the baccalaureate and com- 
mencement exercises held May 17 and 19, 
respectively, at Stromsburg. Their daugh- 
ter, Nancy, is a member of the graduating 
class, and we want to wish her luck and 


success in the future. . .. Lyle Piper and 
his crew were working near Stromsburg 
recently. They moved a two mile stretch 
of heavy farm lead and also some town 
cable because of road graders. 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 

Bonnie Jensen and husband returned 
from a vacation to El Paso, Texas. They 
also journeyed to Mexico shopping and 
sight-seeing. Edith Parson spent her 
vacation at home and visiting in Lincoln. 

. Kathryn Rust, a recent bride, is spend- 
ing her vacation at home and no doubt 
keeping pretty busy. ... The welcome mat 
was recetly dusted off for Josephine Ties- 
koetter and Lesta Essinger, both of the 
Superior traffic. Mrs. Tieskoetter is now 
a regular employee, and Mrs. Essinger is 
back again following a leave of absence. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer and Mr. 
and Mrs. Mike Cassell attended the Pio- 
neer banquet in Lincoln at the Lincoln 


Hotel. ... Bob Culver and Don Firme have 
been working at Hebron the past two 
weeks. . . . We noticed that Bob Culver 


has been looking a little pale and thin 
lately. Maybe it is due to the fact that 
his wife was gone for about two weeks, vis- 
iting relatives, and attending her sister’s 
wedding in Madison, South Dakota. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 

The traffic department again takes the 
spotlight for vacations. Ferne Wilger took 
advantage of her time off to help beautify 
the yard by planting an assortment of roses, 
sweet peas and petunias. Margaret 
Underwood has been vacationing but we 
were unable to find out any of the details. 
Hope you had a fine vacation, Margaret. 
So far as we know, no definite date 

has been set for the wedding, but Lorene 
Krupicka is wearing a lovely engagement 
ring. The lucky fella is Bob Busler of York. 
It hasn’t happened yet, but by the 

time this appears in the News, Artie Gee 


and “yours truly” will have been to the 
Ozarks. We are told this is the time of 
the year to visit that particular part of the 
country. At the time of this writing, 
Sterling Nelson and Vance Embrey are 
anticipating being able to tell some pretty 
good “fish” stories after their return from 
the lakes in Minnesota. We heard some- 
one say that Alex Pauley’s attitude is some- 
thing like the story of the “fox and the 
erapes’—he says fishing isn’t any good 
up there. (Alex is staying at York to keep 
the home fires burning, could that be why?) 
. Duane Grove and his family motored 
to Minneapolis over Memorial Day week 
end. They planned to visit friends, and 
Duane said he might do a little fishing. 


epccountin’ 


Katherine Cole, 
Associate Editor 
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The holiday week end provided time for 
a little diversion from the routine kind. 
Jean Leatherman had an exciting time in 
North Platte. She was in the front row of 
spectators as James Fish, alleged murderer, 
was taken from the court house to the jail. 
Grace Hauschild and Frances Virgil vis- 
ited Frances’ sister in David City. Irene 
Stolz supervised while her husband painted 
their home. Sarah Shively visited in North 
Platte and became the owner of a schip- 
perke pup—a Belgian ratter, she explains. 
Ruth Leuschner went fishing near Milford 
and had good luck. Ethel Crosier attended 
a college commencement reception at Lib- 
erty, Mo. She also visited in Kansas City 
and brought back a Fox Terrier puppy. 
Bruce Sievers and family had a nice trip 
to Iowa and South Dakota. They visited 
several places of interest including Fort 
Randall Dam. Unfortunately one of the 
twins was badly injured in a fall. Harold 
Brady visited relatives in Clarrion, Iowa, 
end ate too much. Edna Rosane’s daugh- 
ters, one from Illinois and one from In- 
diana, visited her. Gayle Pilgrim en- 
countered 17 inches of snow in Lead, South 


One of several successful instruction groups sponsored by the Frank H. Woods Chapter 
during the current season was the Cake Decorating Class, the last meeting of which was 
held on Mav 29. Instructors were furnished by the Adult Home and Family Life department 
of the school system. All of the classes were so well attended that membership quota restric- 


tions had to be imposed. 
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Dakota, on her honeymoon. She says it is 
just a coincidence that they are living on 
Mayflower Avenue. ... Mr. Jahn is very 
busy preparing to move into a new home. 

The girls in the south office had a 
luncheon for Beverly Irons on her last day 
of employment. Dewey Nelsen is 
batching for the first time (his wife took 
a trip to California) and it is obvious that 
he doesn’t like it. Perhaps she should have 
bought him that doggie in the window... . 
Bob Ross is to be congratulated on the 
fine job he did on the hobby show at the 
annual Pioneers banquet. . . . Don Nelson 
end Mr. Bush have spent several days in 
Wahoo and Crete making audits. 
Blanche Buel is spending her vacation in 
Orange, Texas, visiting her sister and fam- 
ily. . . . A roller on Carol Nelson’s chair 
stuck as she attempted to leave her desk. 
Carol went flying through the air and came 
down with a terrific thud but no broken 
bones. . . . Everyone in the north room 
moved over a bit and made room for the 
four raters who moved up from the traffic 
dept. The walls are practically bulging now. 

Joyce Grabowski flew to Aberdeen, 
Maryland, to spend her vacation with 
friends there. ... Clara Jones enjoyed her 
vacation in Chicago. She saw Gerry Amend 
Superfine, a former employee, while there. 
Gerry wished to be remembered to her 
friends here. Irene Beights spent her 
vacation at home. ... Alise Meiers and hus- 
bend attended the Latvian Song Festival 
in Chicago. This was the 80th anniversary 
of the Festival but the first to be held in 
the U. S. About 6,000 Latvians from Can- 
eda and the U. S. attended. Alise saw 
many friends whom she hadn’t seen for 
ten years. ... New employees in the south 
office are Jane Hintz, machine operator, and 
Doneld Schwenke, clerk. Bernice Howland is 
a pert-time machine operator in printing 
service. Eileen McIntyre, machine operator, 
is a new employee in the north office. 
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B. A. Isaman 
Associate Editor 


Taking advantage of the long Memorial 
Day week end were Bob Wohlberg and 
Pep Saunders. Someone finally caught 
Wohlbere’s pet fish from in front of his 
cabin at South Bend. This inconsiderate 
act finished Bob’s fishing for the year so 
he took off for Minnesota where the fish 
are reported to be untamed and plentiful. 

Pep Saunders spent the week end 
celebrating his 25th wedding anniversary. 
Boy, what a long 25 years that must have 
been for Mrs. Saunders. Congratulations to 
both of you. ... As this is being written, 
word has been received from Cameron, Mis- 
souri, that Bud Eden flew his plane through 
a telephone lead. Results—a sprained back, 
broken pole, and a demolished plane. Here’s 


to a speedy recovery, Bud. 


Executive Offices—Personnel 


Grace Cruse, Associate Editor 


The month of May was a busy one on 
second floor. Merle M. Hale and H. W. 
Potter started off with their detailed and 
much publicized reports for the hearing 
of the rate case. Mr. Potter was also kept 
busy till dark, whenever the weather would 
permit, trying to keep his beautiful rose 
garden up to par. ... Walter F. Roberts 
and C. F. Peachman visited with Guy O. 
Seaton and, as could be expected, Mr. Sea- 
ton still retains his keen interest in all tele- 
phone people and telephone problems. He 
hopes to be down at the office one of these 
days for a visit. Fred Bettenhausen 
started the vacation ball rolling. He and 
Mrs. Bettenhausen spent one week end in 
Omaha, combining a visit to their daughter’s 
with a trip to the races. They also cele- 
brated their 35th wedding anniversary dur- 
ing this week’s vacation. Among the guests 
at the celebration was their son and his 
family from Wichita, Kansas... . Margaret 
Francis had a moving project on her hands 
during her week of leisure!! Margaret moved 
from 1631 J to 1641 J (Tower Apartments ) 
into the apartment she originally applied 
for when the building was under construc- 
tion a few years ago. This is a wonderful 
example of the virtue of patience. ... At 
last Marie Hall and husband “Bob” are 
finally sitting back and luxuriously en- 
joying their brand new home and T.V. set. 
Both have worked so hard finishing the in- 
terior decorating on their home that it is 
grand to hear they can now reap the fruits 
of their labor. . . . Tillie Boyd has really 
had that spring cleaning fever. Painting, 
Papering and making new drapes are just 
some of the chores that have gone into the 
renovating of her home... . At the time of 
writing, Mr. Hale and Mr. Roberts have 
just returned from Chicago after attending 
the U.S.I.T.A. Executives’ Conference. 


Central District Commercial 
Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 


Fried chicken, potato salad, baked beans, 
etc., sounds like a picnic, doesn’t it? Well, 
it was!! The local and general commercial 
departments had their annual spring picnic 
at Capitol Beach this year. They ate, ate 
and ate some more; rode all the rides and 
of course went to the Fun House so they 
could go down the slide and ride the saucer. 
It really was fun and everyone enjoyed it 
immensely. The committee (Donna Drozd, 
Sheila Schabacker, Thelma Anderson, John 
Machisic and Little I) did a wonderful job 
of preparing the food, if we do say so our- 
selves. . Dean Hamilton was very for- 
tunate to have Memorial Day included in 
his vacation. He and his family went to 
Chicago and quoting Dean “nothing spec- 
tacular, but fun.” ... The holiday was the 
incentive for many people to go on short 
trips so Alex Geist and his family traveled 
to Denver, Jean and Esther Baker to Fair- 
mont, Viola Fisher and husband to Kansas, 
Verna Alexander to Goehner, “Mac” Mc- 
Dowell to Omaha, Helen Shelquist to Des 
Moines, Marfae Wergin and husband went 


Smiles from everyone at the local-general 
commercial picnic. 


home to Crete, Sheila Schabacher and Bill 
attended the hot rod races in Omaha, and 
last but not least, Rosemary and Jim 
Francke went fishing at Ogallala. ... Elva 
Mares and her husband didn’t go on a 
trip but they did go fishing. The other day 
Elva was boasting about the “big fish” she 
caught and how she lost her shoes attempt- 
ing to land the fish, How big was the 
fish? Ask Elva—but I will tell you that 
she mentioned something about six inches 
while discussing the fish!!! ... The new 
face that you have seen in the office be- 
longs to Doris Ulmer, one of our new 


clerks. Doris hails from Sutton and is a 
wonderful girl. Welcome to the office, 
Doris!!!... Thelma Anderson spent a few 


days in Kansas attending the high school 
graduation of her little sister. Poor Thelma 
was so befuddled when she entered her alma 
mater she started to attend a class thinking 
she was still in high school! 


tral Dichich 
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Dorothy Miuiller, 
Associate Editor 


After the vaccinations 2veryone seems io 
be striving as well as can be expected. We 
haven’t counted heads recently, though... . 
The switchroom’s “Coffee Pot Society” will 
probably change blends Friday night when 
they have their party at the Italian Village. 
; Vern Hutchison caught four pretty 
good sized fish on the Blue River last week 
end. (Or so he says!) . . John Drake 
caught fifteen bullheads at Hickman... . 
Ivan Paddack drove to Edgar over the 
week end to see his folks. . . . Frank Nor- 
ton spends all of his spare time painting 
his house... . Norris Hammond had a week 
of his vacation and spent it working around 
the yard. Once he ventured as far as Omaha. 

. Mike Guthrie is on his vacation too. 
He is working around home and taking 
pictures. ... Art Smith spent two weeks 
of his vacation at home.... Art Lamberson 
worked around home also. ... Ronnie Hib- 
bert felt he had to get acquainted with his 
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new daughter, Lhonda Rae, so he took a 
week of his vacation. . . . Jess May also 
vacationed at home as did Elmer Dougherty. 
. . - In the fashion spotlight are Chris Ly- 
beris and Willard Sherman. They feature 
denim trousers. Willard’s are cocoa brown 
and Chris’ are sky blue. . . . Elvin Wait’s 
wife underwent surgery, but is home from 
the hospital now and we are pleased to 
hear that she is feeling much better. .. . 
Ardell, “Robbie” Robison’s wife, is also 
on the sick list. Al Dougherty and 
Elvin Wait were two of the many people 
who drove to Hebron. They insisted that 
you would have to see it to believe it. ... 
If by any chance you have heard Vaughn 
Baum speaking of four new additions in 
his household, don’t be alarmed, he was 
just referring to the four children from 
Hebron who were taking refuge in his home 
after the storm. Perry Caldwell is 
sporting a brand new ’52 yellow hard-top 
Mercury. . . . Jake Schneider is now in 
charge of “2” Office, while Del Gilmore is 
at “6” Office installing new equipment. 
Helping Del is Myrle Ifland and Bob 
Thallas. Vern Hutchison has been 
acting foreman at “3” Office since Warren 
Shuck is at “4” Office installing new equip- 
ment. With Warren are Howard Stroup 
and Ray Baldwin. ... We wish to welcome 
the following new employees to our forces: 
Theresa Kampschneider and Ruth Ahrens- 
meier as service operators, Dale Hohnstein 
in the switchroom, and Robert Kennedy, 
Lue Reuter and Orvis Wall in the cus- 
todian’s department. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Uncle Sam returned two of our fellows 
from military service this month—Jim Tice 
and Jim Selko. Tice is back as a splicer’s 
helper working with Bill Huddleston in 
Lincoln. Selko is back with Tommy Hedges’ 
gang—working out of Hastings. We're glad 
to have you back, boys. ... New employees 
this month include Don Boerrigter, Ivan 
Tyrrell and Gerald Hayes. Don is with 
“Deke” Simpson’s crew at Auburn. Ivan is 
a brother of Neil Tyrrell recently trans- 
ferred from Seward plant to the construc- 
tion department. Ivan is working with 
Simpson’s crew. Neil is with Eichenour’s 
gang, now working at Crete. Gerald is with 
Fritz’s crew doing maintenance work at 
Weeping Water. He is the son of Barney 
Hayes, construction foreman located at Ne- 
braska City. Word has it that both 


Svend Boyer and Arthur Stokes are taking 


the fatal step in June. We do not have the 
particulars but will offer our congratula- 
tions to both you fellows now and hope to 


have more information for next month’s. 
. . Lots of folks took advantage of , 


News. . 
the 3-day week end over Memorial Day 
and took trips. Dorothy Wise reports a 
very enjoyable trip to Illinois and St. Louis. 
She has a nice sunburn to show for it too. 
It was an enjoyable vacation for yours truly 
also because ALL of the construction fore- 
men remembered to make out work reports 
for the holiday. My congratulations! 


Ruth Clark, 
Associate Editor 


The ennual commercial department picnic 
was held at Capitol Beach on May 21. A 
delicious chicken dinner was served, and 
then all of us little kids took over the rides. 
We all had a very good time, but after suf- 
fering eches end pains for the next few 
deys, we have decided that “it’s later than 
we think.” ... K. L. Lawson journeyed to 
Chicago last month to attend the U.S.I.T.A. 
Spring Conference. . .. Joan Moorberg is 
making the most of her two weeks vacation 
by combining two vacations in one. She 
will fly to Dallas for a week and then take 
a motor trip through the Colorado Rockies. 
: Dorothy Bader was so enthusiastic 
about the Coronation that she got up at 
3:00 A.M. to listen to it on the radio and 
listened until it was time to leave for work 
shortly before eight. . . . The new trophy 
which adorns our office was won by our 
general commercial men in the Lincoln De- 
partment’s bowling tournament. It makes 
a nice decoration for our office and we’re 
very proud of our team. Ken Boshart 
insists it’s all because he is bowling with 
them for the first time this year. ... We 
hope we can keep the trophy around for 
another year or two. 
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J. S. Reed, 
Associate Editor 


F. E. Behm, former general plant superin- 
tendent, was in the office for a quick visit 
with his former associates May 14. He tells 
us that he and Mrs. Behm (nee Gertrude 
King, of traffic operating) had an enjoyable 
time on their recent trip through southern 
California. They are quite enthusiastic 
ebout trailer life. ... Lucy B. Lyle, former 
chief operator at Elmwood, now retired, 
visited recently in the general plent office. 
Bill Hassler, who is also on retirement from 
his position as Central District chief clerk, 
dropped in to see us, too. It is nice to see 
our good friends and we hope to have them 
here again soon. Art Keckler, plant 
training supervisor, led a discussion on 
trouble locating procedures et a one-day 
plant meeting in Beatrice May 21. This 
gathering was one of a series of spring 
meetings sponsored by the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association in selected areas through- 
out Nebraska. ... LT&T had a good repre- 
sentation et the Beatrice meeting. Among 
other telephone companies that sent plant 
men to the meeting were those at Avoce, 
Cortlend, Firth and Hickman. ... J. A. 
McKinzie, general plant superintendent, was 
in Chicego Mey 25 and 26 to attend the 
U.S.LT.A. Spring Plant Conference. 

few assignments for our C.O.E. installers 
include Ernest Barney and Bill Wolfe on 
edditicnal line equipment installations at 
Plettsmouth. Mina Jorgenson was in 
Dannebrog with her husband to visit vela- 
tives there over part of the holiday week 


%. ec 
Harry G. White, of Lincoln plant, at ease 
on a recent California visit with his daugh- 
ter-in-law, ctrandson and wife. Last month 
Harry observei his 38th service anniversary 
with the company. 


end, May 30. ... Jack White, genial con- 
tact representative from Leich Sales Cor- 
poration, who is frequently seen in the 
plant office, recently returned from a swing 
through Kansas City, Chicago, and Jeffer- 
son City, Missouri, and back home to Lin- 
coln. Mabel Bodkin, who recently 
joined the plant office force, had the mis- 
fortune to fall and break her forearm while 
roller skating. We will miss her during 
her enforced absence and wish her a speedy 
recovery. 


Francine Hillier, 
Associate Editor 


Anyone for a sunburn? We feel like the 
fifth wheel on the wagon, not having one 
of our own. ... With the three-day Mem- 
orial week end over and done with, Mary 
Bornemeier reports that she spent it, very 
enjoyably, in the Black Hills... . A great 
family reunion held the spotlight in Fair- 
bury for Pearl Bishop. . .. Mary “Fishbait” 
Pohlenz sat on the muddy banks of the 
Wabash, and, much to her embarrassment, 
she couldn’t even lose her bait. ... It’s a 
girl! Bobby Weiler is the proud new aunt 
of this department. ... Elsie Andrews told 
a sad story one day concerning “Lena,” 
their ’52 Plymouth. It seems that A. O. 
hasn’t had the nerve to take it out into the 
sunshine since last October. Elsie said she 
hes to go out every so often and look in the 
garage windows to see if it is still the same 
color as it was when they bought it. Too 
bad about these people who have nice cars 
just setting around. Bobby Weiler, 
Georgia Smith (local traffic) and the 
author have currently gone on a wrestling 
match jag, with Ronnie Etchison and Hans 
Schmidt holding the limelight. Now, it 
couldn’t be that we watch TV once in a 
while, could it? ... With several vacations 
pending, next month will officially open 
“Loafing Days” for this department. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 

We welcome the following new em- 

ployees to our department—Francis Beh- 

Maxine Finley, LaVerne’ Rudell, 
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rens, 


Cecilia Brusnahan, Eva 
Chase, Norma Dodson, Wanda ‘Tucker, 
Evelyn Watermann, Jeane Hatfield and 
Thelma Rich. ... Vacaticners include Jean 
Vybiral, Colorado; Addalene’ Christian, 
Weeping Water and Omaha; Grace Kis- 
singer, Milford; Esther Borchers, Kenesaw; 
Evelyn Koch, Alexandria; Doris Sutton, 
Maywood; Helen Pierson, Omaha; Dorothy 
Grafton, Kennetha Perry and Lillian Beker 
stayed at home. Mable Volpp vacationed 
at home and spent the time cleaning her 
apartment. . . . Mildred Kelley visited in 
Newcastle, Wyoming, on a recent week end. 
... Helen Heiser spent a few days at Grant. 
_.. Ruth and Lola Hetherington visited in 
Beatrice and Lawrence on their week ond. 
_,. Grace Kissinger is improving at a local 
hospital from surgery. . Hazel Nichols 
went to Auburn to visit. . . . Bernice Bishop 
spent the week end with her folks in Fair- 
bury. . . . Melba Richards, chief operator, 
visited at her home in Hastings... - Helen 
Railsback journeyed to Hermann, Missouri, 
for a visit. . . . One day, recently Dorothe 
Keller walked downstairs from the office 
to meet her husband for lunch. She waited 
patiently for several minutes until some- 
one told her he was waiting upstairs for her. 
How had she missed him, Dorothy puzzled. 
It finally developed that Mr. Keller had 
taken the elevator upstairs at the same 
time Dorothe walked down! . . . Marianne 
Bippes went to Kansas City over the week 
end... . Georgia Story visited in Western 
recently. . . . Dorothea Heckman went to 
Columbus to fish, and all she “caught” was 
a severe sunburn. 


Nelda Smith, 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


S/Set. H. Wayne Robinette visited at 
the warehouse during his recent trip to the 
States. He is stationed in the Azores and 
will report back there after his 21-day fur- 
lough. He was happy about his recent 
promotion to S/Sgt., and also expressed 
eratefulness for regular receipt of the Tele- 
phone News at his far away station. 
June vacations were chalked up for Joe 
Krhounek, who visited relatives in Kensas, 
end Russell Rauch, who attended a Church 
conference at Callaway, Nebraska. . . . Bill 
Knee stayed home during his time off, to 
do some loafing and local fishing with his 
son. John Moore stayed home to antertain 
compeny from the east. “Jack” Purbaugh 
stayed close at home too. .. . Sanford Nel- 
son, the lucky guy, was cruising on «he 
oceen off the east coast for two weeks 7s 
a member of the Enlisted Naval Reserve 
unit. And he traveled to and from the “job” 
by air.... The Ernie Royces have given uP 
their apartment dwelling and are now g°¢2t- 
ing friends in their newly acquired home 
at 801 Elmwood, Lincoln. . . . A hearty 
welcome is extended to our new employees. 
Stenographers D. Ruth Russell and Bunny 
J. Penton were added to our office force 
during the last of May, and G. E. “Red” 
Frazier assumed duties as a garage me- 
chenic the first of June. 
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“Ivan Doran, at Mather Field, Cali-  . | rue 
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fice, wasn't sure the operator - \ 
heard her as she called for ext- Yan 
ension SIX. So she repeated the ——> 175 BEEN 
number and soon found herself ~ NICE 
connected with extension 66. Mar- a KNOWING ~ 
aa ~ YOU,NORMA 


garet gave it another trial and, 
seeking to set the operator 
straight, she said "Listen, Mam, 
I only wanted ONE six." Ina few 
seconds she heard the musical 
voice of Howard Spahnle at exten- 
sion 16. Margaret was completely 
frustrated. She sat quietly for 
several minutes composing her 
jangled nerves before making the 
third -- and at last successful-- 
attempt. 
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Jack Mankamvyer was explaining to some of 
the boys at the Pioneer Banquet that an out 
of town car could park with immunity at the 
parking meters. He broke off suddenly as 
he glanced out the window to see a traffic 
cop attaching a ticket to his. overparked 
car. Jack gave chase, composing a good 
story as he ran, but we are sorry to report 
that it didn't do him a bit of good. The 
ticket stayed put. 


, a gts, 4:. s ong e 
heard a thunder storm approach-| 
ing one night, Joe Krhounek, general 
mshop, got out of bed to close the car 
windows. He didn't take time to dress 
Mand had just reached the car when the 
Scorrent struck. Poor Joe took shelters 
Mein the car and sat there shivering in} 
Rmhis unmentionables until at long lastj 
fugit stopped raining. 


==(0 1 CANT STAND IT ANY 
B LONGER. I'VE GOT TO 
PUSH THAT BUTTON ! * 
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“.-And then there is Bob Ross, who 
: - . bought a book of explosive matches 
For 23 years Dave Guthrie has had]! +, pass around when the boys fired 
the yen to push a mysterious but-|/ u5 after an accounting men's dinner. 
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Tillie Boyd, of Co-op, threw a box of expensive ton on the dash of his car. Hell 6 made one mistake He passed the 
plant fertilizer at a meddlesome dog in her yard. got the job done only the other | yrone book His fellow Warkere ese 
The box broke open and now Mrs. Boyd is worried day. It controlled the gadget caped jaonathad Sue. Gal was scared 
that the vegetation might get out of hand in the for squirting liquid on the wind- | into fits when he tried to light his 
supercharged spot where the contents were spilled. shield. Gun Cheshotte s 


NAW, NOTHING 
BOTHERS ME 
ANYMORE 


The after effects of the 
tornado are far reaching, 
Art Holcomb, construc- 
tion superintendent, was 
trying to relax overa 
cup of hot coffee. He 
uses sugar, which may 
have been what caused in g 
him to reach into his | (i .—=* 
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You'zE ROCKING 
THE BOAT 


» seen ster ss = oe Les Livingston, Lincoln plant; and Bill Rosenthal, general shop; were 
a. salety oe Cc ee ty on a holiday up on the Elkhorn. They had a try at rowing a Canoe up- 
them into tne cottee an stream. Both were novices, but Bill was sure Les was paddling on the 


- stir the mixture vigor- 
“S< ously. His companions 
:at the table were quite 
startled with the whole 
proceedings. 


wrong side of the boat and shouted at him to change sides. Les didn't 
quite understand, but he was willing. He got up to make his way to 
the other end of the craft when the inevitable happened. The canoe 
capsized. It didn't matter that the water was only knee deep. They 
got wet from bow to stern, 
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In his new home, Charles Meshier, central district plant manager 
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Howard Smith, chief switchman, and Velora 
Novotny, in their second floor office. 
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Dorothy Miller, in the reception 
central district plant department. 


Hugo Staley, equipment foreman, at his 
desk in the 5-exchange. 


June 17 was official moving day for 
the central district plant offices, the 
chief switchman and toll equipment 
supervisor. A few days later the camera 
found them comfortably settled in their 
new quarters at the 15th & M street 
building. Central District Plant oc: 
cupies a suite of offices in the south- 
west portion of the first floor. Nearby 
is the toll equipment supervisor's of- 
fice facing the toll terminal room. The 
chief switchman’s office on the second 
floor adjoins the spacious new switch- 
room where the equipment for the 5- 
exchange is already in service. Person- 
nel from the accounting and engineer- 
ing departments also occupy some of 


the office space on a temporary basis. 


Representing the 5-exchange switchroom 
crew are Kenneth Myhre, on ladder, and Al 


Ager, at the main frame. 
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First Permanent Residents of Lincolns New Building 


Oliver Hoffman and Ivan Paddack conduct- 
ing business as usual in their new surround- 


ings. 


Ray Clinton, maintenance inspector, and 
Claude Helm, district plani clerk, sit at Mr. 
Meshier’s right hand. 
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Perry Caldwell and Ardell Robison find 
work aplenty in the toll equipment room. 


; 
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To Nebraska City 


EBRASKA CITY boosters are still 
wondering how it all came about. 
It was no dream. for a fine new 
plant of the American Meter Company 
graces the landscape southwest of 
town. After more than two years of 
negotiation, promotion and activity, the 
public opening of the plant became an 
event of June 4 and 5. It stands as a 
monument to the character and initia- 
tive of one of the oldest towns in the 
State. 

On a pleasant day in April 1951, a 
stranger walked into the Chamber of 
Commerce office at Nebraska City and 
asked to see someone in charge. The 
timing of the visit was inopportune, 
for Dave Hallstrom, secretary-manager 
of the Chamber was out of town. He 
Was contacted at Omaha, however, and 
the two men met in the metropolis that 
night. The next day they were back in 
Nebraska City to meet with a hastily 
formed committee of prominent citt 
zens, for the stranger was Arthur H. 
Benson, vice president of the American 
Meter Company. The message he 
brought had the effect of a bomb shell. 
He told the committee that Nebraska 
City had been selected by his firm, 
after a long survey of midwestern 
towns, as the most likely prospect for 
the site of its new meter plant. 

Then followed a period of several 
months’ preliminary work. The year 
1952 saw the incorporation of Ne- 


braska City Industries in February; the 
signing of the master agreement in 
early May; and the ground breaking 
ceremonies on May 28. A local sale 
of bonds in the amount of $270,000 
was completed within 48 hours in 
June. The building was completed at a 
cost of $348,321 in February 1953 and 
on June 4 and 5 the entire countryside 
turned out for the formal public open- 
ing. The new plant contains 48,000 
feet of floor space and occupies a site 
of 12 acres. 

The history of the American Meter 
Company dates back to the earliest 


days of gas manufacture and measure- 
ment in this country. The company 
was founded in 1836 at New York 
City, forty long years before the birth 
of the telephone. Andrew Jackson was 
then President of the United States, 
and Nebraska still lay far beyond the 
western fringe of the white men’s set- 
tlements. The company has since 
grown to huge proportions as a result 
of the gas industry’s development and 
the acquisition of many other meter 
manufacturing concerns. The ten large 
plants they now operate are scattered 
throughout the country. 


LT&T representatives greet the president of the American Meter Company at the public 
opening of the plant in June. Left to right: K. L. Lawson, general commercial superin- 
tendent; M. M. Hale, vice president; William G. Hamilton, Philadelphia, president, American 


Meter Company; M. C. Walker, eastern district manager and A. M. Newens, area manager, 


Nebraska City. 
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tick Photograp 
The new meter plant at Nebraska City. Its severe, modern lines and spacious surroundings give it a startling architectural effect. 


A New Industry Comes 


<< 
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New Wings for Speech 


DAGOL 


WH Call Method 


(When You Leave Word on Your Long Distance Call) 


Mr. Smith, in a distant city 
finds this note on his desk when 
he returns to his office. His call 
for Operator 14 at Lincoln is 
answered in this instance by Mil- 
dred Whitla (above) who, in the J. 
picture at left, is preparing a Please Call Operator No. / 
new ticket from the information At aha mowton , Vb, 
Mr. Smith reads from his call 
slip. Quickly, as pictured at 
right, she dials 2-4000 and asks 
for extension 300. The connec- 
tion is made and timing of the 
call begins. It’s as simple as that. 


and tell her 


At Tei. wo 22-4000 en BOO 
a ee es 


is calling you 
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When the call is completed Mildred’s ticket is routed to 
the TX board where we find Donna Donovan comparing it with 
the original ticket. Essential information is transcribed from 
the old to new ticket, after which the original is nullified. 


“PEED and more speed in completing long distance 

calls! That is the answer of telephone people to the 
ever-upward trend of long distance as more and more 
Americans turn to its use for personal and business com- 
munication. 

The latest step in improving this service is the 
new WH Call Method, first known as the Oregon 
Plan. LT&T traffic folk began using WH _ phrasology 
July 1, and the complete method will be put into effect 
as rapidly as our traveling chief operators can instruct 
traffic personnel throughout the territory. 

Basically the WH method is so amazingly simple 
that many people, on being introduced to it, exclaim, 
“Why didn’t I think of that?’ 

It is used on those calls in which the called party 
cannot be reached immediately. On learning of this, the 
long distance operator at the originating office will 
say, “Please have Mr. Smith call operator 14 at Lin 
coln, Nebraska.” This is in accordance with time-honored 
practice. But now she will add “—and ask for 2-4000, ex- 
tension 300.” She will include the calling party's name 
when that information is given to her. 

The operator's number, (14) and the final phrase, 
“and ask for 2-4000, extension, 300,” are the keys which 
open the door to the WH method. When Mr. Smith is 
ready to talk on the call he gives the long distance 
operator his name and telephone number as well as the 
name of the city and number of the operator he was 
asked to call, just as he has done in the past. But now, 
at the request of the operator at the distant city, (Lin- 
coln.) he will supply the calling telephone number and 
other information that was left for him. 

The Lincoln WH operator immediately dials 2-4000 
and completes the call, meanwhile making out a new 
ticket without attempting to find the original one, which 
is presumably on file at the TX board. 

When conversation on the call is completed the new 
ticket, properly made out and timed, is routed through 
the rate-route desk to the TX board where it is matched 
with the original ticket. The latter is now scratched, or 
rendered void. 

The new practice is being introduced on a uniform 
basis because calls involve dealings with customers 
throughout the nation. The success of the plan hinges 
largely on the customer receiving the information given 
him by the distant operator, and his imparting that in- 
formation, in turn, to the WH operator when he reports 
ready to talk on the call. 
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Pioneers Elect 


Max C. Walker 


To Lead Chapter 


Max C. Walker 


Kenneth J. Boshart 


Roy A. Carlson 
Secretary 


Vice President 
N THE heaviest balloting in Chapter 


history, Pioneer members have 
elected their official family for the 
coming fiscal year. The announcement 
of the election results and a complete 
summary of the closing year’s activ- 
ities were contained in the annual re- 
port which was mailed to all members 
in late June. 

Elevated to the presidency was Max 
C. Walker, eastern district manager, 
who has been active in pioneer work 
since becoming eligible for member- 
ship a few months after the Chapter 
was formed. His background of com- 
mittee work includes many appoint- 
ments as a member of the social, his- 
torical, membership and_ fellowship 
committees. He was elected vice prest- 
dent in 1950 but declined to accept 
the tendered nomination for the prest- 
dency on completion of his term be- 
Cause of the pressure of new responsi- 
bilities. During the same year he had 
performed the added chores of chair- 
man of the social committee in an 
outstanding manner. His service dates 
from August 1926. 

Roy A. Carlson, toll terminal equip- 
ment engineer, was elected to the vice 
presidency in a very logical step from 
his former post as secretary. Mr. Carl- 
son joined the Chapter in November 


W. K. Eno 
Treasurer Exec. Comm. 


Ray S. Baldwin 


1941 and has given a constant and 
generous measure of his time to the 
work of the Chapter during the inter- 
vening years. 


Newly elected secretary is Kenneth 
J. Boshart, training supervisor of the 
general commercial department. It is 
Ken’s second appearance as a member 
of the official family, having served as 
treasurer in 1950. His telephone career 
dates from 1929 and his Chapter mem- 
bership from 1946, following his re- 
turn from overseas duty in World 
War II. 

W. K. Eno is the incoming treasurer. 
A charter member, Kent has served 
with regularity on various committees 
throughout the Chapter’s 12 year his- 
tory. He was on the executive com- 
mittee during 1949, 1950 and 1951, 
and served a term as chairman of the 
historical committee. 

Elected to the executive committee 
for three-year terms were A. Marie 
Pearson and Ray S. Baldwin. Miss 
Pearson is the popular chief operator 
at Hastings and an enthusiastic and 
regular attender of Pioneer affairs. She 
joined the Chapter in March 1943. Mr. 
Baldwin, switchman at Lincoln, receives 
a proper reward for his arduous and un- 
stinting labors on a host of committees 
since he came into the Chapter as a 


Rolland R. Winders 
Exec. Comm. 


A. Marie Pearson 
Exec. Comm. 


charter member on June 21, 1941. The 
two new members replace Howard 
Spahnle and Lillian Bader, whose 
terms on the executive committee ex- 
pired June 30. Rolland R. Winders, 
supply department, was elected to fill 
the unexpired term of Ted Ray, Beat- 
rice, who found it necessary to retire 
from the executive board after serving 
for two years. The new officials began 
their term of office on July 1. 

The annual report to the member- 
ship was outstanding in detail and 
workmanship. President Bruce Sievers 
reported an active, progressive year in 
which much was accomplished. He ad- 
monished that the Chapter would con- 
tinue to grow and prosper in direct re- 
lationship to the support it receives 
from its members. 

Despite the fact that 12 members 
were called from the Chapter rolls by 
death, the membership continued to in- 
crease, and now stands at its all time 
peak of 386. Especially significant has 
been the progress made in enlisting 
eligible prospects from organizations 
other than LT&?T, which has long 
been an ambition of the membership 
committee. Although expenses of the 
Chapter continued to rise, the treasury 
still retains a healthy balance to pass on 
to the new administration. 


They Roll Their 


- 


GOODLY and increasing number 


of our employees are turning to 
the art of hand loading or, more prop- 
erly, reloading their rifle cartridges. 
Why? For two sound reasons—first, 
because it is a distinct economy; and 
second, it is a most exact and fascinat- 
ing hobby. The accompanying pictures 
show Jim Howland, Lincoln service, 
and Jess Ellis, general shop, pursuing 
their favorite hobby. They take us 
through the various steps of reloading 
a rifle cartridge known as a 220 Swift. 
Others who have taken up this fas- 
cinating game are Howard Smith and 
his two sons Dean and Don, Jim Green, 
Wayne Childress, Kent Eno, Cliff Artz, 
John Witmer and Murph Martin. There 
are undoubtedly others, certainly a lot 
who are interested in the game. 


How does one get started in such a 
hobby, you ask. Now if you do a lot 
of shooting during the year you will 
soon find that you are indulging in an 
expensive sport as ammunition retails at 
15 to 20 cents per round. “And how 
can I do a lot of shooting during the 
year?” you ask. “There are such things 
as closed seasons, you know.” But the 
birds and animals of the predatory or 
varmint type are legal the year around, 
and these are the hand-loaders delight. 
They include the crow, certain hawks, 
the coyote, and prairie dogs, but more 
especially the crow. The black rascal is 
universal in this country and present 
throughout the year. He is probably 
No. 1 on the predatory list. 

What is required to reload a car- 
tridge? Only three components: name- 
ly, powder, primer and a bullet. One 
pound of powder costs about two dol- 
lars, primers are about $8.50 per thou- 
sand and bullets cost around three dol- 
lars per hundred. A pound of powder 
will reload around 160 cartridges so you 
can see that reloading costs in the neigh- 


Own 


Using the components shown 
here; a fired cartridge case, 
powder, bullet and primer, a 
‘group of employee riflemen find 
economy and pieasure in manu- 
facturing their own ammunition. 


An Interview with 


JAMES HOWLAND 


~ B. A. Isaman 
Associate Editor 


borhood of a nickel compared to the 
counter price of 15 or 20 cents. A case 
can be reused from ten to fifty times 
depending on the quality of the brass, 
and upon how stiff a charge of powder 
you use. This is the rosy side of the 
picture. The tools needed to use the 
components are what costs the money. 
The reloading tool is the most expen- 
sive but makes up for its cost by per- 
forming several important operations. 
With it you remove the old primer, re- 
size the cartridge case, and place a new 
primer in the case, all by one opera- 
tion of the lever. Now the case is ready 
to receive its powder charge. A pow- 
der measure is used for this operation. 
The case is given its proper charge by 
a single pull of a lever. The amount of 
powder released by the measure is 
checked periodically on the scale. This 
check is made down to 1/10th of a 
grain and there are 7,000 grains to one 
pound. Now the charged case is put 
back in the loading tool and the bullet 
is seated to the desired depth. The 
dies used in the loading tool are ma- 
chined to a very close tolerance and 
the tool itself is rugged enough to give 
pressures of a ton or more. The pre- 
cision necessary for a satisfactory load- 
ing tool explains its relatively high cost. 
To justify this cost one must fire around 
a thousand rounds per year or else go 
in with another shooter in the purchase 
of loading tools. 


This is the economic side of hand- 
loading, and is only part of the picture. 
There is also the satisfaction of coming 
up with a load that is in fact custom 
made for your particular fire arm. Com- 
mercial ammunition must be safe to fire 
in guns that are new as well as old, 
worn or ill kept ones. No two guns 
are exactly alike and, like humans, they 
react differently to different foods or 
cartridges. From this one would be led 
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to think that a little juggling of the 
components in making a cartridge would 
result in a shell that might give better 
accuracy in your gun. Your suspicions 
are correct. These handloaders are do- 
ing just that. How accurate are they? 
Well, the above fellows call their shots 
within an inch or so up to around three 
hundred yards. If they knock down a 
crow under a hundred yards away they 
are apt not to mention it. They seem 
to feel that they have cheated and taken 
an unfair advanage of Mr. Crow. 


—AND THIS IS THE WAY 
IT IS DONE 


aS |. 


Placing a fired cartridge case in the re- 
loading tool, Jim Howland pulls the lever 
which resizes the case and replaces the old 
primer with a new one. Jess Ellis watches 
with interest. 


Holding the shell below the powder meas- 
ure, Jim injects the charge of explosive. 
A tolerance below 1/10 grain of powder is 
maintained by constant checking on delicate 
balance scale. 


Back to the reloading tool. The bullet is now 
seated to the proper depth and the cartridge 
is good as new. Better, insist Jim and Jess, 
for it is made to fit the exact requirements 
of their fine rifles. 


_ 


George Miers, Seward 


Veteran, Retires 
EORGE W. MIERS, merit combina- 


tionman, Seward, drew an end to 
his active telephone career on the last 
day of June. His official service rec- 
ord shows a respect- 
able total of 34 
years, but George 
was in the tele- 
phone business 
probably before any 
other present em- 
ployee. He was 
only 13 when first 
listed on the pay- 
roll of the old Sew- 
ard Independent 
Company. That was in 1902, and 
George worked through his ‘teens as 
a telephone man, or perhaps we should 
say, “boy.” He left the independent 
company in June 1910, but nine years 
later he returned to the industry, join- 
ing our company as second-class com- 
binationman. 


George Miers 


In the years that have rolled by since 
that day in 1919, George has become 
known as “Mr. Telephone,” to a full 
generation of Seward County residents; 
his entire career having been spent in 
the local plant department. Telephone 
folklore is full of tales of the means and 
measures he has taken to restore serv- 
ice to his people during storm and 
flood. Interested and active in com- 
munity service, Mr. Miers will continue 
to make Seward his home, according to 
present plans. His membership in the 
local Pioneer chapter dates from Octo- 
ber, 1941. 


Former Beatrice 


Operator Dies 

AURA McNABB PANGBURN, 
former local and long distance op- 
erator at Beatrice, died at her home at 
New Haven, Missouri, on May 20. She 
was a sister of Bertha Sharp, retired, 
and one of the four McNabb sisters 
the Beatrice office 
during Mrs. Sharp’s tenure as chief 
there. A nephew, Arthur 
Sharp, is now on military leave from 


who worked at 


Operator 


the supply department. 
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ational Dialing At Beatrice And Fairbury 


if 


A month before the cutover the News camera found this traffic class at Beatrice engaged 
in skull practice in intertoll dialing. Left to right: Bonnie Hiatt, Mary Buss, Kathryn Widick, 
Marcella Will who was the instructor, and Lois Ayotte. 


T 1:00 A.M. Sunday, June 21, long 

distance operators at Beatrice and 
Fairbury began direct dialing of toll 
calls from coast to coast. The connec- 
tion with the national dialing network 
was made at Omaha on a loop through 
Lincoln. It is estimated that about 40 
per cent of the long distance calls from 
these two cities may now be handled 
in this manner. Other LT&T ex- 
changes presently connected with the 
national operator long distance dialing 
network are Nebraska City, Seward, 
Wahoo, Hastings, York, David City, 
Plattsmouth and Tecumseh. 

Dave Guthrie, at Beatrice; Al Reed 
and Floyd Nave at Fairbury; and 
Charles Connors, Ivan Paddack and 
Oliver Hoffman at Lincoln performed 


the final cut which transferred the two 
exchanges from the ring down to na- 
tional dialing system. 

An intensive traffic training course 
was conducted for the LD operators at 
Beatrice and Fairbury. This included 
an introduction to the system codes 
with especial emphasis on audible sig- 
nals and route selections. The progress 
was presented by TCO’s Myra Metcalf 
at Beatrice and Irene Combs at Fair- 
bury. 

Nationwide dialing of long distance 
calls by operators in about 125 other 
cities and towns of southeast Nebraska 
will be inaugurated this fall when inter- 
toll dial switching equipment in Lin- 
coln’s new telephone building is 
brought into service. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
June: 


Primary Members: Mina Jorgensen, Lincoln 
General Plant, $95.50; W. O. McOmber, Crete 
General Plant, $304.00; J. H. Loudenback, 
Lincoln Service, $20.50; J. G. Van Nordheim, 
Hastings Plant, $40.00; Dolores Reetz, York 
Traffic, $222.00; Maxine Weseman, Hastings 
Traffic, $5.00; Shirley Stoll, Wymore Traffic, 
$223.00; Shirley Canradt, Lincoln Traffic, 
$13.50; Neva Beavers, Hebron Traffic, $16.00; 
Darlene Remmers, Beatrice Traffic, $49.40; 
J. E. Ellis, Lincoln Supply, $399.00; G. A. 
Wasson, Beatrice General Plant, $15.00; S. J. 
Dennis, Lincoln Pensioner, $110.05; Vera 
Sweetser, Fairbury Traffic, $15.00; W. W. 
Eden, Lincoln Engineering, $15.00; R. D. 
Thallas, Lincoln Service, $15.00; P. A. Wessel, 
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Lincoln Service, $110.00; Betty J. Peery, Su- 
perior Commercial, $182.35; Grace Kissinger, 
Lincoln Traffic, $320.50; Dora Plessel, Seward 
Traffic, $10.00; Dorcas Slater, Fairbury Traf- 
fic, $15.00; Mrs. Katherine Cole, Lincoln Ac- 
counting, $9.00; Mrs. Irene Utecht, Hastings 
Traffic, $7.50; F. E. Behm, Lincoln Pensioner, 
$33.00; A. W. Holcomb, Lincoin Plant, $83.60. 

Dependents: Mrs. L. E. Vosika, Wilber, 
$18.75; Mrs. M. O. Schneider, Lincoln, $39.15; 
Mrs. A. K. Robison, Lincoln, $80.63; Mrs. C. H. 
Bottorff, Lincoln, $11.25; Mrs. C. E. Harp, 
Lincoln, $312.75; H. Steven Spahnle, Lincoln, 
$5.64; Mrs. J. J. Miller, Lincoln, $56.25; Mrs. 
E. G. Brehm, Lincoln, $228.00; Lana Eden, 
Lincoln, $94.00; Mrs. E. O. Wait, Lincoln, 


$65.40; Caren Novak, Wahoo, $51.01; Dennis 
Olsen, Lincoln, $52.65; Mrs. Harry T ubbs, 
Hastings, $76.75; Mrs. Elwin Pratt, inaolny 
$136.50; Mrs. F. E. Behm, Lincoln, $11.25; 


Diane Wheatcraft, Friend, $48.78. 
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Preparing the steaks at the open g 
Ross, Claude Helm and George Brust.. 


rill are Chefs Edwin Imig, Ray Baldwin, Bob 
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Steaks Sizzle at Pioneer Stag 


ft legis windup of the Pioneer social 

season came on June 13 as 27 hardy 
members turned their horseless carriages 
toward the Hughes Brothers cabin west 
of Seward. The afternoon was spent at 
mixed diversions. Tommy Hedges and 
Deke Simpson were the only fisher- 
men and they didn’t have very much 
luck. A sizable group toured the 


Seward golf course with more success, 
but many remained at the cabin enjoy- 
ing the hospitality of their host, Ben 
Hughes. The highlight of the gather- 
ing came at suppertime when all present 
were seated before the sizzling steaks, 
thick and savory, and all the accom- 
panying edibles. It was voted a fitting 
climax to one of the Pioneers’ most suc- 
cessful seasons, 


Vacationers—Beware 
NMIANY vacation bound LT&T mo- 


torists will be traveling one or 
nore of the country’s newer super 
highways for the first time this sum- 
mer. 

These uninitiated drivers will .dis- 
cover the thrill of covering long dis- 
tances 1n a short time at sustained 
speeds. But many of them will also dis- 
cover a deadly driving hazard that has 
already claimed a number of lives. It’s 
called “highway hypnosis.” 

According to the Institute for Safer 
Living of the American Mutual Liabil- 
ity Insurance Company, this is a com- 
paratively new driving menace and is 
a sort of “wide awake” sleep induced 
by the monotony of traveling long, 
level ribbons of roadway where the 
driver has little to do but stare straight 
ahead while his car eats up the miles. 
The swish of passing cars and the 
steady purr of the motor complete the 
process of drugging the senses, to a 
point where it is often impossible for 
the driver to meet a sudden emergency. 

A study of accidents on express high- 
ways shows that many drivers crash 


of Highway Hypnosis 


into the rear of other vehicles, run off 
the roadway, or crash into bridge abut- 
ments and guard rails for no outwardly 
apparent reason. In many such cases, 
however, it is easy to establish that the 
hypnosis factor has been at work. 

The Institute offers the following 
suggestions for safer super highway 
travel: 

Do not fall into the habit of follow- 
ing the car ahead blindly. Be prepared 
for a sudden stop or a change of pace. 

Change your rate of speed frequent- 
ly. This helps to prevent the senses 
from becoming sluggish and aids in re- 
leasing physical tension. 

Take a short rest stop every fifty 
miles or so. Coffee, a light snack, or 
a brisk stretch and stroll will help to 
ward off driving hypnosis and fatigue. 

Keep plenty of fresh air circulating 
through the car. 

If your mind becomes sluggish or 
you feel drowsy, turn on the car radio, 
or converse with fellow passengers. 
However, never permit your attention 
to wander from the serious business of 
driving. 
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Generally, there are fewer traffic 
regulation signs and control devices on 
fast highways but the ones you do en- 
counter should be obeyed to the letter. 

Be prepared to act quickly in any 
driving emergency. Remember that the 
faster traffic tempo of super highways 
may allow you only seconds in which 
to avert a tragedy. 

Finally, when you leave the super 
highway, slow down immediately to 
the speed that is safe for the type of 
by-road on which you then find your- 
self. Driving hypnosis may delay your 
recognition that highway conditions 


* have changed. 


Blood Program Continues 
No more LT&T employees 


were on hand to meet the blood- 
mobile on its reappearance in Lincoln 
on May 18 and 19. Not all of them 
were required to 
donate blood al- 
though all stood 
ready to do so. Ex- 
cused at this visit 
were C. A. Eggerss, 
a veteran blood 
supplier, Margota 
Lucs, John Moors 
and Evelyn Souk- 
up. Those called on 
to donate were: 
Otis Clark, Paul Eisenbarth, Lester 
Ellis, Alex Geist, Roger Ghormley, 
James Howland, Bob Hohnstein, Jake 
Isley, Milton Metcalf, Milton Miles, 
Earl Moats, Frank Norton, Lester 
Pierce, Don Smith and Bob Wohlberg. 


It wouldn’t be cricket to feature the new 
residents of the 15 & M building without 
mention of Bud Eden, who moved from the 
engineering department many moons ago. As 
building engineer, Bud has intimate knowl- 
edge of every stress or strain, every girder, 
slab or bolt in the three story structure. 


Frances Virgil is Presented 
With 40-Year Emblem 


The presentation was made by 
M. M. Hale, vice president. The 
group in attendance were, from 
left: I. J. Devoe, S. F. Bush, Mr. 
Hale, Rose Carlson, Miss Virgil, 
B. J. Sievers, Clara Jones, G. W. 
Jahn and Grace Hauschild. 


RANCES M. VIRGIL, toll billing 

supervisor, became the thirteenth 
regular employee to wear the diamond 
emblem signifying forty years employ- 
ment with the company. She is the 
first member of the accounting depart- 
ment to have attained that length of 
service. 

Miss Virgil was hired as billing clerk 
soon after the “bookkeeping” depart- 
ment moved into quarters on the sec- 
ond floor of the general office building, 
which was then brand new. The date 


was June 26, 1913. Three years later 
she was named supervisor for the bill- 
ing department and has remained in 
charge of toll billing ever since. 

Frances’ unique method of supervis- 
ing her large staff is to apportion the 
most generous part of the day’s work to 
herself, then attack it at a pace that can 
scarcely be matched. Her love of labor 
is equalled only by her dread of pub- 
licity—-which serves as a reminder that 
this article must be kept short and that 
many of Miss Virgil's fine attributes 
must remain untold. 


Paddack and Hoffman to New Positions 


Oliver Hutiman 


Ivan Paddack 


VAN PADDACK has been ap- 

pointed to the newly created position 
of Toll Equipment Supervisor, and will 
have charge of maintenance of the Lin- 
coln toll switchboard and associated 
toll equipment. The change became ef- 
fective with the announcement on 
June 15 by J. A. McKinzie, general 
plant superintendent, who stated that 
certain changes in plant department or- 
ganization were made necessary through 
increased responsibilities in the Cen- 
tral District resulting from the installa- 
tion of new and added equipment at 


the 15th and M Streets building. Mr. 
Paddack will report directly to the 
district plant manager. 

Ivan’s telephone experience dates to 
1916 and his employment with the 
Nuckolls County Independent Tele- 
phone Company, where he worked for 
about a year. He appeared in the 
LT&T organization as a lineman at 
Edgar in 1920 and came to Lincoln as 
combinationman in 1923. He became a 
switchboardman in 1937 and_ was 
named equipment foreman for the 
manual switchboard section in Janu- 
ary 1949, 

Oliver C. Hoffman has been ap- 
pointed to fill Mr. Paddack’s former po- 
sition as equipment foreman which in- 
cludes maintenance responsibilities in 
manual, intertoll, carrier and micro- 
wave equipment. Mr. Hoffman entered 
our company as a switchman in 1947. 
His service was punctuated by a 20- 
month leave for Naval service after 
which he became an_installer-repair- 


man, COE, in August 1952. 
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Gloria Berger, York traffic, and Rodney 
Blakency, combinationman at Stromsburg, 
were married June 5 at the Methodist church 
in Stromsburg. Rod reported for military 
service on June 17. 

The marriage of Geraldine Rowe and 
Darrell Neemann, switchman at Lincoln, 
took place June 14 at the Lutheran church 
in Burr. The couple will reside in Lincoln. 

The Warren Methodist church in Lincoln 
was the scene of the June 21 wedding of 
Patty Bickford and Roland Wart. Roland 
is a member of the Lincoln service depart- 
ment. 

June Bippes of the Auburn traffic depart- 
ment became the bride of Eugene Taylor on 
June 6 in the Stella Community Church at 
Stella, Nebraska. Mrs. Taylor is continuing 
her work. 

The marriage of James Rhodes and Anna 
Mae Friedly took place at the Christian Par- 
sonage in Pawnee City on May 23. Mr. 
Rhodes is with the plant department at 
Pawnee City. 


JOURNEY’S END 


James Kluver, father of Betty Kluver of 
the Hastings traffic department, passed away 
in Ogallala, Nebraska, on June 20. Funeral 
services were held June 23 in Hastings. 

Joseph Krounek, father of Joe Krhounek, 
Supply Department, passed away June 3. 
Funeral services were held in Cuba, Kansas, 
on June 6. 

Mary E. Robison, wife of Ardell Robison, 
central district plant department, passed away 
July 2. Funeral services were held July 6 at 
Lincoln, with interment in Wyuka cemetery. 

Frederich Genrich, father of Loal Gen- 
rich, on military leave from the Beatrice 
plant department, died on June 11. Funeral 
services were held on June 13 at St. Paul 
Lutheran church in Beatrice. 

Mary Whitehead, mother of Goldie Bus: 
enbarrick, Tecumseh pensioner, passed away 
on July 2. Funeral services were held on 
July 5. 

Albert Thomas, father of Lois Thomas 
of the Beatrice traffic department, died on 


June 5. Funeral services were held on June 


9. 
Lorenz Portsche, father of Marie Portsche, 


Lincoln Traffic, passed away June 1%. 
Funeral services were held June 23 at the 
Trinity Lutheran church in Lincoln. 


The highest telephone lines in the 
world are said to be those that cross the 
Andes Mountains from Lima to Oroya 
in Peru at 15,869 feet. 
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Forty-Niners To Sponsor 
Summer Dance 


f lipseees is this about a square dancer: 

Once bitten by the bug, the urge to 
dip and whirl remains with one, come 
snow or hot weather. That is the reason 
the dances continue, straight through 
the summer, every Saturday night at 
Antelope Pavilion, Lincoln. Each of 
these dances is sponsored by one of the 
groups which make up the Lincoln 
Council. Our telephone group, the 
Forty-Niners, are scheduled to sponsor 
the dance of August 15, and Clem Bot- 
torff, the new president, urges all em- 
ployee square dancers to mark the date 
on their calendars and plan to docey- 
doe among their friends that Saturday 
night. Remember the date: August 15. 


COVER BOY 
NV OST of our readers will recognize 


the man on the cover as Lyman 
Neff, custodian at Lincoln, who has de- 
voted a quarter century to service of 
Lincoln buildings 
and to the people in 
them. As this pic- 
ture was taken the 
names of the new 
permanent occu- 
pants of the 15 & 
M building — de- 
scribed in this issue 
—-had just been 
added to the direc- ii ae 
tory in the outer lobby. Mr. Neff’s 


and maintenance of the offices and 
equipment rooms as they become oc- 


cupied. 


An Orchid For Carolyn 
AROLYN BECKER, Lincoln traf- 


fic, was among the recent graduates 
at the University of Nebraska. She re- 
ceived the degree of Bachelor of Sci- 
ence, in education 
and was a happy 
young lady at Com- 
mencement, as the 
picture reveals. 
Carolyn’s bid for 
fame in these pages 
comes from the fact 
that she worked her 
full trick at the 
board during all the 
years she attended 
university. The hours were six to mid- 
night, indicating that personal sacrifice 
and self discipline were part of the price 
she paid in completing her education. 
We surely can speak for everyone in 


the company in congratulating Miss 
Becker on her achievement. 


"Fair Break” Urged By 
Commerce Secretary Weeks 
ee WEEKS, Secretary of 


Commerce, called for a “fair 
break” for the communications com- 
panies and other service industries in 
a recent speech in New York. 


Emphasizing that it is cheaper for the 
public in the long run to have the busi- 
nesses that serve it well-fed and strong, 
rather than half starved and weak, he 
said: 

“There are ways of getting good 
service out of the strong. No one can 
get it out of the weak. _ 

“The laws that Congress has passed 
for the regulation of communications, 
railroads, interstate power and gas 
transmission all are intended to keep 
those industries healthy and vigorous 
so that they can render the best service 
possible to the public at as low a cost 
as possible in the long run.” 


Mr. Weeks pointed out that millions 
of employees are dependent for live- 
lihood on the success of the service in- 
dustries. 

“When motoring through the coun- 
try you do not stop at the most run- 
down-looking roadside stand on the as- 
sumption that the worst looking farm 
sells the best produce at the lowest 
price. That philosophy is about on a 
par with the manufacturer who refuses 
to buy better machinery in order to re- 
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duce costs, but figures he can do it by 


cutting wages and lengthening hours. 

“Both are running against the well- 
established tide of American progress. 

“This Administration believes that 
it is the intent of Congress in its ap- 
proach to regulation to allow earnings 
which will make the system of private 
ownership work. 

“We know and you know that un- 
less the companies rendering service 
are financially strong, forward looking 
management cannot put in all the cost- 
saving devices and improved equip- 
ment that will best service the public. 

“I say without hesitation that it is 
essential to the welfare of the country 
that the regulated utilities be regulated 
in such a manner as to enable them to 
attract all the capital that they can use 
in making economies and improving 
service. | 

“One-fourth of the money invested 
in all industry in this country is in- 
vested in regulated industry. At a time 
when this country is depending on free 
capitalistic enterprise to defeat the most 
ominous controlled economy of recent 
times, it does not make sense for us to 
control a fourth of our economy so that 
it cannot compete freely for capital.” 


———— 


Employees Picnic - August 8 


HE date and locale of the 19953 
Employees’ Annual picnic have 
been set and sealed, the general com- 
mittee selected and the gears have al- 
ready begun to grind. Bruce J. Sievers, 
just relieved of the arduous labors as 
Pioneer President, felt the heavy mantle 
of Picnic General Chairman drop upon 
his unguarded shoulders with a dull 
thud. This was one of the orders of 
business at the first picnic committee 
meeting held June 22. Other commit- 
tee chairmen assigned by Walter F. 
Roberts, personnel director, were: 


Food: Ray Baldwin-Marie Vidlock. 

Serving: Alvina Miller. 

Registration: Loran Powell. 

Games-Contests: Harold Brady-Bob 
Ross. 

Publicity: A. B. Gorman. 

Prizes, Carl Ahl. 

Equipment: Clyde Higgins. 

Softball: Ralph Connors. 

Properties: Lyman Neff. 

The picnic will be held Saturday, 
August 8, at Capitol Beach. Employees 
will be duly advised and kept abreast of 
further developments by Mr. Gorman 
and his irresistible bulletins. 


eee tte bee etniianannnconss 
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Occasions such as this are rare indeed. Here, Merle M. Hale, vice president, is presenting a 


SRS. 


rane 


45-year service emblem to Arthur B, Smith. Behind them, left to right, stand Roy M. Cleve- 
land, Walter F. Roberts, George P. Barney, A. O. Andrews, Lyle P. Young, Ralph J. Connors, 
Ray L. Clinton, Cecil Donley, Charles B. Meshier and J. A. McKinzie. 


HE retirement of Arthur B. Smith 

and the presentation of his 45-year 
service pin were among the events of 
June. Mr. Smith’s telephone curricu- 
lum, over the length of years, has 
brought him experience in nearly all 
the workings of the plant department. 


He was still a growing boy when he 
joined the Bell Company for the first 
time in 1906. On his second term of 
employment two years later, he was 
made a full fledged installer and decided 


to make telephony a career. He came to 
LT&T in 1912, and held successive jobs 
as tester, chief tester, toll testman and 
combinationman. In 1920 he became a 


construction foreman and was head of 


a crew for the following 18 years. IIL 


health forced him to give up the rigors 
of crew life and he returned to Lincoln 
as combinationman and tester until 1945 
when he was named cable facilities 
man. He has since had charge of the 
cable section of the service department. 

“A.B.” has always retained a keen 
interest in employee activities and for 
many years was a regular on the com- 
pany baseball team. He is currently 
president of the Employees Co-opera- 
tive Credit Association and a member 


of the Frank H. Woods and Casper E. 
Yost Chapters of Telephone Pioneers. 


Where's My Rod and Reel? 


Being a digest of information from over 
the territory designed to aid our fishing en- 
thusiasts in choosing the better waters here- 
abouts in which to test their skill. 


Reports from the territory indicate that 
fishing is the main outdoor item at this 
time. The Blue, Platte, Elkhorn, Loup and 
their tributaries are the streams receiving 
the most attention. 


Out York way, Vance Embrey, Duane 
Grove, Virge Hayes, Sterling Nelson and 
Alex Pauley form a group which thorough- 
ly works the Blue River. These fellows 
have made several trips and so far have 
never failed. In fact, they have caught 
enough to cause Nelson, Embrey and Grove 
to want more and bigger fish so they have 
taken off for Minnesota. They are trying 
to avoid that “You shoulda’ been here last 
week” fellow. 


A little farther north, the fellows are 
giving the Platte system a thorough work- 
out and reports of fish up to 6 Ibs. have 
been coming out of that area. 


Ralph Connors and Byron Pattison have 
been making float trips down the Elkhorn 


in a canoe. Most Nebraska streams are not 
boating waters, but the small draft of a 
canoe overcomes the shallows. During the 
process, these two have taken some nice 
fish. For the main part the water has not 
been “just right” as yet for the best fishing, 
most reports being “too muddy.” However, 
sufficient fish have been on the hook for 
some to notice a change in the attack for 
“Old Whiskers.” A few of the fellows have 
found that the cats are biting more like 
bullheads and even at times like carp. 


However, despite the fact that fishing 
has not been perfect, we have had and are 
having, a most favorable gardening season. 
Vitamins galore are coming from _ those 
plats so carefully attended, especially the 
old sunshine vitamin “D.” Witness those 
coats of tan and scales of blisters being 
exhibited by everyone who has been having 
fresh vegetables as a result of their efforts. 


Just to cool you off (at least mentally, 
if not physically) the reports out of the 
north are that the ’53 duck crop is on a par 
with the ’52 output. Now if a favorable 
flight will ensue those people who like 
their hunting should cash in on their previous 
plans and efforts. 
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Tornadoes Return In June 
WO great masses of opposing air 
met once again over Nebraska on 
Sunday, June 7, and along the tornadic 
squall line a series of funnels dropped 
out of the sky. A toll of 11 dead, 
scores injured, and property damage 
reckoned in the millions came as an 
aftermath. 

In our territory a storm area 30 miles 
long and 15 miles wide extended from 
southwest of Rising City to Linwood. 
Scarcely a farmstead within its con- 
fines escaped without heavy damage. 
Fortunately the full force of the twist- 
ers spared the towns which lay in the 
path. Rising City came closest to calam- 
ity, as its streets were littered with 
debris, while power and telephone fa- 
cilities were severed by falling trees and 
flying branches. Two hundred tele- 
phones were out of service at this ex- 
change; 200 more at David City, 30 at 
Octavia and 50 at Bruno. The adjacent 
Seward and Wahoo areas also reported 
a sizable number of telephones out of 
service because of wire breaks. 

With communications snarled in the 
several disaster areas the chores of news 
gathering were multiplied. Our oper- 
ators worked closely with the Press in 
obtaining round-about circuits and lo- 
cating sources of information. The fol- 
lowing letter of appreciation for this 
service comes from Joe R. Seacrest, as- 
sociate editor for the Lincoln Journal. 

“The Lincoln Journal would cer- 
tainly like to thank the LT&T and its 

Operators for the splendid assistance 

rendered us in coverage of the tor- 

nado storms Sunday night. The op- 
erators were tops, and more than 
patient in following our every sug- 
gestion and request in reaching or 
trying to reach towns and persons. 

The test board helped in making 

complete one incoming call to our 

State Editor, Hub Ogden, despite 

the fact that his telephone went out 

of order in town. 

“Such service certainly makes 
using the telephone a real pleasure 
and it is an invaluable assistance. 


Gust Foster, construction, was taken 
to the hospital twice in June. So many 
people did so many nice things for him 
that he asks the News to thank them col- 
lectively in his name. He wants it known 
that the remembrances from the personnel 
department and Pioneer organization were 
especially appreciated. We are happy to 
report his continued improvement in 
health. 


Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Parpart are the par- 
ents of a baby girl, whose name will be 
Chris T. Mrs. Parpart is on leave of ab- 
sence from the Hebron traffic department. 


A son, Gerald Allen, was born on June 24 
to Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Albrandt. Mr. AI- 
brandt is an employee in the Lincoln service 
department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Hansen announce 
the birth of a baby daughter. Mr. Hansen 
is a member of the David City plant de- 
partment. 


Promotions, 


Title Changes 


Louann Engelbrecht 
Service Asst. 
Syracuse 


Eloise Baldwin 
Service Asst. 
Lincoln 


Plant 

Elmer V. Bean, groundman to combination- 
man, Seward. 

R. E. Brittin, warehouseman, supply, to 
groundman, construction. 

George A. Fleck, switchman, Crete, to equip- 
ment repairman, Lincoln supply. 

Arthur J. Higgins, janitor to janitor sub- 
foreman, Lincoln. 

Arthur L. Higgins, lineman to driver line- 
man; Lincoln. 

Dean M. Hobson, clerk to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln Supply. 

W. M. Perrin, switchman to installer re- 
pairman, COE, Lincoln. 

Lyle E. Reighard, janitor to lineman, Lincoln. 


Traffic 

Eloise M. Baldwin, operator to service as- 
sistant, Lincoln. 

Hulda L. Bippes, operator to service assist- 
ant, Auburn. 

Louann E. Engelbrecht, operator to service 
assistant, Syracuse. 

Joan M. Mclninch, service assistant, Auburn, 
to operator, Lincoln. 

Ernestine M. Snell, cafeteria attendant to 
operator, Lincoln. 

Barbara L. Weiler, typist to advanced clerk, 
general traffic, Lincoln. 


INCOLN bowlers held their annual 


post-season dinner and election of 
officers at Italian Village on Wednes- 
day, June 3. Present and accounted for 
were 51 members of the league and 
the same number of thick club sirloin 
steaks. 

In the business meeting conducted 
by retiring president Phil Garvey, 
Chester Harp, of toll test, was elected 
president by acclamation and the mem- 
bers were agreeably surprised to find 
that they had gained not only a fine 
president, but a polished orator as well. 
Chet did a bang-up job last season as 
vice president, a position which will 
now be occupied by Clem H. Bottorff. 
Carl Ahl was retained as secretary- 
treasurer. 

The 1953-54 bowling season will 
open September 2, and it is the ambi- 
tion of the new officers to sprinkle the 
league ranks with new and _ young 
blood. Cost of bowling will probably 


ree Revel At Seasons End 


remain the same as last year; $1.50 for 
the evening’s entertainment. A gener- 
ous portion of this goes into the jack 
pot which bears the cost of the ban- 
quet and returns a heavy payment for 
each game won. Nearly $500 was in 
the “kitty’ at the end of the past season. 

A collection was taken to purchase a 
gift for Martha Dietrich as a token of 
appreciation for her efforts in com- 
piling the weekly box scores and aver- 
ages. Martha, in turn, wants it known 
that she appreciates the gift, but derned 
if she is going to model those pajamas 
until she finds out if they are designed 
for sports wear or for sleeping. The 
medal for the most improved bowler 
went to Jack Geist who became his 
team’s tower of strength after an early 
season epidemic of gutter balls. 

Following the banquet the bowlers 
tarried some hours to entertain and re- 
fresh themselves with chinese checkers 
and orangeade. 


..The bowling officers, 
past and present. From 
left: Carl Ahl, re-elected 
secretary-treasurer; Ches- 
ter Harp, newly elected 
president; Phil Garvey, 
past president, and Clem 
Botiorff, incoming vice 
president. 


Ben Hughes, Leading Citizen, 
Dies At Seward 


| Baa H. HUGHES, president of the 
Hughes Brothers Manufacturing 
Company, died suddenly at his home 
at Seward on June 24, only a few days 
after he acted as host to the Pioneer 
Fishing Stag at his cabin west of town. 
It was in 1920 that Ben and his brother 
Burr went into the crossarm manufac- 
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turing business on a small scale, and 
from this humble beginning grew the 
extensive organization which now em- 
ploys 400 people and distributes its 
numerous products from coast to coast. 

Mr. Hughes, with nine others of his 
company, became members of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter during the past 
year. He appeared in perfect health 
at his royal welcome to the Pioneer 
fishermen on June 13. 


Carl Ahl M. L. Hodge 
Lincoln Beatrice 
30 Years 30 Years 


Violet I. R. Peterson 
Nebraska City 
10 Years 


Forty-One Years 
R. M. Green, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
H. G. Taedter, Hebron; Mae E. Meduna, 


Wahoo. 
Thirty-Four Yeats 


Belva Butler, Unadilla; George Miers, 
Seward. 


Thirty-Three Years 
E. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 
Thirty-Two Years 
T. C. Woods, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
G. A. Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meister, Te- 
cumseh. 
Thirty Years 
Carl Ahl, Lincoln; M. L. Hodge, Beatrice; 
Gladys I. Walker, Seward. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lincoln; Hed- 


wig Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 


P. J. Caldwell Elizabeth Johnson 
Lincoln Crete 
25 Years 25 Years 


Twenty-Six Years 
Margaret Francis, Ella Hansen, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln; Elizabech Johnson, 
Crete (June Anniversary). 
Twenty-Four Years 
G. E. Miller, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 
H. W. Armagost, David City. 


Twenty-I'wo Years 
A. M. Newens, Nebraska City; R. O. 


Sherman. Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
G. L. Caley, Fairbury; V. H. Baum, Lin- 
coln. 
Eighteen Years 
T. B. Hedges, Hastings; Mary Beaty, 
Wahoo. 
Fourteen Years 


Lura E. Blackman, Ashland. 


Twelve Years 
Leslie G. Hansen, York; Eleanore L. Lane, 
Weeping Water. 
Eleven Years 
E. M. Barney, P. G. Radebaugh, Lincoln; 
Vilma Dolista, Bruno; W. B. Imler, Superior. 
Ten Years 
Esther Borchers, Lincoln; Violet I. R. 
Peterson, Nebraska City; C. A. Salisbury, 


Esther Borchers Clara Goodfellow 
Lincoln Ashland 
10 Years 10 Years 


Cc. A. Salisbury 
York 
10 Years 


York; Clara Goodfellow, Ashland (June An- 
niversary ). 
Nine Years 
W. M. Valentine, Hastings. 
Eight Years 
Anna M. Bott, Hastings; R. L. Johnson, 
Cook. 
Seven Years 
Ferne Bade, Nemaha; K. H. Hultquist, 
York; Virginia M. Stiles, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
Elizabeth E. Benda, Wymore; Aletha M. 
Bennett, Hastings; F. J. Fisher, Marcella 
O'Bryan, Beatrice; D. C. Gilmore, R. H. 
Hansen, E. J. Hoaglin, O. G. Hoffman, 
D. E. Nelson, Betty J. Nelson, Lincoln. 
Five Years 
Mary J. Arthur, Esther Baker, Irene Stolz, 
Elinore A. Wunch, Lincoln; Velma L. Gar- 
land, Betty M. Jezek, Geneva; Henrietta A. 
Goracke, Tecumseh; Leona M._ Larson, 
Wahoo; Bertha I. Malone, Syracuse; Donna 
E. Larson, Hastings. 


Headline Gleanings 
OY A. CARLSON, toll terminal 


equipment engineer, closed a suc- 
cessful year as Associate Grand Guard- 
ian for the Nebraska Grand Council, 
International Order of Jobs Daughters 
at the 32nd annual convention of that 
body held at Fremont, in early June. 
This is the highest office that can be 
attained in the state organization, which 
now has 60 bethels under its jurisdic- 
tion. Five of these were chartered dur- 
ing the past year. 
Merle M. Hale, vice president, was 


installed as Grand Junior Warden at 
the 96th annual meeting of the Grand 
Lodge, Masons of Nebraska, at Omaha 
on June 11. Mr. Hale received his first 
appointment in Grand Lodge line two 
years ago. He is past master of Lan- 
caster Lodge 54, A.F. & A.M. at Lin- 
coln. 

Lloyd C. Jenkins, of the Lincoln 
plant department, appeared before the 
Nebraska City Rotary Club on June 3. 
Farm Safety was the subject of the 
combined talk and film showing given 
by Mr. Jenkins. Adrian Newens, area 
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manager, was program chairman. 

R. H. Gray, area manager, Seward, 
acted in behalf of the Chamber of 
Commerce in arranging a welcome and 
chicken dinner for the members of the 
basketball team as they rolled into town 
after their long sojourn by bus to Sew 
ard, Alaska. 

John H. Agee, former vice president 
and general manager, arrived back in 
Lincoln from a six-weeks sojourn in 
Europe. Mr. Agee, as president of the 
Lincoln Rotary Club, attended the In- 
ternational Rotary Convention at Paris. 


SUUULIIINNNUIUUIIUUUUUIUTNNNLE 


Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Donna Hotovy left for Pearl Harbor to 
spend the summer with her husband who is 
stationed there. Mrs. Betty Ladwig and 
her family spent their vacation in South 
Dakota. Fishing was wonderful, so she 
says. . . . Margaret Cornell spent her vaca- 
tion hither and yon. It seems as though 
someone was on a leave from service who 
escorted her around. . .. Elsie Muller has 
a ring on that certain finger. Congratula- 
tions! . . . Doug Behrns of the plant depart- 
ment has returned to duty after an absence 
of several weeks due to illness. ... Vern 
Campbell returned to his duties as area 
manager after a vacation of three weeks. 
He was glad to get back to work to rest, so 
he says. 


Nebraska City Area 


Vacations are the big topic this month. 
Bonnie Biggs visited her sister in Richmond, 
California. May Lou Gude spent two weeks 
visiting friends in Owensboro, Kentucky, 
and Mrs. Dorothy Everett is visiting in 
Sioux City, Iowa. Mrs. Ruby Clites kept 
cool by spending her vacation at the moun- 
tains in Denver, Colorado. We are also 
missing ‘“Snooks” Steckley, Violet Peter- 
son and Elaine Garreans who are spending 
their vacations at home. Clarence 
Jennings is spending his vacation in Denver. 
He drove his new Chevrolet out. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Deroy Helfer are spending three 
weeks in Portland, Oregon, visiting friends 
and relatives. . . . Welcome home to Marge 
Drennan. Marge has been visiting her hus- 
band who is in the Air Force at San An- 
tonio, Texas. ... Velma Abker underwent 
surgery in St. Mary’s Hospital. Hope she'll 
be back with us soon. Messrs Hale, 
Lawson, Walker and Newens attended the 
banquet at the opening of the American 
Meter Company, June 5th. Other visitors 
from the Lincoln office this month were 
Messrs. Cruickshank, McKinzie, Holcomb, 
Foster, Boshart, Reed and Royce. Mary 
Miller, a former clerk, and her husband 
visited in the office. They were on their 
way to Ohio where they will make their 
home. Mrs. Lura Blackman, chief operator 
at Ashland, also visited in the office. . . 
Carol Broers served at the wedding of a 
classmate which was held at the Christian 
Church in Nebraska City, June 9th. . 
We were all disappointed that Mr. Newens’ 
loud sport shirt didn’t win the prize at the 
Rotary Club Luncheon. The dining room 
at the hotel must have been a sight to see 
with all the sedate Rotarians in their vivid 
shirts. . . . It seems that everyone in the 
Syracuse exchange took advantage of the 


Memorial Day weekend. Norma Jean Dett- 
mer and husband spent the weekend visit- 
ing friends in Elgin, Iowa. From there they 
went over to the “Dells of Wisconsin.” ... 
Sophia Windels, chief operator, spent a 
week’s vacation in Springfield, Mo., visiting 
relatives. .. . Sharon France was featured 
soloist at a band concert at the city park, 
Sunday. ... Also on vacations were Chet 
Byard and Helen Eis. . . . Bertha Malone 
returned from her vacation. She spent 
her time with her husband who was on 
furlough. He recently returned from Ger- 
many. 
Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

Vacations are running true to form, all 
those coming back looking rested and happy, 
and those leaving—well not exactly rested 
but very happy. Grace Heigl, Rose Janda 
and Ben Anderson have returned. Rose 
Janda took a trip throughout the west, en- 
joying the beautiful Yellowstone Park and 
surrounding country. ... Mr. and Mrs. Art 
Johanns spent the weekend in Lexington 
visiting Tip’s niece and family... . Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Nichols drove to Washington, 
Iowa to visit relatives. Their trip took 
them through the devastated area that was 
hit by storms and made them thankful to 
be living here. ... The girls gave a pink 
and blue shower for Lila Gold, operator. 
... Marie Falk has returned from a de- 
lightful trip through the Ozarks. She ac- 
companied some friends from Omaha and 
stated it was a beautiful scenic trip... . 
Luella Pittman, who recently resigned, has 
returned to work as an occasional operator. 
We are happy she changed her mind... . 
Visitors here were Myra Metcalf and M. C. 
Walker. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Vacations are in full swing—Irene Mai- 


Eva Armstrong, nitht operator, Seward, 
entered the ranks of 35-year employees on 
June 1. She is shown receiving her service 
Pin from Max C. Walker, eastern district 
manager. Before coming to the Seward 
traffic department seven vears aqo, Mrs. 
Armstrong, who was then Miss Kapke, served 
as chief operator at Garland for 22 years and 
at Shickley for six years. 
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land of traffic spent her two weeks’ vaca- 
tion at Grant, Nebraska, (Eagle Canyon) 
with her brother and family. By the looks 
of her suntan and fish stories she’s been tell- 
ing, she must have had a grand time..... 
Eleannore Schutz, also of traffic, spent her 
vacation at her parents’ home in Elwood, 
Nebraska. . . . “Babe”? Armstrong spent her 
vacation keeping house and spending extra 
time with her husband... . Berniece Meul- 
ler of commercial, with two girl friends, 
spent her vacation traveling through 
Grand Canyon and Salt Lake City, Utah. 

. “Baldy” Balderson spent his vacation 
around home and taking short fishing trips. 
... We welcome a new “plug pusher,” 
Elaine Luebbe. Good Luck, Elaine. ... 
“Yours Truly’s” little parakeet ‘“Corkie” 
now talks. Gerald Shipley attended 
the Bee fireman’s picnic recently. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 


June is the month of fluttering hearts, 
weddings and engagements. Especially for 
the Bippes sisters, June and Huldah. Hul- 
dah received a sparkling diamond and June 
was married. June received a lovely blan- 
ket from the girls in the Traffic Depart- 
ment. Another historic moment to record 
for this month is the day that George 
Damon became a grandfather (for the first 
time). He is spending his vacation in 
California visiting with his new  grand- 
daughter and her mother Ruth. Also va- 
cationing is Monica Lempka. We _ will 
have a report next month on her vacation 
activities. Colleen Curttright spent her 
vacation visiting in Topeka and Kansas 
City. The most eager vacationer this year 
has been Lloyd Oglesby. After several 
days of last minute activities before his 
anticipated vacation, it was brought to his 
attention that he was a week ahead of 
schedule. He was planning to leave June 
22 but his vacation wasn’t until June 29. 

. Betty Bassinger and husband have 
bought and moved into a new house. It 
was discovered that Betty seems to be an 
August girl. She started her first job in 
August, worked four years and quit in 
August. She got married in August and a 
year later started working at the Telephone 
Office in August. We hope she always has 
good luck and never bad in her August 
ventures. New girls welcomed to the 
traffic department the past month were 
Nellie Jean Birdsley and Norma Jean Yates. 
Miss Birdsley was also an operator last 
summer. She attended college during the 
winter months. Visitors in the traffic de 
partment June 10 and 11 were Miss Myra 


Metcalf and Mr. Lloyd Cleveland. They 
held discussions and showed motion pic- 
tures. Helen Dettmer, Wilma James, and 
Shirley Stock shopped in Lincoln recently 
and also had dinner with Joan MclIninch, a 
former Auburn operator. On a recent vaca- 
tion, Dorothy Biggerstaff and husband vis- 
ited at Camp Cedars, Cedar Bluffs, Ne- 
braska, where their son, Ted, was taking 
Boy Scout training. Shirley Stock has 
transferred, from the traffic to the com- 
mercial department where she will take the 
place of Betty Bassinger as clerk. 


Beatrice Area 
Alice Reents, Correspondent 


Area Commercial Manager Charles Dick- 
enman, wife, and son Richard spent three 
weeks sight seeing in California and visit- 
ing Doctor Robert Dickenman who is lo- 
cated in San Francisco. While in San 
Francisco they saw the Chinese telephone 
exchange which was converted to dial about 
4 years ago. ‘The old common battery 
switchboard was still on display. Other 
vacationers in California were Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Nevitt, Mrs. Ruth Diekmann and 
husband and Chief Operator Lela Watson. 
Donna Wehling, cashier, is spending a week 
of her vacation at this time in Minnesota. 
Mrs. Myrtle Janssen vacationed in Stug- 
gart, Kansas. Marie Fuller spent her vaca- 
tion at home visiting friends. Motoring to 
Ohio was Mrs. Beverly Rotzin. Also vaca- 
tioning were Catherine Fuller, Vey Warren, 
and Hedwig Elmshaeuser. Prior to a vaca- 
tion trip to Denver Dorothy Hubka and 
Phyllis Morgan made a special trip to Lin- 
coln to shop. Mrs. Ruth Kleman spent the 
week-end in Fort Collins, Colorado, with 
her daughter, Mrs. Bede, the former Marian 
Kleman. Mary Buss, a recent bride, acted 
as bridesmaid for a sister-in-law July Fourth. 


Fairbury Area 
Madeline Hurst, Correspondent 


Jeanne Lytton attended the Methodist 
Church Conference at Hastings Sunday, 
June 7. She also sang in the choir while 
there. Eileene Robinson and husband va- 
cationed in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
and Tennessee. We heard Ejileene got lost 
on a farm but managed to find her way 
out again... . Also vacationing were Helen 
Debord and Juanita Waring. Juanita re- 
cently had a pleasant surprise when she 
learned that she won 5 gallons of gasoline 
on a quiz show. The Fairbury telephone 
girls enjoyed two early morning breakfasts 
in the park this month. We welcome two 


It was just another 
birthday for Howard 
Smith, Lincoln ' chief 
switchman, until 3 p. m., 
when the scene suddenly 
changed and Howard was 
seated in the honor chair 
at his first surprise party. 
The conspirators, enjoying 
his coffee and cake are, 
standing: Messrs. Sher- 
man, Shuck, Meshier, 
Templin, Gilmore, Moats, 
Hammond and Albury. 
Seated: Mr. Smith, Velora 
Novotny, Messrs. Guthrie, 
Myhre, Bauer, Dougherty 
and Ager. 


new operators — Mary LeRossignol and 
Beverly Darling. Bernice Bauer and hus- 
band went to Beloit, Kansas, recently for 
a picnic. While there they went boating 
on the Solomon River. . . . Another Saddle 
Club member is Virginia Robinson. We are 
wondering if Arleen Boley is allergic to 
horses. One week she had a runaway horse 
—the next, of all things, she got caught on 
a tree limb and was thrown off and kicked 
by the horse. Too bad, Arleen! ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Cline spent a week vaca- 
tioning in South Dakota and Minnesota. 
They visited friends who were some of 
Mr. Cline’s buddies while in the Service. 
The second week was spent at home buying 
a farm... . Floyd Nave and Al Reed spent 
last week installing toll dialing for Fair- 
bury. Anna Sakryt, chief operator-cashier 
at Tobias, had a week of vacation begin- 
ning the 15th. Pvt. Dee Junior Sullivan 
visited in the wire chief’s office while home 


on furlough. 
Tecumseh Area 


Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

Tyler Ryan can attest to the fact that 
even vacations can be painful. He and his 
two boys, Bob and Dave, spent a week 
fishing at Red Feather Lakes, Colorado, and 
Mr. Ryan had to endure the discomforts 
of a severe sunburn. He must’ve picked up 
a stray germ too, because he was in- 
capacitated for work for a few days be- 
cause of illness. Wouldn’t take much coax- 
ing to get him back to Colorado again 
though. Raymie Johnson trekked to Min- 
nesota to use that long awaited vacation for 
fishing. He had the best luck at Orchard 
Lake in the fishing line, but he also stopped 
in several cities for a look-around. Raymie 
says he went night clubbing in Medicine 
Lake and got so inspired that he ended up 
crooning with the dance band. . . . Norma 
Lee Hahn visited her folks in Hamburg, 
Iowa, during her vacation. Norma Lee 
thinks it’d be a good idea if someone would 
post a sign with “STEP AHEAD” on it 
by the office front door since she tripped 
over the threshold and fell inside on her 
knees. ... There are a couple of former 
employees back to work in the traffic de- 
partment. Darlene Schulte returned on 
June 9th looking very happy since the 
return of her husband from Korea; and 
Mary Beth Gillett, who is vacationing from 
scholastic studies, started again on June 2. 
The plant department has two new tem- 
porary employees during the summer 
months. Roger Weber is working with Ted 
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Husing at Sterling; and Warren Drake at 
Tecumseh. Warren is a whiz on roller 
skates and can make them do almost any- 
thing he wants them to except talk and it 
wouldn’t be surprising if he got that ac- 
complished. Dick McCall’s recent visitors 
were his parents and two of his little 
nieces. . . . Mary Meister saw her first 3-D 
movie in Omaha and it was full of cow- 
boys and Indians. Mary claims it was so 
realistic that every time an arrow ap- 
proached she ducked. . . . During a recent 
storm Hilda Ramsey was struck by light- 
ning while working in her yard but she 
wasn’t hurt—only bruised. . . . Ted Husing 
has been limping lately because he was 
standing on third base when one of the 
Junior League boys decided to slide in. 
Maybe Ted should stick to playing base- 
ball with boys his size instead of the little 
ones. . . . Henri Goracke spent the week- 
end in Omaha and attended her cousin’s 
wedding where she had charge of the gifts. 
Sure hope nobody missed any silverware. 

. Bill Eckles had a successful fishing 
trip at Guide Rock, Nebraska. It’s some- 
thing to hear when all the fellows start com- 
paring their hauls, one doesn’t know how 
much to believe. . . . Waldo Harrington at- 
tended his aunt’s funeral June 19 at Hia- 
watha, Kansas. . . . Avis Collar of Pawnee 
City did her vacationing at home. Her 
father stayed with her for a while after 
being released from the hospital where he 
had an appendicitis operation. 


a Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 


Velma Garland, Correspondent 


Vacations sum up to the total of one. 
Gladys Stiers, traffic department, is enjoy- 
ing a vacation in Indiana. A recent 
visitor in our office was former operator 
Bonnie Spencer and her new baby daughter. 


Hastings Area 


Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 


Carol Banta recently returned after 
spending her vacation in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. She reports a wonderful time. .. . 
Rosetta Habben enjoyed her vacation vis- 
iting her father in Hildreth and friends in 
Kansas City, Missouri. Jolene Erick- 
son and Maxine Weseman spent a recent 
week-end in Denver, Colorado. . .. Zelma 


Winding up the morning’s work in the 
Geneva commercial office is Velma Garland, 
cashier, and Charles Crew, area manager. 
We are indebted to Photographer Virginia 
Baker, Geneva Traffic, for the picture. 


Photo by Dewey Nelsen. 


Golfers Gambol on the Green 


HIRTY players, the most ever, were 
on the roster of the employees’ an- 
nual medal tournament held at Pioneer 
Golf Club, Lincoln, on June 28. Most 
everyone profited, for Producer Dewey 
Nelson somehow found 21 prizes to dis- 
tribute to winners of foursomes and 
special events. This is one of two golf- 
ing shows regularly staged by the em- 
ployees organization. The other, the 
championship handicap tournament, 


will be held in the fall. 


Outstanding in the June affair was 
the play of Roy Mills who put together 
a card of 12 pars, two birdies and an 
eagle to post a record shattering score 
of 71; one under par for the course. 
Other winners included Tom Risser, 
Don Norton, Walter Roberts, Ot 
Gorman, Frank Kubat, Paul Garbarino, 
5S. V. Hamilton, George Walroth, Ed 
Dorland, Chas. Connors, R. A. Stock, 
Leny Lauesen, I. J. Devoe, J. A. Mc- 
Kinzie, Dewey Nelsen and R. W. 


Ferguson. 


Mason, accompanied by her little daughter 
Dianne, and her mother journeyed to Michi- 
gan during her vacation. On the way they 
stopped in Chicago to do some sight-seeing. 

. Irene Utecht enjoyed her vacation at 
home. . . . Welcome visitors at our office 
were Belle Meester of Hastings and Meta 
Temborius, former operators... . Jessie Van 
Trump returned to work after a week’s va- 
cation which time was put to good use in 
redecorating her apartment. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 


Following the recent tornado at Hebron, 
the Red Cross, who had temporary head- 
quarters at the telephone office until they 
could find another location, sent two boxes 
of candy to the employees in appreciation 
of their help during the storm... . Francis 
and Elmer Marold are back in their home 
after making many repairs caused by the 
storm. Nioma and Ronald Francis are 
still living with her folks while repairs are 
being made on their home. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Hatfield stayed temporarily with Mr. 
and Mrs. Wellman, since their, home was 
destroyed by the storm. Mr. Hatfield has 
recently been transferred to Stromsburg, so 
they will make their future home there. 

Vacations are getting under way now 
and several are back to work. Irene Kripal 
spent part of her time in Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, and the rest of it at home. Nina 
VanOsdol spent her vacation visiting in 
Lincoln and the rest of the time at home. 


Yours truly spent an enjoyable week-end 
in Colorado with only one complaint—much 
too short. Ruth Rittenhouse and her 
daughter, Patty, spent a week-end at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, visiting her son, 
Jim, who is in the service and stationed 
there. ... Kathryn Kutlas, who recently 
received a beautiful diamond, was the hon- 
ored guest at a surprise shower given in the 
home of Mary Boyce. The hostesses were 
successful in making it a complete surprise. 
A delicious lunch was served and everyone 
reported an enjoyable time. . .. The girls 
in the traffic department are very happy. 
They received their new type headsets this 
week. . . . May we say “Welcome” to two 
new employees, our new janitress, Mrs. 
Harry Schmit, and Kenneth Rohr, who is 
in the plant department. 


Stromsburg Area 


Elvera Parks, Correspondent 


A safety first meeting was held June 
12th, at the telephone office in Stromsburg, 
with Lloyd C. Jenkins conducting the 
meeting. In attendance, besides Manager 
Wait and men of the Strombsurg area, were 
employees of the Gas Company, the R. E. 
A., and Mr. Edwin Anderson, Mayor of 
Stromsburg. An educational film in acci- 
dent prevention was shown.. . . The men in 
our area have been busy trying to fight 
the eternal pests, weeds. Albert Andres 
and Gale Williams are the two that are 
spraying trees in and around Stromsburg 
and Polk. Then it will be “Marv” Pilfold 
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and “Bill” Barry who will take over for 
this part of the area. ... Visitors at the 
Stremsburg office on the 16th were George 
Barney and George Keith of Lincoln. ... 
This area has been a headache to two cable- 
men from Lincoln. “Mac” Nickell and 
Tom Fuller have been here repairing old 
and new cable trouble. Mother Nature has 
been handing the telephone equipment a 
bad blow every time it storms. 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 


Vacations this month were enjoyed by 
Clara Mae Chambers, who finally found 
time to do all those little things that pile 
up around a house. ... Clarinda Lake is 
spending some of her vacation in Omaha 
and Denver, Colorado. . . . Glenda Garton, 
who is on leave, will spend the last week 
relaxing in Colorado, before she returns to 
work. ... Memorial day found all the 
racing enthusiasts on their way to Belle- 
ville, Kansas. Irene Barfknecht, Kathryn 
Rust and Beulah Frerichs were some who 
enjoyed the day there. ... Erma Keenan 
and family spent the day with her parents 
at Bassett, Nebraska. Ruth Mitchell and 
family journeyed to Enid, Oklahoma to visit 
relatives. . . . Leatha Ross will undoubted- 
ly be spending all those week-ends visiting 
her husband who is stationed at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri. 


Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Vacations in the Sutton area are slow 
getting started this year. However, Bob 
Hunzeker has finally broken the ice. Bob 
and his family went on a short fishing trip 
to Colorado, and the rest of the time he 
is spending at home. . A welcome visitor 
in our office last week was Fred Adkins, of 
Harvard, former area manager at Sutton. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 


With vacation season nearing its peak we 
find Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, sight 
seeing in the State of California. Her 
daughter, Marlene, and _ granddaughter, 
Pamela, will return to Nebraska with them, 
while Papa Jerry serves with the Armed 
Forces overseas. Ferne Wilger spent 
a long week-end at Lake Okoboji, and 
came back with a beautiful sunburn... . 
Gloria Berger took advantage of her vaca- 
tion time and prepared for her June wed- 


ding. ... Lila Richardson is visiting at 
her home town, Fairfield. We _sihear 
there is a certain fella there... . Kathlene 


and Mary Sughrue were hoping to spend 
some time in Kansas during their vacation. 
... Duane Grove and wife visited in 
Phoenix, Arizona, a couple of weeks ago. 
. . . Lorene Krupicka vacationed last week 
at her home in Geneva. Horse races 
and shopping tours sound like interesting 
excursions during vacation hours, and that 
is where you would have found Ardie Bur- 
hoop the first part of June. Sterling 
Nelson occupied himself by completing some 
redecorating at his home. Marlene 
Krupicka is sporting a beautiful diamond 
ring. ‘Tom Pumphrey of Geneva is the 


lucky fella. Tom is in the U. S. Army at 
the present time. Betty Illingworth 
journeyed to Scottsbluff during her long 
week-end. She visited her sister and also 
enjoyed some lovely scenery while there. 
. .. Beverly Smith and yours truly have 
purchased season tickets for the current 
swimming season. Can you think of a 
better way to cool off in this 90° weather 
we have been having? 


iL° 
Accounttiin 
. = 

Joyce Grabowski, 


While Katherine Cole, your regular asso- 
ciate editor, is enjoying herself in Massa- 
chusetts (she’ll give you details in her 
next column) we’ll keep up on this month’s 
news. First of all we now have accounting 
department representatives in the new 
building. July 2, six of the ticket rating 
girls moved bag, baggage, and tickets over. 
Eleanor Wunch is keeping her eye on 
them. Hope we can all join you before 
long, girls. . . . Then there is Larry Con- 
nealy who’s planning to be married this 
fall. Larry and Nancy found an apart- 
ment to their liking so decided they’d take 
it. And to make sure it’s all theirs, Larry 
moved in right away. . .. Vacations are 
in full swing and such a variety of places 
have been visited. Johnny Backstrom and 
his family explored the Black Hills and 
enjoyed them immensely. Blanche Buel 
visited her sister and new niece in Orange, 
Texas, while Irma Wallace was a guest of 
relatives and friends in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Bernice Howland accompanied her parents 
to Colorado and then to the Ozarks. And 
at this writing Jack Geist and his parents 
are in Montana, Canada, and other northern 
points. All vacationers report a wonderful 
time with only one complaint—they end 
too soon. ... Alvina Miller’s brother and 
family (which includes twin sons age 2) 
visited her from Minnesota. She says she 
needed a week after their visit just to rest 
after riding herd on the twins. . . . Ronnie 
Ahl is taking a two-week cruise in the 
Great Lakes for his Naval Reserve train- 
ing. Wonder if we have a future admiral 
in this department. .. . The addressograph 
employees had a great time at Capitol 
Beach recently. They had a picnic, took 
a turn on all the rides, and thoroughly en- 
joyed themselves. ... 5S. F. Bush’s daugh- 


~ Photo by J. 8. Reed. 


What happens when an im- 
movable object gets socked by a 
rampaging milk truck is dem- 
onstrated here. Of course the 
object had to be a telephone 
pole. Passer-by Waldo McDowell, 
Lincoln Commercial, views the 
carnage on South 48 street with 
a telephone man’s critical eye. 


ter and her family, who are moving to 
California from Massachusetts, were Lin- 
coln visitors for awhile. His  brother-in- 
law and family from California who hadn’t 
been in Nebraska for 18 years also were 
visitors in the Bush home... . Clara Jones 
had quite a taste of nature or rather nature 
had quite a taste of her. Some insect bit 
Clara’s hand which immediately turned 
blue and began to swell. Her hand was 
bandaged all week. It looked, and no 
doubt felt, very uncomfortable. 

WOW 4 WoRD 


K 
or, FROMO 
' SPONSO 


Ruth Younger, 
Associate Editor 


Ah, June—vacation time. We've had so 
many vacations in our office and what’s 
more—everyone enjoyed their vacation very 
much. Since the next issue will cover va- 
cations to a great extent, we’ll just say again 
that everyone who had a vacation enjoyed 
it very much and those of us who haven’t 
had that privilege yet are anxiously await- 
ing it! ... Poor Thelma Anderson really 
carries everything to the ’nth degree. The 
other day when the men were working on 
the air conditioning unit, one of the covers 
fell, striking Thelma on the head. Cal— 
Thelma’s other half, really had quite a time 
explaining the large bruise on ‘Thelma’s 
forehead to friends! That boy really packs 
quite a wallop! Our office has some 
new faces as you’ve no doubt already 
noticed. Jean Hale is a new service repre- 
sentative, Duane Fifer and Dick Reming- 
ton are coin-collectors and last but not 
least, “Short hair’ Helm is with us for 
the summer. ... If you would like a 
chuckle ask Duane, one of the new coin- 


The latest in trailer 
Mm: mounted spraying equip- 
ment holds the interest of 
George P. Barney and 
Arthur King. The rig is 
now being used in the 
plant department’s brush 
eradication program. 
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collectors, if he ever delivered the directory 
to the Ground Observation dept. at the 
Capitol. He walked to the 14th floor and 
got a good view of the city! 


Distuch 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


With “June bustin’ out all over,” so were 
the vacations. . . . Cecil Semple traveled 
to Battle Lake, Minnesota, to fish. He 
brought back his limit. From there he 
traveled to Fort Smith, Arkansas, to visit 
his wife’s relatives. . . . Dale Weaver had 
a full week’s work to do during his vaca- 
tion. He moved into his new home... . 
Bob Hawkins’ vacation consisted mostly of 
work such as sodding his lawn and setting 
clothes line poles. However, he did finally 
slip away to go fishing and — you guessed 
it, he didn’t catch anything. ... Ralph 
Connors took part of his vacation to visit 
his parents at Belvidere. He did a little 
fishing but isn’t bragging about his catch. 
. . . Jim Howland toured the middle west 
during his vacation. He visited relatives 
in eastern Colorado and western Nebraska. 
Then traveled east to visit relatives in 
Iowa and Missouri. . . . Henry Zimmerman 
took his vacation and went to Kansas City, 
Missouri. His son, Ray, and family also 
accompanied him. Ray also traveled to 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, to visit relatives. 
While there he acquired himself quite a 
sunburn and had to take the rest of his 
vacation to recuperate. ... Vaughn Baum 
traveled to Phillipsburg, Kansas, on his 
week of vacation. His only remark was 
that he is glad to be back in “cool” Nebras- 
ka. . .. Other vacationers last month in- 
cluded Dick Fischer, Paul Winscot and Loy 
“Dusty” Rhodes. The Harold Cuda- 
backs and Bob Stalls went to Minnesota. 
_. . Elvin Wait attended a C.W.A. conven- 


tion in San Francisco. . . . George Albury 
and family enjoyed themselves at Estes 
Park, Colorado. ... Myrel Ifland and 

. Milton 


family were also in Colorado. 
Metcalf and family toured the west coast. 

_, Francis Asper and family took in the 
sights at Chicago... . R. L. Dalton stayed 
around home and worked on his garage. - - - 
Louise Roth and her family left on a two 
weeks’ vacation to Colorado. ..- .- Velora 
Novotny and her hubby, Bob, have been 
doing a little fishing, but she won't tell 


where they go. Don Rutledge, man- 
ager at Weeping Water, was in town re- 
cently and dropped in to see us. His sur- 
prise visits are very much enjoyed.... 
Millie Carey and her husband, Don, cele- 
brated their wedding anniversary at Lone 
Oak. Mijillie has been talking about the 
wonderful food ever since. Say! could she 
be paid for advertising? La Verne 
Pekarek went home over the weekend. 
(Home happens to be Valparaiso.) “There’s 
no place like home” but just the same she 
was anxious to get back to Lincoln.... 
Al Ager’s family has had the bad luck. The 
kiddies were just getting over the mumps 
when the youngest girl swallowed a penny. 
She started raising a fever so she was 
rushed to the doctor. X-rays were taken 
and at this writing she still has the penny 
in her tummy. ... Jim Shaner was in to 
see us the other day. He had been at- 
tending the Northwestern School in Min- 
neapolis, and in his spare time worked for 
the Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. Now 
he is going to Geneva to work with his 
father until the draft board catches up with 
him. .. . Bill Tejcka has a new Plymouth 
and all reports indicate that he is well satis- 
fied with it. Howard Smith’s new 
“Exakta” camera is the headline of the 
switchroom, so far as he is concerned. It 
sure is a honey. Betty Darby and 
hubby (Kenny) went to the stock car races 
at “Playland” park in Omaha and after 
the races they rode the roller coaster. It 
was the first time for Betty who declared 
she would rather drive a stock car than ride 
the roller coaster again. The recent 
hail storm struck with such force out Have- 
lock way, that a hail stone went through 
the top of Velora Novotny’s convertible. 

. . New employees we welcome to our 
forces are: Anna Marie Ruhge and Frances 
Mortorff as service operators, and James 
Brendle, Bryson Braziel and Robert Lang- 
hauser in the custodian’s department... . 
The Chief Switchman’s and the District 
Plant Manager’s Departments sure do feel 
swanky in their new offices, now that they 
have things settled... . Roland and Patty 
Wart are on their honeymoon trip to Colo- 
rado. When last heard from they were in 
Manitou Springs, Colorado. 
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B. A. Isaman 
Associate Editor 


Hot weather being upon us with a ven- 
gance, most people are thinking of either 
coming or past vacations. During the 
month, O. D. Spencer took his vacation and 
family to the Black Hills. Spence was there 
just ahead of Ike and as a result had sev- 
eral run-ins with the advance guard of the 
President’s secret service. Spence says he 
felt just like a poacher everytime he caught 
one of the President’s trout. . . . Tom Gold- 
enstein also spent part of his vacation in 
the Black Hills, visiting various caves and 
rock formations. However, being a true 
Nebraskan he came back to McConaughey 
and the Tri- County chain of reservoirs to 
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Photo by Ray Boling 
I'M WAY UP HERE! Don Utterson, con- 


struction, perches high as he operates the 
spinner on a 1515 pair cable. 


do his fishing. . . . Don Swanson spent his 
vacation time in Minnesota. Although it 
was hot here at home, Don was in the mar- 
ket for his long handled undies, as it was 
in the low 30’s and raining while he was 
there. Undaunted by foul weather, Don 
spent a good deal of time fishing—and did 
right well at it... . Roger Ghormley spent 
his vacation in Kansas, visiting his parents 
in Hutchinson. Reports are that the junk 
yards in Hutchinson are now over crowded 
since Roger was there. Seems that Hender- 
son and Wohlberg helped him pack and as 
a result, practically everything of weight 
went along with him. Don Christle 
spent part of his vacation in a scout camp 
again this year. The rest of the time Don 
and his wife spent in the mountains. Joy 
Dobbs is one of the few who spent their 
vacation at home and had company all of 
the time. Welcome company, that is. 
Seems that all his sons and daughters (one 
each) with the grandchildren spent their 
vacation at home this year. Result—a 
grand vacation for the Dobbs’. ... Mary 
Lou Glass spent her vacation at home. 
However ’twas no vacation as she and her 
husband are remodeling their house and 
doing all the work themselves. If any of 
you readers want your roof reshingled, 
contact Mary Lou—she says she’s a darned 
good carpenter, among other things... . 
It’s a little early to think of selling your 
straw hat, but if anyone thinks that they 
are about through with it, Vic Musselman 
will buy it. For some reason Vic has a 


real strong yearning for broken-in hats 
and just can’t resist picking up a stray 
fedora here and there. Either that or else 
Harlan Cane is a darned good salesman. 


Photo by Ray Boling 
YOU’RE WAY DOWN THERE! Cableman Don 
Williams and Helper Harvey Gesch splicing a 
9800-22 in a manhole at 23rd and Sumner, Lin- 
coln., 
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At any rate, Vic now has a straw hat and 
Harlan is jingling money in his pocket and 
wearing that “cat that ate the canary” grin. 
Getting back to vacations in reverse—was 
nice to have Harry Walker, brother of Max 
and son of Claude Walker, walk into the 
office. And speaking of fishing, well you 
oughta talk to Harry and hear some real 
tall Florida stories for a change. Come 
again real soon, Harry. 
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Grace Cruse, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations are getting into full swing. 
... Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Woods left this 
month for Cleveland and Toronto, thence 
to their summer home on Lake Superior 
for several weeks stay. ... H. W. Potter 
is vacationing in California and Texas. We 
hope to have more details of his trip on his 
return. Hulda Gessner attended a 
luncheon and style show in Omaha. ‘The 
show was sponsored by the Yost Post of 
the Telephone Pioneers and the “models” 
were all employees of the Northwestern Bell 
Company. All models made their own 
gowns. Highlight of the month for 
Walter F. Roberts was the June 6 Univer- 
sity of Nebraska commencement exercises. 
Mr. Roberts’ son-in-law, Ralph Hall, re- 
ceived his B. Sc. degree AND his com- 
mission as lieutenant in the Air Force. 
He and Irene will leave for Texas in 
September. Tillie Boyd and Marie 
Hall are attending school!! They have 
entrolled in a six weeks drivers train- 
ing course—automobile drivers that is... . 
All motorists are hereby notified of their 
impending graduation the latter part of July. 
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Ruth Clark, 

Associate Editor 


The General Commercialers it seems are 
a little late in getting started taking vaca- 
tions. We wonder if the cool temperatures 
inside and the 100 degree temperatures 
outside might have something to do with it. 
Two of our men did break away during 
the past month. K. L. Lawson took a 
week to relax at home and A. B. Gorman 
journeyed to Colorado for a two-week va- 
cation. Both now have some remaining 
time left to look forward to. . . Joan 
Moorberg and Kathryn Portsche have been 
busy entertaining company. Joan’s sister 
and family have been visiting from Texas 
and Kay’s sister and family have been 
here from Chicago. 
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J. S. Reed, 
Associate Editor 


This has been a period of changes. 
Claude Helm and Ray Clinton of Central 
District, who had been occupying tempo- 
rary quarters in the general plant office 
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for the past six months, have moved to 
their new office in the 15 & M building. 
George B. Keith, our genial COE installa- 
tion supervisor, received a warm welcome 
when he moved his desk back to its former 
location in the plant office from the 15 & M 
building. . . . Vacation time is right on top 
of us. Dorothy Lefler took off for a visit 
with a brother in Los Angeles, who promised 
to take her on trips to scenic spots in Cali- 
fornia. Dot promised to show us pictures 
and we hope one of them, at least, will 
make the news columns. ... This writer 
has been spending part of his vacation 
time readying plans for a complete altera- 
tion and renovation of his house out in 
College View. The Reeds will live else- 
where for a couple of months, beginning 
about the end of July, while the house is 
being remodeled. Art Keckler, plant 
training supervisor, has been training Wil- 
ber area plant men at Swanton in subscriber 
station testing procedures. 


Francine Hillier, 
Associate Editor 


Bang! They’re off—vacations, that is, 
with Marcia Watson in the lead. Marcia 
reports that she spent a very enjoyable 
week in Chicago with sons, Bob and John. 
. . . Ruthie Scholl spent her vacation “just 
loafing around” at the home of her parents 
in Tecumseh. . . . Mary Pohlenz is on va- 
cation at this writing. . . . Bobbie Weiler 
took off in her “hot-rod” headed Dubuque, 
Iowa, way, for a week end. She brought 
back a nice “red” souvenir—a left arm.... 
Lost—one Chihuahua; name—Penny; own- 
ers—Art and Arlene Higgins. Seems as 
though Penny likes to go for a little walk 
every now and then, but always forgets 
to come home. 
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Mary Ormand, 
Associate Editor 


We welcome the following new employees 
to our department: Maxine Barker, Jean- 
nette Landgraf, Eva Stauning, Donna Wy- 
man, Ernestine Snell, Nancy Klein, Darlene 
Wade, Barbara Nesmith, Jean Clement, 
Barbara Swanda, Wilma Hatra, Beverly 
Brown, Maxine Stiegelmer, Leona Kazda, 
and Maryann Bieber. . . . Vacationers in- 
clude: Juanita Schleif, California; Viola 
Clough, Arkansas; Betty Kroeger, Grand 
Island; Marguerite Walthers, Omaha; Ruth 
Foster, North Platte; Della Wilcox, Flint, 
Michigan; Theresa Peter, California; Mary 
Arthur, Salt Lake City, Utah; Helen Krieg- 
er, Denver, Colorado; Dorothe Keller, North 
and South Dakota; Vera Burk, North Da- 
kota; Dorothea Heckman, Beaver Crossing; 
Ruth Fleischmann, Alma, Michigan; Gladys 
Trumble, Evelyn Soukup, Elaine Hawkins, 
Lillian Hubbard, Lois Meyers, Dorothy 
Appleman and Beth Deinert vacationed at 


home. ... We extend our congratulations 


to Carolyn Becker and Nancy Klein who 
graduated from the University of Nebr. 
Class 1953. . . . Letha Campbell visited at 
home in Aurora over the week-end... . We 
extend sympathy to Marie Portsche in the 
death of her father, Lorenz Portsche. ... 
Coralee Utecht doesn’t usually believe in 
dreams, but declares she dreamed of taking 
a long distance call from a subscriber the 
other night and actually did walk in her 
sleep to the telephone stand to write down 
the number! She has the number on the 
pad to prove it... . Mabel Volpp went to 
Omaha to visit Caroline Ronhovde, form- 
erly of this department, and also her 
brother at Council Bluffs, Ia... .It was a 
mad scramble the other day with all the 
clerks scurrying around trying to catch Lola 
Hetherington’s beads, which had broken 
and rolled in every direction. All were 
accounted for and quiet was restored to 
the front of the operating room... . Betty 
Kroeger journeyed to Omaha to see Ina 
Ozenbaugh off to Monterey, California, 
where she now resides. Ina was formerly 
of this department. 
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Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


The expectancy of cool mountain air 
entice Weldon Maxfield, Sammy Lawrence, 
and the Dean Hobson families to Colorado 
for vacations; Maxfields to their cabin 
retreat, Lawrences to visit relatives, and 
the Hobsons to a tent style camping trip. 
Dean was sure his wife would get a bang 
out of her first such hotel arrangement. 

. . Sylvia and “Red” Hoaglin drove to 
Chicago to visit relatives, detouring to 
Minneapolis and St .Paul enroute, to visit 
friends. Howard Sieler thought St. 
Louis deserved his attention for a week. 
The morning following his departure from 
the office, a sign left in the incoming mail 
basket on his desk read “PLEASE DON’T”. 

. At home vacations seemed the thing 
to do for the L. A. Stacys, Dean Hubbard, 
Al Linden, Jack Tracy, Bob Donaldson, and 


Most of the Les Shirey construction crew 
are shown at the mercy of Ray Boling’s busy 
camera. Left to right: Knud Arngren, Leon- 
ard White, Leland Ward, L. V. Shirey and 


Don Utterson. The sixth member, Merle 
Chamberlain, managed to get out of camera 


range. 
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Bud Miller. . . . During John Eisenbarth’s 
time at home his two sons were on furlough 
from military service. . .. Bill Rosenthal 
vacationed at home, entertaining relatives 
from Illinois and Oregon who were visiting 
him to help the Rosenthals celebrate their 
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary year... 
Jake Isley used some of his free time for 
painting at home, then visited on a farm. 

. . H. G. Ewerth turned carpenter, paint- 
er, etc. during his time off, helping his son 
build a new home. . . . Ivan Olson’s vaca- 
tion at home for one week resulted in ag- 
gravation of an old back injury and he was 
unable to return to work when scheduled. 
We hope he’ll soon be on the mend and 
back on the job . . . Welton Grant fished 
in Minnesota a week then became a wielder 
of the paint brush at home for his remain- 
ing time off. . . . Sanford Nelson, on leave 
of absence to Uncle Sam for six weeks, is 
being entertained by the Navy Reserve Of- 
ficers’ training school in California and 
other points unknown. After this and a 
trip to the east coast last month for similar 
training, he should be able to give us a vivid 
description of a good bit of the U.S.A... . 
Phil Garvey vacationed west of the Rockies, 
attending the Union convention in Cali- 
fornia, and seeing the sights on the west 
coast via the southern route to San Fran- 
cisco. . . . Charles Hansen had a first expe- 
rience in plane travel on an emergency trip 
to Denver where he was called because of 
the serious illness of his brother. . . . Bill 
Hartz is the man who really added the miles 
to the speedometer of his vehicle. His 
itinerary covered the states of Wyoming and 
Montana, a jaunt into Canada while close 
by, then on to California through Washing- 
ton and Oregon; and back home through 
Denver. The scales in the Ladies’ 
Lounge at the Warehouse took a beating 
on the 24th of June, the morning following 
the “fried chicken and all the trimmings” 
picnic at Pioneers Park for the supply and 
construction department office girls. Guests 
of honor were Johnny, two and one-half 
year old son of Ruth Balster, and Audie, 
three year old son of construction depart- 
ment stenographer Dorothy Wise. Needless 
to say, both the wee ones and the big ones 
were well entertained. All of us highly 
recommend the much talked about Pioneer 
Park sport of feeding dry bread (the bigger 
the pieces the better) to the fish and 
geese, and watching them fight over the 
food. . . . It’s difficult to change from this 
vein of happy thoughts to more serious Cir- 
cumstances, but we all wish to extend sin- 
cere sympathy to Ralph Culver and his 
family for the sudden death of Ralph's 
brother, Francis J. Culver, of Lincoln on 
June 10; and to Joe Krhounek and his 
family for the death of Joe’s father. ... 
The welcome mat was polished off and 
displayed on July 7 for George Barkdoll 
who joined our ranks as a night janitor. 
It will be another warm welcome to 
Charlie Riedel who transferred from the 
construction department to the general re- 
pair shop and will be reporting for work 
here following his vacation. 
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Gust Foster's new car has a fine two-tone horn he would probably part with 
at a reasonable price. He doesn't need it. A lady driver stopped in the 
line of traffic in front of him a few nights ago, and as Gust applied his 
brakes, her car lunged toward him in reverse gear. Foster was so frighten- 
ed he couldn't find his horn. Instinctively, he put his head out the 
window and shouted "STOP!"" Folks heard it a half mile away. He got the 


While installing a new switchboard section desired results. The lady stopped. 


at Geneva, Francis Darnold touched off the i 
fire alarm. The fire hall is across the [Le 
Street from the office and Francis was the 

first one to the window to watch the ex- <3 

citement. The siren blew and blew and CWE ABSOLUTELY ~ > WHY DO THEY MAKE 
citizens scurried in all directions trying 7Y ce GUARANTEE SHE ; TELEPHONES BLACK 7 
to find the fire. Francis was much abashed wi CAN'T CRUMPLE Uf: ie 
to find that he was the cause of all the THE FENDERS j 

commotion. y ‘ 
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Darlene Multer, Lin- 
coln traffic, climbed 
out the wrong side of 
bed to answer a mid- 
night telephone call 
and got hopelessly 
lost in her own home. 
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Our "mean man of the month" is Ray Clinton, 
Lincoln maintenance inspector, who presented 
his wife with a power mower as a_ birthday 
present. 
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George Barney was discussing a matter of importance in the office - AH- ANOTHER DROP ! THAT 
of Charles Meshier, using vigorous gestures to emphasize his ’ OUGHT To CARRY ME 
points. He did well until he reached "....and furthermore," when FIFTEEN FEET FARTHER. 
his tilted chair toppled over backwards, and George fetched up 

with a resounding crash on the polished tile floor. 
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August- September 


Walter Roberts was late getting away from the bowler's 
banquet and was half way to Wahoo when he thought to look 
at his gasoline gauge. It read "empty." Our resourceful 
personnel director solved the problem in elementary 
ne insects and weeds. manner. He drained the hoses of wayside filling stations 
OT eed tin own prize roses with a mixture of insecticide and and got just enough gas to nurse his sputtering motor into 
ead kiltet. The roses died, yne and all; and much of Art's Wahoo, 
jove for his fellowmen died with them, 
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“Biggest and Best’ 


E turn to the pages of The Good 

Book for the text of this year’s em- 

ployee picnic lesson. “Be ye also pre- 
pared, for ye know not the hour.” 


At 4:30 p.m. on that fateful August 
8, General Chairman Bruce Sievers cast 
an appraising eye upon a huge stack of 
1,000 succulent steaks, divided them 
mentally by the smallish crowd in at- 
tendance and wondered what in the 
world his committee would do with the 
surplus. He checked with Registrar 
Loran Powell and learned that business 
was slow and that only 674 picnickers 
were then listed on the register. 


The dinner bell rang at 5:45 and the 
lines began to flow swiftly past the 
four serving tables. The trouble was, 
the length of the lines did not dimin- 
ish, while the food supply was rapidly 
dwindling away. Bruce checked the 
register again at 6:15 and found the 
crowd had swelled to 907. Mathema- 
tically, things were still under control. 


Then came the deluge. Martha 
Dietrich came dashing over from the 
registration table with news that a last 
minute rush had developed. The line 
of people waiting to sign their names, 
she panted, extended far down the 
valley. Sievers hurried to an opening 
in the hedge and peered through in dis- 
may. No doubt he was going to be 
eaten out of skillet and urn. 


Seconds later three cars peeled rub- 
ber as their drivers took off in search 
of food. They had instructions to 
scrounge for anything edible. The 
Beach hamburger stand was _ pressed 
into service and its entire output 
shuttled into the picnic larder. In a 
short while the foragers began to return 
with meats and produce from the 
town’s delicatessens and dairy stores. 
Finally everyone was fed, although the 
last three hundred were forced to 


munch on ham, lunch meats and potato 
chips. The Registration Committee 
closed its books and fled. The total 
attendance—a whopping 1,206! 


Those were the most exciting mo- 
ments of the Employees Picnic. Other- 
wise it went as an orderly picnic should. 
The day was perfect. The afternoon 
events filled the agenda from two 
o'clock until the dinner hour. Ralph 
Connors organized a kids’ ball game to 
provide the early entertainment. After- 
wards the red-hot LT&T regulars took 
the field against an assortment of 
former greats, with the regulars prov- 
ing their mettle by a score of 13 to 3. 
Walter Roberts announced the events, 
hopefully interpolating some of his bet- 
ter jokes. Harold Brady and Bob Ross 
unveiled a fine variety of games and 
contests, dealing out prizes with a lav- 
ish hand. Tickets to the rides and con- 
cessions were reeled off with equal gen- 
erosity, while the bingo party returned 
heavy dividends to those who remained 
at the tables after the dishes were 
cleared away. Thirteen special prizes 
were offered at the dinner hour and 
were claimed by Phyllis Bartels, 
Seward; Harlan Gillespic, Beatrice; and 
Harvey Gesch, F. D. Hamilton, Rollie 
Winders, Bill Rosenthal, Bob Ross, 
Mina Jorgensen, Bob Wenzel, Otis 
Clark, R. L. Dalton, Clem Bottorff and 


Lester Ellis, all of Lincoln. 


In ringing down the curtain, Gen: 
eralissimo Walter Roberts asks that we 
call for a round of hearty applause for 
all those who gave so freely of their 
time and energy in making the picn. 
a resounding success. It was Bert Hu: 
dleston, retired general storekeeper who 
said it, and he should qualify as an 
authority. “I think I’ve been to everv 
picnic since 1912,” quoth he, “and this 
one was the biggest and best of them 
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ill inserts, explaining the rate change, 
were mailed to all subscribers with their 
August statement. Verna Alexander, Claud- 
ette Helm and Jean Baker, all of Lincoln 
Commercial, are shown preparing the inserts 
for mailing to the exchanges. 


At Ashland we find Gladys Ball, commer- 
cial clerk, and John Potter, manager, hard at 
work changing subscribers’ record cards to 
conform to the new rate structure. 


Members of the general shop were on fy]] 
time schedule converting the mechanism of 
public telephones to accommodate the ten 
cent rate for city calls. W. C. Maxfield ang 
Milton Royce are shown performing the 
operation. 


Rate Increase Brings Needed Revenue .. Hard Work 


N August 4, the Nebraska State 

Railway Commission announced its 
decision on the application of LT€&?T 
for a general rate increase, granting 
a rate schedule which will return, in 
added monthly rentals, from 25 to 65 
cents on residence service; from 25 to 
60 cents on rural service and from 35 
cents to $2.65 on business telephones. 
The new rate reduces the amount re- 
quested by the company in its applica- 
tion by about $175,000 annually. The 
company had asked for $108,755 per 
month in additional revenue. The 
change in rates became effective 
August 6. 


The order brought a flurry of ex- 
citement and a large amount of work 
into nearly every department in the 
organization, as is partially revealed by 
the illustrations on this page. Telephone 
statements for all but one billing period 
had to be computed on the basis of 
fractional charges extending from the 
sixth of the month, the effective date 
of the increased rates. It created a 
mammoth task for the accounting de- 
partment, as well as for all local com- 
mercial offices. 

Vice President Hale expressed his 
disappointment that the full amount of 
the requested increase had not been 
granted. “We asked for no more than 
we felt was absolutely necessary in 


view of operation conditions and 


Busy days in the accounting department 
as each subscriber’s card was changed to con- 
form to the new service rates. Hard at the 
task are Geraldine Lorenzen; Rosalie Carlson; 
G. W. Jahn, revenue accountant; Don Nelson: 
Clara Jones and M. W. Franklin. 
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needs,” he said. Mr. Hale pointed out 
that our last rate schedule was estab- 
lished .in 1949, and since then operating 
costs have greatly increased. LT&T 
has had three general wage increases, 
while taxes and material costs are con- 
siderably higher. 

Another important point revealed in 
the testimony in support of the appli- 
cation is that our company is dedicated 
to furnishing the people of southeast 
Nebraska—at the lowest possible cost— 
telephone service that is continually 
improving and expanding. To do this, a 
financially healthy company is vital. 
Vital to employees, who want good 
wages, secure jobs and chances to 
advance. Vital to customers, who want 
good telephone service, and more of 
it, at a reasonable price. Vital to in- 
vestors, who want safety of investment 
and a reasonable return for the use of 
their money. And the last is not the 
least important. 

To achieve our goal in providing the 
public with good and adequate tele- 
phone service it has been necessary to 
engage ina large construction program. 
This requires new money, but in the 
face of rising costs our companys 
e-rnings became insufficient to com. 
pe.e with other businesses for available 
investment money. Other industries 
have been able to increase prices to 
offset spiralling costs in recent years, 


Changing card records of Lincoln subscrib- 
ers was gigantic assignment of Business Office 
clerks. Part of the large crew of workers 
is shown here. From left: Virginia Anderson, 
Ruth Younger and Jean Baker. 


but since 1940 telephone rates have 
increased only about one-fourth the 
amount of the consumer price index. 
It is hoped that our new rates will help 
us in attracting investors and enable us 
to provide our customers with the 
kind of service they want, when they 
want it. 


Installing and testing the dime-a-call tele. 
Phones was the job of the combinationman, 
Paul Winscot, Lincoln Plant, is giving his 
O.K. to one he has just replaced at the North- 
western Depot. 


Fractional charges appeared on Mos 
ecribers’ statements, complicating the . SUb- 
the billing machine operators of the Ace. of 
ing department. In the picture, Este}), Sunt. 
is in the act of preparing a statemen}; Ochi 


Phil Bailey 


W. R. Huddleston 


Cablemen Turn Fire Fighters 


aE timely arrival of a cable splicing 

team with their fire extinguisher 
saved a railroad bridge from possible 
destruction on July 6. W. R. “Bill” 
Huddleston, splicer, and Phil Bailey, 
helper, were driving along the highway 
near Cortland when they saw smoke 
arising from the timbers of the bridge. 
The railroad parallels the highway at 
that point. 

Bill brought the truck to a halt and 
the two men rushed to the scene with 
the extinguisher. The fire had gained 
considerable headway but in a short 
while they were able to bring it under 
control. Then they went on their way. 

A few days later an inquiry came 
from the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany concerning the identity of the 
men who had done them the service. 
It was some time before the informa- 
tion could be obtained, for Huddleston 
and Bailey had apparently thought no 
more of the incident. At least they 
weren't talking, 

Each of the men have since received 
a letter of commendation and a savings 
bond from J. E. Mulick, superintend- 
ent for the U.P. at Omaha, in appre- 
ciation of their prompt action in sav- 
ing the bridge from further damage. 


Ready For the Fiddler 


PHE “Forty-Niners” are tuning up 
for the start of a new season in 
early October. President Clem Bottorff 
has issued an invitation to all employees 
to join the fun and, for the benefit of 
those who are new to the art of square 
dancing, he has announced that two 
pre-season classes will be held in the 
general office club room on September 
18 and 25. The classes will be in charge 
ot George Mann. 
Regular dances of the club are held 
twice monthly during the winter season. 


Something To Remember 


‘Casas CRUSE, personnel secretary, 

and Tillie Boyd, Co-Op Credit 
Union bookkeeper, occupy adjacent of- 
tices in the personnel department but 
their office hours are not the same. This 
sometimes leads to confusion on the 
part of their customers. 


Mrs. Cruse, who accepts applications 
for employment and does a multitude 
of other chores for the personnel de- 
partment, is on the job from 8:00 to 
5:00, Monday through Friday. The 
personnel department is not open for 
business on Saturdays. 


Mrs. Boyd, who keeps the accounts, 
accepts and dispenses money for the 
Co-Op, works from 8:40 to 5:00, Mon- 
day through Friday, and from 8:40 to 
12:00, noon, on Saturdays. This makes 
it handy for employees to transact their 
Co-Op business across the desk if they 
so desire. 


Bennet Operator 
Helps Avert Tragedy 


T a farm home near Bennet in mid- 

July, a 12-year-old boy, Paul Hart- 
shorn, was watching over his 2-year-old 
niece while the grown-ups were away. 
While at play the 
little girl suffered a 
bad fall from her 
tricycle which ren- 
dered her uncon- 
scious. With rare 
presence of mind, 
Paul ran to the tele- 
phone and explained 
the circumstances to 
Eilene Thomas, op- 
erator at Bennet, 
who contacted a nurse of her acquaint- 
ance, dispatching her to the scene. 
Later the services of a physician were 
obtained at a nearby town and the girl 
transported to a Lincoln hospital where 
an emergency operation was performed 
for a ruptured spleen. 


Eilene Thomas 


This fine example of judgment and 
service might well have passed unsung 
had not the mother of Paul, Mrs. Alma 
Hartshorn, of Lincoln, called to relate 
the incident to the traffic department 
and ask that her thanks and commen- 
dation be communicated to Miss 
Thomas at Bennet. 
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Charles J. Novak 


Charles H. Kermoade 


Promotions For Kermoade 


And Novak 

HARLES H. KERMOADE, who 

has been exchange manager at Mil- 
ford for the past year, was appointed to 
fill the newly created post as resident 
manager at Western. In this position 
Mr. Kermoade will also have charge 
of the exchanges at Tobias and Swan- 
ton. The announcement was made in 
local newspapers by T. E. Longdon, 
Fairbury area manager, who explained 
that the position is being established 
to aid in giving prompt attention to re- 
pair work, installations and service re- 
quests for the three exchanges in south 
Saline County. 

Mr. Kermoade came to the company 
as groundman at Auburn. He served 
three years with the “Sea-Bees” during 
World War II, returning to employ- 
ment at Auburn in 1946. He later 
worked in the construction department 
and as combinationman at Syracuse and 
Seward before moving to Milford last 
October. 

Charles J. Novak, former combina- 
tionman at Wahoo, has been selected 
to succeed Mr. Kermoade as exchange 
manager at Milford. Mr. Novak's tele- 
phone experience includes eight years’ 
employment with the Citizens Tele- 
phone Company at Malmo, and service 
with the Army Signal Corps in the 
E.T.O. during World War Il. He 
held the rating of staff sergeant and 
was twice wounded in action. He 
joined LT&T in 1945. While at Wahoo 
Mr. Novak was active in Boy Scout 
work and a member of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. 


The first telephone advertisement, 
printed 76 years ago, offered for rental 
“telephones for the transmission of 
articulate speech through instruments 
not more than 20 miles apart.” 


“| 


Mrs. Rose Marie Miller, on leave of ab- 
sence from the Nebraska City traffic depart- 


ment, is the mother of a baby girl named 
Suzan Marie. 


Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Maly announce 


Norman Duer, telephone power hitter, digs a fast one out of 
the dust at a midsummer night game. The impartial umpire is 
Loran Powell, of the engineering department, who hews to the line 


Shouting advice from the LT&T bench during their turn at bat are, i - : : : : Seng. 
from far left: Mike Connors, bat boy; Les Ellis, scorekeeper; John Find- z . 


and lets the chips fall where they may. 


and Erv Pfeifer. 


Softball Team Packed Mighty Wallop 


Sees of a glorious past stalked 
the diamond in Lincoln softball 
circles as one of the most polished 
teams of recent years carried the colors 
of LT&T into a tie for the champion- 
ship in the AA-1 City League. The 
boys might have done even better had 
their fellow workers—and we do mean 
you—turned out in greater number to 
cheer them on. The team record for 
the year was a respectable 18 games 
won to only eight losses. The final 
and most bitter pill was to lose the 
play-off game for the league pennant. 
Charlie Connors, player manager, 
made good use of the talent at hand in 
molding a team that had both power 


The season’s largest turnout of telephone 
rooters found plenty to make them happy 
as their favorites put the game on ice in 
one big inning. 


at the plate and skill in the field. A 
mid-season winning streak marked the 
LT&T boys as strong contestants for 
the crown. Consequently each op- 


ponent was primed and ready with 
their strongest aggregations when they 
met the telephone nine. The loss of 
some heart-breakers in late season was 


their undoing. The team roster in- 
cluded Norman Duer, John Findley, 
John Shipp, Dean Hobson, Howard 
Sieler, Jack Mankamyer, Ervin Pfeifer, 


Jack Geist, Don Smith, Dale Weaver, 


Robert Britton, Ron Cotton, Leonard 
and Charles 


White, Robert 


Connors. 


Leary 


Leisure Days for Mrs. Docekal 


ARY DOCEKAL, chief 
Operator-cashier at Brainard, ob- 


former 


served the last day of her active em- 
ployment on June 
30. Her retirement 
on pension was an- 


nounced by the 
Benefit Committee 


on July 1. The name 
of Docekal has been 
synonymous with 
telephone service in 
eastern Butler 
County since the 
coming of the inde- 
pendent industry to those parts. Of- 
ficially the husband-wife team of Ben 
and Mary date their employment from 
their taking over the operation of the 
Farmers Telephone Company at Abie 
in 1928. Unofficially the experience 
of both extends farther into the past. 


Mary Docekal 


Mary was a school girl when she 


first sat at the switchboard in her 
home town of Linwood. In all she 
contributed nine years of service to 
the little company and one year as night 
operator for the Northwestern Bell at 
Schuyler before the move to Abie. 

The Abie company was purchased 
by LT&T in 1930 and the following 
year the exchange was discontinued 
and the lines cut to Bruno. Mrs. Doce- 
kal transferred to the latter town as 
chief operator-cashier while Ben became 
combinationman at David City. In 
August 1939 the family moved to 
Brainard where Mary had charge of 
the exchange until its conversion to 
dial operation last year. 

Mrs. Docekal misses the intimate 
contacts with the community as a whole 
which are known only to a_switch- 
board operator, but in her present as- 
signment as full-time home-keeper she 
has already discovered a dozen new 
outlets for her energy and is busy 
from morning till night. 
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JOURNEY’S END 


Henry Otte, father of Paula Otte, secre- 
tary to the Southern District Manager, passed 
away in Beatrice on July 19. Funeral serv- 
ices were held July 22 at St. Paul’s Lutheran 


Church in Plymouth, with interment at 
Beatrice. 
George Haverkamp, father of Estelle 


Foght, accounting department, died at Grin- 
nell, Kansas, on July 20. 

Martin Hirsch, father of Geraldine Don- 
aldson O'Neal, died July 20. Funeral serv- 
i>-s were held July 23 at the Presbyterian 
Church in Fairbury. Mrs. O’Neal is on 


military leave from the company. 


L. E. Bacon, father of Yvonne Snyder 
and father-in-law of Lu Bacon, Hastings 
Traffic, passed away in Hastings on July 21. 

Lois Branch, daughter of pensioner Harry 
Branch of North Platte, passed away July 25. 

Alex Bruntz, father of Shirley Bruntz, 
Hastings Traffic, passed away in Hastings 
on July 27. 

Mrs. Nona Norton, mother of Frank Nor- 
ton, Lincoln service department, died July 


17 at Pittsfield, Illinois. 


Opal Kroese 


ley: Leonard White; Charles Connors, manager: John Shipp; Ron Cotton i 4 : ane, | heck, 1 bales 


Marlene Thompson 


Speech Highway Used to Save a Life 


‘Oe KROESE, Lincoln long dis- 
tance operator, had been requested 

to notify a party calling from a public 
telephone when three minutes had ex- 
pired. As she cut in on the line she 
was startled to hear her customer say, 
“T have cut my wrist and am going to 
turn on the gas.” Opal was so ex- 
cited she scarcely knew if she gave the 
time warning. She called to her serv- 
ice assistant, Marlene Thompson, and 
breathlessly told her of the happening. 
Mrs. Thompson called the party in 
Wyoming to whom the Lincoln man 


had been talking, who suggested that 
he would immediately get in touch with 
other members of the family in Lincoln. 
Marlene agreed to notify the police. 

The rest of the story is simply told. 
When officers arrived at the scene they 
found the Lincoln relatives already 
gathered around. The man’s wrist had 
been bandaged and the gas fumes had 
not yet become dangerous. Whether a 
tragedy was actually averted or not, 
our two quick-thinking ladies are to be 
commended for the prompt and pru- 
dent manner in which they handled a 
delicate situation. 


Dick And Harry 


N what should remain as the thrill of 

a lifetime, Richard Hansen of the 
Lincoln night custodian forces had a 
forty-minute interview with the Hon- 
orable Harry S. Truman at the latter’s 
office at Kansas City, Missouri, on 
July 24. 

Dick is presently at work on an 
article, “Young People in Politics,” 
which he hopes will one day be pub- 
lished in a leading national magazine. 
Mr. Hansen can write with a pen of 
authority on this subject, for he is both 
young and very much in politics. He 
has taken a leading role in carrying 
the torch for a revision of the presi- 
dential primary system and is active in 
political groups on both state and lo- 
cal levels. 

It was in connection with the gather- 
ing of material for this article that 


Dick gained the interview with the 
He found Mr. Tru- 
Dick ex-- 
pressed his amazement at the appar- 
ent health of a man who had carried 
the responsibilities of the highest office 
in the land for eight years. Mr. Tru- 
man’s reply was characteristic. “I think 
it is because I have always liked my 
job,” he said. “TI haven't always wanted 
the job that was assigned to me, but I 
have always learned to like it.” Mr. 
Truman asserted that the subject of 
young people in politics was one to 
which he enthusiastically subscribed, 
and would talk about until the day he 
died. 

Mr. Hansen is a law student at the 
University of Nebraska and has been 
employed in the accounting and plant 
departments on a part time basis for the 
past six years. 


former President. 
man vigorous and _ hearty. 
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the arrival of a son, Gaylen Ray. Mrs. Maly 
is on leave of absence from the Wahoo traffic 
department. 

Darrell Mather, Plattsmouth plant depart- 
ment, is the proud papa of a son born July 1. 
_ Mr. and Mrs. Francis Nickelson welcome 
Laurie Kay, who arrived June 2. Francis is 
a member of the Wahoo plant department. 

A girl was born July 15 to Mrs. Lila 
Gold, Plattsmouth Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Cruickshank are the 
proud parents of a son, James Steven, born 
July 11. Jim is employed in the Eastern 
District office, Lincoln. 

A son, Wayne Alan, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. George Bossung on July 26. George is 
employed in the construction department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Knight announce 
the birth of a daughter, Pegi Diane, July 29. 
Mr. Knight is employed in the supply de- 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Nelson are the 
proud parents of a son born August 5. Dennis 
Alan weighed in at 7 pounds and 14 ounces. 
Don is employed in the accounting depart- 
ment. 


A son, Mark Edward, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward Michel on August 20. 
Shirley is on leave of ‘absence from the 
supply department. 

A baby boy was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Dale Orton, August 11. Mrs. Orton is on 
leave of absence from the Nebraska City 
commercial department. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Blackford are the 
proud parents of a son, Wesley Dean, born 
August 25. Papa Bob is an employee of 
the Lincoln service department. 


NOP Telephone Calls 
Average 5,600 Daily 


A 15-foot switchboard is required to 
+ handle approximately 5,600 calls 
daily at the Nebraska Ordnance Plant 
in Saunders County. The switchboard 
is housed in a brick building located in 
the administration area and is operated 
24 hours a day. 

With approximately 25 square miles 
of plant, the telephone is one of the 
primary time savers available on the 
plant area. 

Conversations are kept short and 
“telephone courtesy” is practiced be- 
cause of the large number of 
which must be handled over the plant 
telephone system.—NOP News. 


calls 


W. O. McOmber 
Crete 
35 Years 


Ruth Rittenhouse 
Hebron 
20 Years 


Lillian B. Campbell 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Eunice V. Sintek 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


D. R. Smith 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Dan W. Smith 
Beatrice 
20 Years 


Ethel E. Park 
Crete 
10 Years 


Mary A. Tackett 
Nebraska City 
10 Years 


R. H. Gray Edith I. Mattson 
Seward Stromsburg 
30 Years 30 Years 


tH 


Forty-Eight Years 
C. E. Cummings, Lincoln. 


Forty-Four Years 
Vern Campbell, David City; J. A. Dobbs, 
Lincoln. 
Forty-Three Years 


Laura E. Douty, Seward. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
J. M. Hobson, Ernest Wedgwood, Lincoln; 
Sophia M. Windels, Syracuse. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
J. A. Mason, Hastings; H. W. Spurlock, 


Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, J. Lloyd 
Lyne, H. C. Smith, Lincoln; W. A. Letellier, 
Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Five Years 
W. O. McOmber, Crete; D. R. Smith, 


Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 


F. F. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Superior; 
Hattie L. Marquardt, York. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Carolina A, Iwohn, Clatonia; G. W. Jahn, 
H. F. Staley, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
L. H. Pierce, Lincoln: Eva _ F. Davis, 
Weeping Water. 
Thirty Years 


W. C. Maxfield, H. M. Studier, Lincoln: 
R. H. Gray, Seward; Edith I. Mattson, 
Stromsburg. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Myrtle L. Henline, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Vey Warren, Beatrice; R. D. Andrews, 


B. J. Sievers, M. C. Walker, Vera M. Was- 


son, Lincoln. 
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H. M. Studier 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


R. J. Connors 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Twenty-Six Years 
G. E. Damon, Auburn; R. J. Weis, Geneva; 
E. T. Dougherty, J. J. Eisenbarth, L. W. 
Neff, G. E. Walroth, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
C. E. Hedstrom, Hastings; R. J. Connors, 
W. R. Knee, Lincoln; Kathryn M. Owens, 
Nebraska City; Alex Pauley, York. 


Twenty-Four Years 
F. D. Nave, Fairbury; Ruth A. Fleisch- 
mann, V. B. Musselman, Marjorie J. Whit- 
ing, Lincoln; Dora Plessel, Seward. 


Twenty-Iwo Years 


Camilla Selzer, David City; Hotilda A. 
Eurich, Friend. 


Twenty Years 
Clara VanMatre, Ashland; Dan W. Smith, 
Beatrice: Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron; E. Pearl 
Bishop, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
A. L. Ager, Alvina R. Miller, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
G. T. Henderson, Lincoln; E. W. Neujahr, 
Syracuse. 
Sixteen Years 
Beryl I. Leslie, Fairbury; Ada I. Shipp, 
York. 


Thirteen Years 
Dorothy M. Waters, Nebraska City. 


Twelve Years 


Vera M. Sweetser, Fairbury; J. R. Shipp, 
M. Gladys Trumble, Lincoln; H. E. Olsen, 
Wahoo. 


Eleven Years 


Leta E. Holscher, Auburn; O. B. Dill, 
David City; G. Jeanne Lytton, Fairbury; 
Helen A. Adermann, Geneva; Knud Arn- 
gren, Ferne E. Burns, W. E. Hayes, M. E. 
Royce, R. A. Stall, D. W. Utterson, Lincoln; 
G. E. Eggleston, Pawnee City; W. R. Behrns, 
Anna M. Sramek, Wahoo. 


C. E. Hedstrom 
Hastings 
25 Years 


Kathryn M. Owens 
Nebraska City 
25 Years 
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Ten Years 


Alys E. White, Beatrice; Ethel E. Park, 
Crete; Ricka C. Schenk, Fairbury; Audrey E. 
Ransom, Hastings; Lillian B. Campbell, F. P. 
Condos, Arlene I. Higgins, Eunice V. Sintek, 
Jean M. Vybiral, Lincoln; Mary A. Tackett, 
Nebraska City; Artis M. Bowen, York. 


Nine Years 


L. J. Hanus, David City; Shirley M. Hess, 
I. L. Olson, Lincoln; Lorraine L. Steckley, 
Nebraska City; Clara M. Chambers, Superior; 
Ferne P. Wilger, York. 


Eight Years 


J. D. Behrns, David City; H. G. Cudaback, 
Helen Hall, A. L. Higgins, C. F. Hutchison, 
Lincoln; Dorothy A. Agena, Tecumseh; C. J. 
Novak, Milford; Duane Grove, York. 


Seven Years 


H. C. Rogers, Auburn; Margaret S. Cor’ 
nell, David City; Emilie A. Bleich, Fairbury; 
John Scheirman, Geneva; Nettie P. Baker, 
F. L. McCormick, D. R. McKean, Hastings; 
Shirley N. Bauer, F. D. Hamilton, B. T. 
Hayes, R. L. Hohnstein, Edna D. Komma, 
J. D. Lewis, J. H. Loudenback, G. E. Obert, 
R. W. Swanson, H. D. Wart, R. M. White, 
Lincoln; L R. Reed, York. 


Six Years 


D. R. Joynt, Arline F. Wright, Hastings; 
E. W. Drewel, E. O. Lytle, L. E. Reighard, 
Lincoln; M. L. Pilfold, Osceola; Mary M. 


Kalin, Tecumseh. 


Five Years 


June L. Vanarsdall, Auburn; Eve M. 
Dunning, H. F. Hansen, Lineah H. Johnson, 
David City; J. L. Ruble, Fairbury; A. G. 
DeBacker, R. H. Smith, Hastings; W. E. 
Berkland, G. R. Bossung, Wm. J. Cotton, Jr., 
L. G. Ellis, I. C. Hellerich, M. E. Nickell, 
Berthamae Ward, R. R. Wendall, R. E. 
White, Lincoln; Ruby M. Clites, Rose E. 
Denson, Nebraska City; H. A. Williams, 
Pawnee City; Helen Eis, Syracuse; J. H. 
Buck, York. 


Alex Pauley 
York 
25 Years 


Clara VanMatre 


Ashland 
20 Years 


Audrey E. Ransom 


Hastings 
10 Years 


E. Pearl Bishop 


Jean M. Vybiral 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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Lincoln 
20 Years 


Artis M. Bowen 


York 
10 Years 


Ricka C. Schenk 


Fairbury 
10 Years 


Alys E. White 
Beatrice 
10 Years 


1952 Annual Report 


Wins Award 


“HIGHEST Merit Award” rating 

was given LT&T’s Annual Report 
to Shareholders for 1952 in a survey of 
annual reports recently conducted by 
Financial World magazine. 

The award carried this citation: “for 
distinguished achievement in annual re- 
porting and in recognition of the ex- 
cellence of its 1952 annual report to 
shareholders.” It certified that “the 
1952 financial statement of the above 
company was judged among the most 
modern from the standpoint of con- 
tent, typography and format of the 
5,000 annual reports examined during 
19533" 

Of the 5,000 company reports ex- 
amined, 1,923 were qualified for final 
judging in 100 industrial classifications. 
LT&T’s report will be one of 32, repre- 
senting companies in the communica- 
tions field, to compete for a higher 
award-—a bronze “Oscar of Industry.” 


. 


mual 
eport 


fotheYpor : 
1952. 


he 
LINCOLN TELEPHONE 
3 AD oe 
TELEGRAPH COMPAY 


The report was written by A. B. 
Gorman, advertising manager, and 
printed by Woodruff Printing Com- 
pany, of Lincoln. 


Blood Donations Continue 

Blood donors at the visit of the Red 
Cross Bloodmobile on June 29-30 were 
Lawrence Connealy, Accounting; and 
Della Wilcox, Lincoln Traffic. 

The Red Cross calls attention to the 
fact that blood has become a mayor 
weapon in our arsenal of death fighters 
and that the doner today may be the 
recipient tomorrow. 


Hulda L. Bippes 
Service Asst. 
Auburn 


Delores J. Bauer 
Service Asst. 
Syracuse 


a 


Mary Lou Glass 
Secretary 
Lincoln 


Ruth M. Clark 
Sr. Secretary 
Lincoln 


Kathryn M. Portsche 
Sr. Secretary 
Lincoln 


W. C. Stewart 
Equipment Foreman 
General Plant 


Promotions, Transfers and Title Changes 


Accounting 


Elinore A. Wunch, advanced clerical to tem- 
porary senior supervisor, Lincoln. 


Commercial 


Dorothy L. Biggerstaff, operator, traffic, to 
cashier, Auburn. 

Ruth M. Clark, secretary to senior secretary, 
general commercial. 

Joan L. Corbett, clerk to cashier, Hastings. 

Shirley F. Stock, operator, traffic, to clerk, 
Auburn. 

Velda Wagner, operator, traffic, to clerk, 
Fairbury. 

Engineering 

Mary Lou Glass, stenographer to secretary, 

Lincoln. 
Executive Offices 

Kathryn M. Portsche, senior secretary, gen- 

eral commercial to vice-president’s office. 
Plant 
Francis C. Asper, installers helper, COE, 


to switchman, general plant. 


V. H. Baum, advanced clerical to facility- 
man, general plant. 


John D. Brockmeyer, combinationman, Beat- 
rice to Hebron. 


J. G. Durr, combinationman to lineman, 
construction, Nebraska City. 


W. K. Eltiste, lineman, construction, Ne- 
braska City, to combinationman, Weeping 
Water. 

Ronald L. Hibbert, lineman, exchange, to 
combinationman, general plant. 

Clyde W. Higgins, splicer’s helper, con- 
struction, to routineman, COE, general 
plant. 

J. W. Landenberger, lineman, York con- 
struction, to combinationman, Friend. 
Earl E. Meese, draftsman, engineering, to 

routineman, COE, general plant. 

Milton B. Miles, routineman, COE, general 
plant, to groundman, construction. 

C. G. Riedel, lineman, construction, to shop- 
man, supply. 


Ruth I. Robinson, operator, York, to clerk, 
general traffic. 


W. C. Stewart, service foreman to equip- 
ment foreman, general plant. 


Wm. L. Templin, janitor to routineman, 
COE, general plant. 

John E. Turner, lineman, construction, to 
combinationman, Beatrice. 


O. D. Watley, routineman, COE, to com- 
binationman, general plant. 


Traffic 


Delores J. Bauer, operator to service assist- 
ant, Syracuse. 


Hulda L. Bippes, operator to service assist- 
ant, Auburn. 


Goldie F. Drake, operator, Tecumseh to Lin- 
coln. 

Elaine M. Hall, operator, to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 

Jean A. Heyen, operator, Hebron to York. 

Ruth A. Scholl, clerk to stenographer, gen- 
eral traffic. 


Buried Toll Cable Doesn't Rest In Peace 


A WORKMAN using a water auger 
{4 for running sewer and water lines 
to his new home in North Lincoln cut 
into the cable which connects the city 
with the transcontinental toll system 
several miles to the north. The accident 
occurred at 3:06 p.m., Sunday, August 
9. Only nine minutes later telephone 
men were on the scene, beginning the 
excavation to expose the damaged sec- 
tion of the cable. 

At this point the cable is of com- 
posite structure, containing about 100 
local circuits in addition to those for 
long distance, radio networks, wire 
photo, teletypewriter and the press, all 
of which were put out of order immedi- 
ately. Access to the radio network was 
soon gained through the test board at 
Grand Island, while press services were 


shunted into Lincoln by way of Kansas 
City. 

Cliff Artz produced a retinue of 
cablemen who worked in shifts until 
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repairs were completed. By 10 p.m. 
circuits to Omaha were re-established, 
and all toll circuits were working by 
six o'clock next morning. Having a 
hand in the performance were August 
Brunke, Bob Turner, Cy Hutchison, 
Jim Tice, Mack Nickell, Bill Huddle: 
ston and Roy Mills. 


This is the second time the cable has 
been cut at about the same location and 
under similar circumstances. A_ sign 
marking the position of the under- 
ground cable stood within ten feet of 
the point at which the auger struck the 
sheath. 

The picture at left shows the exca- 
vation, hastily dug to expose the break. 
Examining the damage is Pat McKinty, 
cableman for AT&T, for that company 
was also greatly concerned with the 
service interruption and dispatched ex- 
pert help to the scene. 


NAME A MOVIE 
Win a $25 
U. S. Savings Bon 


Yes, that’s right. We're not kidding. We want 
your help in coming up with a name for a movie. 


What movie? 


A movie commemorating the company’s 50th an- 
niversary in 1954. The picture will be in color and 


run about 25 minutes. It will review highlights of 
the company’s history and show the scope of its 
present-day operations. It will be shown to employees, 


schools, civic groups, etc. 


The title should be short, five words or less 
if possible, and show imagination. 
“30 Years of LT&T Progress” are too commonplace 


and are not desired. 


Send your entry or entries (you may en- 
ter as many as you wish) to: 


A. B. Gorman 
Advertising Manager 
Lincoln 


Geraldine Donaldson became the bride of 
Erwin O’Neal in a recent ceremony. Geral- 
dine is on military leave from the Fairbury 
traffic department. 


The marriage of Darlene Taylor, operator 
at Plattsmouth, and Orlo Coakley took place 
at the home of the bride’s parents in Weep- 
ing Water on June 14. 


Donna Oram, service operator at Lincoln, 
and Donald Shafton of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, were married June 29 at LaVerne, 
Minnesota. 

Wedding bells rang on July 5 for Lois 
Broady, Tecumseh Traffic, and Clifford Lacey, 
Jr. The ceremony was performed in Te- 
cumseh. 


Darlene Roubal, David City Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Paul Buresch on July 28 at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in David City. 


The contest is open to all LT&TI employees and 
pensioners and closes November 1, 1953. All en- 
tries become the property of the LT&’T company and 


the decision of the judges is final. The company 


Names such as 


reserves the right to edit or change entries, if de- 
sirable. However, the best entry, in the opinion of 
the judges, will win the prize even though it may 


not be used in its exact original form. 


ALSO WANTED: Women’s apparel for 


historical scenes representing years of 1904, 
1915 and 1941, or thereabouts. If you have 
such apparel or know who does, please call or 
write Mr. Gorman at Lincoln. 


Phyllis Boltz of Dannebrog and Darrell 
Cottingham, switchman at Lincoln, were 
united in marriage on July 5 at the St. Paul 


English Lutheran Church in Grand Island. 


The marriage of Helen Martin and Wayne 
Katzberg was solemnized on July 18. Mrs. 
Katzberg is a member of the Hastings traf- 
fic department. 


Mary Shrontz, Superior Traffic, and De- 
Lane Ahrens were married on July 31 at the 
Lutheran Church in Superior. 


Caroline Brehm is the Nebraska City 
“Bride of the Month.” She and Norman 
Teten of Talmage were united in marriage 
on August 7. 


The Emanuel Lutheran Church in Lin- 
coln was the scene of the August 8 wed- 
ding of Darlene Hruza, Lincoln Accounting, 
and Vernon Russell. 

Harriette Smith of the Wahoo traffic de- 
partment became the bride of Kenneth Keller 
on August 9 at the Methodist Church in 
Wahoo. 

The wedding of Betty Jezek, operator at 
Geneva, and Ronald Barnett took place on 
August 16 at the Methodist Church in 
Geneva. 
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About People and Things 

Dewey Nelsen, ledger supervisor of 
the accounting department, received 
word that he has been awarded one of 
the 43 cash prizes in the national Syncro 
Sander contest which closed on May 
31 after running for several months. In 
commenting on Mr. Nelsen’s entry, the 
contest editor wrote: “May we con- 
gratulate you on your originality of 
thought and intelligent comments which 
were factors that governed the de- 
cision of the judges.” Dewey's interest 
in wood-working is of many years’ 
standing, and his skill of more than lo- 
cal renown. 

E. A. Ernst, area manager, Platts- 
mouth, officiated at the installation of 
the new officers of the Plattsmouth 
Lions Club at the regular meeting of 
the organization on July 7. Ed is 
an international councilor for the Lions 
Club, and a past district governor. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to Whom It Is 
Furnished Without Charge 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 


TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Miles of New Conduit 


(NE of the company’s present large 
projects has been much in evidence 
in recent weeks in the placing of a long 
line of conduit from Lincoln’s 6-office 
at 49th and Huntington streets to a 
junction with the present underground 
system at 31st and O, a distance of near- 
ly 214 miles. The work is being done 
by Dobson Construction Company. 


Already in the process of being 
pulled into the underground duct is a 
huge new cable, first of its kind 
these parts. The cable, of composite 
construction, will contain six inner 
video cables of specially constructed 
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Laying the conduit in a 112-mile-long trench 
on North 48th Street. General Foreman Her- 
man Studier looks over the huge trench dig- 
ging machine in foreground. 


shielded copper wire for transmission 
of television to Stations KFOR-TV and 
KOLN-TV. The cable will also con- 
tain over 1,500 wires to provide for 
inter-office trunking facilities and serv- 
ice to about 1,000 telephones in north- 
east Lincoln. The cable is being pulled 
through in sections averaging 600 feet 
in length. 


Additional cables will be placed later 
in the new six-duct conduit to replace 
overhead long distance lines on east O 
street and to provide expanded facilities 
for the rapidly growing eastern section 
of the city. 


Joy Dobbs Ends 44-Year 


Career as Telephone Man 
OY A. DOBBS, field engineer, re- 


tired from active service on Septem- 
ber 1, closing a record of employment 
that extends, unbroken, back to the 
young Automatic 
company of Lincoln 
and its final hectic 
years of competi- 
tion with the local 
Bell organization. 


Joy came to work 
for the Lincoln com- 
pany in August, 
1909. His experi- 
ences since that 
time can be best il- 
lustrated by recounting the titles he 
has held down through the years. He 
was a rackman, a desk man and installa- 
tion clerk in the old trouble depart- 
ment. He climbed from installer to 
chief installer and then to wire chief 
by January, 1917. He joined the heavy 
crews as foreman in 1918, later in the 
year moving to Beatrice as district fore- 
man. Back to Lincoln in 1921, he held 
successive positions of district foreman, 
installation foreman, enumerator, con- 
struction inspector and construction 
foreman. He was named field engineer 
in April, 1952. 

His ability as a baseball catcher, par 
excellence, is still a subject of specula- 
tion after forty-odd years. Joy per- 
formed, with a symphony of mechanical 
perfection, for some of the powerful 
city league and semi-pro teams in the 
early ‘teens. It is generally conceded 
that we gained a good telephone man 
because the big league scouts over- 
looked a budding prospect. 
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Joy A. Dobbs 


Trouble On the Cover 


TELEPHONE 


OROTHY DARNOLD has almost 
reached the bottom of her purse in 
her search for the dime it now takes to 
make a call from an LT&T public tele- 
phone. So passes one of the last big 
five cent bargains! 

Mrs. Darnold, who has a service ac- 
cumulation of nearly 14 years, began 
work as operator at Fairbury in 1925. 
She is now service assistant in Lincoln 
Traffic. Her husband, Francis, is COE 
installer for the general plant depart- 
ment. 


More About People 


A. M. Newens, area manager, Ne- 
braska City, was named First Vice 
Commander of Adam Schellinger Post, 
American Legion, at the July meeting 
of the post in Nebraska City. 

A sick list check finds W. E. Mac- 
donald, former southern district wire 
chief, weathering the summer in fair 
shape at his Beatrice home; and Clayton 
Liebhart, former central district plant 
manager, recovering nicely from an op- 
eration performed at a Lincoln hospital 
on August 11. 

The most geographically remote 
member of the Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter is Edwin L. Radin, now engaged in 
communication engineering for the 
U.S. Air Force in Japan. 

Bursting at the seams is Waldo J. 
McDowell, first-time grandfather Sep- 
tember 3. The father: Jay McDowell. 
The grandchild: a 714 pou 
at Marine Hospital, Camp Pendleton, 
California. Waldo is Lincoln business 
office manager. 
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? Ae Eastern District 


Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 

Vivian Dee and Lineah Johnson, Correspondents 

With vacations in full swing it is hard to 
keep everyone accounted for. . Harvey 
Armogast spent his vacation with his fam- 
ily visiting friends and relatives at different 
places in Nebraska. . . . Eve Dunning, traf- 
fice department, spent two weeks touring 
the Ozarks. . . . Lucille Helgoth spent her 
vacation at home getting acquainted with 
the home folks. . . . Vivian Dee also spent 
her two weeks at home. ... Dee Moser 
spent her week’s vacation at home, part of 
the time with a virus infection. ... Evelyn 
Kucera visited in Chula Vista, California. 

. Merna Stewart “enjoyed places of in- 
terest” unknown to the rest of us. 
Phyllis Lukassen returned from a long trip 
through Oklahoma and Kansas. .. . Delores 
and Janet Moser had a slumber party for 
some of the operators. Some of them said 
it was the first time they had seen the sun 
rise. . . . Agnes Michalek is our new stu- 
dent. Welcome! Merlie Markuson, 
traveling chief operator, spent a few days 
visiting our office and _ tributaries. 
Vern Campbell, area manager, is studying 
road maps these days. He purchased a 
trailer and plans to take off soon for 
places unknown. 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Correspondent 

Although summer is almost gone, vacations 
are still in full swing. . Edna Komma 
and her two sons visited in Lexington and 
York. . . . Shirley Gruber and husband 
went to Yellowstone National Park and the 
Rocky Mountains. . Eunice Riggs, her 
husband, mother and sister visited another 
sister in Madison, Wisconsin... - “Snooks” 
Steckly, her husband and daughter went to 
Canada on their vacation. They came back 
by wav of the Black Hills. . . . Betty Lou 
Johnson, Margaret Watkins and her son 
Jack vacationed in the Black Hills. A car 
accident which injured Betty Lou’s neck 
kept their vacation from being perfect... . 
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Livingston returned 
August 8th from a vacation in Minnesota 
and Canada. ... Mr. and Mrs. Max Jenkins 
vacationed in Texas and Illinois. Mrs. 
Jenkins was interviewed over television while 
in Chicago. ... We are glad Velma Abker 
is back after a long siege of illness 
Violet Peterson’s brother visited her home 
and installed an air-condtioning unit while 
there. Now we'll know where to go if it 
gets hot. . . . Marjorie Drennan’s husband 
is home from the service. They have moved 
into a new house and are really working 


hard to get things in order. ... We welcome 
two new employees to the traffic depart- 
ment. They are Evelyn Owens and Patricia 
Aufenkamp. Jeannene Drennan, a 
former commercial clerk, visited in the Ne- 
braska City office. She was on vacation 
from her duties as service representative at 
the Mountain States telephone company at 
Colorado Springs. ... Attending the com- 
pany picnic from Nebraska City were A. M. 
Newens and the Al Leteillier family. 
We have a lot of rodeo fans in the office. 
Those attending the Sidney, Iowa, rodeo 
were Marlene Shelton, Bonnie Biggs, Evelyn 
Owens, Patty Aufenkamp, Wanda Carman 
and the families of Edna Komma and Mrs. 
Christensen. They all reported that they 
enjoyed it very much. ... News from the 
traffic department was supplied to us by 
“Snooks” Steckly. Thanks a lot, “Snooks.” 
Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

Harriett Wynn, retired operator, was 
called to California due to the serious ill- 
ness of her brother. . Marvin Koch has 
returned from a delightful vacation spent 
in Colorado, making several trips in the 
mountains and Estes Park, as well as some 
time spent at the dog races. According to 
Marvin, one just can’t win for losing. . . 
Shirley Snider, former operator, who is now 
employed in the Lincoln office, was a re- 
cent visitor. ... We wish to welcome Nor- 
ma Porter, who is the new operator in the 
traffic department. . . . Eleanor Lane, chief 
operator at Weeping Water, traveled to 
Portland, Oregon, to spend her vacation 
visiting her sister... . Betty Herman, oper- 


ator at Weeping Water, returned from a va- 
cation spent in Colorado. . . . Lloyd Lane, 
combinationman at Weeping Water, had 
a siege of poison ivy. He discovered he 
was overlooking four-leaf clovers and 
choosing poison ivy instead. Pauline 
Reckard, operator, spent her vacation en- 
joying the home they recently purchased. 
Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

“Got any ‘ole’ fashioned’ clothes?” 
“Whatcha goin’ to wear Monday?” were 
the big questions around the Seward office. 
In order to publicize Pioneer Days and the 
rodeo which was held in August, all the 
gals were requested to dress in old-fash- 
ioned clothes and the men were supposed 
to grow beards, mustaches, sideburns, etc. 
Otherwise, “in the ‘clink’ they went,” then 
to Kangaroo court for trial. Manager R. H. 
Gray knows! Monday morning he was 
picked up by the “Pokey Wagon,” thrown 
in the “clink” and was fed bread and 
water for shaving his beard. He was fined 
50 cents. ... Vacations are in progress. Mar- 
tha Merz spent her vacation at Norfolk 
visiting her sister and family. . . . Eleanore 
Schutz visited her parents at Elwood... 
Gladys Walker visited at Denton and Mil- 
ford. . . . Beata Merz vacationed at Nor- 
folk with her sister and family. ... Elmer 
Bean went fishing in the sandhills. By his 
comment it was “awful poor fishing.” ... 
Chuck Kermoade spent his vacation “just 
visiting around.” ... Jerry Shipley traveled 
to Georgia and other southern points. He 
had quite an encouter with a rattlesnake. 
When he killed it, he found it had 12 


The company acted as host to 21 Lin- 
coln and Lancaster County school 
teachers on the second annual Business- 
Education Day, August 28. They were 
part of the throng of 800 educators who 
were guests of various Lincoln business 
firms that day. 
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A tour through the aeneral apitees 
and the 15th and M building was, the 
basis of the program arranged by H. W. 
Spahnle, commercial engineer. Liberal 
use of placards gave visual aid in ex- 
plaining the function of equipment and 
points of interest along the route. 


The attractive company float in the “’’Pio- 
neer Days” parade at Seward. Also attractive 
were its occupants: Jeanette Hartman, Vera 
Schluckebier, Helen Norwood and Lydia 
Kriegshauser, C.O. 


rattles and a button. The gals were 
real brave one morning recently and ven- 
tured down to the park for an outdoor 
breakfast at 5 a. m. The bacon and eggs 
were sure good even though we ate with but 
one eye open. . . A farewell party was 
given for “Babe” Armstrong and George 
Miers, recent pensioners. A potluck chicken 
supper was held at the park. Out-of-town 
guests were Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Walker, 
George Miers’ son Rowland and daughter 
Gleana, and Cliff Armstrong, “Babe’s” hus- 
band. “Babe” was presented a spread and 
throw rug, and George was presented a 
fishing rod and reel. The rest of the eve- 
ning was spent socially. Incidentally, there 
was only one pie, so it was cut into 16 
pieces. It was quite a “nice little taste” 
anyhow. . . . Al Reed and Ernest Barney 
from Lincoln have recently been installing 
equipment at the Seward office. ...A 
farewell party was given for Chuck Ker- 
moade, who was transferred to Western. 
The gang had a weiner roast at the park 
and presented him an electric clock. Good 
luck. Chuck, from all of us. ... Dale Gray, 
son of Manager Gray, is home on leave 
from the Navy. The new exchange 
manager at Milford is Charles Novak. We 
welcome you! ... Those from Seward at- 
tending the company picnic at Lincoln were 
Mike Svoboda and family, Irene Mailand, 
Phyllis Bartels, Eleanore Schutz and Ber- 
niece Muller. We have a new plug 
pusher, Vera Weinhold. Good luck to you! 


Wahoo Area 
Leona Larson and Lura Blackman, Correspondents 
Vacations are in full swing. Inez and 
Dewey Olsen visited relatives in Minnesota, 
returning home by way of Wisconsin. ... 
Harriette Smith and Anne Palensky stayed 


home and took life easy. .. . Leona Larsen 
spent a few days in Minnesota on the 
farm. . . - Caroline Sullivan accompanied 


her parents to the Black Hills, Colorado 
and Wyoming. Frances Bordovsky 
spent her vacation in sunny California. 
_ |, Marlis Lusch spent her time at home 
entertaining her fiance, who was home on 
furlough. A group of gals including 
Julie Hengen, Loretta Vaca, Mildred Lanik, 
Betty Styskal and Frances Bordovsky went 
on a week-end trip to the Black Hills, 
where they saw the sights and did some 
swimming and horseback riding. All re- 


turned home safe, sound, and sun-tanned. 
... Yvonne Ockannder went on a week-end 
trip to Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, to 
visiting her fiance. . . . Letty Whittemore 
had a longer stay in Wichita, Kansas, than 
she expected. Unfortunately, she missed her 
bus and had to stay another day... . Hazel 
Hagenbuck returned from a three-weeks 
trip to California where she visited friends 
and relatives and took in the sights. 

Loretta Vaca spent her week at home tak- 
ing care of her mother who is ill.... Gladys 
Hula, Anne Palensky, Emily Bohaty and 
Dorothy Ostry spent a week-end touring 
Kansas City. ... Mae Beaty, who suffered 
a heart attack, it at this writing recuperating 
at home. Hope to see her back at work real 


soon. . . . Betty Styskal is the proud 
owner of a very pretty diamond. Best 
wishes! ... Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Dorland and 
Douglas motored to California where they 
visited all points of interest. . . . Merlie 
Markuson was a recent visitor at the Wahoo 
office. . . . Mildred Lanik went to Wis- 


consin to attend her brother’s wedding. 

A picnic supper and swimming was 
the entertainment at a recent picnic held 
by the traffic department at Linoma Beach. 
All seemed to have a gay time. They still 
giggle about the pony ride Betty Styskal 
and Dorothy Ostry took on the automatic 
pony. ... Mary Beaty wishes to express 
her thanks for all the lovely cards and gifts 
she received while in the hospital. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Shirley Stock, Correspondent 

Doris Peterson, Jo Ann Coatney and Rita 
Ballard recently spent a pleasant day in 
Waubonsie Park in Iowa. Following a hike 
into the bluffs they went to Sidney, Iowa, 
to shop. En route home they stopped in 
Nebraska City and went swimming at Stein- 
hardt Park. ... Huldah Bippes entertained 
several operators at a delicious liver and 
onion dinner the evening of July 13. Those 
ettending were Jo Ann Coatney, Wilma 
James, Marilyn Coad, Jo Ann Stephens, 
Helen Dettmer and Lorraine Bippes. All re- 
ported an enjoyable evening. ... Traveling 
to Lincoln to see the movie “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes” were Jo Ann Coatney, Wilma 
James and Marilyn Coad. After the show 
Marilyn was. slightly confused and started 
for the fire exit door. However, Wilma and 
Jo quickly helped her find the way out.... 
Alice Haddox recently moved into a new 
trailer house. . . . June Vanarsdall spent 
part of her vacation moving into a new 
apartment and the remainder of the time 
visiting friends and relatives in Kansas 
City. ... Shirley Stock spent a busy week- 
end in St. Louis visiting relatives, seeing the 
zoo and attending the opera. Marilyn Coad 
and family took a hurried trip through the 
Ozarks to Memphis, Tennessee, and to 
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Springfield, Illinois. While at Springfield 
they visited Lincoln’s tomb. Vivian King- 
horn spent part of her vacation in Stroms- 
burg, where she did considerable fishing. 
Marcus Johnson is spending his vacation 
in Sidney, Iowa. Ernie Rumbaugh has been 
replacing him as janitor... . Leta Holscher, 
Marceline Behrends, Monica Lempka, Doris 
Peterson and Dorothy Biggerstaff enter- 
tained Shirley Snyder at Phillips 66 
Drive-Inn. Shirley was spending a few days 
of her vacation in Auburn. These girls for- 
merly worked together here. Shirley Stock 


and Dorothy Biggerstaff have replaced 


Coleen Curttright and Betty Bassinger in 
the commercial office. Colleen moved to 
Topeka, Kansas, and Betty retired to house- 
keeping duties. .. . We welcome three new 
operators in the traffic department; namely, 
Joan Remmers, Della Gerdes, and Roberta 


Rebuck. . 
Beatrice Area 


Phyllis Morgan, Correspondent 

The traffic department again takes the 
spotlight for vacations. Hedwig Elms- 
haeuser spent her vacation in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, where she visited her brother 
and family. ... The Menninga girls went 
to Indiana to visit friends. ... Alice Reents 
and family took a trip to the Black Hills. 
Virginia Coon and family selected the 
Ozarks. Off to Defiance, Ohio, were Beverly 
Rotzin and family. Beverly’s son remained 
in Ohio where he is employed. .. . Dorothy 
Hubka and Phyllis Morgan spent a week in 
Denver. We’re surprised they came back. 
Knowing those two, we are certain they had 
a good time. .. . Some girls believe in stay- 
ing close to home during vacation. Those 
included Veronica Siske, Betty Cullison, 
Lois Thomas, Kathryn Widick, Darlene 
Remmers and Rosalie Witkowski. ... Ruth 
Diekmann and husband took  advant- 
age of a long week-end and went to 
Louisville, Montana, to visit friends. 
Another week-end vacationer was Eleanor 
Bryant and family, who went to the Ozarks 
and Black Hills. . . . Dorothy Hubka was 
bridesmaid at her girl friend’s wedding re- 
cently. Be careful, Dorothy, it may be catch- 
ing... . New girls in toll class are LaVerne 
and Dorothy Scheele and Norma Cuthbert. 
Ellen Butterfield and Darlene Remmers 
are the instructors. Harlan Gillespie 
has returned to work follwing a vacation in 
Colorado. District Manager Clyde Burge 
vacationed in Minnesota and John Brock- 
meyer in Colorado. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIinay and Lavina McElroy, 
Correspondents 
Lavina McElroy, cashier at Wilber, has 
returned to duty following a vacation spent 
in St. Petersburg, Florida, and points along 
the way. ..- Mr. and Mrs. Leon L. Rezny 
vacationed in Missouri and Colorado. . . 
Mr. and Mrs. Vyrl Clark and son spent 
part of their vacation in Colorado ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Lumir Vosika and son vacationed 
for two weeks at Yellowstone Park in Colo- 
rado. .. . Betty Steele visited friends in 


North Platte, Ogallala and Paxton during 
her vacation. . . . Chief Operator Elizabeth 
Johnson’s first stop while on vacation was 
Denver. . . . The traffic department girls 
recently entertained with a dinner party 
at Lone Oak in honor of Virgie Havel... . 
Some very welcome visitors have been John 
Hobson and crew, who have been repairing 
our town plant at Crete. ... Dave Guthrie 
is still engaged in installing and repairing 
central office equipment. 


Fairbury Area 
Velda L. Wagner, Correspondent 


Vacation news: Emilie Bleich visited her 
sister and family in South Dakota. 
Jeanne Lytton spent her vacation at Giltner, 
Hastings and at home. ... Charlotte Jorden 
went to Minden and Arapahoe, Nebraska, 
and also parts of Kansas. ... Martha Vculek 
had a nice vacation at home, and Helen 
DeBord also spent her vacation in Fairbury. 
. . . Mandane Reid had part of her home 
vacation spoiled by a tooth extraction. ... 
Durwood Gollehon spent his vacation fish- 
ing in the western part of the state. Haven’t 
had a report on how he made out. ... Vic 
Cacek and family spent a week’s vacation 
in Denver. He reports having a wonderful 
time. . . . Virginia Robinson spent her va- 
cation in Wyoming, attending Frontier Days 
while there. . . . Betty Shepherd went to 
New Mexico. . .. Bernice Bauer traveled to 
Minnesota and also attended a wedding in 
Iowa. . . . Joyce Robinson spent her vaca- 
tion in Colby, Kansas, and Colorado Springs. 
- . . Durwood Gollehon spent some time in 
Denver while on his vacation. ... T. E. 
Longdon, area manager, went to the Black 
Hills with his family, attended the Pas- 
sion Play, then went on to Yellowstone 
Park and came home by way of Teton and 
Riverton. He also spent a couple of days 
fishing in the Sandhills. . . . Jack Ruble 
vacationed at home with his family and 
spent some time fishing. Annabelle 
Stocker thinks it is about time for her 
mother to return from her vacation. It 
seems Annie is gaining weight on her own 
cooking. . . . Shirley Brown, Joann Sabin 
and Barbara Lampe are new operators. Wel- 
come, girls. ... The Jack Caley and Jack 
Ruble families attended the company pic- 
nic in Lincoln. . . . Congratulations to our 
new manager in Western, Charles Kermoade. 

. Floyd Nave is helping his son build 
what he calls a chopped-down Crosley. 
Wonder what it will look like when it is 
finished. Sue Dean is a newcomer 
at LT&T, working in the traffic depart- 
ment. Arline Cline is busy remodeling her 
home. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


It seems our vacationers really like to 
travel and see the country. Henri Goracke 
went all the way to Seattle, Washington, to 
visit friends, and made a quick boat trip 
to Victoria, British Columbia, Canada... . 
Mary Meister also headed the same way to 
spend considerable time visiting her brother 
in Buckley, Washington. She, too, made 


the trip to Canada by boat. Mary feels 
very proud that she waded in the Pacific 
Ocean, and she also dug clams and did some 
fishing. . Bill Eckles went to Canada, 
in the vicinity of Kenora, for the purpose 
of fishing, but returned home when the 
weather turned bad. He also made a jaunt 
through Colorado. . . Irene Shew used her 
vacation to visit relatives in Oklahoma City. 
She also went to Union City and El Reno, 
Oklahoma. . . . Harold Drake attended the 
Kennel Club greyhound races at Rapid 


City, South Dakota, recently. . . . Cecile 
Morehead saw the boat races at Horton, 
Kansas. .. . Norma Lee Hahn attended the 


stock car races in Lincoln. Norma Lee 
also accompanied her husband to Kansas 
City, Missouri, for a reunion with his Army 
pals who had been together in Korea... . 
Dick McCoy looked tanned and _ healthy 
upon his return to work after “vacation- 
ing” by helping his dad on the farm at 


Crab Orchard. . . . Discovered that one of 
Dick McCall’s favorite sports is water 
skiing, at which he is fairly good. . . . Carol 


Gottula and boy friend were rather cha- 
grined on returning home from a movie 
date only to have the quiet evening shat- 
tered by the noise of the yard gate falling 
off the hinges when they tried to open it. 
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Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 


We are in the midst of planning vaca- 
tions or recuperating from those already 
had. Vacationers included Marge Grewell of 
Exeter, who spent about two weeks in 
Colorado. . . . Mrs. Leone Jones, chief 
operator at Ohiowa, spent two weeks with 
relatives and friends in Nebraska and 
Wyoming. Emma Ebbeka returned 
from a vacation in Colorado and just to 
show the rest of us what we were missing, 
she brought back a bunch of postcards 
for us to drool over. Erma Dixon 
spent a week of divided time in Hastings 
and at home. ... Area Manager and Mrs. 
C. J. Crew breezed off for a three weeks’ 
trip which took them through Colorado, 
Oregon and Montana. The girls of 
the Geneva office had a chicken supper on 
July 7th honoring Betty Jezek. Betty was 
also honored at a shower at the VFW 
Hall. Several of the telephone girls at- 
tended and took part in the mock wedding 
which was a highlight of the evening. 

At Betty’s recent wedding, Gracie 
Diekhoff and Velma Garland were candle 
lighters and Virginia Baker was in charge 
of the gifts. 

Hastings Area 

Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 

We welcome two new employees in the 
traffic department, Betty Weidenkeller and 
Margaret Townsley. They are taking their 
student training from Mboreane Alldritt. 
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... Jackie Utecht spent an enjoyable va- 
cation visiting in California. . . . Edith 
Seward drove to Baltimore, Maryland, to 
visit her sister. . . . Others who have re- 
turned from vacations are Naomi Thiel, 
Anna Bott and Barbara McCord, all of 
whom spent their vacation time relaxing 
at home. ... The engagements of Jolene 
Erickson to Leo Gauthier, and Lucy Green 
to William Kuhlman, were recently an- 
nounced. Both girls are with the traffic 
department. . . . Hastings employees who 
enjoyed the company picnic in Lincoln 
were Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Crewdson and 
family, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hedges and 
family, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Schleufer 
and daughter, the E. J. Flowerday family, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jones, Mr. and Mrs. T. S. 
Burr, Jack Mason, Fred McCormick, Jean 
Meisenbach and Marie Pearson. . . . Helen 
Campbell, Elaine Minnick and Jolene 
Erickson had a thrilling experience while 
visiting in Denver. They were at Lowry 
Field and President Eisenhower passed 
within two feet of them. ... Moreane All- 
dritt and Aletha Bennett spent some time 
fishing in Minnesota. They caught a num- 
ber of fish, but here is one for Ripley. 
Moreane caught a bullhead on the hook 
and a northern pike on the chain sinker. 
She pulled them both in at the same time. 
... Anna Larson enjoyed her vacation visit- 
ing her niece at Grafton and her sister 


Drake Wins T-V Contest 


Warren Drake, 16, son of Harold Drake, 
veteran Tecumseh employee, stole the show 
at the ‘Harvest of Talent’’ contest on KFOR- 
TV on August 21. Warren does a tap dance 
on roller skates, a specialty mumber he de- 
signed himself. The T-V audience, ballot- 
ing by mail and telephone, proclaimed him 
the winner by a large majority. Later, at the 
State Fair, Warren was a close second among 
talent from the entire state. He was em- 
ployed during the summer months in the 
Tecumseh plant department. 


at Sutton. ... Carol Banta was a model 
at the fashion show at Brach’s store. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 

Vacations are in full swing now and 
everyone seems to have enjoyed theirs or 
are looking forward to a wonderful time. 
Regina Bethscheider had an interesting trip. 
She visited all of the New England states 
and made a return trip through Canada... 
Mary Bethscheider spent her vacation in 
Colorado, taking a tour through the moun- 
tains and also visiting relatives. . . . 
Margaret Bethscheider spent her vacation 
at Tucson, Arizona, visiting relatives... . 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Wellman spent a week- 
end in Colorado with his mother. 
Irene Kripal visited:her fiance’ who is sta- 
tioned near Colorado Springs. While there 
she visited Mr. and Mrs. Richard Brunkow. 
Mr. Brunkow is a former employee, who 
is also stationed there in the service... . 
Ruth Rittenhouse’s son Jim was home’ on 
leave recently before being sent to Ger- 
many. ... Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lemkau 
and Patty spent their vacation in the Black 
Hills and Denver. . . Mr. and Mrs. Duane 
Brown spent their vacation in Colorado, 


also. . . . We all wish to welcome Mr. 
and Mrs. John Brockmeyer and hope they 
will be happy in Hebron. ... Yours truly 


can hardly write this column this month 
because the beautiful ring on the third 
finger left hand seems to be attracting 
all our attention. 


Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 


R. B. “Dick” Combs is the new employee 
helping with our tree spraying program 
at Osceola. Due to a bad case of poison 
ivy, Gail Williams was unable to con- 
tinue spraying weeds. . Area Manager 
Wait and family attended the annual Fam- 
ily Picnic at Lincoln. They reported having 
a wonderful time. ... W. P. “Bill” Barry 
was unable to work for a few days due to 
pleurisy in his chest. However, we are 
glad to report he is back to work and 
feeling much better. ... Yours truly and 
husband drove to California for a three 
weeks’ vacation. Everything went along 
smoothly and we really enjoyed ourselves. 
However, it has taken two weeks to get 
rested up from the trip. and we’re be- 
ginning to wonder who ever thought up 
the word “vacation?” . . . Mrs. Betty 
Beebe worked at the Osceola office during 
Mrs. Parks’ absence. Thank you, Betty, 
for the swell job you did. .. . Edith 
Mattson, Stromsburg cashier, is on vaca- 
tion. We think she plans to spend some time 
in the Black Hills, but we will have a more 
detailed report on that later. Mrs. Ralph 
Wait is working at the Stromsburg office 
during Edith’s absence. ... Jim Hatfield, 
Stromsburg combinationman, and his fam- 
ily spent their vacation in Minnesota. 
We hope you all enjoyed yourselves, Jim. 

Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 

Vacations are in full swing. Except for 

two days spent at Hastings, Emily Jo Noren 


Ashland rail splitter. Combinationman H. E. 
“Ed” Butler grew an enviable set of Lin- 
colnian whiskers for the home town “Stir 
Up” days in August. 


enjoyed hers just being at home. 
Bertha Anderson spent her vacation at 
home. ... Geraldeen Williams and husband 
traveled west and visited relatives at White 
Salmon, Washington, Hood River and 
Ordance, Oregon, and Denver, Colorado. 

. . Donna Gaddis, Donna Pittam. Verna 
Pantier and Barbara White attended the 
Old Settlers Picnic at Jewell, Kansas... . 
Edith Parsons spent one day in Lincoln 
attending the horse races. ... Verna Pan- 
tier went to Wichita, Kansas, for a week- 
end to visit relatives and attend her cousin’s 
wedding. Erma Keenan and family 
have moved into their new home which she 
and her husband are building. 


Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 

Vacations were slow getting started in 
Sutton, but now everyone is vacation- 
minded. R. H. Culver and family toured 
through Illinois, Minnesota and parts of 
the Dakotas. Mr. and Mrs. Mike Cassell 
spent a week-end in Denver. Norma Nuss 
spent part of her vacation in South Dakota 
and the rest at home. The J. H. Manka- 
myers drove to Seattle, Washington, to 
visit Jack’s sister. P. V. Eckles, his two 
brothers. John and Bill, and their father, 
went to Lake of the Woods. in Canada, on a 
fishing trip. They claim they caught oodles 
of fish and just threw them back in— 
but we wonder?? A farewell picnic 
was held in honor of Norma Nuss, who is 
leaving the employment of the company 
to be married. All Sutton employees and 
families attended. Guests were Iris Ram- 
sey, Fred Adkins of Harvard, and Joe 
Adamson and family of Hastings. Miss Nuss 
was presented a farewell gift. 

York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 

Vacation time is in full bloom. Some of 
those who have or are enjoying time off 
are Delores Reetz, Shirley Schultz, Gen 
Graff, Edna Pflughaupt, Ada Shipp, Ferne 
Wilger, Minnie Sanmann, Hattie Mar- 
quardt, Imogene Foley, Winnie Sanburg, 
Delores Lubke, Janet Savery and Donna Mc- 
Call of the traffic department. .... Mar- 
garetha Garska is visiting her folks in Bur- 
well and also attended the big rodeo... . 
Artis Bowen and “yours truly” spent a 
week sight-seeing in the Black Hills... . 
Vera Knerr, York traffic operator, was the 
center of attraction at the 1953 York County 
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Fair. Vera was crowned 4-H Queen, and 
she received many wonderful gifts. Con- 
gratulations, Vera. We are real proud of 
you. .. . Leonard Reed spent two weeks 
training at the National Guard camp in 
Wisconsin. ... Kenny Hultquist and family 
report a swell vacation in Colorado. 
Vance Embrey, wire chief, displayed a 
twelve-pound Northern Pike on his return 
from a Minnesota fishing excursion. 

Alex Pauley and Area Manager Sterling 
Nelson were also up in that part of the 
country. So far as we know, Dave 
Culbertson and Virge Hayes vacationed 
at their homes. 


Kay Cole is back from a wonderful five 
weeks spent in Massachusetts; but she’s 
“filling in” on payrolls for Irene Stolz, who 
is vacationing in Yellowstone, so here we 
are again. Our department has been 
playing host to several visitors the past 
few weeks. Mr. Schwalm from the Cuban 
Telephone Company spent a couple days 
with us viewing our methods of dealing 
with tickets, payrolls, and microfilming. 
Two representatives from the Dodge City, 
Kansas, telephone company also looked over 
our department, and on B-E Day several 
groups of teachers toured the depart- 
ment. Signs had been made to explain the 
various machines and the functions of the 
accounting department. While tieing one 
of these signs in place, B. J. Sievers tossed 
a ball of twine through the air and it acci- 
dentally hit the light fixture, smashing it 
into thousands of pieces. The noise of the 
crash brought the whole department to its 
feet. It’s rumored that the offices directly 
below the point of the crash have cracked 
plaster on their ceilings. Deloris Blome, 
one of our newer employees, suffered a 
painful injury to her fingers when she at- 
tempted to remove a bill which had become 
lodged in the billing machine. Her fingers 
were bruised but not seriously damaged. 
. . . Dewey Nelsen, Bob Ross and George 
Mann have now established their head- 
quarters on second floor, Room 203. They 
made the move so that additional help 
needed for changing telephone rates could 
be placed in their room on 4th floor. I 
have a sneaking suspicion they thought they 
might be transferred to the executive pay- 
roll, but we still claim you fellas. 

Rose Riggs was in the office bidding us 
good-bye prior to leaving for Wilmington, 
Delaware, where she will make her home 
with her daughter and family. Rose has been 
on sickness disability for the past year. 
... Clara Jones’ mother fractured her hip 
in a fall during a week-end visit Clara and 
Mrs. Jones made in Tilden. She is now in 
the Tilden hospital. Her many friends 
about the department wish her a speedy 
recovery. With the Lincoln schools 
and university starting again we lose sev- 


eral of our gang. Ronnie Ahl returns to 
Lincoln High for his senior year. Jack 
Geist, Rose Hruza and Bernice Howland 
are going to the university. Most of the 
Students will be working Part-time, how- 
ever. ... When Dewey Nelsen went on his 
vacation to Lake Okoboji he asked Bob 
Ross to look after his garden. Bob wanted 
the garden to “appear” in fine shape on 
Dewey’s return so the night before he 
Picked the tomatoes and in their place 
tied red balloons, blown up to resemble 
the hybrid vegetable that Dewey is so 
proud of. Needless to say, the joke would 
have gone over with a “bang” except that 
the balloons deflated during the night and 
the “tomatoes” looked slightly wilted when 
Mr. Nelsen saw them. Better be careful 
now, Bob, ’cause there will be revenge in 
the air, I’m afraid. Ethel Crosier is 
wearing a very pretty diamond these days. 
She plans to be married around the first 
of the year to Lloyd Twing of Buffalo, 
Wyoming. Don Nelson took an un- 
usual vacation. While his wife was in the 
hospital “vacationing” with the Nelsons’ 
new son, Don stayed home and slaved away 
at cooking, scrubbing, and washing dishes. 
He also took care of their two-year-old son 
Duane. Don says he needed to come back 
to work to “get away from it alj.” 

Vacations hit full force the Past two 
months. Mr. Sievers and family journeyed 
through Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, 
Idaho, Montana and South Dakota. Colo- 
rado vacationers, though to different parts, 
were Dick Spohn and family, Deanie Bietz 
and husband. and Pat Deinert and her 
cousin who took a planned tour. Johnny 
Backstrom attended a _ baseball game _ be- 
tween the Yankees and the White Sox in 
Chicago and then went on into Michigan 
and thereabouts. Harold Brady spent two 
weeks in Washington and Oregon and likes 
the country fine. Martha Dietrich visited 
relatives in Canada, while her sister Mary 
Boshart and husband Ken spent an enjoy- 
able time at their South Bend cabin. Marie 
Vidlock spent some time with her brother 
and family in Wisconsin and also Chicago. 
Sarah Shively, Berthamae Ward, Ruth 
Leuschner, and Opal Allison took life easy 
at home and also visited relatives and 
friends in various sections of our own state. 
- .. Wauneta and John Drake had big plans 
for going to the Ozarks but at the last min- 
ute changed their minds and bought a 
television set instead. Now they can enjoy 
their vacation all year long... . Due to the 
approval of the rate change by the Railway 
Commission, over 100,000 control cards 
in the revenue section of our department 
had to be changed. Several former em- 


Ployees of this section were asked to help 
during the change. 


Central District Commercial 
Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 
We’ve had nothing out of the ordinary 


happen in the office, but there were quite 
a few interesting vacations. Ah, it must be 


Dirty work afoot! Once a year comes the 
job of cleaning the flues and soot chambers 
of the general office heating unit. Hard at 
it, in the picture are Bill Schuman, Jack COX, 
Bill Weygint, Russ Cochennet and Lou Reuter. 


wonderful to have a vacation! Alex Geist 
and family went to Montana and several 
other states. Elva Mares and her husband 
enjoyed their vacation in the Black Hills. 
Bill Quinn and family visited his brother 
in Texas. Myrtle Henline and her husband 
spent their vacation in Casper, Wyoming. 
“Plain Lazy” Bedric Wanek had a wonder- 
ful vacation at his farmhouse in Gretna 
down by the river. Bedric admitted he 
fished very little but spent a lot of time 
just resting. Chauncey Eggerss and fam- 
ily traveled to Battle Creek, Michigan, to 
visit his daughter’s family, then to Ford’s 
Greenfield Village and Windsor, Ontario. 
Chauncey had a great time taking pictures 
of the wonderful scenery. Poor Lois Brauck- 
muller was disappointed with her vacation. 
She planned to get a good tan at Lake 
Okoboji but it rained most of the time she 
was there. LaVonne Joosten and her hus- 
band parked their daughter with the 
grandparents and went fishing in Minne- 
sota. They got some big fish, too. Marfae 
Wergin spent her vacation arranging furni- 
ture in her new house. Virginia Anderson 
enjoyed her vacation at home working in 
the garden the two days it didn’t rain, and 
fishing the rest of the time. Jean and 
Esther Baker had a great time in Eugene, 
Oregon, visiting relatives. Ruth Hall and 
Thelma Anderson spent their vacations at 
Exelsior Springs, Missouri, taking the “rest 
cure.” Thelma then went home to attend 
her little sister’s wedding. . . We are very 
happy to have Marlys Jones. who trans- 
ferred from Hastings, and Mary Pohlenz 
working with us. We also welcome Char- 
lene Macaluso, a former employee. It seems 
as though several of us just can’t stay 
away from the Business Office. 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Comes July and August with vacations 
and vacationers galore. Art Albers 
traveled to Denver over the long week end 
of the Fourth. He was happy to get back 
to Lincoln because of the intense heat 
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Out there... Now, Jacob Albrandt really 
had himself a vacation. He did very little 
except sit in the rocking chair with his 
new son, Gerald. . Roy Brendle spent 
his vacation just staying around home. 
However. he did venture out to the ball 
games once in a while. . . . Bob Chamber- 
lain decided to keep cool at Bermiji, 
Minnesota, on his vacation. He just had to 
try out the new motor he got for his boat. 
- +. Elmer Dougherty had visitors from Ari- 
zona and California; therefore he 
Stayed home entertaining company. He 
did go to Silver Creek fishing but no re- 
port on the catch. . . . Ed Dulin went to 
Eagle River, Wisconsin, to visit John 
Fischer, former employees of this depart- 
ment, and spent the entire week fishing. 
Had good luck in spite of the rain and 
high water. .. . Dick Fischer spent his va- 
cation working on his new home. Not quite 
finished yet, but there is always tomorrow. 
Bob Hohnstein also worked on his 
home. They are the ambitious ones. 
Lloyd Jenkins’ vacation consisted of work 
from start to finish. He remodeled his boat 
house, Painted his summer cabin, and put 
in a new drive. Sounds as though he should 
have a vacation AGAIN. ... Gene Kalk- 
warf spent his vacation around home. He 
said he was all rested up now. ... Roland 
Wart and his new bride, Pat, traveled 
westward. They visited Rocky Mountain 
National Park, Denver, and spent a week 
in Colorado Springs. . . . Arleen and Bob 
Swanson traveled to De Smet, South Da- 
kota, over the long week end of the Fourth 
to visit Arleen’s father. . .Al Ager worked 
on his car and painted the inside of his 


house. . . | Bill Baker worked on his new 
home. - . . Darrell Cottingham and his new 
bride vacationed in Wyoming. . . . Harold 


Cudaback went to Denver to do some trout 
fishing. He caught plenty of fish, but not 
one trout. Ivan Hellerich ventured 
as far as Omaha, but spent the rest of his 
time about home... . Chris Lyberis took a 
trip through Denver, Estes Park, Colorado 
Springs, etc. Velora Novotny stayed 
around home and rested... . Jake Schneider 
stayed home and worked on his attic. . . 

Fiugo Staley did some baby sitting with his 
granddaughter, but other than that he did 
as little as possible. Norman Turner 
1s probably sunning himself on some Cali- 
fornia beach at this writing. Wayne 
Berkland headed Minneapolis way for his 
vacation. Gene Schrank and family 
spent a week-end in Colorado fishing and 
roughing it. . . . Claude Helm and family 
enjoyed a week of their vacation at Meeker 
Park, Colorado. Other vacationers in 
July included Bob Wenzel and Marv Joos- 
ten. .. . Mr. and Mrs. Frank Norton va- 
cationed in Minnesota and Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norton are also proud grand- 
parents of a baby boy, born to their daugh- 
ter, Shirley. Vaughn Baum and fam- 
‘ly traveled to Colorado during the first 
week of his vacation. The second week was 
spent around home, although he did make 
a trip to Kansas. ... Magdalen Heser, along 
with one of her girl friends, decided to va- 


Teo 


cation at Sun Velley, Idaho. She stayed 
et the Lodge and realiy had one grand time 
swimming, horseback ridinz, skating, and 
bicycling. She got in a little rest time, too. 
... Les Livingston vacationed in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, visiting his daughter end her hus- 
band. Had a wonderful trip and really en- 
joyed his three-week vacztion. But of 
course, if you’ve seen him since he got back 
you could have guessed where he had been 
by the loud-colored shirts he wears (Hono- 


lulu Speciel!).... Glenn Obert end family 
visited relatives in Colorado and Kansas. 
In generel, they had a nice trip. . . . Don 


Smith’s vacation consisted of work. He 
painted his home. ... John Findley went 
to California to visit his sister in Los 
Angeles. While there, he stopped off to see 
Carl Keester, retired employee of this de- 
partment. He also ventured down into old 


Mexico. ... J. D. “Dewey” Lewis traveled to 
Colorado. Places of interest that he visited 
were Estes Park and Denver. ... Lloyd 


Miller traveled to Stockton, California, to 
visit relatives. Places that he visited were 
San Francisco, Yosemite National Park, 
Boulder Dam, end Estes Park, Colorado... . 
Bob Hawkins visited Chicago and Peoria, 
Illinois, on his vacation. While there, they 
visited the city zoo and Bob is still amazed 
at the size of the buildings in Chicago. 
. . Byron “Patt” Pattison visited Glacier 
National Park end then went on to Banff, 
Canada. He visted Lake Louise while there 
end then came home by way of Wisconsin, 
wnere he also stopped off to see John Fisch- 
er.... Jim Green went to Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, where he went through the South- 
western Bell telephone building. He traveled 
on to Topeka and then came home. 
Jeanne Jensen, formerly of this departmnt, 
was in town on her vacation and stopped 
in to see us. Jeanne is living in Springfield, 
Ohio. . . . Another visitor to this depart- 
ment this month was Don Rutledge, man- 
ager at Weeping Water. . . . Russell White, 
SO we understand, gave his best girl a dia- 
mond after she won on the horse races 
a few weeks ago. We are sorry to report 
that Russ was in a car accident and will 
be off work for a few weeks... . Ray Clin- 
ton and family drove around 2,500 miles 
while on their vacation. They visited a 
daughter in Bards Town, Kentucky, and 
enother in Wisconsin and while there did 
come fishing. ... A. K. Robison and daugh- 
ters, Lucille and Helen, spent 5 days in 
Yellowstone National Park taking pictures 
end enjoying the scenery. They also spent 
several days in the Big Horn country. .. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Perry Caldwell visited in 
Minneapolis end intended to spend the re- 
mainder of their vacation fishing at Grasston, 
Minnesota, but it rained every day for a 
week so they gave up and came home... . 
Al Dougherty spent his time visiting some 
out-of-town relatives. ... Willard Sherman 
was either in Tecumseh or around home 
ond Al Ager was loafing at home. ... Vern 
Hutchison did some fishing in the western 
pert of Nebraska and came back with some 
stories that sure sound fishy, but he has 


Agility and abili y are the two prime assets 
of Robert J. Donaldson, general shop stock 
clerk, who moves at the same high speed he 
displayed as an apprentice shopman 36 years 
ago. 


a big stack of pictures to prove what he 
says. . .. Howard Smith did some shooting 
in the western part of the state and then 
went on to tour Colorado. Lambert 
Eitel and family went out Colorado way, 
too. They got in on the “Old Wild West” 
celebration. He said it was pretty crowded, 
but they got close enough to see ‘““The Killing 
of Wild Bill Hickok.” Lambert’s oldest son 
was particularly interested in that scene, 
end Lambert said nobody can even get 
neer his son’s souvenir match folder of the 
killing. Earl Moats and family went 
through Colorado, too. Just a few of the 
sights they saw were Estes Park, Denver, 
Boulder, Lovelend Pass, etc. ... The Norris 
Hemmonds took a trip through Colorado, 
tekinz in the beauty of Estes Park, Denver, 
cnd most of the other points of interest. 

Elmer Travis was also a Colorado 
visitor. . . . Del Gilmore and family ere in 
sunny California visiting and _ sightseeing 
with Del’s_ son. John Loudenback 
visited his “ole home town,” Winfield, Ken- 
sas, for a few days. ... Harry White is in 
Los Anzeles visiting relatives. . . . War- 
ren Shuck headed out west to tour Wyoming 
end Montana. ... Yours truly spent part 


Art Holcomb and George Barney using an 
unorthodox approach in clearing a line short 
south of E’mwood. Here we see them nudg- 
ing a conductor and loose insulator over to 
the other side of the pole with measuring 
rods. (P. S. The rods came apart and one 
was left hanging from the wires, much to 
their chagrin.) —FPhoto by J. S. Reed. 


of her vacetion attending the horse races. 

Bill Templin, Willard Sherman and 
Jim Story spent two weeks at the Na- 
tionel Guard Camp in Wisconsin. All re- 
ports indicate that a good time was had 
by all. ... The following are the new em- 
ployees we welcome to our departmnt; Mar- 
ian Arnsmeier, Evelyn WMRussell, Sharon 
Smith, Edward Mohlman, Leslie Jones, 
George Hielen, Walker Buckland, Lowell 
Tuxhorn, Earl Meese, and Albert Campbell. 
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Shirley Hess 
Associate Editor 


July and August—vacation time—how 
well we know. ... It seems as though we 
have been operating at half-mast all sum- 
mer. A few of our fellows let it slip and 
told us how they spent all that leisure 
time. .. . Earl Eichenour went to Colorado 
and Wyoming. Colorado also called 
Tommy Hedges and his family. . . . The 
Elvin Hoaglins toured Minnesota and spent 
a week in Chicago. .. . ‘‘Dagwood”’ Hibbert 
tried his luck at Minnesota fishing, as did 
Dorothy Wise. Dorothy said the weather 
was fine and fishing fun—but oh so many 
frogs... . Vern Simpson visited the Ozarks 
and attended some ball games in St. Louis. 
He says it is cool here in comparison with 


St. Louis. . . . Paul Wilkinson had a won- 
derful trip through Sun Valley and Salt 
Lake City. ... Alfred Fritz spent part of 


his vacation in Kansas and the rest of the 
time at home. George Wasson and 
George Hansen used their vacations to 
catch up on those odd jobs that had ac- 


cumulated at home. ... Swede Foster and 
family enjoyed a trip through Illinois, 
Minnesota, and up into Canada... . George 


Bossung used his vacation to get ac- 
quainted with that new baby, Wayne Alan; 
and the same with Jack Keogh. The Keoghs 
also have a new boy... . John Witmer and 
Ernest Gifford used their vacations for 
honeymoons. . . . Bob Clifford came back 
from vacation with a very healthy tan. He 
spent three weeks working on that new 
house. . . . Herman Studier took in the 
Boy Scout Jamboree in California. His two 
boys, Kenneth and Donald, also attended 
the Jamboree. They had a wonderful time 
end a wonderful trip. They went by pri- 
vate train through Salt Lake, up to Port- 
lend, by boat up to Vancouver, back to 
Salt Lake and Los Angeles. They stopped 
in Las Vegas and marched the boys down 
through town to let them have a first- 
hand look at what they had heard so much 
about. Herman said he thought the boys 
got their biggest thrill in Portland, where 
they went by police-escorted buses with 
sirens and all through the city and down 
for a swim. Two of our employees, 
Merle Heath and Keith Staley, spent a 
couple of weeks on leave of absence attend- 
ing National Guard Training Camp. 

We're happy to report that Swede Foster is 
back at work after his rather prolonged 


sick spell. . . . Tom Chinnock has returned 
to work after a bout with the virus infec- 
tion that is making the rounds... . If you 
are looking for Ray Boling or Cliff Artz, you 
won’t find them downstairs any more. They 
have moved their offices up to Room 202 
in the warehouse. It makes a nice roomy 
office for them and we’ll really be able to 
keep our eye on them now... . Uncle Sam 
called Phil Bailey for a two-year stint in the 
Army. ... We wish you lots of luck, Phil. 

. We recently received word from Bob 
Bechtolt that he is now stationed in Ger- 
many. 


General alararr 


J. S. Reed, 
Associate Editor 


Among our C.O.E. installers who took 
vacations during July and August were 
Francis Darnold, Dave Guthrie and Ernest 
Barney. Francis vacationed in Colorado 
Springs and Montrose, Colorado, July 20 
to August 3. Dave was off one week be- 
ginning July 27, spending most of the time 
at home helping move furniture and stuff 
around so the decorator could do the work 
and “pretty up” his apartment. Ernie took 
two weeks beginning August 17 to vacation 
in Grand Junction, Colorado... . Art Keck- 
ler took a week’s vacation starting July 6. 
Accompanied by Mrs. Keckler, he drove to 
Shelby, Ohio, to visit relatives, among 
them his daughter, Marion, who is a civilian 
employee at the Air Force depot there. .. . 
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. McKinzie vacationed 
in Evergreen, Colorado, for two weeks, July 
26 to August 8... . William “Bill” Hassler 
was in the general plant office August 25. 
When asked about his present activities, he 
said he went fishing occasionally with Bert 
Huddleston, and the rest of the time just 
took things easy. . . . Fred C. Hall, former 
motor vehicle supervisor, who left the com- 
pany in 1936 to enter the motor vehicle 
body construction business, the Fred C. Hall 
Body Company of San Carlos, California, 
was a welcome visitor recently. Fred dem- 
onstrated a light construction truck equipped 
with hydraulic pole derrick. This is a new 
idea intended to eliminate the time-consum- 
ing procedure of assembling and dismantling 
the derrick as ordinarily required. 
Messrs. Rinehardt and Wolf, representatives 


Another team of 
shopmen who turned 
their full attention to 
the dime digestive 
tracts of pay telephones 
were Joe A. Krhounek, 


left, and George A. 
Fleck. 


of the Heller Company, manufacturers of 
machine staples, recently demonstrated a 
new type of stapling gun for attaching sta- 
tion wiring, using staples intended for 
fastening round jacketed wires which are 
coming into use in the telephone industry. 
According to these representatives, stapling 
guns are also coming into use for inside 
wiring cables. 
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Francine Hillier, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations are the headliners for the day. 
. . . Pearl Bishop took a week of her vaca- 
tion to journey to Fairbury. Her sister 
from Cheyenne also paid the family a 
visit. . . . Rod Andrews spent a week 
house cleaning. Can’t you just feature Rod 
with a broom in one hand and a dustpan 
in the other? Sir Walter Raleigh or some 
such person. . Myra Metcalf and side- 
kick, Melba Richards, took a jaunt by 
automobile to the Black Hills and Denver. 
... Dick Hobson really had his feet out of 
the stirrups when he took his kids horse- 
back riding at Estes Park. Our advice to 
you, Dick, is to try sitting backwards in 
the saddle the next time you have to use 
a lead rope. Then you will at least have 
a tail to grab if the pony you are leading 
should decide to stop. . The associate 
editor of this department spent one week 
in Minnesota fishing (?) and the other 
having a wisdom tooth extracted. That hurt 
in more ways than one. . . Both Mary Tice 
and Reah Churchill, cafeteria, took vacation 
life easy around home. 
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Sylvia Hoaglin 


The general shop has the “new trend” 
look—tile red and pale green walls with 
white ceiling. Open house every day for 
inspection. . . . The renovation of the shop 
inspired Lowell Johnson to remodel his 
home during vacation, and Merle Schneider 
and Ray Sherman to wield the paint brush. 

. . Vacation travel via the southern route 
took the F. J. Barnett family to Camp Polk, 
Louisiana, to visit their son, Pvt. Bob. . . 
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J. C. Hansen and family motored to Ft. 
Worth and Lubbock, Texas, to visit rela- 
tives. “We ate the best fried chicken and 
homemade peach ice cream; I gained 20 
Ibs.,” says Johnny. Colorful Colorado 
lured Dorothy Russell and her mother to 
view Denver and Colorado Springs. 
Dick Grants are also in Colorado, staying in 
a cottage camp along the river in North 
St. Vrain Canyon... . Russ Rauch enjoyed 
the sport of mountain climbing with his son, 
Gary. They footed Bear Butte Mt., 4085 
feet high, and had a wonderful view of the 
Black Hills country. ... “We enjoyed the 
beauty of our own state,” said N. H. Lies- 
veld. “Valentine, North Platte and Cozad 
have beautiful scenery, and we enjoyed the 
herds of buffalo, antelope, deer, and wild 
life around Valentine.” .. . A fifteen-pound 
four-ounce (15 lbs. 4 oz.) blue channel cat- 
fish was “hooked” by C. S. Whittington 
while vacationing at “Sports Service” Re- 
sort, Kingsley Dam, near Ogallala. ... 
Frank Hendrix spent his vacation at home. 
“Vacation is for rest, and that is just what 
I did,” said Frank with a big yawn. 

F. P. Condos, H. A. Ehrlich, Carl Bender, 
and W. R. Knee also spent their vacations 
resting. Little Mavis Vermeer helped 
her dad on the farm at Sterling. She drove 
the tractor while the boys baled hay. . 
Rollie Winders tried to catch up on odd 
jobs around home, but was called on to 
help at the parimutuel. . . . Axel Berglund 
is building a new home. He is asking for 
suggestions as to color schemes for painting 


the interior. . . . Milton Royce is driving a 
new two-tone, saddle brown and beige, 
Chevrolet on week-ends only. ... The 


familiar “hello” from the doorway several 
weeks ago came from A/1C Art Sharp, who 
was home on leave from Randolph Field, 
Texas. ... Surprise of the month was a 
visit from Mary Hessler of Columbus, and 
Darlene Chantry of Schenectady, New York, 
former stenographers. We all wish a 


speedy recovery to Florence Tatman, who 
underwent foot surgery, and to Ralph Cul- 
ver, who is hospitalized with a heart ailment. 


Another member of the general shop, Frank 
P. Condos, who observed his tenth anniver- 
sary with the company this month. 


GOOD MORNING , LOWELL , 
DID YOU SEE YOUR. 
PICTURE IN THE PAPER ? 
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They tell us this scene took place 
in the general shop office on the 
day Lowell Johnson got his picture 
in the "Morning Star." 


NO ONE OVER 


Aloha Battreall, York operator, went 
swimming with her infant son. While 
playing in the wading pool, the little 
fellow slipped and went under water. 
Aloha dashed to his rescue, but as she 
entered the pool she, too, slipped and 
sat down with a splash. Looking about 
to see if anyone observed her dive, 
she was confronted by a large sign 
which read, "No one over seven years 
allowed." 


Folks thought Jimmy Green, Lincoln plant, 
was pretty ambitious, slaving away on a 
rural pole top one Sunday. But Jim was 
only dropping the wires that spanned a 
lake, salvaging leaders and plugs for hig 
next ng season. 
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SEVEN YEARS OLD 


In the privacy of his home workshop, 
Lyle "Bar-X" Piper, York, stripped 
off his shirt and set about repair- 
ing an ailing toaster. He had it 
turned on to full-heat for some 
reason, and it slipped off the bench 
and fell against Lyle's stomach, 
Searing same with a deep wavy brand 
that looks like it will probably be 
there for life. 


HERES MY BIRTH CERTIFICATE AND & 
DRIVERS LICENSE AND A PICTURE ¥ 
OF ME TAKEN WHEN | WAS 
FOUR YEARS OLD ! 


MISTER 
1 STILL 
DON'T 


Charles Meshier, 42 years with the 
company, casually approached the 
teller's cage to cash a_ personal 
check, but Nancy Remington didn't 
know him from Adam, and Charlie) 
was nonplussed when he had to pro- 
duce all his credentials to estab- 
lish his identity. 


IM GOING To GET SICK 
AND STAY HOME « 


On a morning when it had rained 
only 1/100 inch there was one 
muddy spot in the entire city. 
Shirley Hess, construction, fell 
down in the middle of it as she 
was hurrying to work. She just 
had time to scurry back home to 
change clothes before taking 
off in a greater rush than be- 
fore. Halfway to the bus line 
She skidded to another stop as 
she remembered she had now for- 
gotten her lunch. 
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"Ade" Newens, Nebraska City, drove to 
Syracuse to conduct some business 
with Elmer Neujahr. As he was taking 
leave he didn't notice that’ the 
driver's seat was already occupied by 
a very tough bumble bee. 


ANOTHER (euir) GiAss 


COULD | HAVE 
OF WA-- CERTAINLY SIR ! 


JUST ONE MORE 
GLASS OF WATER * 


We've heard of the sad case of A.B. Gorman, 
who stowed away a fine meal at the Corn- 
husker before he found that he had not a 
cent on his person. Ot sat for an hour 
after the meal, hoping to see someone he 
knew. It was Margaret Francis who finally 
came by and loaned him the dollar to bail 
him out of trouble. 


Walter Roberts, personnel director, trekked 
thousands of miles into the wilds of Canada 
for some good fishing. His best catch was 
a five-pound Northern Pike which he brought 
home to exhibit to the family. Unfortunate- 
ly he returned the same day his daughter- 
in-law had pulled a 13-pound catfish from 
the waters that flow by the home place. 
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BY Charles Hansen, in charge of inventory operations, 
@with Dick Knight, bringing the price book up to 
se date, preparatory to taking inventory. 
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Frank Hendrix and Bill Weygint, beginning the 
count of stock held in the general warehouse 
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‘A check of tires and automotive parts being made f 


i Contents of a construction truck is tallied by John 


Habson as E, L. Mills, J. A. Schellenberg and & 


Red" Hoaglin call out materials. Cableman at left 
is Bob Greb, making a “hitch”. ; 
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Visiting the pole yard to count the various types | 


and sizes in stock are Lester Ellis and Axel Berglund, 
+ warehousemen. 
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by F. M. Strasser,|Supervisor of Supplies 


GAIN comes that time of the year when the Inven- 
+4 tory of Supplies and Tools must be made. Many, 
perhaps, have wondered why all this is necessary. It is 
expensive and always comes at a busy time. 


Stocks must be counted each year to determine how 
well we have reported supplies and tools in and out of 
stock. It works something like this. Starting the first 
of each year, the accounting department records show 
the amount invested in non-exempt supplies and tools. 
To this amount is added the cost or value of all items 
purchased, or recovered throughout the current year. 
From this is deducted the cost of items used, sold. lost 
worn out, or otherwise disposed of. These additions and 
deductions are summarized each month and a new total 
investment in supplies is figured. 

Now it is clear that if more material is received than 
is charged out, the investment increases, or vice versa. 
Most inventory increases are recorded in large amounts 
from suppliers’ invoices. Increases resulting from re- 
covered material reported on daily reports, while impor- 
tant, are a small part of the total additions. On the Other 
hand, deductions from stock accounts are recorded in 
small amounts from hundreds of daily work and other 
reports. Therefore, there is much less probability of 
error in recording additions to stock than in recordino 
deductions. That's why our inventories are usually short 
—seldom long. 


Obviously, it is necessary to check up at least once 
a year. We must be sure the value of stocks on hand are 
in reasonable agreement with the Auditor’s balance. 

As might be expected, it is not easy to make an ac- 
curate inventory of about 6,000 items stored in from 20 
to 25 storerooms and as many material yards, scattered 
over nearly 12,000 square miles. Like all activities in- 
volving much detail, careful preparation must be made 
well in advance. Sixty to ninety days before inventory 
time forms are corrected and prepared; instructions are 
revised and brought up to date; and stocks are cleared of 
inactive, obsolete, or worthless material. Supplies are 
arranged for convenient and accurate counting. About 
a month before inventory, reminder and_ instruction 
letters are issued so that area and district folks can cet 
ready. Just before inventory come the final lactuctions 
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relating to material in transit, stored at unusual locations, 
delivered to the job but not yet installed and reported, 
and other easily overlooked situations. 


Then on the inventory date all non-exempt items are 
counted and listed. Frequently inactive or remotely lo- 
cated stocks are counted in advance and records kept of 
changes so that the correct amounts can be listed on the 
inventory date. This is done extensively in the general 
storeroom. In about a week all of the inventories will 
have been received in the supply office and the work 
of tabulating and summarizing begins. In addition to 
the main compilation for accounting use, summaries for 
tax and administrative purposes are made by exchanges, 
districts and principal use classes. While the tabulating 
is in progress the accounting department prepares the 
item prices. | 

When the inventory is tabulated, priced, extended, 
and totaled, a comparison is made with accounting rec- 
ords. If disagreement is large, the big hunt begins. In- 
voices, prices, quantities, extensions, receipt and disburse- 
ment records, even down to daily work reports are 
checked. Investigations are made and questions are 
asked—until the priced inventory is in approximate agree- 
ment with accounting records. The final compilation 
must be reported to the auditor before the year-end so 
that entries for the last two months can be made and the 
results used in the Annual Report. 

Finally, the inventory is typed, printed, bound, and 
distributed to those who review and use it. Examination 
shows many opportunities for saving. Taxes, interest, 
depreciation, storage and handling of supplies cost about 
twenty-five percent per year. The annual cost of carry- 
ing an $800,000 inventory is $200,000. For every $1,000 
average reduction $250 is saved. 

When the job is done a list is made of the major 
difficulties encountered so that plans for avoiding them 
next year can be made. Last year’s discrepancy was 
$965 in the $863,246 supply inventory—less than one- 
tenth of one percent! This is the net error accumulated 
in charging in and out of stock over UA million dollars 
worth of supplies during the year. It reflects the care, 
accuracy and cooperation of many plant, accounting and 
other employees. This year we'll do better. 


Kent Eno, Merle Schneider and John Eisenbarth fiee 
give their attention to the general shop parts room. fe 
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ranscribing information from field sheets to the — 


inventory rake-off book are Ruth Russell and Dick 
Knight. 
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Dae June Schessler types the original copy of the in- 
ventory as Howard Sieler clears the rake-off book. 


SAG SS : 
: Harold Brady, printing service, make a "Xerox" § 
ge from each typed inventory sheet. This is used as the Baum 


master copy for the "Multilith’’ machine. 


“+ Jack Geist running the ‘Multilith’ which produces 


the finished copies. Each of the more than 150 SSB 
sheets is run individually. 


Ba Fred M. Strasser, supervisor of supplies, and L. A. 
Stacy, chief clerk, inspect bound copies of the | 
> Scomplete Inventory. : 
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Houghton Furr Named 


Assistant to President 


Houghton Furr 


RESIDENT Thomas C. Woods has 
announced the appointment of 
Houghton Furr, of Lincoln, to the po- 
sition of Assistant to the President, 
effective September 1. The position is 
a new one in the executive organiza- 
tion of LT&T, with its present assign- 
ment of duties pointing up the require- 
ment of a man of Mr. Furr’s back- 
ground and training. 

Graduating from the University of 
Nebraska with a Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree in 1940, Mr. Furr then enrolled 
at Harvard Law School where he grad- 
uated in 1943, 

His business career was interrupted 
by World War II, during which he 
served for three years as a pilot in- 
structor for the Army Air Force, hold- 
ing the commission of First Lieutenant. 

Returning to Lincoln after his dis- 
charge from service, Mr. Furr has been 
occupied as an assistant professor of 
law at the University of Nebraska and 
has been associated with Archie Furr & 
Company in auditing, accounting and 
tax compilation. 

In commenting on Mr. Furr’s selec- 
tion and appointment, Mr. Woods said, 
“The present era of change and devel- 
opment has brought about specialized 
requirements in telephone company 
management as well as in its operation. 
Governmental controls, complex busi- 
ness economics and growing tax prob- 
lems indicate the need for the legal 
training and the abilities which Hough- 
ton Furr brings to our organization.” 

Mr. Furr is also an accomplished mu- 
sician and is organist at St. Paul Meth- 
odist Church of Lincoln. 


A 35-Year Emblem for Bill McOmber 


The presentation of a 35- 
year service pin is by no 
means a common event. One 
still must date his employ- 
ment back to the ‘teens to 
become eligible. William O. 
McOmber, manager at 
Crete, qualified for the em- 
blem last month, and the 
picture records the moment 
of its presentation by Dis- 
trict Manager Clyde Burge. 
The principals and bystanders, from 
left to right, are: Elizabeth Johnson, 
chief operator, Crete; Mr. McOmber; 
George Brock, area manager; Mr. 
Burge; and Ethel Park, commercial 
clerk, Crete. 

Mr. McOmber was employed by 
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LT&T from June 1915 to July 1917, 
and entered the ranks of the Crete Tele- 
phone Company in September 1919. 
He came back into the fold when the 
Crete company was purchased and con- 
solidated into our organization in May 
1952. 


Voices Go Underground In Northeast Lincoln 


Pushing through the duct 
rods, aided by the Roto-Hod- 


Left to right: R. Wilson, M. B. 
Miles, Ken Wurm and W. F. 
Combs, foreman. 


S a sequel to the story, “Miles of 
+4 New Conduit” (page 12 of last 
month’s News), our construction crews 
are currently engaged in the herculean 
task of threading the new conduit with 
its first underground cable. Some de: 
partmental records are being broken, 
for the great distances between man- 
holes automatically set a record for 
cable pulls, while the cable itself has an 
internal problem entirely new to our 
company. 

This is brought about by the presence 
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At the winch-end of the Into the duct rolls the 
cable pull. Burning april cable. Art Keckler, left, 
: of the young man is natural. 
der seen in the background. He is Tommy Kirkbride, 
grandson of Ray Boling who 
stands beside 
Wilson is on the truck. 


watches the operation while 
Glenn McCown controls the 
reel and Foreman R. E. Hib- 
bert lubricates the cable as it 
enters the duct. 


him. Royce 


of six video channels which are part 
of the huge cable’s composition. Noth- 
ing like them has ever been seen in 
these parts and cable splicers have been 
put through a special course of instruc- 
tion in making the exacting splices for 
joining the cable sections. The video 
channels are for transmission of tele- 
vision from the Lincoln main office to 
KFOR-TV and KOLN-TV near 48th 
and Vine Streets. From this point the 
cable continues on northward to the 
6-office at 49th and Huntington Streets. 


VERN CAMPBELL RETIRES; 
ARMAGOST, ROLAND MOVE UP 


Vern Campbell 


HE retirement of Vern Campbell as 

area manager at David City brought 
about the promotions of Harvey W. 
Armagost, who becomes the new area 
manager, and John H. Roland, who 
succeeds to Mr. Armagost’s former po- 
sition as wire chief. 

On August 9, 1909, Vern Campbell 
climbed his first pole for the York 
County Telephone Company, one of 
the larger independent organizations of 
the day, and was still with that com- 
pany when it was purchased by LT&T 
in 1912. Vern was then manager at 
Gresham, but the next year he moved 
to David City as combinationman. It 
has been his seat of operations ever 
since. In July 1916 he became a line- 
man and joined the construction crews, 
but took off his hooks in November 
1917 to shoulder a gun. He received 
his military training at Camp Funston 
with a large group of other LT&T 
men and later served overseas in the 
Army Signal Corps, returning to the 
job in June 1919. 

One month later Vern was promoted 
to sub-foreman and in June 1920 was 
made extra first class combinationman. 


Harvey Armagost 


John H. Roland 


In July 1924 he received his appoint- 
ment as commercial manager at David 
City, became area commercial manager 
in February 1934, and in September 
1937 was named to his last position as 
area manager. 


Mr. Campbell wrote a letter to M. C. 
Walker, district manager, not so long 
ago. We take a liberty in reproducing 
it in full, hoping Vern will not object. 
It eloquently reveals the inner workings 
of a real telephone man. 


Dear Mr. Walker: 


After relaxation and with intro- 
spection of the days ahead it is my 
desire that I be retired on regular 
retirement pension as of Septem- 
ber 30, 1953. 

It is somewhat futile by words to 
express my sincere and honest ap- 
preciation of my past daily associa- 
tion and contact with you and 
other supervisors. Without excep- 
tion, you have all been TOPS, a 
good well managed company and a 
good company to work for and 
with, 

It is with regret that I sever my 
daily association with the em- 
ployees under my jurisdiction as 
well as with my many friends who 
are telephone patrons in the David 


City area. I commend our patrons 
for being sympathetic with us in 
our endeavors to render the best 
possible telephone service. 

I am certain that my successor, 
H. W. Armagost, will have as cor- 
dial relations with his supervisors, 
his employees and the public as I 
have had in the past. 

My theme in the past, and his in 
the future: “The best telephone 
service that we are able to render.” 

Sincerely, 
Vern Campbell. 


The Campbells, in a new, modern 
trailer, are now visiting and _ sight- 
seeing in New Mexico and Arizona, 
with plans for their eventual arrival at 
El Cerrito, California. 

The advancement of Harvey M. 
Armagost to the position of David City 
area manager comes as a natural step 
in recognition of his ability and stand- 
ing in the community. Mr. Armagost 
came to the company as a groundman 
in 1929 and a few months later began 
a 13-year career as lineman. In Feb- 
ruary 1942 he was assigned to the 
David City exchange as combination- 
man and in July 1952 was promoted 
to wire chief. He was named acting 
area manager September 1, 1953, and 
for several months has been perform- 
ing the duties of area manager during 
Mr. Campbell’s illness and absence. 

John H. “Stub” Roland also started 
his telephone experience as a ground- 
man. The date was March 6, 1934. He 
was attached to the Beatrice exchange 
forces as lineman from February 1936 
to November 1938, when he trans- 
ferred to the construction department 
as lineman. He entered the ranks of 
construction truck drivers in January, 
1942, and in December 1945 returned 
to Beatrice as combinationman. His 
appointment as David City wire chief 
officially dates from August 17, last. 


Ruthann Chirnside, Fairbury traffic, and 
Jerry Snyder were married August 8 at the 
Baptist Church in Golden, Colorado. 

Mary Phyllis Troop, Plattsmouth traffic, 
became the bride of Raymond Kobald on 
August 22 at St. John’s Catholic Church, 
Plattsmouth. 


Emmanuel Lutheran Church at York was 


the scene of the wedding of June Fuss, York 
traffic, to Dale Moore on August 30. 

The marriage of E. Pearl Bishop, general 
traffic, and Dwight Barnhouse took place 
September 5 at Fairbury. 

Bonnie Terrill, Geneva traffic, became the 
bride of Mervil Bahe of Ohiowa at the Con- 
gregational Church in Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
on September 5. 

Ardis Burhoop, York traffic, and Ralph 
Epke were joined in matrimony on Septem: 
ber 19 at the Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
in York. Ardis has completed nearly seven 
years of service with LT&T and is now 
changing her daily routine to the duties of 
full-time housewife. 

Wilma Owen and Henry Lowell were 
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married September 20 at the Ashland 
Methodist Church. Wilma is on leave of 
absence from Ashland traffic. 

The marriage of Pat Delaney, Lincoln 
traffic, and Kenneth L. Anderson took place 
September 21 at Council Bluffs, Lowa. 

Marilyn Jo Scoville, Lincoln service oper- 
ator, and Maxfield G. Osborn, Sidney, were 
united in marriage September 7 in the First 
Presbyterian Church at Taos, New Mexico. 

Doris Jean Wolfe became the bride of 
Robert D. Thallas, switchman at Lincoln, 
at the Holy Trinity Church in Lincoln on 
September 13. 

Milton E. Royce, supply, and Dorothy 
McClain of Sioux City were married Sep- 
tember 4 at Yankton, South Dakota. 
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Aloha Battreall Vv. H. Baum 
Service Assistant Facilityman 
York Lincoln Service 


Lillian B. Schafer 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln 
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Accounting 
John E. Backstrom, accounting assistant to 
voucher supervisor, Lincoln. 
Commercial 
Catherine Cassell, clerk to cashier, Sutton. 
Marlys A. Jones, cashier, Hastings, to teller, 
Lincoln. 
Marlene M. Kuhl, typist to secretary, general 
commercial. 


Loretta C. MclIlnay, operator, Beatrice traf- 
fic, to cashier, Crete. 


Elaine M. Hall Lola I. Hetherington 


i i t Staff Assistant 
ar General Traffic 


~ Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Donnabelle C. Schumann, traffic operator 

to clerk, Hastings. 
General Offices 

Joan Moorberg, secretary, general commercial 

to personnel. 
Plant 

V.H. Baum, advanced clerical to facilityman, 
Lincoln service. 

R. E. Brittin, groundman, construction, to 
warehouseman, supply. 

R. G. Bruning, lineman, construction, to 
combinationman, Pawnee City. 

Gerald E. Carter, shopman, supply, to rou- 
tineman, COE, general plant. 

F. M. Condos, lineman, construction, to 
warehouseman, supply. 

L. E. Reighard, lineman, construction, to 
janitor, general plant. 

Neil Tyrrell, groundman to lineman, con- 

struction. 


Jean A. Heyen Joan Moorberg 
Service Assistant Secretary 
York Personnel 


Shirley Snyder 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln 


Traffic 
Aloha Battreall, opr. to service asst., York. 
Velma B. Clark, service asst. to clerk, York. 
Elaine M. Hall, opr. to service asst., Lincoln, 


Lola I. Hetherington, clerk, Lincoln, to 
staff assistant, general traffic. 

Jean A. Heyen, opr. to service asst., York, 

Lillian B. Schafer, opr. to service asst., Lin- 
coln. 

Mildred M. Whitla, opr. to clerk, Lincoln, 

Shirley Snyder, opr. to service asst., Lincoln, 
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Board of Directors Meets at Nebraska City 


The quarterly meeting of the Board 
of Directors was held Friday, Sep- 
tember 18, at the Hotel Grand, Ne- 
braska City, conforming to a policy 
ot holding board meetings at various 
cities served by the company, there- 
by allowing the Directors to become 
more thoroughly acquainted with the 


operating territory, service facilities 
and personnel. 
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The trip was made by chartered 
bus, which traveled a circuitous route, 
enabling the Directors to visit ex- 
changes at Ashland, Louisville, Platts- 
mouth, Nebraska City, Auburn, 
Tecumseh and Beatrice. LT&T de- 
partment heads were also included as 
members of the group. Several promi- 
nent Nebraska City citizens and local 
government officials were invited 
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guests at the noon lIuncheon which 
was served at the Hotel Grand. 

The picture shows those who 
boarded the bus at the general office 
building at Lincoln. Other members 
ot the Board joined the group en- 
route. Left to right: Frank H. Woods, 
Jrt..W. W. Putney, M. M. Hale, J. A. 
McKinzie, C. C. Donley, H. W. Pot- 
ter, K. L. Lawson, C. Burge, I. J. 
Devoe, T. C. Woods, Charles T. 
Stuart, G. E. Codington, L. W. Cleve- 


land, Walter F. Roberts and J. H. 
Agee. 


Shirley Elaine is the name of the new 
arrival at the home of Kathryn and Roy 
Rust, Jr. Kathryn plans to return to her work 
in Superior Traffic in the near future. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marion Bade announce the 
birth of a girl, Laura Jean, on September 21. 
Mrs. Bade is contract chief operator at Ne- 
maha. 


—_ 
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faces and places 


in the 


| Nebraska City Area 


This area includes the exchanges of 
Nebraska City, Dunbar, Syracuse, Una- 
dilla, Otoe, Union, Douglas, Talmage 


and Julian, the last five of which are 
dial operated. A connecting company 


is located at Palmyra, on the western 


\ 
fringe of the area. 


IN THE PICTURES 


1: Area Manager A. M. Newens introduces 
the page of area personnel. 


2: At her desk in Syracuse Traffic is Sophia 
Windels, chief operator. 


3: Wire Chief Ivan Livingston and Max 
Jenkins at the Nebraska City test board. 


4: Combinationmen Raymond Kinnison and 
George Placek at Nebraska City. 


5: At Unadilla we find Hazel West and Belva 
Butler, chief operator. A new switchboard 
has been installed since the picture was taken. 


6: Ethyl Armstrong, cashier at Nebraska 
City. The camera missed Carol L. Broers, 


hs running mate in the commercial office. 
orry. 


7: Lillian Bader, C. O. at Nebraska City, at 
her post in the operating room. 


8: Greeting the customers at Syracuse is 
Norma Jean Dettmer, cashier. 


9: Left to right, down the Nebraska City 
board, the camera found: Adele Ganzel, 
Beverly Cooper, Bonnie Teel, Cleora Laur- 
ence, Caroline Teten, Melba Heusman, Eunice 
Riggs, Marlene Shelton, Patty Aufenkamp and 
Bernice West. Behind them are Service As- 
sistants Dorothy Everett and Lorraine Steckly. 


10: Let us meet the folks at Dunbar. Intro- 
ducing Eva Schmidt, chief operator, and 
Lydia Bossung, at the switchboard. 


11; Manager Elmer Neujahr, Syracuse, tak- 
ing a turn at the test board. 


12: Pictured in the Nebraska City operating 
room are Kathryn Owens, S. A.. and Mary 
Lou Gude, desk operator. 


13: Wanda Carman, a temporary commercial 
clerk at Nebraska City. 


14: The Syracuse switchboard is ‘“manned” 
by Barbara Ann Neeman and Lu Ann Engel- 
brecht, service assistant. 


15: Hard riding Chet Byard, combinationman 
at Syracuse, with his trusty steed. 


Soy 
One aa 
Bg wel 
fe ee i 

- ye a oe 
a” 
= — 


yds ie eh 


Pee Golfi 


g Champs Are 


= 


Crowned 


Larry Connealy, left, and Roy Mills, right, were trophy winners in the 
annual LT&T medal and handicap golf tournament held at the Pioneer course 
in Lincoln on September 13. Larry subtracted a fat 38 handicap from his very 
respectable score to post a 60 for the 18 holes. Roy swung with his usual gusto 
in 78 well aimed strokes to break the hearts of other hopefuls for the low medal 


championship. 


The group of 35 golfers competing for the honors represented an all-time 
high mark for tournament attendance. Nearly all of them won a prize for 
something or other, for Secretary Dewey Nelsen, tournament director, had pro- 
vided an award for almost every conceivable lay. Sharing in this source of 
wealth were: James Child, Ade Newens, I. J. Devoe, Philip Smith, Chauncey 
Eggerss, Bob Wohlberg, Walter Roberts, Lloyd Cleveland, Loran Powell, George 
Walroth, Bob Leary, Ken Boshart, Dewey Nelsen, Al Kroon, Ken Lawson, Paul 
Henson, Dean Hobson, Ron Cotton, Elmer Neujahr and Jack Geist. Dean Hobson 
and Al Kroon held the two best tickets in the Calcutta event. 

Most embarrassed prize winner was I. J. Devoe, who followed a foursome of 
raw amateurs off the first tee. He stepped up jauntily with full expectation of 
showing them a drive that would disappear into the hazy distance, but was horri- 
fied to watch it slither crazily aiong the grass for a few yards and halt with an 
air of grim determination. I. J.’s drive took the prize for the shortest effort from 


Number One. 


Prizes were presented at the “Nineteenth Hole” held at Tony and Luigi’s 


at the supper hour. 


Anniversary Film Is In 
The Making 


\ NEW type of activity has made its 
/ 


appearance at several points of the 


territory in recent weeks. It has been 
seen at Plattsmouth, Nebraska City, 


Humboldt. 


bron. 


He- 
and 


Beatrice, 


Seward 


Tecumseh, 


York; 


Hastings, 


Wahoo. Other towns are on the agenda 
for the making of scenes which will 


soon be 


assembled into the story of 


LT@&T’s 50 years of progress. 


The sound color film is being pro- 


duced by H. F. Chenoweth, of Omaha, 
a specialist in industrial motion pic- 
tures, and follows a script written by 
A. B. Gorman, advertising manager. 
The story is packed with scenes of hu- 


man interest and faithfully portrays the 


growth and development of LT&T from 


its organization to the present time. Mr. 


Gorman has been assisted in his un- 


usual role of movie-magnet by a pro- 
duction committee drawn from the sev- 
eral operating departments, whose 
members, G. P. Barney, W. W. Eden. 
L. W. Cleveland, B. J. Sievers and J. H: 
Hartley, have assisted with technical 
advice and in providing properties, per- 
sonnel and equipment used in making 
the movie. 


The Adventures of Marlene 
N ARLENE THOMPSON, Lincoln 


Traffic, will be remembered as one 
of the participants in an adventure de- 
scribed in last month’s News. Now 
she has had another, more harrowing 
than the last. 

With her infant daughter, Marlene 
was riding in a car driven by her 
mother-in-law and while crossing the 
railroad tracks at 37th and Adams 
Streets in North Lincoln they saw the 
westbound Denver Zephyr approach- 
ing. The elder Mrs. Thompson brought 
the car to a halt and attempted to back 
away from the tracks, but another car, 
stopping closely behind. made this im- 
possible. She then tried to drive for- 
ward but the motor stalled, leaving the 
car squarely in the path of the oncom- 
The two women had only 
time to take the child and jump from 
the car before the Zephyr bore down 
upon it, cutting it in half and carrying 
the front portion 200 feet down the 
tracks where the locomotive was halted. 


ing train. 


Wives of Lincoln commercial men had 
a chance to catch up with their em- 
broidering Saturday afternoon and eve- 
ning, September 12, whilst their hus- 
bands were enjoying a general-local 
departmental outing at the South Bend 
cabin of Ken Boshart. The word “out- 
ing” was a misnomer, for most of those 
present inhaled but a few drafts of the 
crisp air blowing off the lake before 
retreating to the warmth of the cabin. 
The 
Messrs. 


gathering was 
Lawson and 


sponsored by 
Boshart, who 


proved to be adept veterans of outdoor 
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cookery. They spent most of the tyme 
over a hot grill, or a dishpan, but their 
efforts were not in vain. Strong men 
broke down and wept when the piece 
de resistance was revealed at supper- 
time—huge T-bone steaks, cooked over 
glowing embers to a taste-bud’s delight. 

Well fed and happy in the picture are. 
seated: Bill Burt, Dean Hamilton, Alex 
Geist, Ken Boshart, Lee Schlentz and 
Bill Quinn. Standing: A. B. Waters, 
H. W. Spahnle, Ot Gorman, Bedric 
Wanek, George Walroth, George Ram- 
sey, W. J. McDowell, K. L. Lawson 
and C. H. Eggerss. 
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Silas F. Bush 


So F. BUSH, voucher supervisor 
: of the accounting department: 
Oscar Lewis, shopman, supply depart- 
ment; and Henry M. Zimmerman, 
combinationman, Lincoln plant depart- 
ment, have each written “30” to their 
active employment as telephone men. 
The retirement of Mr. Lewis was an 
event of September 28; that of Mr. 
Bush and Mr. Zimmerman of Octo- 
Der 1. 

S. F. Bush came to the company as 
tarveling auditor in September 1919, 
shortly after his discharge from the 
army where he served overseas as field 
clerk. He toured the territory for near- 
ly seven years until, in 1926, he re- 
signed to seek adventure in other fields. 
Between 1927 and 1929 he was em- 
ployed by the Mountain States Tele- 
phone Company at Denver, returning 
to LT&T as accountant in August 


Henry M. Zimmerman 


_ ASSIGNMENT TO LEISURE 


Oscar Lewis 


1929. He was named assistant travel- 
ing auditor in 1931 and as traveling 
auditor in 1935. In January 1949 he 
became voucher supervisor. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bush have already left for an ex- 
tended visit to California where they 
have a son, daughter, and three grand- 
children. Their most perplexing prob- 
lem is whether their two Pekinese 
will receive a cordial welcome at the 
son's home, which also contains two 
Pekes. 

Oscar Lewis had completed more 
than 25 years of service at the time 
of his retirement. He was a groundman 
for the construction department during 
his first period of employment from 
June 1924 to March 1925. In August 
1928 he returned to the company as 
groundman, but. shortly afterward 
transferred to the general repair shop 
where he worked, in various capacities, 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 


of September: 

Primary Members: Esther Baker, Lincoln 
local commercial, $5.00; R. E. Grant, Lincoln 
supply, $248.00; J. A. McKinzie, general plant, 
$50.00: G. D. Murrish, Hastings plant, $15.00; 
A. E. Kilecoyne, Lincoln service, $12.50; Viola 
C. Dunn, Fairbury traffic, $10.00; G. D. Brock, 
Crete non-functional, $37.50; Clara VanMatre, 
Ashland traffic, $11.50; L. P. Young, Lincoln 
general traffic, $65.45; Mrs. Zelma Mason, Hast- 
ings traffic, $20.00; Chris Haberman, Lincoln 
pensioner, $35.00; Marcella Will, Beatrice traf- 
fic, $31.00; Aletha Bennett, Hastings traffic, 
$15.00; Evelyn Theesen, Hastings traffic, $5.00: 
Irene Smalldon, Fairbury traffic, $206.00; E. T. 
Dougherty, Lincoln service, $70.45; J. H,. Hart- 
ley. Lincoln general commercial, $12.50; Mrs. 
Florence Tatman, Lincoln’ general plant, 
$168.55: Mrs. Hilda Johanns, Plattsmouth traf- 
fic, $10.00; Robert L. Wenzel, Lincoln service, 
$20.00; G. A. Foster, Lincoln general plant, 
$109.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. F. M. Adkins, Harvard, 
$144.75: Douglas Hellerich, Lincoln, $18.00; 
Mrs. R. M. Brendle, Lincoln, $37.50; Mrs J. J. 
Eisenbarth, Lincoln, $7.50; Rodney Stall, Lin- 
coln, $7.50; Mrs. Cecil Semple, Lincoln, $87.70; 
Marla Mahlock, Beatrice, $7.50; Mrs. J. C. 
Gear, Fairbury, $24.00. 


Backstrom Appointed 


Voucher Supervisor 


HE selection of John Backstrom to 

fill the position of voucher super- 
visor was announced by I. J. Devoe, 
general auditor. The post became va- 
cant through the 
October 1 retire- 
ment of Silas’ F. 
Bush. 

Mr. Backstrom 
has spent all his 
grown years in the 
telephone business, 
first coming to our 
company as mail 
boy in the summer 
of 1925. Later he 
worked part time at the shop and ware- 
house while attending the University 
of Nebraska for two years. He began 
full time employement as receiving 
clerk at the warehouse, transferring to 
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John E. Backstrom 


until a year ago. Last September a 
chronic illness forced his absence from 
work and his transfer to the disability 
payroll. Mr. Lewis has made no con- 
crete plans for his future activities but 
hopes to regain his health for_a. con- 
templated visit to California later in 
the year. ~ 

Henry M. Zimmerman, who wears 
the 40-year service emblem, retired 
from his position as merit combina- 
tionman on October 1. Mr. Zimmer- 
man was initiated into the telephone 
business in April 1910, and his first 
years were spent in the repair shop, 
then located at 1534 N Street. He re- 
calls that the work consisted mainly of 
converting the three-wire sets received 
from the defunct Omaha independent 
company into two-wire sets for use at 
South Office in Lincoln. In April 
1913 he entered the Lincoln service 
department where his job was inspector 
until 1916 when he became a combina- 
tionman. In early times he pedaled 
about on a bicycle, then graduated to 
the horse and wagon, then to a model 
“T.” “Heinie” has worked through 
all the phases in the evolution of a 
combinationman. Only four other em- 
ployees, still in active ranks, can boast 
of a longer service record. The Zim- 
mermans plan to retain their home in 
Lincoln but expect to do a bit of trav- 
eling before settling down. 


the supply department as clerk after a 
few months. In 1935 John went to 
Beatrice as clerk for District Manager 
John Lahr. He returned to Lincoln in 
1938 to fill a vacancy in the accounting 
department. He was accounting assist- 
ant at the time of his promotion. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Elsie Ferguson, mother of Kenneth 
J. Ferguson, David City plant, died August 5. 

Mrs. Marion Stanton, mother of Loretta 
Vaca, Wahoo traffic, died September 19 at 
Wahoo. 

Mrs. Rose Coil, wife of Franklin J. Coil, 
passed away in Lincoln on September 16. 
Mr. Coil retired from Lincoln custodian 
forces in 1946. 

Mrs. Eloise White, mother of Alys White, 
Beatrice traffic, passed away at Beatrice on 
September 20. Funeral services were held at 
Tecumseh. 

Mrs. Harriet Eckles of Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, passed away August 27. She was the 
mother of William -L. Eckles (retired) and 
D. D. Eckles, both ot 


Nelson. 


combinationman, 


tee ene 
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1: Charles Riedel, general shop, with his grandson Ronnie 
Miller, with Paul Bunyan at Brainerd, Minn. 

2: Henri Goracke, Tecumseh Commercial at the Pa 
ment Buildings, Victoria, British Columbia. 

3: Grace Hauschild, Accounting, left, with 
on vacation in Oklahoma. 4 
4: Dorothy Trauernicht, Beatrice Traffic, her husband an 

son Robert at Lincoln Memorial, Washington. D. C. 


5: Jim Landenberger, Friend, and John Buck, York, on 2 
Black Hills tour. Taken at Lake Madison, Ss. D. ny 
6: Loran Powell, Drafting, with Mrs. Powell and Ga 

Pictured at Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri. yl 
7: Joyce Janssen, Syracuse Traffic, with daughter, Chery” 
playing footsies in a mountain stream, Colorado. aed 


8: Janet and Joyce, daughters of Tom Goldenstein, 


rlia- 


her cousin 


gingering, at Mount Rushmore, South Dakota. .< with 
9: The Mankamyer family at Seattle. Jack, eo 
Lincoln Service; Jack Sr., Area Manager at Sutton. 


10: Ruth Russell, Supply, at Echo Lake, Colorado. sia 
11: Unusual way to spend a vacation, Mary che rote 
Marlene Koupicka, York Traffic, at the county chief 
12: In Portland, Oregon, we find Eleanor Lane, 
operator at Syracuse. ee Por. 


13:Dan Smith, Beatrice, and family vacati c tured- 
Texas. That's Danny, Kathy and Mrs. Smith pic nd 


° : iS, 
14: Chris (Lincoln Service) and Georgia Lybeniorad°: 


in 


Bev and Dean Hoxson (Supply) at Seven Falls, a in phe 
15: The G. A. Fosters (Construction), vacation® or. 
Northland. Gust, Junior is shown at Lake Super watt 
16: Standing at right are Mr. and Mrs. Rolan 
honeymooners, at Petrified Forest, Colorado. ne price: 
17: Charles Dickenman, area coml. mg?- r anciseo” 
with a backaround of Golden Gate Park, San pake 


18: Jerry, ’B. J." Sonia and Jimmy Sievers at Ech 


Colo. Mr. Sievers is assistant general audifor. 
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19* Patricia Kay and Joyce Ann, daughters of Elmer 
Neujahr, Syracuse, at Lake Itaska, Minnesota. 


20: Dorothy Lefler, General Plant, and the flower border 
of her brother’s home at Los Angeles. 

21: Virginia Baker, Geneva Traffic, toured Colorado and 
Wyoming. Here she is at Clear Creek Canyon. 


22: The perfect vacation of Ruth Leuschner, Accounting: 
Horne, children, housekeeping. Hans, Karin, Mrs. Leuschner 
and Skippy comprise the group in the photo. 


23: Emily Jo Noren, Superior Traffic, celebrated a birth- 
day and worked about home. 


24: Rowena Light and Artis Bowen, York, found life 
€asy in the Ozarks. Here they are near Bagnell Dam. 


25: Betty Hermann, right, S. A., Syracuse, with her 
aunt, near their cabin at Yellowstone. 


26: Norma Jean Dettmer, cashier, Syracuse, at Sylvan 
Lake in the Black Hills. 


27: Kay Cole, Accounting, and husband, Phil, at Weeka- 
Pang Beach, Rhode Island. 


28: Twins Laura E. Douty, Seward, and brother Lauren, 
hoiding latter’s twin grandchildren at Nampa, Idaho. 


29: Sally Spohn, daughter of Richard Spohn, Account- 
ing, found some Indian playmates at Canyon City, Colo. 


30: Dan Smith’s big catfish came from home waters. 


Je Oklahoma and Colorado were covered in the vaca- 
10n-honeymoon of Irene Barfknecht, Superior Traffic. 


382: H. G. White, Lincoln Service, with Mrs. White 
Visit family members in Los Angeles. 


33: “Red’’ Gear, Fairbury, subduing a Texas steer. 


Warren Schmidt, grandson of Aurella Patterson, 
resham, at Mammoth Geyser, Yellowstone. 


35; Stephen and Johnny, sons of Howard Spahnle, com- 

Mercial engineer, in the Garden of the Gods, Colo. 

re: Esther E. Wittenberger, Alexandria, vacationed at 
Enver and Boulder, Colorado. 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to Whom It Is 
Furnished Without Charge 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
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1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
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Florence Loder Becomes 


Associate Editor 


HIS issue contains a new addition to 

the Telephone News family, which 
can be found under the Personalities 
in the News section, under the column 
heading “Directory 
Sales.” We have 
been fortunate in 
obtaining the serv- 
ices otf Florence 


Loder as associate 
editor for the 
column. Hereafter 
she will write a 
monthly story of 
the travels and ad- 
Florence Loder ; 
ventures of this 


group of super salesmen who are bet- 
ter known in the territory, perhaps, 
than to the employees at Lincoln. They 
are the ones who scour the highways 
and byways, spreading the gospel of 
telephone directory advertising. 

Mrs. Loder has been associated with 
the directory firm for more than 17 
years and is certainly qualified to write 
with authority on the trials and tri- 
umphs of its members. The brightest 
event of recent date, however, has a 
personal touch; for Mrs. Loder is a 
first-time grandmother and_ she _ is 
anxiously awaiting her December va- 
cation and the trip to Coronada, Cali- 
fornia, where her son George is pres- 
ently assigned as instructor in elec- 
tronics at the Amphibious Base. 


A Sobering Thought 
According to a study made by a Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin psychology class, 
if you live to be 70 you will have spent 
one year on the telephone. about 20 
years sleeping, two months signing pay 
checks for 20 solid years of work done, 


five years on shaving and dressing, five 
months doing nothing but tying shoes, 
2Y years in bed, 242 years smoking or 
doing other things that probably didn’t 
help you any, seven years in sports and 
three years just plain waiting on some- 
thing or somebody. Yes, we’ve added 
it up—and those psycho students just 
didn’t say where you will have spent 
the rest of your time. 


York Exchange Plays Host 


HE York exchange building was one 
of the business centers visited by 
local and county school teachers in an 
educational program sponsored by the 
York Chamber of Commerce. A letter 
received from Fred _ Langenheim, 


Chamber manager, was highly compli- 
mentary to Sterling Nelson, area man- 
ager, and to the York telephone em- 
ployees for their assistance in making 
this year’s Business-Education program 
an outstanding success. 


e o iad 
"Doctor Livingston,! Presume 
M*: and Mrs. Leston P. Livingston, 


our cover vacationists, can easily 
claim the LT@T championship for dis- 
tance covered. They are shown at the 
far end of their journey, their arrival 
by plane in Hawaii. Object of the 
lengthy flight was a visit with their 
son-in-law and daughter, who are tem- 
porary residents of our distant posses: 
sion. 

Thanks to their use of air-travel, Les 
and Anne were able to meet. their 
schedule and still find ample time to 
explore and enjoy the scenic isle. Test- 
man Livingston is a member of the Lin’ 
coln plant department. 
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Mobile Library 
Presented to State 
By Woods Foundation 


HOMAS C. WOODS, president, is 

shown handing the keys to the 
Bookmobile to Governor Robert 
Crosby. The presentation was made 
to the State Library Commission Sep- 
tember 15 on behalf of the Woods 
Foundation, a charitable fund estab- 
lished in memory of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank H. Woods by their sons. 
Thomas, Henry and Frank. Beatrice 
librarians, Mrs. Dale Workman and 
Mrs. J. H. Thomsen, complete the 
group in the picture. 

The Bookmobile, a library on wheels. 
will be operated experimentally in Gage 
County and will regularly visit al] 
Beatrice elementary schools and any of 
the county rural schools that wish it. 


From the Headlines 


E. J. FIOWERDAY, area Manager, 
Hastings, was named chairman of the 
residential division for the 1953 Has- 
tings Red Feather fund campaign. Ed’s 
division was responsible for making 
contact with every residence of the 
city in one of the largest undertakings 
in local Community Chest efforts. 

At a meeting of the Credit Women’s 
Breakfast Club, held at Nebraska City 
on September 22, ETHYL ARM. 
STRONG, cashier, was elected presi- 
dent of the organization and LILLIAN 
BADER, chief operator, named secre- 
tary for the coming fiscal year. Installa- 
tion of the new officers will be an 
event of the club’s October meeting. 


D. C. Wilson 
Hastings 
45 Years 


Lincoln 
35 Years 
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Forty-five Years 
ys D. C. Wilson, Hastings. 


Forty-three Years 
A. S. Keckler, Lincoln. 
- Forty-one Years 
J. C. Gear, Fairbury. 
Thirty-eight Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
Thirty-seven Years 
A. T. Albers, Lincoln. 
Thirty-five Years 
Rose A. Riggs, Lincoln. 
Thirty-four Years 
R. L. Dalton, H. M. Miller, Lincoln. 
Thirty-three Years 


Maude P. Willey, Beatrice: W. C. Stewart, 


Lincoln. 
Thirty-one Years 
F. P. Darnold, Lincoln. 


, Twenty-seven Years 


of A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 
, Twenty-six Years 
Jessie A. WVanTrump, Hastings: E. G. 


Piper, Lincoln. 
Twenty-five Years 


W. J. McDowell, LeRoy Schlentz, Flor- 


ence Tatman, Lincoln. 
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Marcia V. Watson 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


~ 


Rose A. Riggs 


Arlene M. Cline 
Fairbury 
10 Years 


W. J. McDowell 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Twenty-one Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
Marcia V. Watson, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 


W. W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, 
Edna D. Pflughaupt, York. 


Seventeen Years 


G. A. Wasson, Beatrice: Pauline Reckard, 


Plattsmouth. 
Sixteen Years 

Genevieve M. Griffin, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 

Lela Watson. 


Lincoln: Velma L. Abker, Nebraska City: 
Amy L. Dixon, Weeping Water. 


Eleven Years 


Lauretta D. Baker, Hastings: Mary H. 
Bartyzelle, Nebraska City; E. G. Brehm, 
Viola M. Fischer, Donavin Frankforter, S. Kk. 
Lawrence, R. E. Wohlberg, Lincoln: W. H. 
Husing, Sterling; Virginia M. Lempka, Te- 
cumseh: L. E. Vosika, Wilber. 


Lillian R. Hubbard 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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LeRoy Schlentz 


Lincoln: 


Beatrice: C. E. Connors, 


Lulu T. Stenson 
Superior 
10 Years 


Florence Tatman 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Lincoln 
25 Years 


rvice Anniversaries 


Ten Years 
Arlene M. Cline, Fairbury; Lillian R. 
Hubbard, Lincoln: Lulu T. Stenson, Superior: 
Leona Geseking, Tamora. 
Nine Years 
Myrtle M. Smith, Carleton; Virginia H. 
Anderson, A. W. Berglund, Helen K. Pier- 
son, Lincoln; Betty L. Johnson, Nebraska 
City: Bernice R. Mueller, Seward. 
Eight Years 
Jack Billings, Beatrice; Vivian J. 
David City; C. F. Schleufer, Hastings: 
Fisenbarth, Lincoln: B. F. Anderson, M. 
Koch, Plattsmouth. 


Dee, 
| came 


Seven Years 
John E. Turner, Beatrice; J. D. Adamson, 
A. G. DeBacker, Hastings: R. K. Ghorm- 
ley, Lincoln; J. E. Hatfield, Stromsburg: 
F. D. Nichelson, Betty J. Styskal, Wahoo: 
L. H. Lane, Weeping Water. 


Six Years 


E. L. Wheatcraft, Friend; J. D. Brock- 
meyer, Hebron; A. C. Brunke, R. H. Zim- 
merman, W. C. Baker, Lincoln: Eleanore E. 
Schutz, Seward. 


Five Years 


Virginia M. Coon, Beatrice; Anna M. 
Mohlman, Hastings: Irene R. Barfknecht, 


Superior: Louis R. Cink, Wahoo. 


Leona Geseking 
Tamora 
10 Years 


ye 


g # Eastern District 


Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Camilla Selzer went to Texarkana, Texas, 
to visit her sister and family, and who 
else did you say, Dody? ... Nadine Krac- 
man got her days and nights turned around 
while on her vacation. She visited her par- 
ents at Abie. ... The WELCOME MAT 
is out for Donna Hotovy who has returned 
from Pearl Harbor where she spent several 
weeks with her husband. We also welcome 
Lois Gibson to our ranks. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Vern Campbell shook Nebraska dust from 
their feet and on the morning of September 
10 took off in a southerly direction. Good 
luck to you ,Campbells, in your new Trail- 
er Home.” 

Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Correspondent 

There are still a few in our office who 
are enjoying their vacations. Lillian Bader, 
chief operator, visited her brother and fam- 
ily in Decatur, Illinois. During her last week 
of vacation she had guests from Illinois, 
New York and California. Mr. and Mrs. 
George Placek and Mrs. Merle Morrow 
vacationed in San Diego, California, visiting 
the Placeks’ son and his family. Kathryn 
Owens is one of the lucky ones just starting 
her vacation. She and her father will visit 
relatives at Zanesville, Ohio. Those vaca- 
tioning at Yellowstone National Park were 
Dorothy Waters and husband, and Mary 
Tackett and husbarid. “Yours Truly” 
spent a quiet vacation at home “just rest- 
ing.” ... Shirley Gruber accompanied her 
sister-in-law to Chicago, where the latter 
was to enter a hospital. Shirley spent the 
week end with her there. ... Evelyn Den- 
son attended the National Wave Convention 
in Denver, Colorado. She brought home a 
guest, Ester Cooper, also a former Wave. 
.. . Congratulations to Mrs. Robert Whalen 
and Mrs. Joseph Gude, former traffic em- 
ployees, on their new arrivals. ... We are 
sorry to hear that Velma Abker is on the 
sick list again. She entered the Mayo 
Brothers Clinic a few weeks ago for treat- 
ment. We hope she will be back with us 
before too long. ... A Board of Directors 
meeting was held at Nebraska City Septem- 
ber 18th in the Grand Hotel. It was nice to 
see the directors and department heads in 
our town. Dave Guthrie spent a few 
days with us last week. We always enjoy 
seeing Dave. . A new employee in the 
construction department is Johnny Rich- 
ards. We hope you will like us. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 
Elizabeth Nichols and Alice Sharpnack 
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have returned from their vacations but 


failed to give us information as to their 
activities during that time. We know they 
had fun. Lila Gold has returned to 
work after a three months’ leave of absence. 
It is nice to see her about again. ... Marie 
Falk is leaving the first of October to join 
her husband who is located in Camp Polk, 
Louisiana. She plans to return to work after 
Christmas. ... We have just received word 
that Hilda Johanns, chief operator, was 
taken to the Clarkson Hospital. At this time 
we have no further information but trust 
that she will be back with us very soon. 
. . . Bob Humiston and family spent their 
vacation fishing in Canada. From all re- 
ports they had a wonderful time. . . . Guests 
in our office September 18th were the 
telephone company officials and Board of 
Directors. While here they were served cof- 
fee and doughnuts. We hope they will pay 
us a return visit in the future. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

Vacations are still the main topic. Man- 
ager Gray spent one week at Estes Park, 
Colorado, and the remainder at home just 
messing around. Helen Norwood and 
“hubby” spent a week in Minnesota fishing 
(incidentally had very good luck too) and 
the remainder of her vacation was spent 
cleaning house. Vera Schluckebier is spend- 
ing her vacation in the State of California. 
... Irene Mailand and Phyllis Bartels have 
an apartment now. They both seem to be 
getting along with cooking. ... The Grays 
and Norwoods are proud owners of brand 
new cars. ... Those attending the Nebraska- 
Oregon game in Lincoln were Bess and 
Jerry Shipley and Berniece Mueller. We 
welcome back Eileen Brauer who has 
returned to work with us. Good luck and 
happiness to you, Eileen! 


Wahoo Area 

Leona Larsen and Lura Blackman, Correspondents 

While Margie Miller is visiting her hus- 
band who is stationed in Germany, Julie 
Hengen is on her way to California to meet 
her husband who has recently returned to 
the States from Korea. ... There are still 
a few vacations to write about. A recent 
vacationer was Kathryn Owens, who stayed 
at home doing as little as possible. ... Back 
to school days include Voline Houdek, Mar- 
lis Lusch, Letty Whittemore, Brenda Rock- 
well and Yvonne Ockander. Caroline Sulli- 
van is attending Luther College. . . . Recent 
visitors at the Wahoo traffice department 
were Myra Metcalf, who has not been seen 
in this territory for a long time; also Roma 
Swanson, who is visiting her parents who 
live in Colon. Roma works in Phoenix, 
Arizona, but was a former Hello Gal. Mary 
Beaty, wh ois on sick leave, was a recent 
visitor on one of her recent outings. She is 
recuperating at home after a heart attack. 
Hope to see her back in the real near future. 
.. . Margaret Schuster spent the first week 
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of her vacation with her mother, Mrs. Cole- 
man, who was here visiting from Colton, 
California. The other week was spent doing 
as little as possible. . . . Ardis Henderson 
went by plane to California for her vaca- 
tion. . . Clara VanMatre spent her vaca- 
tion in California with her two daughters. 

. Christiane Tillman’s husband, Ernest, 
arrived in the States from Korea July 7th, 
arriving in Ashland July 12th. Mrs. Tillman 
left August 16th to join her husband in 
North Carolina. ... Mrs. Ruth Owen left 
August 12th to join her husband, Clarence, 
at DeRiddle, Louisiana. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Shirley Stock, Correspondent 

Wilma James, Rita Ballard and Doris 
Peterson spent their week end in Colorado 
where they did a lot of sightseeing. Among 
the places they visited were Fstes Park, 
Colorado Springs, and Denver. The group 
went in Wilma’s little Chevie and didn’t 
have a bit of car trouble. In Denver, how- 
ever, Wilma had a little difficulty with 
one-way streets—she couldn’t tell which 
way was the right way. In Colorado Springs 
they went through the Cave of the Winds, 
saw the Garden of the Gods, and the Will 
Rogers Shrine. The girls took many snap- 
shots while on this trip and all reported 


having had a wonderful time. . . . Visitors 
from Seattle, Washington, were Joan 
Stephens’ brother and family. Monica 


Lempka’s brother and family of Alexandria, 
Minnesota, visited here and in Tecumseh. 
Colleen Curttright, former commercial em- 
ployee, was a recent visitor at the telephone 
office. Marilyn Coad, Huldah Bippes, and 
Shirley Stock were among those attending 
the State Fair. ... Fall season and chang- 
ing fashions caused Leta Holscher and Jean 
Yates to make a trip to Nebraska City. 
Shirley Stock and Helen Dettmer to Lin- 
coln, and Marilyn Coad and Joan Remmers 
to Omaha. 
Beatrice Area 
Marie Fuller, Correspondent 

Marilyn Fielder spent an enjoyable va- 
cation in Colorado. Evelyn Menke can’t 
seem to get Montana out of her system— 
she spent two weeks vacationing there with 
her brother and family after having spent 
three weeks leave of absence in Montana 
earlier this summer. Marie Fuller spent 
her week of vacation at home and Marcella 
Will spent part of her time visiting her 
brother in Ogallala and also some time in 
Colorado. Lola Boughtin and family visited 
in Oregon with her brother and also in 
Washington. We welcome Alma Norman, 
Susan Settles and Marilyn Baehr as our 
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Nearly 400 emloyees bared their arms to the doctor’s needle last month as the oppor- 
tunity was again offered for anti-influenza inoculations, a long established feature of the 
employees’ health program. In the picture, taken in the Lincoln club room on September 
23, Elmer Dougherty stands as Dr. Finney’s momentary patient. The vaccine was given in 
assembly line form as 190 Lincoln employees filed past the needle-happy company physician. 

. Others in the picture, from left to riaht, are: Donna Bauman, of the Doctor’s staff; Dr. 
L. E. Finnev; Mr. Dougherty; Joe Lewis; Glenn Obert; Frank Kuchera; Walt Stewart; John 


Shipp and Joan Moorberg, personnel secretary. 


The serum was mailed to exchanges other than Lincoln for the 195 territorial employees 
who returned the request coupons to the personnel department. Thev received their 
inoculations from local doctors who were paid for their services by the company. 

The vaccine is not intended to prevent colds, though many employees swear that it does. 
But it is usually successful in reducing the number of influenza cases or the severity of 


its attacks. 


new students. Ruth Diekman is their in- 
structor. Present toll trainees are Beulah 
Mason, Caroline Fielder and Carolina Pen- 
ner. Darlene Remmers and Mabel Wieting 
are instructors.... Mae Spilker is displaying 
a “sparkler”? received from Al Parde of the 
plant department. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIlnay, Correspondent 

Alice Peters, former chief operator at 
Friend and presently serving as an opera- 
tor at York, was a recent visitor at the 
Friend and Crete offices. We are pleased 
to welcome Jim Landenberger into our plant 
force at Friend. Jim is a transfer from the 
construction department. Erman Wheatcraft 
has assumed his new = assignment _ as 
switchboard man in the Crete Area. Man- 
ager E. M. Massie of Friend has returned 
to duty following a vacation spent largely 
in helping relatives move. Helen Cudly, 
service assistant, has returned to duty fol- 
lowing a vacation spent in Colorado. A new 
personality in the traffic department is 
Bertha Duba, who began work on Septem- 
ber 14. 

Fairbury Area 
Velda L. Wagner, Correspondent 

Charlotte Jordon attended a family gath- 
ering for her brother-in-laws and _ sisters 
from Minden, Nebraska, and Los Angeles, 
California; also for a brother who is home 
from Japan. Annabelle Stocker and Mary 
Jackson spent ten days vacationing in Colo- 
rado. Arleen Boley spent a three weeks’ 
vacation in California where she visited her 
aunt. Beryl Leslie vacationed in Denver, 
visiting her sister and family. J. C. Gear, 
wire chief, spent part of his vacation in 
Port Lavca, Texas, visiting his son, and 
the remaining time was spent at home. 
Irene Smalldon has recovered nicely fol- 
lowing an appendectomy... . Ricka Schenk 


had the misfortune of spraining her ankle 
while getting out of her car. She also re- 
cently received word from her son and 
daughter-in-law that she has a new grand- 
daughter named Nancy Jo. Berverly Lampe 
recently visited in Fort Riley with her girl 
friend and husband. Yours truly spent 
her vacation visiting in Hebron and the 
remainder of the time at home... . After 
attending a meeting for the Saddle Club 
and while towing her horse back to the 
farm, Virginia Robinson had a car accident. 
Her mother and son were with here at the 
time. Fortunately, the occupants were not 
injured; however, they all had a good shak- 
ing up, including the horse. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


More about vacations. . . . Harold Drake 
took a trip through the Ozarks and brought 
back a new hat but no moonshine. Clara 
Costello visited her sister in Denver, and 
was shown all the interesting places and 
scenes of that vicinity. About the only 
thing she thinks she missed doing was 
mountain climbing. . . Jim Smith, be- 
sides visiting the family at Beatrice and 
Hebron, took in the auto races at Belleville, 
Kansas. Jim’s little boy underwent surgery 
in a Beatrice hospital recently but is feeling 
frisky as ever now. Dorothy Agena, 
Virginia Lempka, and Don Hester spent 
their vacations either working or loafing 
(probably both) at home. The two new 
operators are Bonita Bicknell, who started 
August 24, and Vernabelle Mommens, who 
started September 1. . . . The bowling 
season has opened and digging those shirts 
out of the moth balls are Cecile Morehead, 
Norma Lee Hahn, Henri Goracke, Shirley 
Hagelback, Tyler Ryan, Bill Eckles, and 
Dick McCall. After a practice session they 
all feel that those scores will really zoom, 
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just a little limbering up needed. ... The 
Board of Directors made a brief visit at 
this office on September 18. . . . On her 
return trip from a week end in Kansas 
City, Henri Goracke felt a moment of un- 
easiness when accosted by two highway 
patrolmen in St. Joseph. Since she didn’t 
fit the description of the runaway girl they 
were seeking they permitted her to proceed 
homeward. . . . There’s a new T-V set in 
the Hagelback home, witness the mute evi- 
dence of a pan of burnt potatoes and a 
coffee pot left on the stove so long that the 
bottom was melted. Shirley doesn’t like to 
be bothered with such trivial matters as 
getting a meal while her favorite program 
is on. Shirley claims she went horseback 
riding and that she can prove it by the 
blisters—on her hands. Tyler Ryan 
isn’t so sure he enjoys the sound of rain on 
the roof, especially when it means getting 
up at 4:00 A.M. to cover the leak there! 
; Pawnee City vacationers included 
George Eggleston and Jim Rhodes, at home; 
and Carl Franzen, who journeyed through 
the Ozarks. At the termination of his va- 
cation Jim Rhodes went to Omaha for in- 
duction into military service. 


> Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 
Vacations are still coming and going. At 
this writing Gracie Diekhoff is spending two 
weeks in Pierce, Nebraska, visiting her 
parents... . Chief Operator Helen Ader- 
mann spent a week of her vacation in IIli- 
nois visiting relatives and attending a wed- 
ding. .. . Erma Dixon wound up her vaca- 
tion at home and in Denver... . Bonnie 
Bahe and Gracie Diekhoff recently cele- 
brated birthdays and on that occasion birth- 
day treats were in store for all the girls. 
_. . Another diamond has been added to 
the glitter in the traffic department. The 
lucky girl is Gracie Diekhoff. 
Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 
Several vacationers are back in our 
midst. Marie Pearson, accompanied by her 
parents, drove to Maine, New York, to visit 
her sister and family. She reports a most 
enjoyable trip which included a visit to 
the Tengar Lake region of New York and 
the New England states... . Arline Wright 
and her husband visited her sister in Ama- 
rillo, Texas. Ann Horton enjoyed a 
trip to California, and Donna Larsen spent 
her vacation in Omaha. . . . Ruth Comp- 
ton spent her vacation in Missouri and at 
the Lake of the Ozarks. ... Aletha Bennett 
is very proud of her new little niece born 
September 10th. The little lady weighed 
six pounds eight ounces and has been named 
Cindy Lou. 
Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 
Vacations are almost over, but a few of 
us are still looking forward to that occa- 


Syracuse 


Telephone folk were well represented 
in the Syracuse Chamber of Commerce 
entry which formed part of the State 
Fair Parade in downtown Lincoln on 
September 10. Occupying the rear seat 
in the sleek convertible drawing the 
float, we find Ardyth Ehlers, Virginia 
Shields, Patricia Neujahr and Sharon 


Employees on Parade 
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France. The last three are employees at 
Syracuse. In the front seat we recognize 
Elmer Neujahr, local manager, Mrs. 
Neujahr and the driver, Carol Mc- 
Pherson. Two of the band members in 
the trailer float are former “summer” 
employees of the Syracuse plant de- 
partment. 


sion. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kemkau went to 
the Black Hills and then to Denver. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Francis also went to Colorado. 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Marolf visited Mr. 
Marolf’s brother in Madrid, Nebraska. 
Eva Stutz and her sister visited friends 
in Illinois. All reported a good time and 
are now ready for another year of work. 


Stromsburg Area 
Elvera M. Parks, Correspondent 

Edith Mattson, cashier, resumed her 
duties again after a three weeks’ vacation. 
Edith spent one week in the Black Hills and 
the rest of the time just catching up with 
household duties and outside jobs. 
Albert Andres, combinationman, enjoyed his 
vacation just doing this and that and noth- 
ing in particular. Sounds like fun... . This 
isn’t news but the men are still busy spray- 
ing trees and are on the last lap. They are 
currently spraying the Shelby exchange. 

. The word “hunting” is starting to crop 
up in conversations again. It’s the same 
thing from one year to the next. First fish- 
ing—then hunting. Fellows, how about talk- 
ing football for a change? Then “yours 
truly” could get in her two cents worth. 
When it comes to hunting, we’re completely 
lost for lack of interest. . . . The bowling 
season opened up again in this area. The 
boys started off with a bang and won their 
first game. We hope they continue with their 
skill. . . . By news time again we should 
be deep in directory work. It’s the same 
struggle from year to year—trying to keep 
from making mistakes and knowing darn 
good and well there’s bound to be one, if 
not more. Oh, well, they say practice makes 
perfect, and this might be our year—we 
hope. 

Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 


In the traffic department, the young 
lady walking on clouds these days és 
Joline Loop. The reason—her fiance’ is back 
on a thirty-day leave from Germany. 

On their way for a two weeks’ vacation 


in California are Olga and Bertha Ander- 
son. They plan to visit Nyla Edgar, a for- 
.. Gerry Wil- 
liams has returned from her vacation in 
the west, and Shirley Swanson has also re- 
turned from her vacation which was spent 
at home. 


mer operator, while there. . 


Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


Norma Nuss, who recently resigned her 
position as cashier at Sutton, plans to be 
married to Cleon Ochsner, who is now in 
the Armed Forces stationed in England. 
Norma sailed on the Queen Mary September 
Oth and arrived in England on September 
14th. Our best wishes went with her... . 
Iris Ramsey, a former employee, is working 
part-time at the Sutton office. ... Catherine 
Cassell has assumed her duties as cashier. 
... Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer attended 
the Nebraska-Oregon football game in Lin- 
coln September 19th. ... Mr. and Mrs. R. 
H. Hunzeker spent Labor Day week end 
in Denver with relatives. 
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Her Royal Highness of the York traffic de- 
partment, Vera Knerr, who was crowned 
County 4-H Queen” during the York County 


Fair. 
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York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 

Many of the employees at York were 
State Fair visitors during the first week of 
September. .. . Traffic honored Ardis Bur- 
hoop at a personal shower prior to her mar- 
riage to Ralph Epke on September 19th. 
Hostesses for the occasion were Edna 
Pflughaupt, Ferne Wilger and _ Artis 
Bowen. . . . Current vacationers are Alice 
Peters, Mildred Wiser and Alice Lind. 
Velma Garlock and her husband are visiting 
in Yellowstone National Park, while Lyle 
and Laureta Piper spent several days in 
Colorado. J. L. Summers motored to Arkan- 
sas to join his family during vacation time. 
Duane Grove and family spent a week at 
Humboldt with Mrs. Grove’s folks. ... Since 
the last writing, there are two girls from 
local traffic who are sporting beautiful dia- 
monds. Shirley Schultz is one, the lucky 
fella being Raymond Reetz. The other gal 
is Betty Illingworth, whose fiance’ is John 
Reisbick. No dates have been set for 


either. 
8? 4c I ILe 
U 
ss ECOUMITIIAG 


Katherine Cole 
Associate Editor 


Bob Ross didn’t wake up until 9:30 the 
other Monday morning but who wouldn’t 
oversleep after such a triumphant and 
strenuous day as the Rosses had in Kansas 
City, Missouri, at the Mo-Kan Cat Club 
show. Wal-Lee Satinus is no longer a prize 
kitten in just the eyes of the Ross family 
for he really took the judge’s eye. He won 
the blue ribbon in the Siamese Kitten Dj- 
vision and also the cup for the Best 
Siamese Male in the show. We hope the 
Ross family will have as good luck with 
their cats in the Minneapolis show Oct. 10 
and 11... . It is so nice to have a “veep” 
in our department. Jane Hintz has been 
elected vice president of the Beta Sigma 
Phi, Kappa chapter. business girls’ sorority. 

. . The girls of the south office had a 
luncheon for Sarah Shively at Ned’s Restau- 
rant and presented her with a gift on her 
last day of employment. .. . If you notice 
anyone on fourth floor acting as if they 
were seeing double, don’t be alarmed. It’s 
just that they have seen the new twins, 
Marilyn and Rosilyn Fahleson, of the north 
office. . . We are happy to report that 
Clara Jones’ mother is improving. 
Berthamae Ward has become very ambi- 
tious. She is going to Wesleyan every morn- 
ing and then comes to work the rest of the 
day. . . . Mary Lou McIntyre received a 
lovely bouquet of red roses on her birthday. 
Everyone was glad that they were delivered 
to the office. . . . It seems strange not to 
see Mr. Bush at his desk in the south office. 
His friends presented him with a pen and 
pencil set before he left, and we hope that 
he and Mrs. Bush will enjoy themselves 
in California. .. . Harold Brady has been 
fishing in Scotts Lake near Cedar Bluffs. 
He says there are a lot of fish in the lake 
but they just won’t bite! ... Vacations are 
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still in progress. Grace Hauschild and Helen 
Hall visited Minnie Hinrichs, a former 
employee, at Springfield, Illinois. M. W. 
Franklin is getting acquainted with his 
grandson in Oregon. Shirley Bauer had a 
wonderful time on her trip to California, 
Washington and Oregon. Lydia Holloway 
vacationed in California and is now on 
leave of absence at home. Ferne Burns 
spent her vacation in Wichita and Omaha. 
Vacationing at home were: Alise Meiers, 
Carol Nelson, Alvina Miller, Joan Thom- 
sen, Rose Carlson, and Lilly Malecek. 
Lilly also took a little trip to Iowa... . 
Joyce Kelly took advantage of the Labor 
Day week end and went home to Rogers, 
Arkansas. Don Schwenke spent the long 
week end in Colorado Springs and Denver. 
. . . Ethel Crosier spent a week end in 
Buffalo Wyoming, visiting her fiance’ and 
future home. . .. Margaret Bishop was en- 
tertained by 22 girls of the north office at 
a luncheon at the Kopper Kettle before she 
left our employ. The girls gave her a gift. 
. . « joyce Grabowski spent a week in 
M. M. Hale’s office substituting for Kathryn 
Portsche. 
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Ruth Younger 
Associate Editor 


It may be a little late in the year but va- 
cation time is still rolling on. Mary Lou 
Clark and her family visited relatives in 
Denver and spent some time in the moun- 
tains. Poor Mary Lou’s gray hairs multi- 
plied considerably the day Jim insisted 
driving the car up a one-way trail instead 
of taking the highway driving through the 
mountains. Speaking of cars, Jack 
Caldwell has a beautiful new cherry red 
Ford convertible. He’s promised to take 
everyone for a ride but blushes (and looks 
like the color of his car) when any of the 
girls ask him when he’s going to take each 
and every one for the ride!! ... Our bride- 
to-be, Nancy Remington, has had so many 
showers and received so many beautiful 
gifts that she says she would rather con- 
tinue to have the showers than be married 
in a few weeks. Now, Nancy, we know you 
don’t mean that!!... We have so many new 
people in our office it’s difficult to remem- 
ber who the “oldtimers” are. Gretchen Dav- 
ison, Mavis Poe, Dorothy Gruhn and Joyce 
Brown are our new clerks and Bob Higgs 
and Dick Schultz are the new coin collec- 
tors. We hope they’ll be very happy working 
with us. ... Of course, wouldn’t you know 
that Mavis Poe when she had only been here 
a week would win the football pot. Confi- 
dentially, we were happy “Moneybags” Poe 
won because we all enjoy candy so much! 

. . Marlys Jones isn’t feeling too well; in 
fact, she had an appendectomy and is at 
this writing still in the hospital. Hurry 
back, Marlys, we miss you. 


Dorothy Miuiller, 
Associate Editor 


The vacation line-up is still the headline 
in the news. ... Trying out his fisherman’s 
luck and saying he got a pretty good catch 
of bass and catfish was Al Dougherty. ... 
Those who thought a vacation is a time for 
rest included Ray Baldwin, John Drake, 
Jake Schneider, and Oliver Hoffman. They 
just stayed around home. ... Jim Story 
also stayed around home but we doubt if 
he got much rest because he built a garage. 
This gives us the clue that there is matri- 
mony in the air, because after all if he built 
a garage surely he’ll build a house to 
go with it and then before we know it 2, 
... Another hammer toter was Clem Bottorff 
who kept busy surpervising work on his 
new home. Chances are the construction 
crew under his supervision during that week 
was glad to see Monday come. . . . Dick 
Tejcka started to University during his va- 
cation so by now he is probably up to his 
ears in “Readin’, Hitin’, and ’Rithmetic.” 
... Clyde Higgins did some visiting in Sid- 
ney and lots of relaxing at home....A 
celebration was in store for Clarence and 
Mrs. Lawson. They celebrated their 35th 
wedding anniversary. We all give our hearty 
congratulations and wish them many more. 
. .. An ideal vacation is what most people 
would call the one Gene Schrank had 
planned. He was going to Colorado where a 
friend of his had a cabin at Gene’s disposal 
for two weeks, and in return the friend 
would appreciate it if Gene would help out 
now and then. Only that isn’t the way it 
turned out. Gene ended up cutting down 
trees, splitting logs, loading wood, carrying 
Skelgas tanks up sides of mountains, work- 
ing in his friend’s store, and a hundred other 
tasks. After the first week Gene loaded his 
family up, headed home, and spent his other 
week recuperating. Lyman and Mrs, 
Neff had a very nice vacation, taking the 
train to Vancouver, Washington, and then 
driving back with his brother who was re- 
turning from a trip to California. While on 
vacation the Neffs spent a week with their 
daughter and son-in-law, Noye Aeschliman, 
in Vancouver. Noye, a former employee, is 
now working for a Safeway Store in Port- 
land, Oregon. Another week was spent with 
their son and family in Tacoma, Washing- 
ton. . . . Dick and Shirley Bauer certainly 
did cover the territory on theri vacation. 
All totaled they motored 5,654 miles. Some 
of the states they visited were California, 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Wyoming, Utah, 
Nevada and Colorado. Dick doesn’t recom- 
mend ocean swimming this time of year be- 
cause he tried wading and said the water 
is ice cold. ... The Darrell Cottinghams 
toured Wyoming, taking in historic places 
such as Fort Laramie and the Oregon Trail. 
... The newlywed Bob Thallas concentrated 
on getting their wedding gifts settled in 
their apartment. Robert “Mike” 
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Guthrie traded cars and is now driving a 
Plymouth. . Myrel Ifland traded cars, 
too, and thinks this car is much better than 
his old one, but with winter setting in he 
is not going to take any chances so is in 
the- process of building a new garage.... 
Howard Stroup and Harry White have new 
additions to their households—the now all 
important T.V. sets. Warren Shuck 
ended his vacation by getting a spanking 
new Pontiac. Something tells us he drove 
his old car on his vacation trip. . . . Our 
best wishes go with Betty Darby, who is 
leaving us to concentrate on being just a 
plain ole housewife. We will miss _ her 
around here. . . . Gene Schrank’s wife sure 
didn’t plan on Gene’s birthday cake turning 
out the way it did. To begin with, for some 
unknown reason it split on top, which in 
itself was bad enough, but when mother’s 
little helper backed his truck into it that 
was just too much. Gene tried smoothing it 
over with nice remarks, but went one step 
too far when he said it was pretty and re- 
minded him of an erupting volcano. . 
Warning to all safety-minded pedestrians 
and vehicle drivers: Be on the look-out 
for a black ’41 Ford armed with one 
woman driver—to be exact, Ivan Hellerich’s 
wife. Ivan informed us that he is 
teaching her to drive. Seriously, Ivan says 
she is doing fine. . . . Wanted: One cow. 
Must be a good milker. Call Lambert Eitel. 
What in the world would Lambert do with 
a good milk cow? It all started when Lam- 
bert’s boys brought home an innocent look- 
ing cat. Lambert didn’t want to be an old 
meanies so he let them keep it. Now there 
are five of them. Mama kitten decided here 
was as good a place as any to raise her 
family. Gene Schrank was showing 
Lowell Tuxhorn and George Hielen some 
things to do and things not to do in the 
generator room. He had just come to 
the panel board that had a very important 
button on it and as he stressed the point 
to them—Do Not Push This Button!—he 
pointed his finger too close and guess what 
happened! All the lights in the new build- 
ing went out. George tells us he has never 
seen such a surprised man in his life. 
Within 30 seconds they had things back 
under control. . . . Most of us survived the 
flu shots with only the usual sore arm.... 
We all wish a speedy recovery for Carl 
Van Lund, who is absent with a stomach 
ailment, and also to Keith Rutherford who 
is absent with a heart ailment. Mrs. Ralph 
Connors, who recently underwent an ap- 
pendectomy, also receives our wishes for a 
speedy recovery. Bernard Macholan 
and John Eckles, of Hastings, and Harlan 
Gillespie of Beatrice, Francis Darnold, 
Ernest Barney, Bill Wolfe, Ronnie Hibbert, 
Bob Blackford, Warren Shuck, Howard 
Stroup, Bill Cotton, Lowell Tuxhorn and 
Dell Gilmore have all been helping the toll 
equipment supervisor by working on the 
toll equipment in the new building. 

We welcome the following new employees 
to our department: Paul Metcalf, Richard 
Oaks, Howard Copas, Dorothy Kramer, and 


Phyllis Kittle. Due to some of the 
items on employee vacations, etc., not being 
received before the October 2 deadline, we 
will have to skip it this time, but will try 
to get them next month. 


Directory Sales 
Florence Loder, Associate Editor 


As this is our very first appearance in 
the “NEWS,” I think formal introductions 
are in order—just in case these names should 
appear in our column: 

H. E. Velte, manager, better known as “Herb” 
R. D. Regler, artist, better known as “Bob” 
A. H. Zehrung, salesman, better known as “‘Al’’ 
J. L. Barker, salesman, better known as “Jim”’ 
M. O. Beezley, salesman, better known as 


“Marion”’ 

J. E. Vestecka, salesman, better known as 
“John”’ 

D. M. Nelson, salesman, better known at 
*“Dean’”’ 


Florence S. Loder, office manager, (your 
“NEWS” correspondent) 


Nellie Grove, office clerk. 


Our last three months have been de- 
voted pretty much to the solicitation for 
the forthcoming issue of the Lincoln direc- 
tory, but some of our “gang” have found 
time for vacations, etc. 


Jim Barker and family (Ruth and little 
Jimmy) spent three weeks the first part of 
June in California—and from Jim’s report 
they had a wonderful trip, and did lots of 
very interesting things. 


On September 10th John Vestecka’s wife, 
Mary, presented him with a baby daughter 
(Joan Elaine——“Joanie’’)—-and John tells us 
she is the sweetest little girl ever born. We'll 
have to take his word for it, as we haven't 
seen her as yet-—but with her Daddy’s dis- 
position, and her Mother’s looks, she could 
very well be just that. 


Al and Mrs. Zehrung (Marie) recently 
announced the approaching marriage of 
their daughter, Jean—to take place October 
10th. The lucky man is John Hays, of 
Omaha. 


On May 20th, your reporter, Florence 
Loder, became a grandmother—of course, a 
grandson,—-Little Tommy Loder, but as the 
son (George) and his wife live in San Diego, 
Calif., we haven't seen him as yet—but 
expect to spend Christmas with them. 


general ., 

commercial 
Ruth Clark, 

Associate Editor 


There have been changes galore in our 
department lately. In fact, almost every 
desk has a different person occupying it. 
When we were just settling down from 
losing Kathryn Portsche to the vice presi- 
dent’s office and welcoming Chris Ford to 
our midst, Joan Moorberg leaves us to take 
up duties in the personnel department. With 
Marlene Kuhl now doing directory duties 


MARION 
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Bob Reyl 


Our thanks to Bob Regler, artist for Direc- 
tory Sales, who _uses his fine talent to assist 
Mrs. Loder in introducing members of the 
firm. Bob’s art training includes several 
years of progressively better chalk drawings 
on the sidewalks of the town; an extended 
course at a Kansas City art school; and a 
final polishing in the publicity section of 
the Navy. He has been with the directory 
company since February, 1953. 
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formerly done by Joan, we have a newcomer, 
namely Dorothy Williams, who is taking 
over Marlene’s work. . . . Dorothy Bader 
has now gotten back in the swing of 
things after a two-week vacation sunning 
herself in California. ... Marlene Kuhl has 
been getting settled in a new apartment. 
. . . George Walroth took two weeks of his 
vacation and traveled south. While in Flor- 
ida, he experienced being in a _ hurricane. 
We'll bet Good Ole Nebraska looked pretty 
good to him after that. ... We almost for- 
got our two other vacationers, L. P. Schlentz 
and Ken Boshart. Mr. Schlentz visited rela- 
tives on a South Dakota farm and Mr. Bos- 
hart enjoyed resting and relaxing at his 
cabin in South Bend, Nebraska. 


z general follarane 


J. S. Reed, 
Associate Editor 


Clyde W. Boyles, who retired several 
years ago as construction department gen- 
eral foreman, was in Lincoln on business 
matters recently and dropped in at the 
general plant office for a short visit. Clyde 
is in the real estate brokerage business in 
Clell Johnson, formerly 
connected with the company, was another 
recent visitor in the. general plant office. 


Los Angeles. . . 


He was on the cutover crew that installed 
rotary switchboards and changed the ring- 
ing equipment from the harmonic to di- 
vided ringing type in the “3” Office about 
1920. Later, the Pacific Telephone and 
Telegraph Company sought experienced 
telephone workers, and Mr. Johnson recol- 
lected that he, along with Clarence and 
Charles Brown, John Brown (not related), 
Bill Rustin and Fred Smith joined this 
company. He, Clarence Brown and Charles 
Brown are still with the Pacific Bell. Fred 
Smith passed away in the spring of 1953 
and was buried in California. Bill Rustin has 
retired. . . . We recently met Harve 
Colvin, a retired construction department 
lineman. Although he is well past the pro- 
verbial three score years and ten, he is 
still hale and hearty, and feels spry enough; 
might “get up a pole” now and then, but 
how to get down is the question with him. 
.. . After a break during the hot summer 
months, while on other assignments in the 
general plant office, Art Keckler has re- 


sumed the training of plant employees in 
the Fairbury Area. 


Francine Hillier, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations still hold Scene I. ... Marcia 


Watson’s three sons and families spent a 
week with her; then with son Bob, she 
traveled in the northwestern part of the 
Mary Bornemeier is spending 


state. 


her vacation leisurely at home, as is Rod 
Andrews. Elsie Andrews had a real 
surprise in store for her. She thought she’d 
take just two weeks of her vacation at this 
time; but the other half demanded she take 
the full three weeks. She is finding out the 
reason in a pleasant way. Elsie and “Andy” 
are traveling in the East, and they were 
roaming around in Canada when we last 
heard. And all the time Elsie thought they 
would take a short jaunt into Wisconsin. 
be se Our “boss” spent two weeks in the 
State of Wyoming’ keeping the fish on 
their ‘tails.’ He reports that the sport 
produced pretty good results but you have 
heard of “fish stories,” haven’t you? 

Mabel Pettet, Cafeteria, spent her vacation 
in the vicinity of South Dakota and Sioux 
City, Iowa. ... Thelma Spellman is spending 
a week in Colorado with her sister. Seems 
as though someone had to maneuver the 
“Cadillac” home and Thelma was elected. 
We can see it all now: One half of the high- 
way allotted to a car, and Thelma taking 
her half out of the middle. And while 
Thelma is driving the “Gray Beetle,” Mary 
Tice is hoping that every telephone pole 
Thelma passes has “MARY” written on it. 
| When we found out that Reah Churc- 
hill was going to have an operation on her 
leg, we asked if she thought they would cut 
it off. She looked like she’d been struck by 
lightning; then realizing it was a jovial re- 
mark, she joined in on the laughter. Think 
she was sorta caught off guard. Seriously, 
we hope to see you back real soon, Reah. 
_.. Bernice Glover Tyson is back with us, 
on an occasional basis, after ten years of 
retirement. A new recruit, also, is Lola 
Hetherington, transfer from Lincoln Traffic. 
The General Traffic could not have in- 
ducted two nicer gals. . With football 
and _ baseball “pots” floating around like 
air, maybe I can report on some winners 


next time. 


oli 
By 


Beulah Sileven 


Marilyn Lionberger and Kennetha Perry 
have returned to work from leaves of ab- 
sence. A shower was given for Pat 
King who plans to be married October 17th. 
She received several nice gifts. . . . Lola 
Hetherington has changed jobs. She is now 
in the general traffic department. 
Millie Whitla is a new clerk. . . . Georgia 
Story has a boy, born September 12.... 
Among those having vacations were Mary 
Emerson in Chicago visiting a son; Hazel 
Nichols, visiting daughters in Hastings and 
Great Bend, Kans.; Dorothy Darnold in 
Colorado; Darlene Multer, Amelia Christo- 
pher, Eunice Green, Mabel Volpp and Mary 
Arthur stayed at home... . Mary Ormand 
vacationed at Stanley, N. D.; Ruth and Lola 
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“Brick” Smith Rolls By 35-Year Mark 


Back in 1918, Donald Ralph Smith set out to look for a steady job. He found one as 
helper, or ‘‘grunt,”’ in the Harvard plant department. For the benefit of those who have 
trouble recognizing his baptismal name, Mr. Smith changed it to “Brick” as soon as he 
got big enough to fight effectively; and as “Brick’’ he came up through the organization, 
leading a construction crew for nearly a quarter of a century until last year when he was 


appointed field engineer. 


On his 35-year service date, Brick was summoned to the office and was quiie surprised 
to find himself in the spotlight, with fellow members of the engineering department 
gathered ‘round while Chief Engineer C. C. Donley presented him with the bright new 
jeweled emblem. These participants are seen at front-center in the picture. Engineering per- 
sonnel, who have become too numerous to identify, form a fitting background. 


Hetherington went to Hastings; LaVerne 
Braun traveled through Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, North and South Dakota. ... Jean 
Dickinson visited the operating room on 
Sept. 26, but did not bring her little girl 
but Artie Allerton brought her baby boy in 
for inspection on September 28. 


coo Supply 
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Florence Tatman 
Associate Editor 


We've recently been hearing about some 
more interesting vacation trips. Wes Haas 
and Ray Slote seem to have chalked up 
the most mileages. Wes drove to Oregon 
and enjoyed some deep sea fishing. His in- 
teresting catch resulted in bringing away 
1814 pounds of canned salmon. Seems when 
one catches the fish they pay a small fee to 
have it cleaned, then take it to the can- 
ner nearby and trade it for similar weight 
in the canned product. While hearing about 
Wes’ trip the stories were getting so tall, 
etc. this would-be writer had to take her 
departure but quick! No stopping these 
shop boys once they get started! But, it 
seems that while Wes was enroute, during 
their lunch time one day a “Camp Robber” 
(no more than a bird) swooped down upon 
the picnic table and helped himself to a 
hamburger, then made a quick return for 
a second helping. If ycu want more detail 
—stretched or otherwise, clean or unclean— 
suggest you get the shop boys started... . 
Ray Slote was mighty happy about his won- 
derful trip in that he and his family were ac- 
companied by his mother who was on her 
very first long trip out of the state. They 
went to Southern California by way of Estes 
Park, Utah and Los Vegas; and after spend- 
ing a week in Burbank with Ray’s brother, 


~<f 19 fe 


returned by way of Grand Canyon, New 
Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma. The high 
spots of his trip were many, among them a 
full day spent in the Redwoods; then the 
sights in Hollywood when they were unex- 
pectedly caught in the evening crowd headed 
for the premier of “The Robe.” .. . John 
Litzenberg and Jess Ellis spent vacations 
at home. Jess had made other plans, but 
due to unkept promises by the furnace man 
he stayed home the entire three weeks wait- 
ing for the installation job to be completed; 
then came back to work before the job was 
done. George Fleck visited relatives in 
Kansas. Howard Sieler, who lives very near 
the U of N campus, says he just stayed home 
and watched the sorority gals put on their 
rush week. Lester Ellis believes there is 
good business around Scottsbluff where he 
spent his vacation, because of the number 
of really big, new cars in that vicinity. Walt 
Knudson spent some quiet time at home, 
then arrived at his daughter’s farm home 
for a visit just in time to help fill the silo. 
Bill Rosenthal took in the Brookfield Zoo 
in the Windy City, then attended the Ne- 
braska-Illinois football game. Milt Royce 
has finally quieted the rumors and ad- 
mitted to a honeymoon vacation trip to 
South Dakota; and moving into a new home 
upon his return to town... . Summertime 
construction workers Bob Brittin and Frank 
P. Condos are back with us as part time 
warehousemen while continuing their studies 
at the University. Our folks on the 
sick list are progressing satisfactorily. Bull 
Birdsley is recuperating from injuries re- 
ceived in an automobile accident near 
Auburn. He is in the Auburn hospital. Frank 
Blockwitz and Ralph Culver are both on 
the mend at their homes. Ralph has just 
recently been permitted to receive visitors 
after several weeks of strict and quiet hos- 
pital care. 


CAREFUL - WE 
STILL HAVE 
TO PUT HIM 
IN THE BOX 


GEORGE FLECK REPORTS THAT THE MEN OF THE GENERAL SHOP HAVE H NEW 
PROJECT OF CATCHING FLIES Jo FEED MERLE SCHNEIDERS PET TURTLE. 
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WHILE MAGDELEN HESER , LINCOLN SERVICE, WAS HURRYING HOME WITH HER 

HANDS FULL OF FRESHLY CLEANED GARMENTS, SHE STUIMBLED AND PITCHED FORWARD, 

HEADED FOR A NASTY FALL . MAGDALEN HAD BUT ONE REACTION—To SAVE HER. 

PRECIOUS CLEANING. SHE HELD IT SAFE AND HIGH AS THE SIDEWALK CAME UP 
TO MEET HER, WHICH EXPLAINS THE WONDERFUL SHINER SHE WORE FOR, 
THE NEXT WEEK , 


BOB ROSS WENT OVER 
To DEWEY NELSENS HOUSE 
O BORROW FA SMALL 
SCREW DRIVER . WHILE 
HE WAS THERE , NELSEN 
HAD HIM HELP CARRY FIVE. 
LARGE CABINETS UP FROM 
THE BASEMENT. . ROSS 
BOUGHT HIMSELF # SCREW 
| DRIVER THE NEXT DAY, 


‘LL LET YOU 
BORROW THE 


MELVIN SORENSON, WAHOO PLANT, THINKS IT SHOULD 
BE ILLEGAL TO BE A CHILD, MEL PARIXED HIS SHINY NEW 
CAR IN FRONT OF THE WAHOO OFFICE THE OTHER DAY 


1M) AND SOME NEIGHBORHOOD YOUNGSTERS DECIDED THEY 
df COULD IMPROVE ITS APPEARANCE . THEY MUST HAVE WORKED SEVERAL HOURS 
CY ON THE PROJECT, FOR WHEN MEL RETURNED THE WHOLE FRONT PART OF HIS 
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- G ©, CAR HAD BEEN ARTISTICALLY DECORATED WITH MUD / 


THIS GUY 15 A HABITUAL 
OFFENDER - I'LL THROW 
Af THE BOOK AT HIM 
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JUDGE , ITS THE 
FUNNIEST THING, 
BUT | JUST GOT : , 
ANOTHER ONE OF 4 nA oe shit. sfiek ee Rh «fee 

THOSE TICKETS. 4 -# : PO Oo ot Me ES ‘ | 
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DAN SMITH 15 STILL UNCONVINCED THAT IT WASNY A NIGHTMARE. ITSHOVLDNT 
HAPPEN To A CANINE, DAN PARKED IN FRONT OF THE BEATRICE BUILDING, 
INTENDING To BE BACK IN A JIFFY, BUT A LONG DISTANCE CALL DELAYED HIM AND 
ON HIS RETURN HE FOUND A PARKING TICKET ON THE WINDSHIELD, . .DAN DROVE 
RIGHT OVER 10 THE STATION HOUSE 0 SQUARE THE FINE. BUTAGHIN NEGLECTED 
To DEPOSIT # COIN IN THE METER, . WHEN HE EMERGED, SOMEWHAT POORER, 
HE WAS CONFRONTED BY A SECOND TICKET. . BELIEVE [IT ORNOT- WHILE ! | fea . le PVE Gries’ at Lane” : 
HE WAS EXPLAINING HIS WAY OUT OF THE NEW DIFFICULTY HE GOT 4 LAE Las G OY NR RR ee i ves ec noe. Mek oa Ge MO” NSS 
THIRD VIOLATION SUMMONS. ONLY THEN DID DAN LET GO OF THE OVERDUE YY Me § Zeit = PALES EM SN AWib ne a 2 Som ee ee A MEY 
NICKEL AND TRUDGE BACK TO THE POLICE. JUDGE. WHO, BY THAT TIME, Tee | yr. 3 . Meme FO OR Wap EAE ANON SWAG F AG. More Yee MR 
WHS BORDERING ON AN ATTACK OF HPOPLEKY. Vinten e A 


THE DOOR MUST BE Sst f 
Stick--OO0F!— J | — Ae°T” sGcERS, 
1 CAN'T OPEN IT ! Sy Sash 
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JOAN MOORBERG, PERSONNEL HND MARLENE KUHL, GENERAL COMMERCIAL, DIDN'T WA 
To GOTOTHE STYLE SHOW ANYWAY, BUT RUTH CLARK HAD GIVEN THEM TICKETS AND THEY 
FELT OBLIGATED. THEY ARRIVED AT THE PROPER PLACE AND HOUR-TO FIND THE STORE. 
DARK AND THE DOOR LOCKED — AND OF COURSE THE INEVITABLE COP ARRIVED AS THEY 


WERE TRYING TO FORCE THE DOOR. NEXT DAY THEY READ THE DATE ON THE 
TICKET AND FOUND THEY WERE A WEEK EARLY. 
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As is customary at this time of year, 
we are publishing the list of our fellow 
employees currently serving in the Armed 
Forces. Many of them are in isolated in- 
stallations where MAIL CALL is one of 
the few diversions. Letters from friends 
and relatives are an important step in 
building morale and keeping it high. Won't 
you please take a few moments to let 
them know they are not forgotten? If you 
haven't time to write a letter, send a post 
card. 


Here are some “do’s and dont’s 
gested by the Department of Defense. 

DO... write letters often ... fill them 
with personal news; good news whenever 
possible . write about what is going 
on in the home town or neighborhood, 
church, club or school... give him news 
about his old job, the company, its em- 
ployees .. . enclose clippings about peo- 
ple he knows, sports activities, etc. 


DON’T .. . don’t write to anyone you 
don’t know .. . don’t ask questions re- 
garding his unit, strength, location, mis- 
Sion, etc. . . . don’t tell your troubles; he 
undoubtedly has plenty of his own. 
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Weston D. Anderson, F.A. 
Brks. 513, Div. D.H. 

San Fran. Grp. Pac. Res. Fit. 
San Francisco Navy Yard 
San Francisco 24, Calif. 

Charles P. Arnold, ADAA, 3189887 
U.S. Naval Air Station 
Patuxent River, Md. 

Pvt. Philip M. Bailey US 55407589 
Co. C 68th Med. Tank Bn. 
6th Armored Div. 

Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 

Pvt. Bob L. Barnett US 55375445 
Co. D, 148 Inf. R.C.T. 37th Dvn. 
D.T.V. Camp Polk, La. 

Pvt. James H. Bauer 
7461 AU Signal 
Fort Clayton, Canal Zone 

Pyt. Robert D. Bechtolt 
U.S. 55 373 983 
Co. B 317th Sig. Const. Bn. 
A.P.O. 189 
Y Postmaster, New York, N.Y. 

Pvt. James F. Becker, US 55251333 
Hq & Hq Btry 91 AAAAW Bn. (M) 
APO 46, % P.M. 

New York, N. Y. 

A/B George L. Benner AF 17 377581 
Flight 365, Sqdn. 3723 B.M.T-:S. 
Lockland Air Force Base 


San Antonio, Texas 


USS Leyte, C.V.-32, Div. E 

FPO, New York, N. Y. 
Pvt. Roderick E. Blakeney 

US 55406 708 

Co. B 46th A.I.B. 

5th Armored Divisions 

Camp Chaffee, Arkansas 
Cpl. Richard O. Brunkow 

101 So. Prospect, Apt. 1 

Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Pfc. Robert G. Cardwell 

US-55250297 

Sig. Serv. Co. 2 K. Com. Z 

L.L. Sig. GR 8226 A.U. 

APO 973 % P.M. 


San Francisco, Calif. 


2nd Lt. Richard A. Childs 
(Address not Available) 
Rebert D. Clark (Address not available) 


A/2C Robert W. Clark, AF 17309191 
3317 Student Squadron 
Box 123 
Scott Air Force Base, Ill. 

Gary R. Ciifford, AA332-66-30 
O-A Division 
USS Philippine Sea 
CV A-47 
FPO, San Francisco, Calif. 

Pfc. Richard N. DeVries, 17327242 
Co. E, 110th Inf. Regt., 28 Div. 
APO 111, % P.M. 

New York, N. Y. 

Ivan E. Doran, A 1/C, AF17287005 
3752nd Maint. Sqdn. 
Mather AFB, Calif. 

R. M. Drake, AF17286814 
807 T.A.C. Con.- Sqd. 

Box 377, APO 61 
Y P.M., New York, N. Y. 

S/Sgt. Richard L. Eno, AF 17309369 
Hq. 6550th Inst. Gp. 

Patrick Air Force Base, Florida 

Pvt. Clifford T. Fredrickson, US 56103830 
Co. C, 23rd A.I.B. 
7th Armored Division 
Camp Roberts, Calif. 

A/1C James E. Geist A.F. 17286852 
Box 198, 6612th A.B. Sqdn. 
APO 23 
Y% Postmaster, New York, N. Y. 

Sgt. Loal Genrich 
Co. B, 832d, E.A.B. 

APO 731 
Seattle, Wash. 

Mrs. Donna R. Giese 
S.A. Brks. 55-4 SNAS 
Glenview, Ill. 

Dale W. Gray, S.N. 319-18-74 
Executive Office Bldg. #218 
Treasure Island 
San Francisco, Calif. 

C. W. Hayes 
U.S.S. T.E. Chandler, D.D. 717, 
c/o FPO San Francisco, Calif. 

Pvt. Lyle V. Higgins 
Hq. Btry. 593 
F.A.B.N. APO 46 
Y Postmaster, New York, N. Y. 

Pvt. Geraldine M. Hirsch, WA5808- 334 
Co. B, Basic Squadron 
BM 2004, A.S.W., W.A.C. T.C. 
Fort Lee, Virginia 

Pfc. Thora J. Irons 704671 
U.S.M.C., 3rd Battalion 
Parris Island, So. Car. 

Jack L. Jantze C.N. 4310915 
Public Works Division, oO #103 
% FPO, New York, 

Edward Jungek CECN 318- 2 53 
P.W.C. U.T, 

Box 61 Naval Bae Navy 926 
FPO, San Francisco, Calif. 

Ross W. Lane, Jr., 17301768 
6th Troop Carrier, Squad H 
Box 223 
APO 704, % Postmaster 
San Francisco, Calif. 

A/3C Kenneth E. Lanspa AF 27720884 
Box 24, 3411 Student Sqdn. 
Keesler AFB, Miss. 
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Pfc. Merle Lohmeier Be me U. = 35275930 
26th A.A.A. A.W. B.N. (S.P.) 
A.P.O. 24, % P.M. 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Corp. Ronald M. Martin 
323 East 3rd Ave. 

Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Set. Jay H. McDowell 
1066 Alta Vista Drive 
Vista, Calif. 

Pfc. Max L. Melvin, AF17309438 
314th Food Service Sqdn. 

Box 184, Stewart A.F.B. 
Smyrna, Tenn. 

Pvt. Wayne K. Menze 
(Address not Available) 

A/C William D. Minich, AF17328928 
6160 Comm. Sqd. Box 31 
APO 929, % Postmaster 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Capt. F. W. Morris 
400 So. 41st St. 

Lincoln, Nebr. 

A/2C Robert E. Nygard, 17355800 
5th Comm. Const. Sq., Box 95 
Tinker Air Force Base 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Cleon F, Ochsner, AF17349682 
1969 lari Sqdn. 

APO 196, % Postmaster 
New York, 'N. x; 

S/Sgt. Howard Robinette, A.F. 17302539 
1605 ABG, Hq & Hq Sq. 

APO 406, % P.M. 
New York, N. Y. 

Gilbert V. Royer, MMIADV 
USS Heyliger DE510 
Y% FPO, New York, N. Y. 

Norris Schmeltzer, R.M.S.N. 

USS P.C.E.C. 898 
% FPO, San Francisco, Calif. 

Ralph R. Schweitzer, M.C.B. #9 
% F.P.O., San Francisco, Calif. 

Pvt. Alexander H. B. Seamark 
US-55407345 
Co. C., 15th Med. Tank Bn. 
6th Armored Div. 

Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 

A/1C Arthur R. Sharp, AF17327235 
Hq. Sq. Serv. 3510 
Flying Training Group, Box 161 
Randolph Field, Texas 

Pfc. Gordon L. Sinner, 1317316 
Eng. Co., 2nd Bn., 9th Mar. 
3rd Mar. Div. F.M.F. 

Camp Pendleton, Calif. 
C. E. Smith, RMN 2 (SS) 
USS Sea Fox (SS402) 

Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 

A/3C Albert Spaulding 
3333 Tech. Tng. Sqdn., Box 808 
Scott Air Force Base, III. 

Pvt. Dee J. Sullivan 
U.S. 27-697-858 
Hq. & Hq. 3 Bn. 11 Cav. Regt. 
Camp Carson, Colo. 

Diane L. Uldrich, S.A. 319-23-92, USN 
Personnel Man School, Class ‘‘A”’ 
U. S. Naval Training Center 
Bainbridge, Md. 

Pvt. Wallace J. Weber, RA17349111 
Co. A., 70 Heavy Tk. Bn. 

APO 201, % Postmaster 


San Francisco, Calif. 


Mike and Sugar were happy to pose with the “Nice People’’ near the spot where his 
first little pet was killed. The telephone men, left to right are: J. G. Durr, Herman M. 
Studier, general foreman, John J. Richards, M. K. Welsh and Barney T. Hayes, construc- 
tion foreman. 


“When a Feller Needs a Friend’ 


‘| De following item appeared in “The 
Public Pulse” column of the Omaha 
World Herald, October 20. 


NICE PEOPLE 


Louisville, Nebraska: This week a 
crew of men working for the Lin- 
coln telephone company were cut- 
ting trees along a country road. A 
little boy and his dog were watch- 
ing and the truck accidentally ran 
over the puppy. No fault of the 
men. They stopped and told us how 
sorry they were. The next day the 
telephone truck drove into the yard 
and brought a cute cocker spaniel 
puppy to a very happy little boy. 
It’s nice to know there are such 
wonderful people. We don’t know 
the names of the men but we want 


to say thank you. 
— “Mike” and F. McClintock. 


Needless to say, the tribute was read 
with great interest by members of our 
company but it required an investiga- 
tion among construction department 
personnel to discover the men to whom 
the praise was directed. It was soon de- 
termined that the crew of Barney 


Hayes, running out of Nebraska City, 
was the one that held the interest of 
little Mike McClintock while the men 
were at work trimming trees in front 
of Mike’s farm home near Louisville. 

No one saw the pup as it ran under 
the wheels of the truck; and although 
there were several other dogs about the 
farm, this one was Mike’s very own 
and his favorite. 

Later in the day Herman Studier, 
general foreman, had driven by and 
Barney told him of the accident and of 
the heartbroken little boy. Studier 
came back to Lincoln to spend several 
hours that night scouring the town for 
a puppy that might be bought to re- 
place the one which was killed. His 
quest was successful. The next day a 
friendly little cocker was presented to 
Mike, who promptly named it “Sugar.” 

A few days afterwards, the News 
camera found Mike and Sugar, watch- 
ing their friends, the telephone men, 
stowing away their tools in the truck 
before departing from the neighbor- 
hood. This time Mike was taking no 
chances. He held Sugar fast in his 
arms until the truck had pulled away. 


Marvin Joosten Injured 
ARVIN E. JOOSTEN, combina- 


tionman, Lincoln Plant, suffered 
painful and serious accident October 27 
when his safety belt became unfastened 
as he was stringing a drop wire from 
the top of a pole. Marvin pitched 
backward from the pole step, striking 
heavily on the truck which was parked 


below. His injuries included a crushed 
vertebra which required special treat- 
ment for several days ie Se 2 could 
be put into a cast. Latest reports, at 
this writing, indicate satisfactory prog- 
ress toward complete recovery. Only 

few weeks ago Marvin sustained two 
broken ribs in a traffic accident when 
his truck was struck by another vehicle. 
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"We Knew Him When—" 


i IS pleasant to report on the accom- 
plishments of old grads of LT&T 
such as Dr. Chris P. Keim, once a mem- 
ber of the general shop, general traf- 
fic and engineering forces. Now at 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory as di- 
rector of the Stable Isotope Research 
and Production Division, Dr. Keim has 
rocketed to national prominence as a 
result of his experiments over the past 
eight years which have made available 
more than 300 individual isotopes col- 
lected from 45 or more elements. The 
calutron, of atomic-bomb fame, is em- 
ployed in the isotope enrichment 
process. The stable isotopes thus col- 
lected are used over a wide range of 
scientific investigation. 


The method and results of the proc- 
ess have been highly classified until 
recently. In September Dr. Keim ap- 
peared before the Conference of Nu- 
clear Engineering held at Berkeley, 
California, and gave a comprehensive 
report of the research activity in the 
field of stable isotopes dating from the 
first use of the calutron for this pur- 
pose in late 1945. 


Dr. Keim-——Chris, as old friends are 
entitled to call him—worked for the 
company from 1928 to 1931 while ob- 
taining a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Nebraska Wesleyan and his Mas- 
ters’ degree from University of Ne- 


braska. 


The Calutron, with which Dr. Keim com- 
Pletes the final step in isotope separation. 
This machine and its functions were once 
classified as one of America’s top secrets. 
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‘the camera visits 


Plattsmouth Area: 


Following the general contour of Cass County, 
this area encompasses the exchanges at Plattsmouth, 
Louisville, Murdock, Elmwood, Murray and Weeping 
Water. Only the latter exchange is still manually 
operated. Connecting companies are to be found at 
Eagle, Alvo and Avoca. Apologies to the Plattsmouth 


operators who are not included here. A picture was 
taken, but it didn’t “jell.” 


IN THE PICTURES 


I: ““Boss-man” Ed Ernst, area menacer, at his 
desk in the area headquarters at Plattsmcouth. 


2: Eunice Applegate, service assistant, at the 
Weeping Water board. 


3: Warren Eltiste and Lloyd Lane, combina- 
tionmen, who are assigned to the Weeping 
Water exchange. 


4: Thelma Triisch, cashier, and Grace Heigl, 
commercial clerk, at their stations in the 
Plattsmouth commercial office. 


5: Ready for business in the Weeping Water 
commercial office are Don Rutledge, manager, 
and Fern Davis, cashier. 


6: Hilda “’Tip’” Johanns, chief operator at 
Plattsmouth. 


7: The camera found Wire Chief Bob Humis- 
ton at the test panel at Plattsmouth. 


8: A mnoon-hour gathering of combination- 
men. Left to right: Marvin Koch, B. F. Ander- 
son, Darrell Mather and Claud Clary. 


9: The Weeping Water switchboard, with 
June Hermann, Nancy Behrns and Eleanore 
Lane, chief operator. 


10: Barney Hayes’ construction crew were 
working the lines at Plattsmouth. Left to 
right: B. T. Hayes, J. G. Durr, M. K. Welsh 
and John J. Richards. 


11: On a splicing assignment at Plattsmouth 
was the cable team of Wm. Wlaschin, helper, 
and J. D. Witmer, splicer. 
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Two Early-Day Telephone Men Called by Death 


LMOST without warning of its ap- 
proach, death struck twice within 
a week among the ranks of retired 
employees. Claude L. Walker, age 76, 
passed away Monday, October 12; 
Clayton H. Liebhart, age 70, on Satur- 
day, October 17. Both were pioneers 
in the truest sense and had devoted the 
greater portion of their adult years to 
the telephone industry. 

As a young man, Claude Walker 
had already taken a turn at railroad- 
ing and had learned the trade of elec- 
trician when he first entered the tele- 
phone business at Horton, Kansas, in 
the year 1899. Independent telephony 
was then a haphazard profession with 
few set methods or specifications, but 
Claude soon became a master at impro- 
vising circuits and equipment. He was 
an outstanding telephone man, almost 
from the start of his career. The year 
1902 found him at Hiawatha, Kansas, 
as exchange manager and in 1904 he 
joined the Home Telephone Company 
at Beatrice which became part of the 
LT&T family in 1909. 

He served as lineman, cable splicer, 
chief testman, wire chief and district 


Claude L. Walker 


Clayton H. Liebhart 


inspector while at Beatrice, and came 
to Lincoln as maintenance inspector in 
1926. Claude was district inspector 
when World War II broke out and the 
company found itself hard pressed to 
serve and maintain the huge telephone 
system required by the Nebraska Ord- 
nance Plant at Mead. He was assigned 
to the exchange as equipment foreman 
for the duration of the war. At the 
time of his retirement in April 1948 he 
had completed a schedule of special cut- 
over responsibilities. Mr. Walker held 
a charter membership certificate in the 
Frank H. Woods pioneer chapter. 

The career of Clayton H. Liebhart 


began with his employment by the Bell 
exchange at Lincoln in June 1904. The 
industry had not yet become special- 
ized and Clayton’s first title was “tele- 
phone man”; his duties were varie 
and limitless. For several years he 
worked as plant man at University 
Place and was listed as an installer at 
the time of the Bell-Automatic ex- 
change merger in 1913. As a member 
of LT@T, Mr. Liebhart rose steadily in 
the organization. In October 1916 he 
was promoted to city inspector and in 
March 1918 was named acting wire 
chief. Eight months later he received 
the appointment of local wire chief, a 
position he was destined to fill for the 
following 16 years. 

In January 1934 Mr. Liebhart became 
district plant manager, and as such de- 
voted the last 12 years of his active 


activities in the Central District, which 
includes Lincoln. His retirement from 
service dates from August 1, 1948. He 
was also a charter member of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter and a life member 
of the Casper E. Yost Chapter of tele- 
phone pioneer organizations. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


W. W. Eden Gay T. Henderson R. E. Wohlberg 
Engineer Engineer Engineer 
Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 

Commercial Plant 


Mary M. Pohlenz, clerk to stenographer, 
Lincoln. 

Ruth D. Younger, stenographer to service 
representative, Lincoln. 

Engineering 

W. W. Eden, engineering assistant to engi’ 
neer, Lincoln. 

Gay T. Henderson, engineering assistant to 
engineer, Lincoln. 

Vera J. Phihal, stenographer to secretary, 
Lincoln. 

R. E. Wohlberg, engineering assistant to 
engineer, Lincoln. 


D. H. Anderson, groundman to lineman, 
Lincoln construction. 


W. I. Duer, combinationman, Seward, to 
routineman, COE, central plant. 

C. G. Riedel, shopman to equipment repair- 
man, supply. 

J. A. Schellenberg, lineman, construction, to 
shopman, supply. 

John L. Summers, combinationman, York to 
Seward. 

Ruthann Snyder, operator, Fairbury to 
Lincoln. 
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A Champ in the Family 


Wah-Lee Satinus of Monaco, pride 
of the household of Bob Ross, Ac- 
counting, recently added to his laurels 
at the Siamese Specialty Show at 
Minneapolis, where, competing against 
250 other Siamese entries, he won 
three first prizes. The new honors fol- 
lowed his award as Best Seal Point 
Kitten at the Mo-Kan Kitten Match 
at Kansas City in October. 
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Cutover Time is Fast Approaching 
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Last of Mohegans, Chet Harp stands lonely vigil at remnant of the old test board. Most 
of the positions have been moved and installed at the new location at 15th and M, 


ITLER called it “Der Tag’—The 

Day—when his armored legions 
would break across the channel bar- 
rier and sweep England out of the war. 
Wherever he is, he is still waiting. 

Our engineers have planned better. 
“Our Day,” which once seemed so 
far away, is fast approaching. Before 
another issue of the News comes off 
the press several vast equipment cut- 
overs should be an accomplished fact. 
The company PABX, information and 
long distance switchboards are sched- 
uled to begin operation at Lincoln’s 
new equipment building before mid- 
December. | 

The concerted efforts of an army of 
cutover personnel have been directed 
toward two dates. The new information 
board is scheduled to be brought into 
service November 21 and the PABX 
on the night of November 27, at which 
time the company telephone number 
will change from 2-4000 to 5-4321. 

The timetable will then call for the 
cutover of the toll switchboard on 
Sunday, December 13, at 1:00 a. m. 
By that time the new toll test board 
will have already supplanted the old, 
it having been brought into service by 
progressive steps over a span of weeks. 

One of the pleasant orders of busi- 
ness to follow the cutovers will be a 
series of open house inspection dates, 
the first of which will be held for 
employees and their families. 

All these events, significant of our 


company’s progress, will be covered by 


camera and pen in future issues of the 


News. 


No manpower shortage at the new test 
board where installers, technicians and oper- 
ators have been working elbow to slbow 
bringing it into service while carrying on 


“business as usual.” Left to right: Perry 


Caldwell, Ronnie Hibbard, Ernest Barney, 
Harlan Gillespie, Ivan Paddack, Bill Wolfe, 
Otis Clark, Charles Peachman and Gerald 
Carter. 


| 

As a preliminary task to the PABX cut- 
over, Elmer Dougherty is shown changing 
manual PBX sets to dial type in the general 
office building. 
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Army Citation to LT&T 


T&T has been awarded a certificate 
of appreciation by the Headquar- 
ters, Fifth Army, in recognition of its 
“faithful and cooperative spirit in the 
release of employees for performance 
of military duty.” 


The citation goes on to say, “Many 
of our citizens . . . are members of the 
Army Reserve. They assume certain 
obligations to participate in summer 
field training and other tours of duty 
for active training, which require their 
absence from civilian occupations for 
brief periods. 


“It is gratifying to note that your 
firm is wholeheartedly supporting this 
reserve program of our Armed Forces, 
and authorizing military leaves of ab- 
sence for its employees so that they 
can participate in such training.” 


The company’s military leaves of ab- 
sence also extend to regular employees 
called to duty through the draft, en- 
listment, or activation of reserve units. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 


October: 


Primary Members: P. A. Wessel, Lincoln 
service, $188.00; Russel M. White, Lincoln 
service, $159.50; Claude Walker, Lincoln pen- 
sioner, $87.70; Arline Wright, Hastings traffic; 
$22.00; Hilda Johanns, Plattsmouth traffic, 
$108.00; Zelma Mason, Hastings traffic, $20.74; 
John Dittenber, Lincoln supply, $98.50; R. S. 
Culver, Lincoln supply, $293.00; Anna Larson, 
Hastings traffic, $15.00; H. W. Cane, Lincoln 
engineering, $15.00; Frank Bliockwitz, Lincoln 
supply, $229.00; Ernest Gifford, Lincoln con- 
struction, $73.45; Clyde Pierce, Lincoln pen- 
sioner, $15.00. 


Dependents: Mrs. L. E. Vosika, Wilber, 
$199.50; Daniel Dittenber, Lincoln, $151.77; 
Mrs. J. A. Schellenberg, Lincoln, $6.00; Mrs. 
W. F Hendrix, Lincoln, $11.25; Mrs. E. D. 
Pratt, Lincoln, $7.50; Kathy Spencer, Lincoln, 
$131.10; Mrs. Ralph Connors, Lincoln, $142.50; 
Karen Mahloch, Beatrice, $30.75; Barbara 
HromadkKa, Hastings, $.75. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Mae Bell, mother of Veltha Pogge- 
meyer, Nebraska City Traffic, passed away 
October 15. 

George F. Short, father of Thelma Bitting 
and Sophia Forke, Wymore Traffic, passed 
away October 17. Funeral services were held 
at Wymore. 

George L. Spohn, father of Dick Spohn, 
Accounting, died October 20. Burial was at 
Weeping Water. 
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SUPERVISORS GO 


A second study group in Human Relations in Management 
has been formed and is presently half way through the eight- 
weeks’ course of all-day weekly discussions. The program has 
been temporarily suspended, however, until after the cutovers and 
the Christmas season. 

Vice-President M. M. Hale is shown addressing the new class 
at its initial gathering. Members, clockwise about the table are: 
R. H. Spohn, M. C. Walker, Eleanor Wunch, A. W. Holcomb, Mary 
Bornemeier, Kent Eno, Walter F. Roberts, Mr. Hale, Irene Combs, 
H. W. Spahnle, Clara Jones, George Keith, Merlie Markuson and 
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who have recently joined L T & T. Let’s help them get 
acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Date 
Name Position Exchange Employed 
Accounting 
Marilyn L. Fahleson.......... Machine Operator........ LAINGOIN oo eic: Sept. 21 
Rosilyn M, Fahleson.......... Machine Operator... ....Lincoln..................... Sept. 21 
Velma B. Holstine.............. Machine Operator........ \ OF 89 (10 1b 5 eno en Sept. 15 
Commercial 
Gretchen A. Davison........ = | cae ERIeE Beet 5 | 8] | 3 Seen eae Sept. 28 
Robert D. Higgs.................. Coin Collector 
(Part Time)................. LE bel el s || 5 eae Sept. 28 
Richard D. Schultz............Coin Collector 
(Part Time)........00....... Lincoln .................... Sept. 26 
Dorothy Williams................ Stenographev................. PATICOII SS Soscs scactanies Sept. 23 
Plant 
Vera M. Flowers.................. | | EEE ativnands Lincoln............. Seb. Lo 
Bernard V. Hawkins........Groundman........ ceuienceshete Beatrice................... Sept. 28 
John C. Jensen...................- Groundman........ ..... syceve eA IOONT occ ccicrsnesene tell 8 
Robert A. Kernes................ Janitor.......  sssaiewucaoeunaetnce LINGO 5. ion cotecnn Ot, 98 
Phyllis A. Kittle... o) las | 2) | ee eR Rr ee Lincoln....................Sept. 29 


| 
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BACK TO SCHOOL 
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George Ramsey. 
personnel director. 

The Human Relations in Management course was originated 
by the Bell System for the training of supervisory and manage- 
ment personnel. The first series of LT&T classes was conducted 
last spring. The student body was composed of 11 employees from 
various departments. The Friday study periods consist mainly of 
a series of guided discussions in the principles of human relations 
and their application to the daily duties and experiences of the 
supervisor. 


The classes are conducted by Mr. Roberts, 


Dorothy J. Kramev............ di ip 2) (=) Soe ene ee Lincoln.....00......0200.2.. Sept. 
be Ba o ie rea 6 0 er ear Groundman.................... SOO sss lenteetecce Sept. 
Jack L. Richardson............ Groundman.................... TPO Ec icvesrrcene sonst Oct. 
Donald S. Rodell................ Splicer’s Helper............. Sie (ao ks nn ...5ept. 
Warren D. Weberv............... Groundman.........00......... BPA by (ola be eee Oct. 
Traffic 
Marilyn J. Baeht................ CPSC ALOR sacs sacs: Beatrice........... .... sept. 
JoAnn E. Bangert............... COD OP COT io wisn deacwescecesseseed AS UII Sscsinjadeavawieccces Oct. 
Marion L. Bangert.............. CQNCT ATOR occincciccsacsasddvens PLEASING S 2 acsevssacsces Oct. 
Marcella M. Bauld............ Operator............. nea OE icstaiceeenetuase Oct. 
Nellie M. Bowen................. (JPOTALOT sci kees 1 bat sie) 0s eee neeee eee Sept. 
Donna M. Charlton............ OD ELALOE ssc saeco inne DOT deve alecs Sept. 
SUGIEN Mix CUPS. ccs Operator (Part Time). Lincoln...............0..... Sept. 
Dorothy J. Davis................ Ef el cy yc 8 <a) omen ne a aR Nebraska CitVy........ Oct. 
Bertha Duba......... Sillcbacenitcssiel CGT BVOR ies cece cose Os || <r Sept. 
Emanuella A. Dubas.........: COTIET QUGP oss vccdss crates. iE het clo) | | nea Sept. 
Delores J. Dougherty.......Operator...... OO oo: Ak by |< : ene, 154 oh 
Donna L. Ehmen................ EDI OE ae cussnts chazadsaeeion SORT ICE cain xecan, Oct. 
Neva J. Evans...................... Operator....... eM MOSCINE Gs hse) acc MIG 
Jean M. Gammel................ Operator........... eran Ps by es) 5s eee ..... sept. 
Judith A, Halbert.............. Operator......... Suc RCOlN. Siccctien sss Oct, 
Kittie M. Johnson.......... ....Operator..... OP SIVAN veoikcesceicondicns Sept. 
Evalin M. Kleinjan............ Operator... Kee POF Riscccss hadnt Oct. 
Margaret L. Kohn..............Operator..... 6522 2bd Sains VV GLE LO sansucos wesseeee DED. 
Alma M. Norman...............Operator...... ipasenees Beatrice.................... Sept. 
Martha L. Packett.............. Operator....... eee renee LAVCOW so icsc ei 
Jean A. Pearson.................. A PISOT BU oy psc cecsnetcecenass sre POO MINS ate usl aie ROE 
BUCH FE. HODINSOR 65. cosesecssens Operator (Part Time). Lincoln............... gk RX, 
Marilou Rogers.................... Operator (Part Time). Lincoln... Sept. 
Shirley J. Salinger............. Operator....... Se caaesdeanetaac: Crete... Sept. 
Barbra A. Schaeffer.......... Operator...........................-Wymore...... ese ICE. 
Susan R. Settles.......0000....... Operator.... < csiuhoaimane Beatrice. sept. 
Evangeline E.. Spichal.....Operator.........és0s.<.c..ccs...duINCOIM.... <.3..........0et. 
Marlene S. Thompson...... Operator... Re acer Wahoo........ ...9ept. 
Cathleen C. Weichman...Operator...... ol UPON co acs cic sept. 


Calendar Girl-Of-The-Year 
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Claudette Helm, part-time employee of the Lincoln busi- 
ness office, has been accorded one of the highest co-ed honors 
at the University of Nebraska and we are sure the decision 
of the judges will meet with general approval. In a tele- 
vision broadcast on October 11 Claudette was revealed as the 
University Calendar Girl for 1953-1954. She was completely 
flabbergasted, but to her host of campaigning friends the 


gocd news came as no surprise. 


Miss Helm was entered in the field of 49 contestants by 
members of her sorority, the Tri-Deltas. The coveted title 
was awarded after her participation in two elimination con- 
tests. The first reduced the field to 13 finalists. From these 
13, in the second test, Claudette was chosen Girl-of-theY ear, 
with the other 12 finalists representing the months of the 
year. A record sale should be in store for the calendar which 


is published by the U. of N. Builders organization. 


Claudette is a sophomore in the College of Arts ane 
Sciences, specializing in a pre-nursing course. She ts the 
daughter of Claude W. Helm, chief clerk in Central District 


Plant. 
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THE COVER STORY 


OUR seasoned hunters share our 

cover scene of Nebraska in Novem- 
ber. With guns alert are Ralph Con- 
nors, wire chief, and Ernest Wedg- 
wood, combinationman, both of Lincoln 
Plant; while the Wedgwood dogs, 
Tuck, of Labrador lineage and Rowdy, 
a springer spaniel, form the balance of 
the quartette. Between them all is a 
bond of mutual respect and understand- 
ing, for both men and dogs follow the 
code of the field and the rules of 
safety. 

This year, with its scarcity of birds, 
Tuck and Rowdy have proved their 
skill and worth several times. Most 
noteworthy example came a few days 
after the cover picture was taken. Mr. 
Wedgwood and his son, Boyd, were on 
a hunting excursion near Sutton. Each 
man had had but one shot that day, yet 
the bag was four pheasants; one credited 
to the guns of each of the men; one to 
Tuck, who pulled a cripple from some 
high weeds; and one to Rowdy, who 
dived into a clump of bushes to capture 
a healthy, kicking specimen. 


Joan Moorberg Becomes 


Associate Editor 
Ae in all good organizations, there 


j 
ye 


must be a certain amount of turn- 
over among the personnel of our mag- 
azine’s associate editors. The latest 
vacancy occurred in the Executive 
Offices-Personnel column when Grace 
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The rare 45-year emblem was presented October 20 to D. C. “‘Doc’’ Wilson by President 


Thomas C. Woods, while a goodly number of Doc’s old-time friends looked on. Doc was 
inherited from the Lincoln Bell organization in 1912. His innate knowledge of practical 
telephony carried him through a variety of responsible positions to his present post of 
western district wire chief. In the picture, left to right, are: M. M. Hale, Ivan Paddack, 
Roy Cleveland, C. C. Donley, George Keith, H. C. Smith, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Woods, Ed Cum- 
mings, C. F. Peachman, A. O. Andrews, C. B. Meshier, J. A. McKinzie and L. P. Young. 


as personnel secretary and it followed 
as a matter of course that she should 
be selected to report the doings of the 
second floor; excluding, of course, the 
domain of John Reed of General Plant. 
Thus Joan will make her first bow in 
literary circles, 


Miss Moorberg has been with LT&T 
since 1947. She worked in the Lincoln 
business office until 1949 when she 
went to the general commercial de- 
partment as secretary. She joined the 
personnel office in September. 


An Orchid In The Mail Box 


pee telephone force at Auburn, espe- 


cially the traffic employees, can 
hardly be blamed for preening them- 
selves a bit after receiving the follow- 
ing letter from Harry A. Andrews, of 
the Andrews Monument Works, with 
headquarters in that city. It was ad- 
dressed to the Auburn office and is 
quoted in full. 


“A job well done deserves a 
word of praise,” Mr. Andrews de- 
clared, “and I wish to express my 
appreciation for the splendid serv- 
ice given by you at all times. My 
work brings me into contact with 
various exchanges and nowhere do 
I find the service as efficient and 
courteous as I do here in Auburn.” 
If you are listening, we thank you, 

Harry Andrews. It adds much to the 
pleasure of furnishing good telephone 


Pioneer Activities 

HE Pioneer band wagon has been 

gathering speed during the past 
few weeks, beginning with the an- 
nouncement of committee personnel by 
President Max C. Walker and followed 
immediately with a proclamation from 
the social committee of ten big gather- 
ings planned for the current season. 

The appointments for committee 
chairmanship are as follows: Member- 
ship—Rollie Winders; Fellowship— 
Myrtle Henline; Historical—Kathryn 
Portsche and R. R. Rauch; Hobby— 
Marie Vidlock and L. G. Saunders; 
Social—R. §. Baldwin and W. W. 


Eden; Women’s Social—Clara Jones 


and Myra Metcalf; Publicity—A. B. . 


Gorman; Resolutions—G. P. Barney; 
Ways and Means—M. W. Franklin. 

The social events on the agenda in- 
clude gatherings at Seward, Sutton, 
Beatrice, Nebraska City, Wahoo and 
Union, while Lincoln will be host city 
to two ladies’ parties,a mid-winter gen- 
eral get-together and the annual ban- 
quet which has been scheduled for 
May 15. The social calendar opened 
November 7 with a stag hunting party 
at Seward. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Fitzpatrick are the 
proud parents of a new boy, Eddie Joe, 
born October 15. John is employed in the 
plant department at York. 

A new arrival at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 


eae 

pessooees “ ee 
Aninnnernoconnetinttntshtstttiecine 

~ te enn nnn nennen 


IN THE PICTURES 


In this area are the exchanges of 
Fairbury, Daykin, Tobias, Western, 
Swanton, Jansen and Steele City; the 
last four of which have been converted 
to dial operation. Connecting com- 
panies serve the towns of Diller, Har- 
bine, Shea, Reynolds and Thompson. 


1: T. E. Longdon, area manager, extolls the 
virtues of Jefferson County to the Squire of 
Wahoo, Walter F. Roberts, personnel director. 
2: Mainstay of the area plant activities is 
J. C. Gear, veteran wire chief. 

3: Mandane Reid, cashier, of the ‘front 
office.’’ 

4: Commercial clerks Velda Wagner and 
Arline Cline in the middle of a busy day. 

5: Sarah Mussman, retired, for many years 
C.O., and now collection agent at Western. 

6: Floyd Nave and Gerald Caley, Doctors of 
Trouble in the Fairbury exchange. 

7: Down the Fairbury board, left to right, 
are: Beverly Darling, Dorcas Slater, Joann 
Sabin, Mary Jackson, S.A., Virginia Robinson, 
Bernice Bauer, S.A., Annabelle Stocker, Char- 
lotte Jordan, Joyce Robinson, Evelyn Hughes. 
8: Beryl Leslie, S.A., and Helen DeBord, at 
the desks in Fairbury Traffic. 

9: Charles Kermoade, resident manager, 
tends the exchanges at Western, Tobias and 
Swanton. 

10: Delores Laun, on switchboard duty at 
Tobias. 

11: D. V. Gollehon and Jack Ruble, Fairbury 
combinationmen, drove into town for dinner. 
12: Ruth Bartels and Vera Nolte, C.O., sym- 
bols of good telephone service at Daykin. 
73: Viola Dunn, Fairbury C.O., acknowledges 
a gift bag of oats for her “Great Horse 
Silver.” 

14: In the Fairbury lounge, Barbara Lampe 
is writing a letter to her husband in Korea. 
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Service 


Deroy Helfer 
Nebraska City 
35 Years 


Margaret J. Bethscheider 
Hebron 
40 Years 


H. W. Tubbs 
Hastings 
10 Years 


Ann S. Stoll 
Plattsmouth 
10 Years 


Forty Years 

Margaret J. Bethscheider, Hebron. 

Thirty-Seven Years 
R. C. Boling, Lincoln. 

Thirty-Six Years 

H. O. Wentink, Hastings. 

Thirty-Five Years 
Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City. 

Thirty-Three Years 


Mary A. Bethscheider, Hebron: Erma L. 
Dixon, Geneva; T. E. Longdon, Fairbury; 
J. T. May, Lincoln. 

Thirty-Two Years 


H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha M. Merz, 


Seward. 
Twenty-Nine Years 


Eita Griffin, Geneva; W. A. Rosenthal, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 


J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 


Rosalie Carlson, Della M. Wilcox, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
Irene M. Combs, Lincoln. 

Twenty-Five Years 
A. B. Gorman, Lincoln. 

Twenty-Three Years 


Lavina I. McElroy, Wilber; Helen M. Ofe, 


Plattsmouth. 


irthdays 


Darlene B. Remmers 
Beatrice 
10 Years 


A. B. Gorman 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Twenty-Iwo Years 
Louise K. Schmidt, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
Miriam Carter, R. E. Hibbert, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
Marie K. Jackson, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 


Ethel A. Daharsh, Wahoo. 


Fourteen Years 
Dorothy M. Darnold, Lincoln; Mandane 
D. Reid, Fairbury. 
Thirteen Years 
G. H. Ramsey, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 
Clara E. Costello, Tecumseh: D. D. Smith, 
Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 


Iva F. Sole, Grafton; Mabel M. Volpp, 


Lincoln. 
Ten Years 


Darlene B. Remmers, Beatrice; Ann S. 


Stoll, Plattsmouth; H. W. Tubbs, Hastings. 


Nine Years 


J. P. Howland, Lincoln; Lucile M. Lane, 
Weeping Water. 


Seven Years 


A. L. Ackerman, Fairmont: Eunice M. 
Bailey, T. G. Goldenstein, N. E. Hammond, 
Lincoln; Dorothy L. Biggerstaff, Auburn: 
V. V. Clark, Wilber; Shirley J. Stoll, Wy- 
more; Gearldeen F. Williams, Superior. 


Six Years 
A. C. Andres, Stromsburg; W. I. Duer, 
Seward; R. H. Fischer, C. H. Mischnick, 
Joan P. Moorberg, Cecile I. Simons, Lincoln: 
R. A. Francis, Hebron: R. G. Rowlison, 
York; Betty A. Shepherd, Fairbury. 


Five Years 


L. D. Burch, Crete; Amel L. McVay, 
Auburn; J. L. Roth, J. L. Garrett, Hastings; 
L. H. Schmutte, Lincoln; G. C. Shipley, 


Seward. 
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A Narrow Escape 
ete E. HAYES, Construction, 


left his pencil at home one morning 
in mid-October. He didn’t discover its 
absence from his shirt pocket until well 
on his way to work. Having time to 
spare, Wes turned the car homeward 
to retrieve the pencil. He was within 
a half block of his destination when his 
car collided with the eastbound Mis- 
souri Pacific “Eaglet,” which was pull- 
ing out of Lincoln on the X Street line. 
Hayes was uninjured but the car, a 
late model Hudson, was badly damaged. 


Norma S. Nuss and Cleon F. Ochsner 
were married October 1 at Slough Bucks, 
England, where they are now living. Norma 
was formerly cashier at Sutton and Cleon 
is on military leave from Hastings Plant. 


The wedding of Pvt. Dee Sullivan and 
Roylynn Hart was an event of October 3 
at the home of Rev. H. W. Clark at Fairbury. 
Dee is on military leave from Fairbury Plant. 


Larry Connealy, Accounting, and Nancy 
Remington, Lincoln business office, were 
married at St. Mary’s Cathedral on Octo- 
ber 10. 


Yvonne Ockander, Wahoo Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Pvt. Albert Aulner at St. 
Wenceslaus Catholic Church in Wahoo on 
October 10. 


Mae Spilker, Beatrice Traffic, and Alfred 
J. Parde, Beatrice Plant, were united in mar- 
riage at the Lutheran Church near Plymouth 
en October 11. They honeymooned in 
Minnesota. 


The marriage of Mary Boyce, cashier at 
Hebron, to Robert D. Wright took place 
October 11 at the Methodist Church in 
Hebron. 


Alice Miller, York Traffic, and Arly 
Ernst were united in marriage at the First 
Lutheran Church in McCool Junction on 
October 11. 


Donelle Jones, Accounting, and Ronald 
Cotton, Central Plant, were married October 
16 at First Plymouth Congregational Church 
in Lincoln. 


Pat King, Lincoln Traffic, and Don King 
were married at Plattsmouth on October 17. 


Gloria Zier, Accounting, was married to 
Robert Bowers, former employee of the 
accounting department. The ceremony was 
solemnized in the chapel at St. Paul Meth- 
odist Church on October 24. 


Thelma Anderson, Lincoln business office, 
and Calvin Mahlman were united in mar’ 
riage on October 28 at Mankato, Kansas. 
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Betty Miles, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Irene Swan, chief operator, returned from 
two weeks’ vacation. She visited in Sioux 
City, Iowa, for a few days. Merna 
Stewart has had an addition to her family— 
none other than a little parakeet named 
Willie. Margaret Cornell and Phyllis 
Lukassen took in the Miami-Nebraska foot- 
ball game. Dee Moser and Donna 
Hotovy are fully recovered from injuries in 
an automobile accident a few weeks ago. 

. Evelyn Kucera is enjoying her vacation 
in Yuma, Colorado. ... Mr. and Mrs. Ken- 
neth Ferguson, Merna Stewart, and Bill 
Bates attended the rodeo in Omaha. 

Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Correspondent 

Ethyl Armstrong, cashier, left October 17 
for a vacation with her son, Max, and his 
family at Seattle, Washington. ... R. H. 
Kinnison and family, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Ivan Livingston spent a week of their va- 
cation hunting at Lexington, Nebraska. .. . 
Mary Bartyzelle said she spent a great deal 
of her vacation “in the dentist’s chair.” She 
did witness her first 3-D movie in Lincoln 
though. She reported it was very exciting. 

. Mary Lou Gude left for Texas, October 
25. She will visit her sister, Lois Hoback, a 
former operator. . A. M. Newens spent 
a week of his vacation at home “just loaf- 
ing.” . . . Mrs. Veltha Poggemeyer has 
been on leave of absence due to the illness 
and death of her mother, Mrs. Mae Bell. 

. Patricia Aufenkamp spent the week-end 
at the home of her parents near Julian. 
Mrs. Edna Komma informs us that she has 
a new addition to her family in the form 
of a parakeet they call Billy. Deroy 
Helfer, Plant, is ill with hepatitis. We hope 
he has a speedy recovery. Barney 
Hayes’ construction crew has been work- 
ing at Louisville for the past few weeks. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Vacations are almost over but a few 
are still enjoying theirs and still a few are 
yet to come. “Tip”? Johanns, chief opera- 
tor, is enjoying her vacation at home. R. C. 
Humiston and family spent a week end in 
Superior recently. While there, Bob did a 
little pheasant hunting. Darrell Mather, 
Plant, will be spending the next two weeks 
at home recovering from hepatitis. Fern 
Davis, Weeping Water, is back at work look- 
ing rested after a two weeks’ vacation. Fern 
said she really enjoyed watching the 
world series since her vacation came while 
it was in full swing. . Agatha Sullivan 


New PABX For Fi cacaaalae 


Fast growing Concordia Teachers 
College of Seward has received an as- 
sist from a new telephone system in 
handling the increasing administrative 
work of the college. The new installa- 
tion is the Type 50 PABX and has a 
capacity of 80 lines. The cutover was 
made October 13, with L. E. Schlueter, 
business manager at Concordia, placing 
the first call over the new equipment 
as it was brought into service at nine 
a.m. Principles of the installation and 
cutover are shown in the equipment 
room following the ccnversion. Left to 
right: Elmer Bean, installer-helper; R. 
H. Gray, area manager; M. L. Murphy, 
equipment installer; and Mr. Schlueter. 


and family have moved to their new home. 
She spent a week of her vacation getting 
settled. ... Mrs. Bernard Jackson of Rapid 
City, South Dakota, was a recent visitor 
in our office. Mrs. Jackson was a former 
employee in both the traffic and commercial 
departments. . . . Ben Anderson and Mar- 
vin Koch, plant department, are at home 
nursing a case of virus flu infection. Looks 
as if we’re in for a siege of that now. 
Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

We have a new face in our plant depart- 
ment, John Summers from York. He is 
looking for a house so he can move his 
family here. . . . Weiden Duer transferred 
to Lincoln. A farewell party in the form of 
wiener roast was held for him and _ his 
wife. They were presented with a set of 
“coffee” mugs. Lydia Kriegshauser 
spent her vacation in Oregon and Canada. 
By all reports she had a wonderful time. 

. Bernice Mueller spent a week-end in 
Chicago with her sister and family. While 
there, she was a sponsor at the baptism of 
her new niece. It seems as though 
Jerry Shipley just solved a mystery about 
how a dent got into his new Buick. His wife, 
Bess, wanted to improve her driving be- 
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fore she got her license, so every day she 
would bravely take the car out of the garage 
and take a spin wnile Jerry was at work. 
One day, though, the telephone pole next 
to the driveway must have moved, for Bess 
misjudged her distance and consequently the 
car got a dent! She confessed and Jerry said 
she could keep practicing but with greater 
consideration for telephone poles. 


Wahoo Area 
Leona Larsen, Correspondent 

Ethel Daharsh, chief operator, has taken 
a well-deserved vacation and spent her time 
just resting and really taking life easy... . 
Marlis Lusch is spending a few days in 
Colorado visiting a friend who was a for- 
mer telephone girl. ... Helma Kempf spent 
a week end in Harlan, Iowa, visiting a 
friend who recently came over from Ger- 
many. ... Marlis Lusch and Letty Whitte- 
more were bridesmaids at Yvonne Ockan- 
der’s wedding. Lura Blackman, chief 
operator, Ashland, spent her vacation in 
Oklahoma City visiting with Mr. and 
Mrs. Glenn Blackman. Mr. and Mrs. 
John Potter spent two weeks of their va- 
cation in the Black Hills. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Shirley Stock, Correspondent 


Doris Peterson enjoyed two weeks of 
vacation at home and plans to spend a 
week end in Holdrege visiting relatives. 
Roberta Rebuck and _ family recently 
visited relatives in Atlantic, lowa. 
Presently vacationing is Leta Holscher, ada 
we’re hoping she is having a “wonderful 
time.” .. . Marilyn Coad is also vacation- 
ing this month and is flying to Chicago 
for a week. ... Marcus Johnson and fam- 
ily spent a week end in Sidney, lowa.... 
Visiting Huldah Bippes and June Taylor 
is their brother from San Antonio, Texas. 

. Another recent visitor was Oakel But- 
ler’s nephew who is stationed on the 
U. S. S. Baltimore. . . . Our congratulations 
to Wanda Rickman, who is wearing a very 
pretty diamond on her left hand!... Rita 
Ballard selected her wedding gown last 
week in Omaha, and we understand the big 
event will be December 6. . Exploring 
the much talked about “Indian Cave” at 
Nemaha were Dorothy Biggerstaff and her 
family. The cave is said to have been one 
of the hiding places for Jesse James. 
Gladys Neugebauer’s daughter, Bonnie, is 
visiting here from Kansas City, Missouri. 
Lois Kuper, a former employee in the traf- 
fic department, helped us for a week as a 
part-time operator. 


Beatrice Area 
Marcella O’Bryan, Correspondent 


Irma Arnold spent a week of her vacation 
in Denver getting acquainted with her new 
grandson. The second week was spent at 
home, taking life easy. . . . Eleanor Bryant 
visited her sister in Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, recently. Others vacationing are 
Donna Dike, Maude Willey, Alys White, 
Mary Buss, Bessie Freeman and Verna 
Freeman. ... Due to sickness in the family, 
Evelyn Menke has taken a leave of ab- 
sence to go to Montana. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIlInay, Correspondent ] 
Another vacationer is Arlene Hunsche, 
who has just returned from an enjoyable 
week of visiting in Colorado. She also 
visited friends in Falls City recently. 


Fairbury Area 
Velda L. Wagner, Correspondent 
Visiting Helen DeBord is her son Bob, 
who is home on leave. He is en route from 
Washington, D. C. where he eraduated 
from optical school, and will be stationed 
at San Diego aboard the U.S.S. Sperry. 
_.. Mathilda Alpers vacationed and visited 
relatives in Ben Lomond, Arkansas, and 
Beggs, Oklahoma. Evelyn Hughes 
spent her vacation visiting her brother and 
family in Willard, New York. . . . Denver 
was the vacation spot for Vera Sweetser. 
... Irene Smalldon selected the Ozarks for 
her vacation. ... Deer hunting in Wyoming 
was Earl Schemmerhorn’s vacation for a 
week. The remainder of the time was 
spent at home. ... Jack Caley and wife 
chose California for their vacation. 
A week-end visitor in the western part of 
the state was D. V Gollehon. .. . One eve- 
ning RuthAnn Snyder showed some pic- 
tures taken by her brother while in Korea. 
A recent visitor was Irene James, a 
former operator who left here to go to Hus- 
ton, Texas, where her husband was sta- 
tioned wtih the Air Force. . A shower 
was given for RuthAnn Snyder, who was 
married recently. Those giving the shower 
were Evelyn Hughes, Norma McDaniels, 
Beverly Darling, and Dixie Melvin. 
It seems Helen DeBord likes to say “Good 
Morning” to all the postmen regardless of 
time of day. Don’t you Helen? 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 
Vacationers who took advantage of the 
nice fall weather were Dick McCall, who 
traveled through Georgia (no report from 
Dick about the peaches); and Carol Got- 
tula, who visited relatives in Enid, Okla- 
homa. Carol is sporting a_ beautiful 
sparkler on her third finger, left hand, so 
congratulations are in order. ... Mary Kalin 
and sister Barbara of Columbus drove 
through Colorado and found the mountains 
beautiful and the cities crowded, but got 
through unscathed. Irby Halverstadt 
used his vacation for building things at 
home, but had to do a little unbuilding, 
too, when something didn’t turn out right. 
_. . During their vacations Shirley Hagel- 
back attended the Rodeo at the Omaha Coli- 


Adorned with 44 pairs of slack blocks, this 
pole on Highway 77 had the appearance of a 
pre-season Christmas tree. Cutting in slack, 
top to bottom, are Leonard White, Leland 
Ward and Merle Chamberlain. 


seum, and Inez Meister visited her sister 
in Sabetha, Kansas. ... Henri Goracke, her 
sister Darlene, and Bonnie Bicknell spent 
a week end in Lincoln, taking in the latest 
movies and eating steaks at the Lone Oak. 
Henri drove downtown by herself and al- 
most got lost when she failed to remember 
the address of the place where they were 
staying. ... With the opening of the hunt- 
ing season the guys in the plant depart- 
ment are busy cleaning those shotguns in 


From Nine to Five 
By Jo Fischer 


*‘Ithasa beautiful ending. 
They get happily divorced and 
she gets custody of the Savings 


Bonds.”’ 
Copyright Chicago Sun-Times Syndicate 
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anticipation of those week ends spent 
tramping through the corn fields after the 
pheasants or sitting in the blinds waiting 
for the ducks. ... Harold Drake has started 
coon hunting again. . . . Clara Costello is 


‘ glad no one witnessed her embarrassment 


on arriving home from work at ten o’clock 
one night only to find she’d locked herself 
out of the house. She was forced to gain 
entrance by climbing through a window. 


AWestern District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 


Chief Operator Helen Adermann spent 
the last week of her vacation shopping, 
resting and loafing around. . . . When 
“Yours Truly” was on vacation for two 
weeks, Betty Hafner took over the duties of 
cashier. On October 19th a _ farewell 
party was held for Mrs. Hafner. who, with 
her husband and family, is moving back to 
Texas. Those attending were Messrs. Crew, 
Minich, Weis, Ackerman, Scheierman, and 
Misses Adermann, Hershey, Dixon and Gar- 
land. Everyone had a grand time and our 
thanks go to the wives for the delicious 
supper they prepared. Here’s hoping we 
can have more such get-togethers in the 
future. 

Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 

More vacationers are back at work. Betty 
Kluver had an enjoyable time in Great 
Falls, Montana. Velma Maggart stayed at 
home during her vacation, and Aletha Ben- 
nett spent her vacation redecorating her 
home and hunting pheasants. ... Jessie Van 
Trump spent several days visiting her 
niece and family in Houston, Texas. Her 
niece and baby son returned with her to 
visit her parents in Harvard and other 
relatives and friends. ... Velma Maggart 
attended the Y. W. C. A. convention in 
Kansas City, Missouri. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 


Viola Evans, who was cashier a few years 
ago, took over the cashier duties during 
vacation period. Norma Maschmann, 
traffic department, came in third on guess- 
ing the number of animals handled in 
1952 by the Hebron Livestock Commission 
Company. Norma guessed 127,000 and won 
herself $5.00. . . . Ruth Rittenhouse, Traf- 
fic, has been vacationing in Oakland, Cali- 
fornia. ... The foundation has been started 
on the four-stall garage and shop building 
at Hebron. It won’t be long now. 

Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 

Fred Adkins, former manager at Sutton, 

now retired, was a recent visitor in Osceola. 

Marvin Pilfold, Osceola combination- 
man, is now on vacation. He planned to 
help his brother pick corn the first week, 
and then go to Wyoming for his second 
week. ... The LT&T bowling team is do- 


ing right well, we understand. They beat 
the team that was at the top, so that gives 
them top honors now. Congratulations, fel- 
lows! . . . Directory time is here and we 
are deep in the muddle. But it won’t be 
long until it is over for another year... - 
Following the rain in this area, the thoughts 
and words of most of the men turned to 
ducks. However, our last report is that 
there still isn’t enough water in the rivers 
to attract any ducks. 
Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 
Vacations are still in the limelight. In the 
traffic department, Glenda Garton vaca- 
tioned at Beatrice and Kansas City; Donna 
Pittam spent her vacation with her sister 
at Lincoln; Mrs. Keenan spent her vaca- 
tion keeping busy in her new home. 
From the plant department, B. D. Kline is 
spending a week deer hunting on the west- 
ern slopes at Craig, Colorado; H. L. Whit- 
ney was lucky to secure a Nebraska deer 
hunting permit and will do his hunting in 
the western part of the state. ... From the 
commercial department, Ivalee Webber 
spent her vacation with her sister in Lin- 
coln, and Area Manager Kubat was in 
Portland, Oregon, for three weeks... . Inter- 
toll dialing classes for service assistants 
were conducted by Merlie Markuson. Every- 
one is looking forward to the day when 
inter-toll dialing will go into effect. 
Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 
Lloyd Jenkins of Lincoln conducted an 
interesting meeting on Safety-First Aid at 
the Sutton Auditorium October 14th. The 
meeting was sponsored by the Sutton 
Lions Club. . .. Iris Ramsey attended the 
Nebraska-Miami football game at Lincoln 
October 17th. Don Firme, plant de- 
partment, recently returned to work follow- 
ing his vacation. 
York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 
Congratulations to Alex Pauley of the 
York plant department, who this month 
celebrated his 25th anniversary with the 
company. ... This being the time of year 
for hunting season, conversation among the 
plant men sounds something like this: 
“What kind of shells did you buy?”; “Are 
you going out Saturday morning?”; “They 
got two geese down on my pond this morn- 
ing.” . . . LaRene Busler was hostess at 
a bridal shower honoring Betty Illingworth. 
... Wacationers for the month are Margaret 
Sunberg, Hazel Thomason, Dea Hayes, Ada 
Shipp, Agness Buller, Della Bredenkamp 


and Marguerite Ienn. 
a IN iLe 
eACECOUMITIIN 
Katherine Cole 
Associate Editor 


There has been a lot of excitement in the 
south office due to two weddings in one 
month. The girls in the office thought it 
was such an occasion to have one of the 


“Prettiest desk in the build- 
ing,”” was the verdict of Bride- 
groom Larry Connealy, right, 
Accounting, on his return to 
duty after taking the solemn 
step. 

The decorators in the back- 
ground are, standing: Lydia Hol- 
loway, Marie Vidlock, Alvina 
Miller, Jane Hintz, Wauneta 
Drake, Grace Hauschild, Mary 
Boshart and Jean Leatherman. 
Seated: Gloria Bowers, Kay 
Cole and Pat Deinert. 


fellows get married that they pooled their 
efforts. and decorated Larry Connealy’s 
desk with crepe paper, cartoons, and “love- 


ly gift wrapped” packages of many use- 


ful household necessities. . . . Grace Haus- 
child, Mary Boshart, Marie Vidlock, Irene 
Stolz and Katherine Cole served at Gloria 
Zier’s wedding, and Dewey Nelsen was 
assistant to the official photographer... . 
We hear that Printing Service has been run 
very efficiently by Ronnie Ahl and Jack 
Geist during Harold Brady’s absence. Har- 
old has been on vacation a week—hunting. 
. . Joyce Grabowski is wearing a very 
pretty diamond from Jim Fafeita. He has 
left for Japan after a 30-day leave. 
Pat Deinert is a recent pledge of Epsilon 
Sigma Alpha sorority. Irma Wallace 
was honored at a luncheon at Ned’s Res- 
taurant before leaving for the “deep 
south.” Irma has moved to Atlanta, Georgia, 
and is employed by the telephone company 
there. . . . We are tempted to wager that 
Blanche Buell is the only woman in the 
telephone company who shot two pheasants, 
but we will wait until Eunice Sintek re- 
turns from vacation as we know she re- 
cently purchased a new pair of hunting 


boots. . . . Eunice Bailey has been ill for 
several weeks and we hope she will be able 
to return to the office soon. . .. Lydia 


Holloway reports that she had a wonderful 
time in California. . We are proud of 
Dewey Nelson for winning an Oscar in the 
Community Chest campaign. 


WOW 4 
Met 


Word 


Ruth Younger 
Associate Editor 


Several people are still enjoying vaca- 
tions. Marge Whiting spent hers at home 
just resting and cleaning house. Bill Burt 
and his family traveled to Wisconsin. Dean 
Hamilton enjoyed his vacation at home. 
Verna Alexander is another who spent a 
vacation at home. Asa Waters and wife 
spent thier vacation in Madison, Wisconsin, 
visiting Mr. Waters’ family. No, not 
another vacation but an engagement. Lois 
Brauckmuller has a beautiful diamond. Sev- 
eral of the girls in the office have been 
married during the month and with Lois’ 
diamond the office is filled with glow- 
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ing faces. ... Thelma Anderson planned 
to go hunting on her vacation. Instead of 
hunting for pheasants she hunted for a 
husband. Cal and Thelma were quietly 
married, and we wish them the most hap- 
piness. ... Nancy Connealy is another new 
bride. She is having quite a time planning 
and preparing meals. She has been getting 
cooking tips from all the girls in the of- 
fice, but we wonder if Larry will survive. 
Nancy has quite a bit in common with your 
associate editor, who doesn’t know how to 
cook either, and Russ will have to be her 
guinea pig. The both of us are trying to 
talk the boys into doing the cooking but 
we haven’t had any luck!! Mac went back 
to school—he attended the Office Man- 
agement Seminar at the University of Ne- 
braska on October 30th. He said the Semi- 
nar was very informative but he wouldn’t 
care to go back to school as things have 
changed too much. 


tae GonwalDisthich 
» i 

Dorothy Miller, 

Associate Editor 


Vacations are still going strong ... Paul 
Eisenbarth took a couple of trips to Omaha. 
He also ventured as far as Belleville, Kan- 
sas. .. . Bob Green went fishing in North- 
ern Minnesota and had a swell time. He 
claims he also had a good catch. ... Jerry 
Miller and family traveled to Denver and 
then on to Abilene, Texas. The general idea 
was a vacation and they really had them- 


selves one. ... Ernie Wedgwood spent some 
time fishing and vacationing in Yellow- 
stone Park, seeing the sights. . . . Rex 


Winders toured the West. He visited Cas- 
per, Wyoming; Denver and Coal Creek 
Canyon in Colorado. Carl Mischnick 
spent his vacation fishing at Battle Lake, 
Minnesota, and brought back his share of 
the fish. ... John Shipp spent a week of 
his vacation visiting relatives at Alexandria, 
Omaha, and Beatrice and spent the final 
week fixing up his recreation room. He 
says he is going to have a “party.” ... Art 
Albers spent his vacation in Colorado, as 
usual. While there he was caught in a 
snow storm. He headed right back to good 
Old Nebraska where it waits to snow until 
at least November. ... Ole Nelson stayed 
around home and did just a little painting. 


Says he didn’t do much and really had him- 
self a swell vacation. . . Walt Stewart 
visited at Beatrice and Auburn and then 
traveled on to the Ozarks. Says he had a 
fine vacation. . Frank Kuchera visited 
a daughter at Cheyenne and a daughter and 
granddaughter in Minnesota. He also spent 
some of his time painting his house. 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Cleveland vacationed 3 
weeks in California visiting relatives in 
Oakland and Los Angeles. . . . Ernie John- 
son spent his vacation by taking a couple of 
trips to Omaha and one to Nebraska City. 
He also worked at home. . . . Harry Spur- 
lock took a trip to Missouri, and did work 
around his house. .. . While Lester Hutchi- 
son was on vacation he roofed his house, 
and spent one week in Illinois. . . . Joe 
Miller and wife celebrated one week end 
of his vacation at his cabin in Crete with 
the Cy Hutchisons, where they report a 
very nice time. The rest of his vacation 
was spent building a garage for his new 
car. . . . Art King and wife had a very 
nice vacation. They visited Art’s brother 
in Savannah, Georgia. Art had not seen 
his brother for thirty-six years. They also 
visited relatives in Fayettesville, North 
Carolina, and took a tour of Washington, 
D. C., seeing several places of interest, the 
Capitol, the Mint, and the White House, 
but did not see the President. . Howard 
Stroup and Clarence Lawson got caught up 
on their rest and even got a little of their 
autumn work done. . George Albury did 
some painting srodad home and enjoyed 
visiting with his brother and family from 
Florida. The Clem Bottorffs had a 
happy vacation, although it was probably 
a busy one, getting settled in the “brand 
new home.” Bill Templin and his 
uncle, who lives in Wahoo, took in a horse 
sale at Valentine, Nebraska. But other 
than that Bill just loafed around. ... Mike 
Guthrie got as far as Grand Island and 
Hastings. He stopped for a minute at the 
Hastings switchroom. The Kenneth 
Myhres visited Kenneth’s folks in South 
Dakota. They also got in a little hunting. 
. Ron Cotton and his new bride spent 
their vacations honeymooning. Other 


“Quit smoking—get rid of that old 
brown suit—stop seeing that awful Fred 
—ask for a raise.” 


vacationers of the month were Jess May, 
Orlin Watley, Henry Zimmerman, Verald 
Spears, Jim Baxter and Eldon Drewel. . . 
The Chris Lyberis’ took a three day trip to 
Valentine, Nebraska, and did some prairie 
chicken hunting. To top it all off they 
camped out, believe it or not, under a hay- 
stack. Along with the chigger and mosquito 
bites they brought back their limit of six 
prairie chickens. Several carloads of 
switchmen took advantage of the opening 
of pheasant season. As a matter of fact, 
most of them started out at 4:00 A. M. Sat- 
urday morning. Some report they had real 
good luck, while the others only had sore 
feet and empty hands. I think Dick Bauer 
topped it all off when he shot about four 
feet off the top of a pine tree that was near 
his target of flying pheasants. We can’t 
decide if he needs glasses or nerve pills. ... 
Velora Novotny thinks her parakeet must 
have some Canadian blood in him. The 
other night when she was defrosting her re- 
frigerator she heard him splashing and 
chirping to his heart’s content. She fol- 
lowed the sounds and lo and behold! there 

s “Mikie” taking a bath in the ice-cold 
water from the frost on the freezer. He 
suffered no ill effects, but Velora nearly 
had heart failure. ... There is an epidemic 
of car fever going around. Darrell Neemann 
has a 1953 green Ford. ... Norman Turner 
has a spankin’ new Mercury. . .. Bill 
Baker swapped off his old car for a newer 
one. ... Howard Smith is the proud owner 
of a brand new 1939 Chevy. ... Even 
Velora Novotny’s car is sporting a new 
paint job. . . . Al Dougherty’s car fever is 
a little different. All he got were some 
dents in his car. Alvin Reed and 
family are residents of Lincoln now, having 
moved here from Plattsmouth. Mr. Reed 
is a member of the toll equipment de- 
partment. 


directory sales 


Florence Loder, Associate Editor 


Our office force has been so busy this 
past month with the close of the new Lin- 
coln directory that our activities aside 
from that have been very limited—there 
was plenty of “midnight oil burned” but 
strictly in the line of duty. However, it 
was well spent, as the results will show— 
for, despite the removal of all cover spots, 
specialties, and limiting of display spaces 
to one-third page, we have shown a very 
nice increase in revenue. . .. Bob Regler, 
our artist (the one responsible for those 
caricatures in the October issue of the 
“NEWS”) took an enforced vacation. He 
checked in at Bryan Memorial Hospital 
on October 18th for an appendectomy, but 
we’re glad to report that he’s fine again and 
reported back to work on November 2nd. 

The Barkers (Jim, Ruth and little 
Jimmy) moved into their new home at 
5602 Baldwin about the middle of Sep- 
tember. We’ve heard rumors of a_ house- 
warming, but no invitations have been re- 
ceived as yet. Sterling Nelson, area 
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Art King, Lincoln Plant, was disappointed 
when the Dewey came in from sea. There 
was no dancin’ that night. The Dewey is one 
of the shrimp boat fleet from Thunderbolt, 
a fishing village on the outskirts of Savan- 
nah, Georgia. The picture was taken while 
Art was on vacation. 


manager at York (and brother of our own 
Dean Nelson) was in our office October 31. 
He was in Lincoln for the Kansas-Nebraska 
game. ... Last, but by no means least is 
the honor that has recently come to Herb 
Velte’s oldest son, Eddy, who was selected 
by the state music clinic committee to play 
first chair solo lead trombone in the or- 
chestra which will play at Fremont, No- 
vember 18th to 21st. Eddy was also listed 
on the Honor Roll at College View High 
School last semester, indicating an average 
grade of well above 90. 


“Ae , Sin imeeiria? 


B. A. Isaman 
Associate Editor 


Vacationers still take the spotlight. Harlan 
Cane spent his vacation touring the West 
Coast. We know the Canes really enjoyed 
this vacation because Harlan was gone for 
the full three weeks—the first time that 
has happened for many years. . . . Lloyd 
Lyne, being a firm believer in “See Ne- 
braska First,” really toured the prairie 
state. J. L. rebuilt his station wagon and 
made a regular covered wagon out of it. 
Then he proceeded to tour the western end 
of the state. He threw his maps away and 
made his own. If you want to know a short 
cut between any western towns, just con- 
sult J. L. ... Funny thing—here hunting 
season is a couple of weeks old and we 
have heard no one doing any bragging. 
Dick Wakeman made a hurried week-end 
trip to Wyoming where he got his deer. 
Guess after spending a couple of nights 
driving Dick was too weary to throw his 
weight around. At any rate the Wakemans 
are now enjoying venison at their house. 

.. A. O. Andrews was out on opening day 
with the boys at Hastings. Guess Andy got 
his pheasant O. K. but he’d much rather 
talk about his vacation during which he 
and Elsie toured the East and a part of 
Canada. Think they saw everything but 
Niagara Falls—no sentiment. The highlight 
of Andy’s trip was a boat ride during which 


he shipped his car and the whole works 
across a lake, thereby saving some 360 
miles of driving. Bob Kennedy and 
O. D. Spencer opened the pheasant season 
with a large bang. Kennedy’s bang came 
when he burst a nice fat blister on _ his 
heel. However, before he got back he man- 
aged to gather in a nice pheasant dinner. 
Spencer got his bang when he let off both 
barrels of his old trusty double barrel— 
result two pheasants. . .. Come to think of 
it, there is some bragging going on—brag- 
ging in reverse, that is. Don Swanson final- 
ly missed a shot, and that doesn’t happen 
too often. Don hunted around Edgar and 
from his reports they saw plenty of birds. 

. Gay Henderson and Ken Versaw are 
spending some time in Chicago. Bob Wohl- 
berg says he sneaked Ghormley’s black 
book out and gave it to the boys before 
they left, so no doubt they are having 
themselves a time. And with that dis- 
colored picture this report is brought to a 
close. 


4. Semerall jallarart 


J. S. Reed, 
Associate Editor 


Mina Jorgensen went to Denver with her 
husband on the occasion of her vacation, 
October 12 to 26. From there they took 
trips to visit scenic spots in Colorado. A 
card from Mina mentioned their hitting ice 
and snow on the way to Loveland Pass and 
having to turn back. In spite of the late 
season, they had fine weather and enjoyed 
the trip. . J. A. McKinzie entertained 
friends and business associates of David 
“Doc” Wilson of Hastings at a Cornhusker 
Hotel luncheon on October 20. The occa- 
sion was in honor of Doc’s 45th service 
anniversary with the company... . George 
Keith took several days’ vacation, begin- 
ning October 26, to take his wife to Red 
Cloud to visit friends and relatives and to 
do a bit of hunting and fishing on the side. 
Incidentally, George came back with his 
limit of pheasants plus a full catch of chan- 
nel cat, and, not content with his good for- 
tune, he wound up his vacation digging 
dahlia bulbs in his back yard! 


Francine Hillier, 
Associate Editor 


It’s a boy! If you happen to notice an 
extra large smile on the face of one Marcia 
“Granny” Watson, also an extra amount 
of Chit-Chat, it’s because she is a grandma 
for the third time. The proud parents are 
George and Sarah Watson... . Irene Combs 
reports that she took a little jaunt to St. 
Louis where she spent a portion of her 
vacation. Of course, Irene, there will be a 
nominal fee assessed by this department 
for the faithful attention given to your 
plant, “Greenelet.” . Rumor has it that 


Meet the Champ 


Byron Pattison, service foreman, Lincoln 
Plant, has discovered a place in the Missouri 
river near Peru where grandfather catfish 
have been holding conventions. He has made 
newspaper headlines with other catches from 
the same spot, but the climax came in Octo- 
ber when he pulled this giant ‘‘White Cat” 
from the Big Muddy. A full 30 inches from 
bow to stern, it tipped the scales at 1814 
pounds. 


Reah Churchill is homesick for the “non- 
sense” Mary Tice gives out every now 
and then. “Every now and then” is the 
understatement of the year. Wonder what 
sort of an atmosphere would be created if 
Mery suddenly lost track of her terrific 
vocal cords for about 30 minutes. Just 
jesting, Mary. We would all be lost without 
you! . . . Without any football pot win- 
ners to report on and very little heresay to 
speak of, I'll put a deadline on my “Live 
Wires” for this month. 


j 


Mary Ormand, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations are still in progress. Buelah 
Sileven went to Kentucky and Illinois; Lil- 
lian Hubbard, Texas; Shirley Gillespie, 
Manhattan, Kansas; Bernice Bishop, Fair- 
bury; Ruth Fleischmann, Harvard; Mil- 
dred Kelly, Omaha; Marie Portsche, Ella 
Hansen, Helen Heiser, Mae Belle Clare and 
Winona Kerwan stayed at home... . Every- 
one is eagerly awaiting the “Cut-Over” and 
going back to “school” again to learn the 
new method of operating. .. . Jackie Crook, 
Vera Burk and Donna Donavan went to 
Columbia, Missouri for the game, and were 
so taken with Kansas City on the way 
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back that they missed their train, much to 
the disappointment of a number of boys of 
the University band who were traveling 
on the same train. Donna Kalina 
spent the week-end at her home in Paw- 
nee City. . . . Gloria Eccles visited in Gar- 
ner, Iowa, and went hunting. She shot a 
squirrel. Incidentally, speaking of 
squirrels reminds us of the squirrel that 
came down your associate editor’s chimney. 
He led us a merry chase, scampering up 
the drapes, screen door, etc. before he ran 
cut the door! ... Hazel Nichols is recover- 
ing at her home after minor surgery. . 
When Kenny Perry opens her door each 
morning she is greeted by the sight of 
several dead mice on her doorstep de- 
posited there by her cat, Tommy. She is 
trying to break him of this habit. .. . Kath- 
leen Carey broke her arm by falling on her 
kitchen floor. . Miss Pat King is now 
Mrs. Pat King. Seems as though she likes 
the name King... Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Behm 
attended the U.S.I.T.A. convention in Chi- 
cago ... Arlene Fitzpatrick likes to do 
things on her knees, such as falling up- 
stairs at her house one day and later fall- 
ing to her knees on the sidewalk! 

It seems as though Elaine Hall can’t always 
remember which building she is in. The 
other day coming down in the elevator 
in the new building, she said, in a sur- 
prised voice to Mabel Volpp, who had 
pushed the button to go down from the 
third floor to the first, “Why, we are going 
down!” The new building has only three 
floors, Elaine—remember? 


Florence Tatman 
Associate Editor 


At-home vacations have been the vogue 
these past weeks. John Dittenber kept 
busy with the usual fall chores and the 
installation of a TV antenna. We heard 
that Ernie Royce spent most of his off- 
duty hours in his painting clothes. Al Lin- 
den says he was just plain lazy and did as 
little as possible. Ray Sherman was a 
home-goer too. . . Expected hunting stories 
are rather few and far between. Ivan Olson, 
as usual, combined hunting with some home 
chores for his fall vacation. Week-end 
hunters were Harold’ Ehrlich, Merle 
Schneider and Clyde Whittington—all with 
some success. ... We’re glad to have Jim 
Schellenberg back at a Shop bench follow- 
ing his transfer from the construction de- 
partment. ... Bob Brittin, part-time ware- 
houseman, who is a senior in the engi- 
neering college at the University of Ne- 
braska, recently went on a field trip to 
Chicago with other classmates. Of special 
interest to Bob was their tour through the 
factory of the Automatic Electric Com- 
pany. ... Dick Grant is the happy owner of 
a brand new home, and is now receiving 
his mail at 5425 Sumner. 
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Irene Mailand and Phyllis Bartels, 
Seward, share an apartment. They 
work different tricks. When Phyllis 
came home one day she found a pan on 
the stove, containing what looked 
like banana pudding. Phyllis warmed 
it up and sampled a generous’ spoon- 


ful, finding - too late - that the 
frugal Irene had been dissolving 
left-over pieces of soap to use in 


the week's washing. 


THANKS HELEN 


EGAD! IM GETING ¥ 
ANOTHER 
TICKET 


Dan Smith, Beatrice, who recently 
set a record by receiving three 
parking tickets within an hour in 
his home town, dropped in for a 
moment, while in Lincoln, to chat 
with Chas. Meshier. Greetings were 
hardly over with when Dan glanced 
out the window to gaze with horror 
at a traffic cop putting a ticket on 
his car - which was parked, as usual, 
at a coin-hungry meter. 


switchman,- stumbled onto a 
veritable hunter's paradise, a 
small lake with five fat ducks 
waiting for the frying pan. 
Howard took a_ hasty 


Howard Smith, Lincoln chief 


give them a sporting chance... 
then his gun jammed, and he was 
forced to watch his Sunday din- 
ner take off in leisurely flight 
over the far horizon. 
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treated his 
"smokes" 
honeymoon, 


Charles Connors, Engineering, tried 
secret the cause 
but the 
Charlie 
had been giving his son Mike a 
safety demonstration in the use of 


very hard to keep 
of his badly gashed thumb, 
truth finally leaked out. 


a scout knife. 


HELP YOURSELF PAL- ROLL A 
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If Jack Benny needs pointers 

economy he might get some 

Milt Royce of General Shop, 

associates 

on returning from his 
He passed cigarette 

papers and a sack of Bull Durham. 


CANT YOU UNDERSTAND- 
| DON'T WANT TO 
TALK ABOUT IT ' 
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in 
hs Velma Garlock, York, has been troubled by 
Rem a neighborhood dog that barks am yips all 


night. Someone told Velma that the dog 
could be cured of his barking by shooting 
him with a water pistol while scolding him 
severely. It sounded logical to Velma, who 
rushed out to buy the most vicious looking 
water pistol in town. 


SOMETHING 
MUST BE WRONG 
WITH THE CORD. 

| CAN'T HEAR 

A THING 


Helen Heiser, Lincoln 
Traffic, came to the 
board without a head- 
set and was unaware 
of the fact for ten 
minutes, when she 
tried to answer a TX 
signal. 


THANKS MARY 


After Mary Arthur, 
Lincoln Traffic, had 
quoted a call-charge 
several times to a 
subscriber, the lat- 
ter said, "Pardon me, 
operator, for being 
so stupid." And Mary, 
who needs no point- 
ers in courtesy, re- 
plied, "That's all 
right, Ma'am." 


THATS PERFECTLY 
ALL RIGHT 


ONCE MORE. 


1M GLAD YOU LIKE 
THE BELT. | GOT 
IT To MATCH 
MY SHOES 


WHATS THE. 
MATTER , 15 
SOMETHING 
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Clara Jones and Grace Hauschild, accounting, 
off before dawn to get a good start 
cation trip. 


took 
on their va- 
They ate breakfast in Columbus, where 


Clara noticed, for the first time, that Grace was 
wearing a new outfit. Grace explained she had 
bought it because the belt matched her shoes. 


Glancing down she found, to her horror, that she 
had put on her old garden shoes in the darkness. A 
double-priced special shoe shine rejuvenated them 
enough to allow her to continue the journey. 


At left: Forming part of 
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The disbursement 
accounting section 
is put under a bat- 
tery of lights in 
preparation for a 
departmental por- 
trait. Accounting 
members shown are 
Bruce Sievers, 
Richard Spohn and 
Lydia Holloway. 
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| Ruth Diekmann, Beatricg 
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Gerald Miller, Lincoln Shooting the local test board, 
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: Chenoweth, producer 
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“Milestones of Service’ 


LIST’; Fiftieth Anniversary Motion Picture Will Portray 
Company's Development from Birth to Present Day 


CTION! CAMERA! In one of the most unusual 


: deviations from the established routine of the tele- 
phone business, our Fiftieth Anniversary film is nearing 
completion. Scenes for the motion picture have been 
photographed throughout most of the year, and over 
the length and breadth of the territory. | 

Fitted into its approximately 30-minute duration on 
the screen are glimpses and highlights of events, selected 
from the span of half 4 century, to portray the history, 
development and ideals of our company. 

A story packed with human interest forms the back- 
ground of the film. It Opens with a present-day scene 


which introduces a venerable member of the industry 
who has just received his 


5O-year service emblem 
and entered the rolls of 
retired employees. It is 4 
time for reminiscence and 
the scene fades, with the 
old man’s thoughts, into 
the days of long ago. His 
voice forms the narration 
of the picture as it un- 
folds the wonders that 
have come to pass in the 
industry within his span 
of service. The rapid 
progress of telephony 
within the last few years 
has been covered at con- 
siderable length and 
detail. 


pany of Omaha; with A. B. Gorman, advertising man- 
ager, doubling as script writer and director. Mr. Gorman 
has been assisted by a departmental production committee 
composed of G. P. Barney, B. J. Sievers, L. W. Cleveland, 
J. H. Hartley and W. W. Kden. | | 

The final scenes of the picture are being taken this 
month and it is expected that it will be ready for its 
remiere in early January. | 

H. F. Chenoweth, with his camera, has visited many 
points of the territory; covered outbreaks of Neda 
including the Hebron tornado; and taken scam 
shots of the activities of the several departments. a e 
exact and painstaking science of color picture production 
is complicated even more, 
in our case, by the split 
second relationship be 
tween the voice of the 
narrator and the accom: 
panying scene. Our own 
employees have been used 
whenever possible to de- 
pict historical milestones 
of the company. This has 
required the authentic 
use of costumes, hair 
styling and properties for 
the different periods in- 
volved. Several strange 
and perplexing problems 
reared their heads when 
this part of the film was 
being taken. We were 


L 
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was an invaluable aid in filming this 
chapter of the story. 

The march of events leads naturally 
through the course of telephonic devel- 
opment to the modern equipment and 
methods which are exemplified in Lin- 
coln’s new 15th and M Streets building. 
Most spectacular of the views taken 
here will show the new switchboard 
with every position filled, and service 
assistants and supervisory forces at their 
desks and stations. The picture was 
taken weeks before the cutover and the 
Lincoln traffic department somehow 
found enough operators to “man” the 
new switchboard while carrying on 
business as usual at the older board. 

The motion picture will play a lead- 
ing role, during 1954, in the observance 
of LT&T’s fiftieth anniversary. At 
least two prints will be finished and 
made available for showings throughout 
the territory to employee groups, 
schools, civic clubs and other assemblies. 

Since a hundred or more employees 
will appear as the movie actors of the 
anniversary film, its release is awaited 
with more than a little anticipation. 


A busy corner of 
the revenue ac- 
counting section is 
about to be record- 
ed on film. This 
over -crowded sec- 
tion will soon take 
over quarters va- 
cated by Lincoln 
traffic department. 


Young lady of 1904 
gingerly dials a 
number on the new 
Automatic tele- 
Phone. She is Jody 
Hartley in a room 
setting furnished by 
the Nebraska State 
Historical Society. 
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once again takes her 


station as chief operator behind a group of 
her operators of more than 40 years ago. 


Pride of the company was this 12-position toll and farm line board installed in 1909-10. 
Colora Hale, who became Mrs. Keckler, is sixth from left (in dark dress). Grace Carr, now 


Mrs. Tefft, stands at the supervisory position. 


LT&T's First Chief Operator Returns for Visit 


“N TEET me at Saint Louis, Lou1e— 
\ Meet me at the Fair.” Margaret 
McKain was humming the latest song 
hit as she gingerly made her way down 
the plank that led from the boarded-up 
entrance of the new Automatic tele- 
phone building to the sidewalk below. 
Her heart was light as the spring that 
filled the world about her. Margaret 
had been offered a job, one she knew 
would be to her liking. 

The next morning she began her 
work as operator for the infant Auto- 
matic exchange. The switchboard was 
designed to terminate the local farm 
lines, handle information calls and the 
small amount of toll business from the 
lines that ran to a few near-by towns. 

The year was 1904. The telephone 
building was not yet completed. Boards, 
barrels, cable reels and miscellaneous 
debris of construction were scattered 
about the premises. But the beauty of 
the ornate building was taking form 
behind the littered foreground; out- 
standing in contrast among the ancient, 
il-kept residences of the neighborhood. 


The subscriber lists grew rapidly. 
Toll lines multiplied, and crept farther 
into the adjacent territory. More op- 
erators were added, and Miss McKain 
assumed the role of instructor and 
chief. The small switchboard and the 
cramped operating quarters were out- 
grown completely in less than five 
years. 


In 1909 the extensive toll line hold- 
ings of the Western Telephone Com- 
pany were brought into the organiza- 
tion. The company name was changed 
to Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company and a new 12-position Dean 
switchboard was installed in the new 
operating room in a two-story addition 
to the building built to the rear of the 
original. 


Margaret McKain, chief operator, as she ap- 
peared in 1903. Her recent visit was the first 
she has made since her marriage and resigna- 
tion in 1913. 
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The diminutive chief operator now 
found full-time duties—and more—in 
supervision of her growing department. 
She carried her increasing responsibili- 
ties until her marriage in 1913 to Lloyd 
Combs, a farm and toll line trouble 
shooter for LT&T. Mrs. Combs re- 
signed her position then to take up the 


duties of housewife. 
A few weeks ago Mrs. Combs re- 


turned to the scene of her early career. 
She was in Lincoln on a visit from Cali- 
fornia, where she has made her home 
for many years. Accompanied by a 
group of Lincoln ladies who once 
worked as operators under her super- 
vision, she accepted a company invita- 
tion for a preview of the modern new 
toll switchboard at the 15 & M build- 
ing. 

The ladies were astonished at the size 
to which their old department had 
grown and displayed great interest in 
the mysteries of the new board. For 
the benefit of the photographer, they 
all donned headsets to pose for the pic- 
ture at upper left. The “operators” 
from front to rear are: Mrs. R. M. 
Cleveland, Mrs. A. S. Keckler, Mrs. 
W. L. Hassler, Mrs. W. C. Brown, Mrs? 
Hugh Thorne and Mrs. Frank Tefft. 
Mrs. Combs stands behind them, in 
her old role as supervisor chief. It will 
be noted, as in the case of Mrs. Combs, 
that it was the natural inclination of 
Automatic operators to marry telephone 
men. 


ow In service.... 


Lincoln's New Call Distributing Information Board 


and 


ies telephone history was written 
in November as progress continued 
toward bringing into service the equip- 
ment at the 15 & M building in Lincoln. 
The new information board cutover was 
an event of November 21, and the com- 
pany PABX began operation the night 
of November 27. In neither case could 
these be called cutovers in the usual 
sense of the word. Actually they were 
transitions, with service cuts being made 
in successive steps over a considerable 
length of time. 

The new call distributing type infor- 
mation desk consists of three four-posi- 
tion, double-sided sections, seating 12 
operators, six facing each other from 
either side. Each position may be ar- 
ranged to give preference answering, or 
acceptance, to any of three classes of 
calls: (1) local information, (2) toll in- 
formation, or (3) intercepting calls. 

The work is divided equally among 
the positions as the calls course to the 
operators’ headsets automatically and in 
rotation. Should business be heavy and 
a back-log of calls develop, they queue 
in line behind a system of “gates.” 
These waiting calls are registered by 
lights on a display panel near the board, 
where they wait their 
turn. 

The PABX system 
was brought into serv- 
ice Friday night, No- 
vember 27. At the 
same time the com- 
pany telephone num- 
ber was changed to 
5-4321. Under the new 
order the PABX sta- 
tions dial each other 
direct with a _ three- 
digit code, and obtain 
outgoing lines for dial- 
ing without aid from 
the PABX attendant. 
The attendant’s board 
is equipped for two 
positions although only 
one is normally used. 
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The company PABX attendants switchboard 
is a sevarate unit in the middle of the oper- 
ating room. Juanita Schleif is already deftly 
handling the duties of the board. 


Incoming calls are answered by the at- 
tendant and switched by cord circuit to 
the desired extension telephone. 

The new system has received a warm 
welcome throughout the organization. 

We have been so busy in late years, 
designing and supplying modern PABX 
systems to accommodate the demands of 
our customers that we failed to realize 
we had fallen so far behind with our 


The new information board with a full crew of operators has already seen some 
busy times with the issuance of a new Lincoln directory and wholesale number 
changes being part of its initiation. 
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Company PABX Syst 


em 


own PABX system, which was a won- 
der in 1914 when it was installed to fill 
the needs of the time. 

An educational program is under way 
to acquaint the public with the change 
of the company telephone number to 
5-4321. It is not an easy job, for the 
old number, 2-4000, has been used for 
nearly a quarter century and is firmly 
fixed in the collective minds of Lincoln 
subscribers. 

A quick glance into history brings to 
light the fact that the first Lincoln 
Telephone Company number was 2225. 
This number was used from June 1904 
to January 1910 when it was changed 
to 6531. Letter prefixes begin to appear 
the following year, but not until Octo- 
ber 1912 did the letter “B” become part 
of our number. 

B-6531 it remained until the summer 
of 1926 when B-6911 replaced it. Our 
late lamented number, B-4000, was as- 
signed late in 1929. In July 1939 the 
letters were removed from the dial cards 
and the number become officially 
2-4000. 

We have made no effort, in this 
story, to discuss the mechanics of 
the cutovers, or of the equipment in- 
volved. Neither has 
it been possible to 
give credit — much as 
it is due — to the 
engineers, technicians, 
traffic training per- 
sonnel, workmen, op- 
erators and others 
who blended their 
skills so successfu 
bringing these fine, 
modern, service addi- 
tions into existence. 
A bigger, more exact: 
ing job is just over 
the hill . .. the toll 
board cutover. The 
story of this event 
will be one of the 
features of next 
month’s News. 


ROSE RIGGS AND DON TRAVIS 


fl Ms news comes in a recent an- 

nouncement by the Employees Bene- 
fit Committee that the privileges of re- 
tirement have been accorded Rose A. 
Riggs and Don C. Travis, both of 
whom observed their 35th service an- 
niversary with the company earlier in 
the year. 

Mrs. Riggs was Miss Rose Cunning- 
ham when first employed as an Auto- 
matic trouble operator in October 
1909. Later she appeared in the “com- 
mercial cage” as clerk and cashier. On 
the completion of the present general 
office building she moved to the spa- 
clous new accounting department as 
bookkeeper, but resigned in September 
1914 to assume the duties of home- 
keeper. 

It was in October 1923 that she re- 
turned to her old position in the book- 
keeping section and has been an ever 
popular member of the accounting de- 
partment down through the years until 
she became seriously ill in November 
1952. Mrs. Riggs remained in town for 
several months, but it became apparent 
she would not be physically able to re- 
turn to work and she recently moved 
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Rose A. Riggs Don C. Travis 


to Wilmington, Delaware, where she 
now makes her home with her daugh- 
ter, Evelyn. : 

The role of responsibilities she has 
held in the accounting department in- 
cludes the positions of clerk, control 
clerk, acting subscriber accounts super- 
visor, advanced clerk and senior super- 
visor. Mrs. Riggs is a charter member 
of the local Pioneer chapter and has 
served as chairman of the women’s 
social committee. 

Don C. Travis was initiated early 
into the telephone business, working as 
a utility man for the Stella Telephone 
Company. His intermittent employ- 
ment there covered a span of eight 


CLOSE LONG TELEPHONE CAREERS 


years. He appeared briefly at the Fair- 
bury exchange in August 1917 to aid 
in clearing up the summer work in the 
plant department. On New Year’s Day 
of 1918 he began his long span of con- 
tinuous employment. He was assigned 
as combinationman for the Weeping 
Water exchange until August of that 
year when he was transferred to Ash- 
land. | 

Don was named wire chief at Ash- 
land in April 1919, changed to a like 
position at Waverly in May 1920 and 
in January 1921 he became manager 
at Waverly. He came to the Lincoln 
exchange in 1922, and for nearly 30 
years followed the trail of installations 
and troubles in the central district. He 
entered the general shop in 1952 to 
wind up his record of service. 

Mr. Travis’ zeal and activities have 
brought him honors. in other fields. 
He has held high offices in local and 
state lodges for both the Knights of 
Pythias and Odd Fellow fraternal or- 
ganizations and is considered a final 
authority in folk dance calling and 
instruction. He is also a member of 
the Frank H. Woods Pioneer chapter. 


1952-1953 Volume of News 


Ready for Your Bookcase 


Wee this issue another volume of 
the Lincoln Telephone News is 
completed and again all employees, ac- 
tive and retired, are invited to have 
their copies, which have been published 
during 1952 and 1953, bound in volume 
form. 

The binding will be in attractive 
buckram material in a choice of ma- 


because of the large number of em- 
ployees participating a special low price 
can be offered. The book will make 
an attractive and valuable addition to 
your library. 

The cost of the binding will be $2.50 
per volume. If you wish your name 
imprinted in gold on the front there is 
an additional charge of 60 cents. The 
volume will be composed of 22 issues 
dating from January 1952 through De- 
cember 1953. These copies, together 
with the order form inserted in this 
issue, should be sent to the editor of 
the Lincoln Telephone News at Lin- 
coln—payment for the binding to ac- 


company the order. Please read and 
follow the instructions carefully and 
fill out the form completely. It will be 
helpful if you send your copies as early 
as possible. January 15 is the deadline 
date. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Ghar following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of November: 


Primary Members: L. P. Livingston, Lin- 
coln Service, $58.50; Barbara Walsh, York 
Pate; (S72:15 Se Lawrence, Lincoln 
Supply, $7.50; Myrtle Henline, Local Com- 
mercial, $10.00; C. L. Walker Estate, Lincoln 
pensioner, $72.00; Merlie Markuson, General 
Traffic, $25.00; John Ruppel, Nebraska City 
pensioner, $61.00; H. P. Wart, Lincoln Service 
$7.50; Hazel Nichols, Lincoln Traffic, $66.75. 
Marlys Jones, Local Commercial, $206.00; W. J. 
McDowell, Local Commercial, $5.00; Reah 
Churchill, General Traffic, $140.70; Lydia 
Kriegshauser, Seward Traffic, $9.00; Bohumil 


Docekal, David City Plant, $15.00; Marie 
Jackson, Engineering, $21.35. 
Dependents: Mrs. E. oO. Wait, Lincoln, 


$12.00; Mrs. A. S. Keckler, Lincoln, 50; 
Mrs. J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings, $5.63; patee 
Grant, Lincoln, $3.00; Jeanne Hansen, Lin- 
coln, $7.50; Susan Paro, Humboldt, $50.26; 
Mrs. W. K. Eno, Lincoln, $18.75; Mona Rae 
Allison, Lincoln, $49.73; Mrs. Ww. L. Eckles, 
Nelson, $86.55; Mrs. W. C. Lant, Nebraska 
City, $275.25; Robert Green, Lincoln, $127.88. 
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In the Headlines 


ISTRICT Six, Order of the Eastern 

Star, met at the Humboldt audi- 
torium in late October. Following the 
meeting the Grand Officers of the Or- 
der, with other honored guests, were 
entertained at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ivan Haith, Worthy Patron and 
Worthy Matron, respectively, of the 
Humboldt Chapter. Mr. Haith is the 
local telephone manager. 

A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, 
has been named a member of the pub- 
licity committee for the national In- 
dependent Telephone Pioneer Associa- 
tion. His appointment was announced 
by Frank S. Barnes, of Rock Hill, South 
Carolina, national president of ITPA. 

C. C. Donley, chief engineer and a 
member of the Lincoln city planning 
commission, has been selected by Mayor 
Clark Jeary, the City Council approv- 
ing, as commission member of the new 
five-member zoning board of adjust- 
ments. The board will consider all 
zoning hardship cases and appeals. The 
appointment is for a term of three 
years. 


Employee 
Christmas 
Activities 


“I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play... . 
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HRISTMAS bells have been ringing 

for more than a month in LT@T- 
land as employees have busied them- 
selves in numerous preparations for ob- 
serving the yuletide. 

The Christmas carolers began prac- 
ticing in early November, meeting in 
weekly sessions to blend their voices 
in old familiar songs set to beautiful 
new arrangements. It is astounding to 
find so many fine voices interspersed 
through the organization and this activ- 
ity is usually considered to be one of 
the best in which employees participate 
as a group. 

The carolers’ first scheduled appear- 
ance is at the Christmas party, Decem- 
ber 14, on both the adult and child pro- 
grams. On December 18 they will sing 
at White Hall, Tabitha Home and Vet- 
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A regular Monday evening practice session of the LT&T caroling group. Professor Leonard 


Paulson, who has directed them for several years, stands at extreme left. 


erans Hospital. They will be on tele- 
vision from KFOR-TV, 7:30 to 8:00 
p.m., December 21, in a live telecast, 
after which they will be guests of 
President and Mrs. T. C. Woods. On 
December 24 the group will carry its 
songs through the general offices, the 
15 & M building and the warehouse. 
Employees in military service, though 
far away, have not been forgotten. 
Packages containing a Christmas gift 
from the company are in the mails, ad- 
dressed to each of the 54 who are now 
on military leave of absence from their 
jobs. This year’s gift is a Remelon bill- 
fold and a goodluck comb and file. 
Christmas remembrances to our em: 
ployees in uniform is one of the annual 
activities of the personnel department. 
Employee Christmas programs are 


being planned at several points in the 
territory. Largest of these will be at 
Lincoln where for the first time in 
many years the family party motif is 
being revived. A questionnaire was 
sent to all Lincoln employees after last 
year’s holiday season asking that they 
state their preference for the type of 
party they desired. When the returns 
were tabulated the family-type party 
won by a wide and resounding margin. 
As you read this the party will have 
already passed into history, it being 
scheduled for Monday evening, Decem- 
ber 14, at the Lincoln Hotel. The 
Christmas party committee has been at 
work on its plans and preparations 
since mid-November. 

All these activities will be covered by 
story and camera in the January News. 


Webster Will Not Write 
Another Dictionary 


Wee H. WEBSTER was one of 
the honored guests at the Retire- 
ment Banquet held at Cotner Terrace on 
November 19. Most of the group gath- 
ered at the table were called on for any 
remarks they cared to add to the occa- 
sion. Mr. Webster rose in his turn to tell 
the story of a burning interest that had 
entered his life since his retirement last 
spring. Most everyone there was con- 
vinced that his was a story with a moral 
and one which should be heard by all 
employees. Mr. Webster has consented 
to tell the story again, in his own words: 
“At retirement time a person is usu- 
ally asked—or must ask himself—the 
inevitable questions: What are you go- 
ing to do with your time? and What 
will be your hobby? Well, my son, 
Charles, helped me find the answers. 
Charles makes his home at Little Rock, 
Arkansas, and is a court reporter. 
“When he and his family came to 
visit us a year ago last summer, we 
found he had become completely en- 


amoured with short-wave radio, and 
was even then a_ full-fledged Ham 
operator. 

“When I was a young chap, I had 
been an ardent amateur operator On an 
old-time telegraph loop, so it wasn’t so 
difficult for Charles to sell me on the 
virtues of short wave radio. 

“In due time, though it was after 
nearly a year of hard, monotonous prac- 
tice, [ passed my Ham operator exami- 
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nation and received my F.C.C. license. 
It was not an easy task for one of my 
age, let me assure you. 


“So now Charles and I chat together 
in code over short wave and we are 
both thoroughly enjoying our hobby to- 
gether although 700 miles apart.” 

... End of quotation, but not of the 
story. Mrs. Webster is not complain- 
ing, but merely stating fact when she 
observes that it is still almost impossible 
to pry “Web” from his radio room, 
even for meals. 


Much of Mr. Webster's equipment, 
including the transmitter unit, was pur- 
chased in kit form, completely disas- 
sembled, and it required several months 
of painstaking effort to get ready for 
his first venture on the ar waves. 
When the job was done a thorough 
check revealed that there wasn't a bug 
in the whole assembly. To allay the 
fears of nearby T-V set owners, Mr. 
Webster wants it known that all his 
equipment is completely shielded and 
supplied with modern filters to guard 
against television interference. 


The Board of Directors were official hosts to the retirement banquet, with other company 
officials and Honored Guests completing the group. The six retired employees present are 
shown holding their gift packages and are, from left: Eva P. Armstrong, Blanche McConkey, 
H. M. Zimmerman, Joy A. Dobbs, W. H. Webster and D. C.. Wilson. 


MPLOYEES who have entered re- 

tirement ranks during 1953 were 
honored at a banquet held at Cotner 
Terrace, Lincoln, on November 19. The 
17 employees so honored were Eva P. 
Armstrong, S. F. Bush, Vern Campbell, 
Wauneta L. Child, Joy A. Dobbs, Mary 
Docekal, Oscar Lewis, Blanche Mc- 
Conkey, George W. Miers, Harry 
Palmquist, Clyde H. Pierce, Rose A. 
Riggs, A. B. Smith, D. C. Travis, Wil- 
liam H. Webster, D. C. Wilson and 
Henry M. Zimmerman. Their aggre- 
gate span of service measured 615 years, 


an average of more than 36 years for 
each of them. ‘Truly a galaxy of 
ground-breakers in the industry. 

Once again the discordant note of 
the retirement party came from the 
blustery weather. Maybe we should 
consult another almanac in scheduling 
the date. Year after year, it seems, a 
storm sweeps across the territory on 
that particular evening. It happened 
again on November 19, though the 
storm was not so distressing as the fore- 
cast that preceded it. Only six of the 
Honored Guests could make an ap- 


pearance at the banquet. Seven were 
out of the state while others feared to 
come because of the _ threatening 
weather. 


The small crowd detracted not a 
whit from the success of the party. An 
air of informality pervaded. Walter F. 
Roberts, personnel director, attended to 
the introductions while J. A. McKinzie, 
general plant superintendent, presented 
the guests with gifts of electric clocks 
with personally engraved plaques. 


Everyone was heard from, and sev- 
eral of the guests spoke at length on 
events and adventures of olden times. 
The mystical presentations of Magician 
Glen Gloye formed part of the im- 
ported program, and Toshira Isa, fresh- 
man student at Nebraska Wesleyan Uni- 
versity, gave a startling performance in 
multiple harmonica playing. Toshira 
is enrolled at Wesleyan under the spon- 
sorship of Ed Radin, a member of the 
Frank Woods pioneer chapter, who is 
now employed as a civilian consultant 
with the Air Force in Japan. The two 
first met on a Tokyo street corner to 
begin the chain of events that led to his 
coming to Radin’s Alma Mater to fin- 
ish his education. 


Pioneer Roster Published 
HE 1953 edition of the national ros- 
ter, Independent Pioneer Telephone 

Association, has recently been distrib- 
uted to the membership of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter. Evidence of the 
growth of this organization is visible in 
the increasing thickness of the roster. 

A sizeable congregation of Chapter 

members became eligible for the dis- 
tinction of having their pictures printed 
in the roster for the first time. The 
picture section is restricted to portraits 
of those who entered the industry at 
least 30 years before the date of publi- 
catien. In the 3l-year section are the 
pictures of Mathilda Alpers, Marguerite 
Bray, Oakel Butler, Francis Darnold, 
Grace Dirks, Edward Ernst, Gust 
Foster, Mary Meister, O. A. Nelson, 
Dora Plessel and Marie Portsche. Mem- 
bers in the 30-year section are: Carl 
Ahl, R. A. Carlson, A. R. Fritz, Alex 
M. Geist, R. H. Gray, Eita M. Griffin, 
Agnes Gustafson, Leland Hodge, Clara 
jones, Anna Larson, Edna Pflughaupt, 
Ardell K. Robison, Herman M. Studier 
and Gladys Trumble. 


Among the first ten pioneers in 
length of service are two Chapter mem- 
bers, George Pratt of Aurora, who 
ranks fourth with 64 years, and Edward 
S. Fisher, Lincoln, who ranks ninth 
with 61 years credit. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carroll E. Propp are the 
parents of a baby daughter, Dora Gene, 
born November 21. Bernadette is on leave 
of absence from the Nebraska City traffic 
department. 


fase coming of Christmas reminds us 

of a happening last Yuletide when 
a large New York store went after the 
kiddie trade by advertising that Santa 
Claus could be reached by telephone. 
The ad listed a number which happened 
to be similar to the number of an adver- 
tising agency office. The agency got 
many calls intended for the store. But 
the girl on the switchboard was equal 
to the occasion. She didn’t tell a single 
child that it was the wrong number. 
When asked for Santa Claus, she said: 
“Tm sorry; he isn’t here now. But this 
is Mrs. Claus. Santa can be reached at 
etek ” Then she gave the right number. 


Now here is a quartet of 
pheasant hunters, three of 
them from Lincoln Service, 
whose eagle eyes and deadly 
trigger fingers brought them 
their limit of birds by mid- 
afternoon on the first day 
of the season. The LT&T 
representatives are, from 
left: Bob Thallas, Al Dough- 
erty and Bob Stall. Pinky 
Watermeier, at right, is not 
an employee. 


Touchstone To Everywhere! 
Nes long ago, Paul Harvey, Chicago 


radio commentator, gave the tele- 
phone business a fine “plug.” 


Remarking that, after 50 years, coin 
box calls were going up to a dime in 
Illinois, he went on to say that even 
so the telephone was a blessing that 
was extremely inexpensive. Consider 
“the convenience of talking to a friend 
for a dime; pretty cheap friend if he 
isn’t worth that,” he mused. Or “for 
closing a thousand dollar business deal.” 


He assured that he wasn’t “selling 
their service nor defending their rate 
structure.” Nor did he “work for any 
telephone company.” In fact, that was 
the point. They work for everybody, 
and since “we often kick so much, 
maybe some praise is due, too. They're 
selling miracles for 10 cents each.” 
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Lincoln's New 7-Exchange 
Open for Business 


ITHOUT the usual burst of fan- 

fare, Lincoln's 7-exchange was born 
on October 19 when 300 or more sub- 
scribers were cut from the north 
boundary of the 3-exchange into the 
equipment which has just been made 
ready to receive them. Several hun- 
dred more subscribers had been added 
to the 7-office by directory delivery 
time, most of them being transferred 
from the 3 and 5-exchanges. In the 
picture Hugo Staley, foreman of the 5 
and 7-offices, stands beside the lone 
bay of 7-exchange connectors now in 
operation. 


Two Score Years of Service 


Saas 


Attained by Margaret Bethscheider 


The camera captured the historic moment as Margaret Bethscheider received her 40-year 


service emblem from Vice President Hale. 


Present at the happy occasion, from left, were 


Regina Bethscheider, L. W. Cleveland, E. H. Wellman, L. P. Young, Walter F. Roberts and 


Mary Bethscheider. 


| OVEMBER 24th was a very special 

day for Margaret Bethscheider, 
chief operator at Hebron. It was her 
birthday. It was also the day that 
marked her fortieth anniversary of serv- 
ice to telephone subscribers at Hebron. 

Quite appropriate to the double oc- 
casion, Miss Bethscheider was to re- 
ceive a pleasant surprise that morning 
when a car drove into town bearing 
company Officials from Lincoln who 
had made the journey to present her 
with the 40-year service pin, so rare 
among women employees. 

Miss Bethscheider received the dia- 
mond-set emblem at a noon luncheon 
held in her honor at the Hebron Hotel, 
the presentation being made by Merle 
M. Hale, vice president. Other guests 
included her two sisters, Mary and 
Regina; E. H. Wellman, Hebron area 
manager; L. W. Cleveland, traffic chief; 


Walter F. Roberts, personnel director; 


The three Bethscheider sisters, Mary, Mar- 
garet and Regina, who collectively have 
amassed 107 years of service to Hebron 
telephone subscribers. 
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and L. P. Young, general traffic 
superintendent. 

The story of Margaret Bethscheider’s 
telephone career is almost synonymous 
with the history of the telephone in 
Hebron. The newly organized Thayer 
County Telephone Company bought 
out the Francis and McNeil telephone 
holdings in 1907 and enjoyed several 
years of progress and growth. The Bell 
company also had an exchange in He- 
bron but could not successfully com- 
pete in development with the home- 
owned company. 

Miss Bethscheider was employed by 
the Thayer County company on No- 
vember 24, 1913. The telephone man- 
ager at that time was W. C. Cooper, 
who was also doubling in public serv- 
ice in holding office as Mayor of the 
town. The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company had bought the lo- 
cal Bell properties in 1912 and in 1914 
purchased the exchanges, Hebron in- 
cluded, of the Thayer County Com- 
pany. 

Margaret remained with the Lincoln 
company as operator until July 1920 
when she was selected as chief operator, 
the position she has held until the pres: 
ent day. Her sisters, Regina and Mary, 
had already joined the local operating 
force before Margaret's promotion. It 
was brought out at the November 24th 
luncheon that the combined service 
record of the three sisters totalled 107 
years, all of which has been compiled at 
the Hebron switchboard. It is thought 
to be a record without parallel in the 
entire nation. 
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The Beatrice Area is composed of the ex- 
changes of Beatrice, Wymore, Pickrell and 
Filley. Collectively they serve a major por- 
tion of Gage County. Headquarters of the 
Southern District are also at Beatrice and 
pictures of district personnel are included 


here. 


Above: Panoramic view of the Beatrice switchboard. 


1: Charles Dickenson, area commercial managér, 
left; exchanging across the desk pleasantries with 


Walter Roberts, personnel director, Lincoln. 


2: A symbol of Wymore’s good service is Shirley 


Stoll, chief operator. 


3: A meeting of wire chiefs, Dan Smith of pounce”: 
district and M. L. Hodge of Beatrice exchange. The 
question before the house: “Wire we getting our 


pitcher took?” 


4: In the Beatrice lounge, standing af rear: Hattie 
Elmshaeuser, Lois homias; Edna Mahloch, Lela 
Watson. Seated: Marilyn Crosby, Dorothy Mapes, 
Winifred Jackson, Verna Freeman, Joy Lohse, 
Norma Engler and Ruth Kleman. 


5: Donna Wehling, cashier, has 2 smile for her 


telephone customer. 


6: Awaiting trick-time in_the Beatrice lounge are 
Donna Dike and Eleanor Bryant, operators. 


7: Frank Nevitt, installer-repairman COE, takes a 
turn at the Beatrice test board. 


8: At the Beatrice information desk are Mabel 
Wieting, S.A.; Beverly Rotzin and Edna Mahloch, 5.A. 


9: A heavy load for the mail man originates on the 
desk of Eleonore Harding, Beatrice commercial. 


10: Paula Otte, secretary to the district manager 
and associate editor of the Telephone News. 


11: Bossman Clyde Burge, district manager for the 
Southern District. His office is in the Beatrice ex- 
change building. 


12: Chief Operator Lela Watson and Virginia Coon, 
S.A., hold a conference at the chief’s desk in 
Beatrice Traffic, 


13: Betty Jo Burton, commercial clerk, Beatrice, 
looks up to greet a customer. No wonder subscriber 
relations are extra-pleasant at Beatrice. 


14: A noonday gathering of local plant and con- 
struction men. Standing: Archie Stansbury, Frank 
Fisher, John Brockmeyer, Jack Billings, Paul Guelk- 
er, Al Parde, Harlan Gillespie, Don Rodell, Ben Ford, 
E. J. Turner, Don Gilmore and L. E. Lyons. Front 
row: George Wasson, Don Young, Bill Heikes, B. V. 
Hawkins, Don Schark and D. L. Fisher. 


15: Mike Danaher, manager, Wymore, plays host to 
the district manager. 


16: Sophia Forke, Elizabeth Benda and Norma 
Scheideler, dispensing service at the Wymore board. 


17: On duty at Pickrell, Clara Roebke, C.O., seated, 
and Erma M. Roebke, her assistant. 
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A Coverful of Ramseys 


HAPPY choice for our Christmas 

cover is the family of George Ram- 
sey, of Lincoln Commercial. Arms piled 
high with Christmas packages,the scene 
finds them passing the entrance to the 
new 15 & M equipment building which 
is also much in the news this month. 
Closer inspection will reveal that George 
is carrying home a Santa Claus suit. He 
should fill it snugly and fit the role 
well, for he is to play Santa on the T-V 
appearance of the LT@&T carolers over 
KFOR-TV on December 21, Mr. Ram- 
sey also sings with the carolers and acted 
as chairman and M.C. for the adult pro- 
gram at the Employees’ Family Christ- 
mas Party at Lincoln, December 14. He 
is a busy man at Christmas. 


Sharing his enthusiasm for the Yule- 


Three Central Offices 


T. B. Hedges explaining 
the map of LT&T terri- 
tory to th Cub Scout 
Pack. Members of the 
Den are Ronnie Hocking, 
Gary Anderson, Scott 
Breadon, Eal Smith, Jr., 
Jimmy Hoyt, Russeil 
Erickson and Tommy 
Hedges, Jr. 


OUNG America 

has been looking ! 
over the mysteries of | 
the telephone profes- | 
sion at several of our 
exchanges with group visits reported 
at David City, Humboldt and Hastings. 
Without exception the tours have been 
marked by the unusual amount of in- 
terest and enthusiasm displayed by the 
young groups. 

At David City, the senior secretarial 
training class of the public schools 
was conducted through the building 
on November 19. Though the tour 
had little to offer directly bearing on 
secretarial training, a letter received 
by Harvey Armogast, area manager, 
from a member of the class a few days 
after the visit was self evident of the 
value received by the students. The 
letter, signed by Jackie Martin, read in 
part: 
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. Thank you and your em- 
ployees for the warm reception given 
us when we visited your office on 
November 19. We all gained a great 
deal of knowledge about the opera- 
tion of our ‘good friend’ the tele- 
phone. 

“We appreciated the time given us 
by the employees, especially Miss 
Cornell and Miss Dee, who helped 
very much to make our visit enjoy- 
able. Thank you again for the op- 
portunity given us to visit your of- 


Visited By Uninhibited Citizens 


fice, also for making the two excel- 

lent films on telephone courtesy 

available for us.” 

Another enthusiastic flock was the 
“Singing Blue Birds,” young associates 
of the Camp Fire Girls organization, 
who visited the office at Humboldt on 
November 18. They were conducted 
on the tour by Ivan Haith, local man- 
ager, who explained and demonstrated 
the passing of a telephone call through 
the equipment. Mr. Haith, with all 
his experience, found it hard to answer 
some of the pertinent questions of this 
intent group. 

Tommy Hedges, at Hastings, had a 
bear by the tail; seven of them, in fact, 
as he toured that building with Den 4, 
of Cub Scout Pack 200. It was some- 
thing to see—and hear. They scoured 
every nook and cranny of the building. 
They stormed through every door ex- 
cept one marked “Ladies.” They asked 
more questions than the tax collector. 
Tommy escaped with his health and rea- 
son by promising that their pictures 
would appear in the News. We are 
happy to help Mr. Hedges keep his 
bargain. The picture was taken by 
Wayne Flowerday, son of E. J. Flower- 
day, Hastings area manager. 


tide Season, the rest of the Ramsey 
family are willing to carry their share, 
and more. The picture proves that 
point. The children are Dan, age three; 
Jaye, age seven, and Joan, age eleven. 
George's wife, Leta Mae, has telephone 
connections running to ancient times 
through her father, Roy J. Rogers, 
former manager at Wymore and area 
manager at York. 
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JUVENILE 
ENGLISH 


Two little boys watched a little girl 
as she brushed them and the following 
remarks were heard after she had 
passed: 

‘Her neck’s dirty,” said one. 


“Her does?” said two. 


a> 
Whew 


Promotions, Transfers, 
Title Changes 


Commercial 

Nancy R. Connealy, teller to service repre- 
sentative, Lincoln. 

Charlene G. Macaluso, clerk to teller, Lin- 
coln. 

Patricia A. Tolhurst, machine operator, Ac- 
counting, to stenographer, General Com- 
mercial. 


Plant 


Don J. Bauer, garage serviceman to ware- 
houseman, Supply. 

Leslie G. Hansen, combinationman, York, to 
lineman, Lincoln Construction. 

Roy E. Mills, cable splicer, Lincoln Construc- 
tion, to advanced clerical, Lincoln Service. 

I. L. Olson, garage mechanic to subforeman, 
garage, Supply. 

Donnabelle Schumann, clerk Hastings Com- 
mercial to Plant. 

W. M. Sherman, switchman, Central Plant 
to Plattsmouth. 

John L. Summers, combinationman, Seward 
Plant, to lineman, York Construction. 


Traffic 


Dorothy M. Darnold, service assistant, Lin- 
coln, to operator, Hastings. 


Lincoln's "Best Seller” 
Off the Press 


HE composition and production of 

Lincoln’s new telephone directory, 
now in the hands of subscribers, has 
become an undertaking of major pro- 
portions. The December 1953 issue is 
the largest and thickest published in 
modern times. Some directories pub- 
lished by our company during the last 
years of Bell-Automatic competition in 
Lincoln were considerably thicker, but 
their pages were padded by listings of 
almost every conceivable kind. 

‘The white pages of the current vol- 
ume number 156, ten more than in the 
preceding directory. These pages list 
the city’s telephone subscribers in al- 
phabetical order. Even greater progress 
is noted in the classified section where 
the yellow pages increased by 24, in 
spite of new restrictions governing the 
maximum size of display advertising. 

William D. Quinn and his crew of 
directory compilation experts found the 
big job even more complicated than 
usual this year because of the vast 
amount of number changes. The book 
was published by the Journal-Star 
Printing Company of Lincoln. 
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The specially designed telephone bears the inscription: ‘‘The Fifty Millionth Telephone in 
Service in the Nation, Presented to the President of the United States, Dwight D. Eisenhower, 


November 18, 1953.’’ 


Nation's Fifty Millionth Telephone 
Presented to President Eisenhower 


N the morning of Wednesday, No- 

vember 18, the number of tele- 
phones in the United States reached 50 
million. President Eisenhower took 
part in a brief ceremony at the White 
House to commemorate this communi- 
cation milestone. The symbolic 50 
millionth telephone was presented to 
the chief executive on behalf of the 
telephone industry by Warren B. Clay, 
president of the U.S. Independent 
Telephone Association, and Cleo F. 
Craig, president of the AT&T Com- 
pany (Bell System). 

The telephone was inscribed to mark 
its special significance and is black, 
trimmed with gold. The Presidential 
seal forms the center of the dial while 
around its base are 48 gold stars. 

Merle M. Hale, vice president, at- 
tended the celebration of the event in 
Washington. He represented LT&T 
as well as the Independent industry in 
his capacity as a member of the execu- 
tive committee of the U.S. Independ- 
ent Telephone Association. 

The installation of the 50 millionth 
telephone is far more than a statistic. 
It represents the accomplishments of 
an American industry within the life 
span of many who are yet living. Here 
in America in the climate of freedom it 
has been most widely used and devel- 
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oped. It is symbolic of many things: 


—Of the almost unbelievable prog- 
, gress made in communications in 
the past 77 years. 

—Of the vision and work of tele- 
phone people, past and present. 


—Of the ability of the communica- 
tions system to meet the needs of 
the nation, in war as well as in 
peace. 

—Of the cooperation of the Bell tele- 
phone companies and more than 
5,300 independently-owned com- 
panies as they work together to 
provide a universal service. 

—QOf the more than two million 
Americans who either share own- 
ership of the industry or are en- 
gaged in telephone work. 

—-Of the job the telephone system 
has accomplished in bringing 
Americans closer together, making 
possible a greater interchange of 
goods and services among all sec- 
tions of the Union. More than 
that, it has enabled citizens in all 
parts of the nation to share their 
ideas quickly and easily. 

—-Of the unceasing research and de- 
velopment that have made all this 
possible and will bring even great- 
er things in the future. 


L. A. Stacy P. R. Winscot 
Lincoln Lincoln 
35 Years 30 Years 


Thirty-Eight Years 
J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
L. A. Stacy, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
O. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
P. R. Winscot, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
A. R. Fritz, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
L. C. Hutchison, Hazel E. Nichols, Lin- 


Twenty-Six Years 
R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 

Twenty-Five Years 
E. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury. 

Twenty-Four Years 


C. E. Harp, H. W. Potter, R. R. Rauch, 


Lincoln. 


E. J. Schemmerhorn 
Fairbury 
25 Years 


Service Anniversaries 


Twenty-Three Years 
J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 


Aner N. McKinzey, Cedar Bluffs. 


Nineteen Years 
Milly L. Lloyd, Wymore; L. M. Miller, 


Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 


F. M. Crewdson, Hastings. 
Sixteen Years 


Ruth V. Compton, Hastings. 


Fourteen Years 


Nata A. Hershey, Geneva. 


Twelve’ Years 
Gladys A. Ball, Ashland; E. W. Burchess, 
Hastings; Velma B. Garlock, Genevieve A. 
Graff, York. 
Eleven Years 
L. E. Lyons, Beatrice; F. E. Smith, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
Elsie M. Cooper, Beatrice; R. H. Kinni- 
son, Nebraska City. 


R. H. Kinnison 
Nebraska City 
10 Years 


Elsie M. Cooper 
Beatrice 
10 Years 


Nine Years 
Bernice J. Bauer, Fairbury; Martha Die- 
trich, William Schuman, Lincoln; H. F. 


Kempf, Hastings; Gladys A. Neugebauer, 
Auburn. 


Eight Years 
Axie Bouslough, Waco; V. A. Hayes, 
York; Polly M. Latham, Bradshaw; K. J. 


Peters, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 


E. J. Kalkwarf, N. H. Liesveld, A. E. Lin- 
den, R. M. Merrill, E. C. Schrank, Lincoln; 
Bessie C. Schultz, York. 


Six Years 
Eloise M. Baldwin, D. M. Hunt, L. R. 
Rhoades, Lincoln; R. G. Bruning, Pawnee 
City; C. C. Minich, York; J. C. Selko, 
Hastings. 


Five Years 


Frances Bordovsky, Wahoo; Lulu Brockie, 
Norma Scheidler, Wymore; S. M. Carr, Au- 
burn; G. E. Carter, F. M. Condos, J. D. 
Witmer, Lincoln; A. J. Parde, Beatrice. 


The wedding of Betty Illingworth, York 
Traffic, and John Reisbick, Jr., was an event 
of October 31 at the Union Church in Clay 
Center. 

he marriage of Ruth Clark, General 
Commercial, and Anton Kadavy was sol- 
emnized at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Lincoln 
on November 7. 

Ethel Crosier, Lloyd 
Twing were married November 11 at Buf.- 
falo, Wyoming. Ethel has resigned her 
position and moved to a ranch in Wyoming. 

Betty Lou Johnson, Nebraska City Traffic, 
and Ervin Lechner were married November 


Accounting, and 


12 in St. Mary’s Catholic Church at Nebraska 
City. 

Irene Kripal became the bride of William 
Nacke at the Sacred Heart Church in Heb- 
ron on November 14. Jrene was formerly 
employed in the Hebron traffic department, 


and Bill is stationed at Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 


Betty Styskal, Wahoo Traffic, and Dwaine 
Huscher were married November 21 at Wa- 
hoo. The newly-weds are living in Cedar 


Bluffs. 


Betty Frye, Ashland Traffic, and Harold 
H. Buge were united in marriage at the home 
of the bride’s parents on November 22. 

Marlene Meinke, Lincoln Commercial, and 


Robert G. Short were married November 25 
at Calvary Lutheran Church in Lincoln. 


inc 

J. C. Selko, Hastings Construction, was 
inarried to Bernice Verkamp at Hastings on 
November 28. They 
Chicago. 


honeymooned — in 
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JOURNEY’S END 


Sincere sympathy is extended to Pauline 
Reckard, traffic department, Plattsmouth, in 
the loss of her mother. 


Television 
Radio 
Automobile 
Home Repairs 
Household Appliances 


Whatever your needs you can borrow 
from YOURSELF cheaper and with less 
inconvenience than from any other 
service. 


Employees Co-op Credit Ass'n. 


As private and confidential as your bank 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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g Eastern District 


= Betty Miles, 
= Associate Editor 


—— 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Correspondent 


Vera Orton has returned to work in the 
commercial department after a six months’ 
leave of absence. Ethyl Armstrong 
spent the Thanksgiving week end visiting 
in McPherson, Kansas. ... A. M. Newens 
spent another week of his vacation at home. 

. Carol Broers attended the Homecoming 
activities at the University of Nebraska the 
week end of November 14. Also attending 
the game were Mr. and Mrs. Newens.... 
Ivan Livingston and R. H. Kinnison have 
been doing quite a bit of hunting lately. 
Since then all wild fowl have been making 
a detour around Nebraska City. . . . Dean 
Nelson and Marion Beezley are the directory 
salesmen working the Nebraska City terri- 
tory this year... . Clarence Jennings spent 
a week in the hospital this month... . To 
celebrate the birthday of Mary Ross and 
Dorothy Clark a group of 
girls went to Omaha to see 
the Ice Revue. The girls 
included Kathryn Owens, 
Eunice Riggs, Beverly Coop- 
er, Dorothy Clark, Shirley 
Gruber, Bonnie Biggs, Mary 
Ross, Dorothy Waters and 
Bernice West. Mary 
Tackett surprised everyone 
by becoming a mother over 
a recent week-end. She and 
her husband have adopted 
a twelve-year-old boy named 
Gene. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Last week a group of em- 
ployees made an invasion of 
the Valley View Addition, a 
new housing project in 
Plattsmouth. Three of the 
employees in the Platts- 
mouth office have recently 
purchased new homes in this 
location and after giving 
them ample time to get 
settled we decided to have 
a look-see. We packed up 
a bit of food and barged in 
on them and after a tour of 
their homes we enjoyed an 
evening of visiting and later 
had pot-luck lunch together. 

. Tip, our chief operator, 
is back from her vacation 
looking very much rested, 
although we hear she did 


quite a bit of gallivanting hither and yon. 

. Merle Sherman is a newcomer to our 
plant department as a switchman... . Just 
received the sad news that Marvin Koch is 
home in bed with his son, Kenny; both are 
having a bad case of mumps. A fine thing 
to happen at Thanksgiving time. A speedy 
recovery is our wish for both. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


The Seward gals held a pot-luck house- 
warming party at the apartment of Irene 
Mailand and Phyllis Bartels on October 26. 
They all brought covered dishes. Honored 
guest was Eva Armstrong of Lincoln, a 
former operator now retired. ‘The evening 
was spent informally. . .. Vacationing re- 
cently were Phyllis Bartels, who went to her 
home in Tobias, and Virginia Coffey also 
vacationing at her home in Seward... . 
Visitors in the office recently were Chuck 
Kermoade from Western, Dave Guthrie, 
George Keith, Ken Boshart and M. O. 
Beezley from Lincoln. George Miers, 
retired employee, has been enjoying his 
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leisure time. He made a trip to see his 

son in California and also his daughter in 

Kentucky. Now his favorite pastime is an 

eight-week-old puppy. George keeps a hot 

water bottle in its box to add to its comfort. 
Wahoo Area 


Lura Blackman and Leona Larsen, 
Correspondents 


Gladyce Hula is spending a leisurely two 
weeks’ vacation at home on the farm just 
taking life easy. ... Margie Miller, who 
has been on leave of absence, has returned 
home from her visit in Germany. She has 
been with her husband who is serving in 
the U. S. Army. We will all be inter- 
ested in hearing her experiences, the 
sights and different customs she has seen. 

Leona Larsen and Margaret Kohn 
visited at the David City office recently. 
Merna Stewart acted as hostess in explain- 
ing the traffic department. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Lowell spent the week end in 
DeRidder, Louisiana, visiting Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence Owen. Mrs. Owen is a former 
operator and Mr. Owen is Mrs. Lowell’s 
brother. . . . Margaret Schuster spent the 

week end in Shenandoah, 
Iowa, visiting Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Schuster. . . . Mr. 
and Mrs. Louis Delski have 
announced the approaching 
marriage of their daughter, 
Frances, to John McCord 
of Omaha. A December 
wedding is planned. 


Southern District 


AW “ow Paula Otte, 
= ( = Associate Editor 
Ay’ 

“BP Auburn Area 


Shirley Stock, Correspondent 


The biggest news of the 
month comes from the Plant 
Department. It concerns 
Jack Little, and you can 
read all about it on the 
“Back Page.” Wilma 
James and Helen Dettmer 
have returned from _ vaca- 
tions. Wilma stayed at home, 
while Helen spent one week 
at home and the other week 
in Lincoln visiting her sister, 
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Marilyn Coad has returned 
from her vacation in Chica- 
go. She thinks that flying 
to Chicago was almost as 
exciting as the visit there. 
While there she saw a 
hockey game and also the 
TV show Welcome Travel- 
ers, and of course went 
shopping and came home 
with many new and lovely 


things. Huldah Bippes, who resigned 
the first of December, plans to be married. 
: Monica Lempka visited friends in 
Chicago during Thanksgiving week. 
Former operator Marjorie DeBuhr visited 
here this month, and Nadine Lampe and 
Doris Caspers were recent guests of Doris 
Peterson. Nadine and husband are visiting 
here from California, and Doris and hus- 
band came from Las Vegas. Nadine and 
Doris are also former operators. ... Area 
Manager Lloyd Oglesby missed the first 
FAIR shot at a pheasant and as a result 
had to buy cokes for his hunting pals. Bet- 
ter luck next time! 
Beatrice Area 
Anna Minninga, Correspondent 

Our beautiful summer days are still with 
us, but Alas! When Old Man Winter comes 
around the bend—Br-r-r.” Lucille 
Richardson has returned to work following 
several weeks in California. Vacationing 
at this time is Myrtle Janssen, also Max 


Brandt. ... Due to an accident, Vey Warren 
is presently sporting two black eyes and a 
broken nose. Sorry, Vey, we hope you’ll 
soon make a complete recovery. . . . Bessie 
Freeman is displaying a diamond since a 
certain someone returned from overseas.... 
A farewell chili feed was held at the Free- 
man sisters’ home in honor of Carol Gold. 
Fairbury Area 
Velda L. Wagner, Correspondent 

Manager T. E. Longdon has returned from 
a week of duck hunting and reports having 
had good luck. Vera Sweetser had 
some pranksters Halloween night and in 
order to avoid any tricks gave them some 
peppermint candy. The three involved were 
Ricka Schenk, Edna Schoenrock of the traf- 
fic department and one of Ricka’s neigh- 
bors. Were you surprised to find out who 
they were, Vera? ... The other morning 
while Charlotte Jordon was on her way to 
work she spotted a deer in town and got 
so excited that later when asked if it had 
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A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Date 
Name Position Exchange Employed 
Accounting 
Polly J. TLGstetler cnn cc Machine Operator............. LOO cedar sinbsseractecsonmee Nov. 2 
Donna L. M. Smith ....2222222.....2.. Machine Operator............. TAN COG a dee Oct. 26 
Commercial 
Shirtey IM. Gurtis ...c4sc325.c.! REN os. dacuaceaspeaniovesvewteeiecees UANCOM a oot hoa e ee. Nov. 3 
Join! Machicie <2. cccseticn seed Coin Collector. c4shc.sc. ICONS Seek. Nov. 2 
(Re-emp). 
Engineering 
Ne Tog. WO CAN ER coitudvcansnisicbdetenweestondl Gis 7 oe Ra Pee LiCOl Te ate. Nov. 9 
Plant 
Be W. Gentry suck cvadain cette: CSHOUNG MAM: cae -sevcyecseseetoters DAN GOR se cstietae eacaeses Oct. 26 
1 et 2b || ae eee eon ee SOUR GINA cscstes hese ksicsye Dimless cetmiacie corer: Oct. 26 
Traffic 
Carl’ Re DACP: tepctancevvacsanardercioes PCRS OR eicesiancnicesenicheree. PAC iss sccstes cssacinhoes Oct. 26 
Siley I... Balser’ <..ccdcecsaccssessiecace: RC TOLOR wats. cet caveat vsbedeomeses [oT ar [0 ae ne eae Nov. 9 
Betty J. Beauchamp .............------ Giese: eer See Bir toe) | eee eer Oct. 19 
Phyllis, |. Beers: ccccce watessdvccesuctet @ fof eee) eee eee ih at |. cone ee Nov. 9 
Janie £.. Christoff ccciccccncicod DCR OE ec Baca dtintntrseins: {Ey 3 foo) | y cere ee aR Nov. 2 
Menna L. Collier .........22..2222.--++- eT co, rc BAT COND co essihce Sacstisnarie > Nov. 2 
Elizabeth A. Dunlap .........-------- Be 8f os G10; GEO Rae OT eA Nebraska City.............. Oct. 19 
Shirley A. Gregory ......2.-------+-+ MD CL EOL ied fein cistdateantuncid cies Ft; (ole) is Penne ee Nov. 2 
Marybelle Hennings .............----- NP OTAOF ercecarctsececccver cenats: OD osu dirt decaecmenetccs Oct. 19 
Pansy F. Kechely ......2...:22:0000--+ (8 oY 07 Seer ee een eee [a1 9 lel ern ae eee ee Oct. 19 
(Re-emp). 
Wianie Ac Weieeel eevcoicic ices Cafeteria Attendant........... | hots) bs eee ee eee Sept. 25 
Jessie J. Nickeson ....0.2..200--000-+ CUD ETAtO Bios swiseleieesecces i550 0) Ean ee Oct. 26 
Evelyn M. Rhodes ......:-0:0-00-0- DP CTALOP accnepcetoetaccttesiescies LAC OU occ sctdateeeavasaces Ott, 26 
Shirley J. Rhodes ........0.:000000000= WCAC OE occesusemecwsanaaneace Bhs 210) b 2 ae Oct. 26 
Twila R. Rockwell ........cc.cccce0eee- CM OTAGO iden cicncetdsncesctisecapel bE oe lo Renee eae ane a Oct. 19 
Marylee Scroggins .........--0--00+- OPEPAIOT -oantinnndeacnsers Nebraska City.............. Nov. 2 
(Re-emp). 
Geraldine A. Sindelar ........ satiate PD CTALON sian ineranninrdensrwcenes WY ADO orensticcresnendtewss Oct. 19 
Faye C. Smith .0........cccceceeeeeeees CE AUOE esis onacsviovasaacvecsys PTAC OM ce cise arectice testis Oct. 19 
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any antlers she said she didn’t even notice. 
We'll excuse her, though, since it was 5.30 
a.m. ... Chief Operator Viola Dunn had 
the misfortune of falling off her horse, 
Silver, and in doing so sprained her wrist. 
All is well now and she has made complete 
recovery. . . . Sue Dean is flashing a beauti- 
ful diamond and will soon be leaving us to 
get married. . . . Charlotte Jordon and her 
son spent the week end in Minden with her 
sister and family. . . . Shag Eichenour and 
his crew have been working in the Fairbury 
vicinity. ... Yours truly attended the wed- 
ding of her brother who was home on leave 
from the Navy. Upon returning he will be 
stationed at San Diego. . . . We are sorry 
that our wire chief, J. C. Gear, is in the 
hospital at Savannah, Missouri. At this 
writing he is reported to be getting along 
nicely and hopes to be back home soon. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

The hunters have been out in full force 
but so far we’ve heard of no outstanding 
results. Some trekked beyond this area— 
Irby Halverstadt to Geneva; Bill Eckles to 
Nelson; Raymond Johnson and Jim Smith 
to Edgar; and Dick McCall to Lincoln. So 
far no one has yet given up hope. 
Cecile Morehead’s father has been spending 
some time with her. His home is in Kansas 


City. . .. Henri Goracke was in Chokio, 

ne 
Minnesota, two days to attend a relative's 
funeral... . A recent visitor with Clara Cos- 


tello was her sister from Denver, Colorado. 
. . . Hilda Ramsey enjoyed a visit from her 
sister who lives at Ogallala. Harold 
Drake was one of the judges at the recent 
coon dog trials, and he claims it was honest 
judgment. . . . Carol Gottula is now 4 firm 
believer in delayed action. She was a 
recent blood donor and a half hour after- 
wards she quietly fainted in one of the 
stores... . Avis Collar and hubby, Bob, of 
Pawnee City enjoyed seeing the Hollywood 
Ice Review in Omaha. 


PAWestern District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 

Virginia Baker vacationed in “Colorful” 
Colorado and “Wonderful” Wyoming. She 
visited Mrs. Ethel Patrick, former Fairmont 
chief operator, at Iverson Memorial Hos- 
pital in Laramie, Wyoming. Ethel was im- 
proved and interested in hearing from and 
about her friends in the telephone company. 
... Reno Weis is back at work after spend- 
ing his vacation in Iowa, the biggest share 
of his time being spent in chasing pheasants. 
... W.R. Minich is spending his remaining 
two weeks of vacation at home... . Mr. and 
Mrs. R. J. Weis, Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Min- 
ich, Marge Grewell and Eita Griffin attend- 
ed the Pioneer Party at Sutton. ... Another 
diamond has appeared in the traffic de- 
partment and this time Best Wishes go to 
Virginia Baker. Marion Frantz and 
Shirley Hoines had birthdays during the past 


month and treated the girls to cake and 
candy. 
Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 
Lucy Green enjoyed a week’s vacation 
spent at home. Others who recently returned 
to work following vacations are Barbara 
Hoffman, who visited in Iowa and Wiscon- 
sin, and Elaine Minnick who visited rela- 
tives in Riverton. Marie Pearson, 
Moreane Alldritt and Beatrice Rohrer at- 
tended the Hollywood Ice Revue in Omaha. 
Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 
Vecations ere still in progress at Hebron. 
Mr. Wellman spent his vacation helping his 
mother-in-law redecorate her new home, and 
also spent a few days in Colorado. ... Mary 
Ellen Harrison spent a few days in Loup 
City, and took life easy the rest of the time. 
. . John Brockmeyer spent most of his 
vacation in Beatrice getting acquainted with 
the new baby at his house. 
Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 
Marvin Pilfold returned from his vaca- 
tion. In last month’s News we said he was 
going to spend a week in Wyoming, but 
“Marv” fooled us and spent a week in Kan- 
sas... . Area Manager Wait has just returned 
from a two weeks’ vacation. There really 
isn’t much sense in telling how he spent it, 
but for the benefit of any newcomers, Mr. 
Wait has been doing a lot of hunting. So 
far, we understand, he’s had a fairly good 
season. . . . The men in this territory have 
been going to school the past few weeks. 
Arthur Keckler of Lincoln is instructing 
the boys on the automatic equipment. The 
Stromsburg office is being used for the 
school room. . .. We have a request here 
from one of the boys to inform all interested 
persons that the Stromsburg Area Bowling 
Team hit the top once more. We say once 
more because they achieved this honor be- 
fore but dropped down again. Maybe this 
time they can stay on top. Nice going, 
fellas. Edith Mattson, Stromsburg 
cashier, attended the football game in Lin- 
coln Saturday, and reports a good game 
even though Oklahoma won. Albert 
Andres, Stromsburg combinationman; Bill 
Barry, Osceola combinationman and Bill’s 
wife Ethel attended the Ice Follies in 
Omaha. Bill says it is a most beautiful sight 
to see. Maybe next year, we keep dreaming, 
we can go down and see the Follies too. 
Superior Area 
Betty Jo Perry, Correspondent 
Joline Loop, Verna Pantier and Barbara 
White recently spent a day shopping in 
Lincoln. After getting an over-parking 
ticket, they managed to arrive at the tele- 
phone office just after closing time, so they 
didn’t get to visit the building... . Barbara 
White and Joline Loop have each received 
lovely sets of china, Barbara from her hus- 
band who is serving in the Army and is sta- 
tioned in Japan, and Joline from her fiance 
who is with the Army in Germany. 
Phyllis Biltoft is suffering from an acute 
case of “left-handitis” which is caused by 


So. Fs 


MEN AT PLAY: The camera captured a fleeting instant of the fun-fest at Hughes Brothers 
cabin on November 7. It’s a safe bet that every face shown here will be pictured at every 
future Hunters’ Stag. Ted Hughes, cabin host, is the man in the dark shirt in the center fore- 
ground. Ed Imig, steak-master, stands at the end of the table. There is nothing more potent 
than catsup in the bottle Art Holcomb is holding aloft. 


(\E to a flying start in November, 

the Frank H. Woods pioneer chap- 
ter opened its schedule of social gather- 
ings with a Hunters’ Stag at Seward on 
November 7 and a general assembly of 
west-end pioneers at Sutton on Novem- 
ber 13. Co-chairmen Ray Baldwin and 
Bud Eden of the social committee were 
in charge of both events. 


The Hunters’ Stag met with un- 
qualified success. A record turnout of 
more than 40 pioneers filled the large 
Hughes Brothers cabin from wall to 
wall. It was good to see a carload 
of Columbus members from the Conti- 
nental organization included among the 
number. The chill of the day kept 
everyone indoors where a marathon of 
cards, gossiping and movies ran through 
the late afternoon and evening. A 
hungry-man’s supper of  inch-thick 
steaks, french fries and tossed salad 
brought applause with every mouthful. 
The steaks had been grilled over wood 
embers to a perfect turn by Pioneer 


PIONEERS OPEN FUN CAMPAIGN 


a 


Imig and his gastronomic artists of the 
Hughes Brothers camp. 

The west-end party was held at the 
Sutton Legion Hall. President Max 
Walker and 20 Lincoln members acted 
as hosts to the 60 members and guests 
who were present. Mrs. Rollie Win- 
ders brought down the house with 
her down beat at the keyboard, her 
songs and pantomimes. Roy Mills was 
Bingo auctioneer and square dance 
caller. A magic act, brought from 
Lincoln, and a delicious lunch served 
by Pioneers Myra Metcalf, Hattie 
Staley, Grace Hauschild, Mina Jorgen- 
sen, Georgia Smith and Marie Vidlock 
helped top the program. Hardest 
worker—biggest worrier was Buck Isa- 
man, keynote chairman; first there and 
last to leave. He wrote and mailed the 
invitations, telephoned the members, 
ate the frosting off the cake, acted as 
bouncer at the bingo game and was 
twice thrown out of the kitchen. On 
days like this Buck thinks life is worth 
the living. 


Duke Eckles and Frank Kubat at- 
tended the Independent Pioneer Party at 
Sutton which was held for the Western Dis- 
trict. Mr. Kubat was the first one to win 
a prize at “bingo”—and you ought to see 
the prize he won—but, after all, he had his 
choice. 

Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 
The Western District held a Pioneer 
Party at the American Legion Club rooms in 
Sutton on November 13th. The party was 
well attended and a program was enjoyed 
by everyone. It consisted of a magician 


the new sparkler, third finger left hand.from Lincoln who made things appear and 
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disappear in front of your eyes, and Mrs. 
Rolland Winders gave several vocal num- 
bers. A delicious lunch was served by the 
committee. The rest of the evening was 
spent playing bingo and dancing. Everyone 
had a nice time. ... J. H. Mankamyer, 
Elmer Moorhead and P. V. Eckles took their 
vacations during the past month. 
York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 

With the number of vacationers getting 
smaller each month, we news correspondents 
must look elsewhere for items of interest for 
our readers. However, there are three las- 


sies and a laddie in the York area who have 
enjoyed vacations at home recently. They 
are Virginia Cotner and Loretta Wyatt of 
the traffic department, and Beverly Smith 
of the commercial department. John Fitz- 
patrick, combinationman, is the “‘laddie”’ 
referred to above. ... Thanks to the fine 
people who remembered your correspondent’s 
birthday during the month of November. 
The cake which was baked by Beverly 
Smith was enjoyed by several members of 
the plant, traffic and commercial depart- 
ments... . Good luck wishes were extended 
to Les Hansen last Friday before his de- 
parture for the Lincoln exchange. Stop and 
see us when you are in York, Les. . . 
Edna Pflughaupt, Ferne Wilger, Artis 
Bowen and “yours truly” motored to Omaha 
to see the 1953 presentation of the ‘“Holly- 
wood Ice Revue.” 


PACECOUITIIAG 


by Joyce Grabowski 


“Operation Big Switch.” That’s what the 
Accounting people are undergoing. With 
the big cutover taking place and the toll 
board being removed, the north room of 
the accounting department is moving to 3rd 
floor. The south office will move into the 
large vacated north room after a few changes 
are made. The move to third also calls for 
tearing down walls and building new ones, 
which will allow more room. The desks are 
all being renovated in preparation for their 
new quarters. The engineering department 
will expand and take over the south room. 
. . . New toll ticket filing and sorting equip- 
ment has been installed. This equipment 
was purchased from the LeFebure Corpora- 
tion, and we have the distinction of being 
the first company to use the time-saving 
device. Elinore Wunch and Joyce Grabow- 
ski modeled the use of the new files for a 
Picture taken by the LeFebure Corporation 
and the picture is expected to appear in 
“Telephony” and “Telephone Engineer.” ... 
Carol Churchill enjoyed seeing the Ice 
Follies in Omaha. She says they were 
really beautiful. On November 22, 
Bertha Mae Ward marched down the aisle 
—as a maid of honor at a friend’s wedding. 
Goodness, with working at the telephone 
company, attending classes at Wesleyan, and 
taking part in weddings, she’s really a busy 
gal. ... Alvina Miller has had a cousin 
Visiting her from Oklahoma, so Alvina took 
a day off to show her the high spots of 
Lincoln. Grace Hauschild spent an 
enjoyable week in Cleveland, Ohio, where 
she attended a convention of the Women’s 
Guild of the Evangelical Reformed Church. 
Some of the tales she told on her return 
were very amusing. ... Larry and Nancy 
Connealy spent Thanksgiving in Cozad 
with Larry’s mother. . . . Late vacationers 
this month were Ethel Twing, Eunice 
Bailey, Car] Ahl, Geo. Mann, Bob Ross and 
Dewey Nelsen. . . . We are very happy to 
welcome Eunice Bailey back to the office 


In his last week of basic at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Phil Bailey, former splicer helper, is 
pictured at his pup-tent home among Mis- 
souri’s rocks and rain. Phil is in an engi- 
neering unit. 


after several weeks of illness. We certainly 
missed you while you were gone, Eunice. 
. . - We hope everyone has a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 
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Ruth Younger 
Associate Editor 


George Ramsey has found a new and 
strange way of eating his ice cream—off a 
chair. ... My, some lucky people saved 
their vacations till this month. ‘“Mac” 
McDowell and Marge Whiting enjoyed their 
vacations at home. . . . Did you know that 
we overlooked a holiday? Virginia Ander- 
son was sick one day, and when she misses 
work it should be declared a national holi- 
day! ... Turkey. Whoever thought of 
the word must have realized that people 
would feel like a stuffed turkey for days 
after Turkey Day. Quite a number of 
people enjoyed the day at home. Elva 
Mares and her husband spent the day in 
Bertrand and Lexington, Gretchen Davison 
and her husband went to Omaha, and La- 
Vonne Joosten and her family enjoyed the 
day in Beatrice. The rest of us just spent 
the day. . . . Cupid has been hard at work 
again. Connie Jo Shepard found a diamond 
ring in her salad one day while she and her 
favorite fella, Dean Barratt, were having 
lunch. They thought they might just as 
well make use of the ring and it would save 
them money, too. Poor Connie almost 
choked on it—it must have been hidden by 
a piece of lettuce. Seriously, though, it was 
a much better way than someone we heard 
of who borrowed the money to buy the ring 
after a hard day at the races. Congratula- 
tions to you both, and we hope you'll be 
very happy. Christmas will be here 
soon. Of course, we’ll have our Christmas 
Breakfast but we’ll tell you all about that 
next month. MERRY CHRISTMAS 
EVERYONE AND MAY THE NEW 
YEAR BE A HAPPY ONE! 
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Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations are just about over, but we do 
have a few to report and there are still a 
few yet to be taken. . . . The Darrell Nee- 
manns took off their shoes and headed for 
the Ozarks on their vacation. ... Ernie 
Wedgwood spent part of his vacation visit- 
ing a son in Chicago and the rest of the 
time hunting. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Bob Swan- 
son spent their last week of vacation by go- 
ing to DeSmet, South Dakota, for a few 
days and the rest of the time getting caught 
up with work at home... . Loy Rhodes did 
some deer hunting in Wyoming, and had 
pretty good luck. He brought one back.... 
Claude Helm did a little hunting during 
the last week of his vacation, and Boyd 
Wedgwood also did some hunting while on 
vacation. . Harry Knudson had a very 
enjoyable vacation visiting his grandson in 
California. . . . Lester Pierce worked while 
on his vacation. He painted his house... . 
Paul Winscot was another to spend his vaca- 
tion by working at home... . So much for 
vacations. . . . Lambert Eitel swapped cars 
and is now herding a black ’47 Buick around. 
... A group of tired and slightly perturbed 
hunters stopped at Grand Island to eat. 
Dick Bauer started looking over the menu 
and half unconsciously said, “Mmmm! Pizza 
Pie—$1.25.” Bob Stall, who sat directly 
across from Dick, dropped his glass of water 
and, with a gulp, shouted: ‘Piece of Pie — 
$1.25! Come on, fellows, let’s get out of 
this place; it’s too expensive.” ... The 
switchroom employees gave a surprise fare- 
well party of coffee and cake for Willard 
Sherman, who has transferred to Platts- 
mouth. . . . While at work the other night 
Ron Cotton looked up and “bango” he 
threw a vertebra out in his neck. After 
spending a day in bed with hot packs on 
his neck, he is now back on the job.. . . We 
are glad to report that Darrell Cottingham 
is back on the road to recovery after an 
appendectomy. 


Vaaconstruction 


by George Hansen 


Herman Studier has just returned from 
a deer hunting trip in the Sand Hills around 
Crawford. He saw lots of deer and reports 
getting a nice buck on his first shot. He 
is now known as “Dead-eye Herman.” .. . 
T. B. Hedges and crew all attended J. C. 
Selko’s wedding reception at Hastings... . 
Max Melvin just recently returned to work 
after his sojourn in the army and is sta- 
tioned at Hastings with T. B. Hedges and 
crew. ... Bob Clifford reports that his 
new home is about finished and that he will 
soon be ready to move in. When will the 
housewarming party be, Bob? ...L. G. 
Hansen has been transferred from York to 
Lincoln and has bought a new home on 


Hard working Red Feather departmental captains; those who made their respective quotas in 
this year’s Community Chest drive, received special recognition by being presented with 
“oscars” and “oscarettes” in a group gathering held in the vice president’s office on Novem- 
ber 20. The company quota had been set $300 higher than last year and was exceeded by 
more than $500, or about four per cent. Most of the employees used the deduction plan in 


making their pledges. 


The company drive began on October 19 and the quota reached on October 28. Ray 
Baldwin and Dewey Nelsen, bearing the titles of Lieutenant Colonel, were in general charge 


of the solicitation. 


The honored captains are holding their trophies in the picture above. From left to right: 


Wilma Tussy, R. J. Brinton, June Warner, 


Donna Donovan, James Cruickshank, Georgia 


Smith, George Hansen, Dorothy Lefler, Ray Baldwin, T. C. Woods, president, Dewey Nelsen, 
M. M. Hale, vice-president, Sylvia Hoaglin, Pearl Barnhouse, K. J. Boshart, Evelyn Soukup, 


Marilyn Jensen and F. J. Bettenhausen. 


South 49th. . Vacationing at this time 
are J. Tice, Knud Arngren, E. Knipple 
and our associate editor, Shirley Hess. 
Shirley is spending a few days in Sioux 
City, Iowa, with relatives. Incidentally, 
George Hansen is pinch-hitting for Shirley 
this time. .. . D. Manson on L. T. Piper’s 
crew at York was recently in a car accident 
but the latest reports say he has been re- 
leased from the hospital and is recuperating 
at home... . Ray Boling spent his vacation 
with his daughter and family in Silver 
Spring, Maryland. He had a very enjoyable 
visit with three of the construction super- 
visors of the Chesapeake and Potomac Tele- 
phone Company. They were doing a con- 
duit job laying two 6-way conduits. Some 
of their construction crews were pulling in 
2100 pair cable underground. It was quite 
interesting to see another company doing 
about the same work we do here in Lincoln. 


ee, Sag likagerriivag_ 
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Associate Editor 


It seems that the ending of the vacation 
season heralds the arrival of the hospital 
season. During the past month both L. E. 
Lawson, draftsman, and Harlan Cane, cost 
engineer, have been hospitalized. Lawson 
spent considerable time in an Iowa hospital 
and at “Vets,” here in Lincoln, recovering 
from severe injuries received in an automo- 
bile accident. Cane underwent major 
surgery at Bryan’s. It is a pleasure to 
report that both are out and rapidly ap- 
proaching 150% of their old efficiency. 
The old saying about “all good things coming 
to an end” was again proven when Mary 
Levendusky left us. She and her husband 
have purchased a place of business back in 
Pennsylvania. Our best wishes go with them. 


ve offices 
wsospee SORRES 


Joan Moorberg, 
Associate Editor 


In November Kathryn and Art Portsche 
traveled east for a three weeks’ vacation. 
Their first stop was Chicago, then on to 
New Bedford, Massachusetts, down through 
Vermont and Washington, D. C. A beauti- 
ful trip for that season of the year. 

M. M. Hale flew to Washington, D. C., 
November 18 to attend the banquet com- 
memorating the installation of the fifty- 
millionth telephone in the United States. 


Fred Bettenhausen’s Thanksgiving was 
made much more enjoyable by the visit of 
his two grandchildren from Wichita, Kansas. 

Letters from Grace Cruse sound as if the 
Oklahoma climate is agreeing with her. We 
hear she plans to spend Christmas in Ne- 
braska, so we’re hoping to see her at that 
time. 

Tillie Boyd is getting her Christmas shop- 
ping done early—like all smart people 
should. She is not only avoiding the Christ- 
mas rush but is also lightening her Christ- 
mas chores by having the stores Christmas 
wrap and deliver her many packages. The 
only drawback to this convenience, she 
found, was that her packages were wrapped 
nicely and delivered but in no way were 
they marked so that she could tell what was 
in them. Wonder how Mr. Boyd will like 
their grandson’s cowboy suit. 

We are all looking forward to the Lincoln 
Employees’ Christmas Party, December 14. 
Sounds as if the committee is going “all- 
out” to provide fun and entertainment for 
all. 
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J. S. Reed, 
Associate Editor 
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George and Norma Burt were in the 
general plant office on November 11 on 
the occasion of a visit to their acquaintances 
and former co-workers in the company. 
George was formerly a cable splicer in the 
construction department and is now con- 
nected with the General Telephone Com- 
pany at Wausau, Wisconsin. Norma at one 
time was a clerk-typist in the Lincoln serv- 
ice department. 

Art Keckler took a week’s vacation, start- 
ing November 7, to drive with Mrs. Keckler 
to Shelby, Ohio, where he attended a gath- 
ering of relatives and friends celebrating 
his brother’s 50th wedding anniversary. Art 
left Lincoln at the time a heavy blanket of 
wet snow lay on the ground, but when they 
drove across Iowa the snow covering thinned 
out and they had “Indian Summer” weather 
the rest of the way. 

Mina Jorgensen’s vacation the week of 
November 9 gave her the opportunity to 
accompany her husband when he attended 
a two-day convention of state bankers in 
Omaha. She spent the rest of the time at 
home. 
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Mary Ormand, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations are still in progress. Melba 
Richards, chief operator, spent the time in 
Lincoln and also attended the Ice Follies in 
Omaha. Ruth Hetherington went to 
Loveland, Colorado; Louise Schmidt visited 
in Lexington, Nebraska; Eunice Green in 
Rochester, Minn.; Dorothy Grafton in Lin- 
coln and Omaha; Helen Krieger in Denver; 
Vera Wasson in Murray, Nebraska; Beth 
Deinert, Ruth Goslin, Opal Thimgan, Jean 
Vybiral, Ruthann Snyder, Shirley Henry, 
Virginia Gates, Joan Giebelhaus spent the 
time at their homes in Lincoln; Della Wil- 
cox visited in Oklahoma, Louisiana, Missouri 
and Texas; Mille Whitla visited in Colum- 
bus. ... Pauline Carlisle has a new dia- 
mond... . Pat King got a new “tufting” set 
with 3 needles included. She used the 
largest needle, the one for rugs, in error, 
“tufting”’ backwards instead of forward, and 
alas! Poor Pat’s pillow cover is now full of 
large jagged holes. 

Chief operator’s note: Our associate ed- 
itor will be leaving soon. Why? New dia- 
mond, new country, new home, new husband. 


PLEASE REMEMBER. The News wants 
pictures of all Employee Christmas parties 
and gatherings held in LT&T-land. The 
pictures should be mailed to the News 
editor as soon as possible. 


Che Back Pave VM Wee ss 
LADY, IT WAS ALL 


A MISTAKE- I'M 
HERE TO PUT IT 


MORNING - GO ff ‘> BACK 4GAIN | 
GET HIM-TIGER ! : ; 


CUT IT OUT BY HECK, FELLERS, 


A YOUR || ¢ my TEST SET 
' 
KILLING ME‘ 1S DEAD! 


Try as he would, Al Reed, general plant, could not 
get a reading of a carrier circuit on his test 
set. A large group of his fellow workmen gathered 
about to watch his efforts. Al tried every con- 
ceivable adjustment in his ten-minute exhibition 
before he discovered he had failed to attach his 
test clips to the circuit. 


The day's first order sent Jack Little, ace plant man at 
Auburn, over the hills to Brownville to remove a telephone. 
He returned to the office just as a call was received from 
an indignant Brownville lady who wanted to know why her 
home had been invaded and the telephone taken out without 
orders from her. Jack took another look at the remove order 
and confirmed the horrible feeling that he had extracted 
the wrong telephone. The situation was soon happily reme- 
died, but Jack is still grouchy as he ponders on the inci- 
dent. 


Roy Mills, Lincoln cable, bought a parakeet and straightway 
embarked on a vigorous educational program for the bird. 
It seemed the fowl would never learn to talk, but the other 
night, after an hour-long lesson, it looked Roy squarely in 
the eye and uttered its first word..."STINKER!" 


To meet them on the street, "Shag" Eichenour and crew look 
like nice fellows, but they must have presented a differ- 
ent appearance to the man at the door of a Fairbury bank 
when they asked to be admitted before banking hours so 
they could "do a little work in the basement." The sus- 
picious bank official called the office where Floyd Nave 
spoiled the fun by vouching for Eichenour and his men. 


— AND THE NEXT TiME 
YOU TRADE PLACES 


WITH ME- YOU BE 
ON YOUR OWN 
SIDE OF THE BED. ex Z (ues SueFOCATING ) (LOOK MIS5~TAREE TIMES 
ie st UPuERE. CAN'T You CALLED FOR MORE 
¥ { You ueN ON THE. Enea 
THE BOILER! 


The Lincoln cutover process has many complications. Billie 


Beverly Darling and Evelyn Hughes of Fairbury Traffic were Schuman was on fire-box duty one Saturday when the operators 
having a bout with insomnia. After a dark, sleepless hour, at 15 & M got cold and called to complain. Bill thought the 
Evelyn suggested it might help if they traded sides of the call came from the operating room at 14 & M, and directed a 
bed. It was all right with Beverly, but she apparently for- Stream of heat in that direction. Soon another call came 
got which side she was occupying, for in the attempt to for more heat and Schuman turned the valve to "full steam 


ahead." That did it! Immediately Bill was swamped with 
calls, some for more heat, some for less. He was about to 
blow a fuse when the C.0. finally found the cause of the 
confusion. 


change she went crashing to the floor. Beverly carried her 
sprained wrist in a sling for a week and nursed her ruf fled 


dignity even longer. 


